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PREFACE. 



The book upon which the present work is fonnded, 

after having gone through two editions, has heen now 
out of print for very many years. Constant occupation 
in a laborious profession hitherto rendered its revision 
impossible, and I was unwilling that a third edition 
should issue in its originally crude and imperfect state. 
Comparative leisure now enables me to reproduce it, 
let rae hope, somewhat more deserving of the indul- 
gence with which it was received. 

The period of which it treats was one of vital inter* 
est to Ireland, and the men which it produced were not 
unworthy of the period. My object has been, toucfalng 
as lightly as possible on the politics of the time, to give 
merely personal sketches of the characters as they ap- 
peared upon the scene to me. Many of these were my 
acquaintances, some of them my iutimates; and the 
aim throughout has been a verisimilitude in the por- 
traiture — in short, to make the reader as familiar with 
the originals as I was myself. Of many of these it ia 
possible ho may not have even heard the names, and 
of many others very little more. Ijet me hope that he 
wilt rejoice in a more intimate acquaintance with 1 hem, 
and that, in endeavoring to elevate the land of my birth, 
I may also have made some humble return for the kind- 
ness bestowed on me by that of my adoption. 

Loudon, November, I860. 
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CUKRAN 

HIS CONTEMPOKARIES. 



The title wliich I have prefixed to this volume strictly 
Gpeakf what I intend it to be. No labored detail, no tedious 
narrative, no ambitious display of either fine writing or crit- 
ical investigation, but the simple, and, in some meaaure, the 
sdf'drawn picture of a man vrho was a great ornament to 
the country in which it was his misfortune to be born. Be- 
fore I proceed one step in my progresE, the reader has a right 
to know what claim there is on his credulity, or what are the 
qualifications for the execution of such an undertaking. £ar]y 
in life, I had been so accustomed to hear the name of Curran 
mentioned with admiration long hefore I could understand 
the reason, that I began to make his character an absolute ' 
article in my literary creed, and to bold Jt in a kind of tradi- 
tional revereuce. As the mind strengthened, an inquiry nat- 
urally arose into the causes of such enviable celebrity. The 
bon vivant referred me to his wit; the scholar to his elo- 
quence ; the patriot to his ardent and undeviating principle. 
The questions on which he had voted were connected with 
the best days of Ireland, and his vote was always on the side 
of his country ; the causes which he had advocated were 
sometimes of the most personal, and sometimes of the most 
public interest, and in these his eloquence was without a par- 
allel ; while his innimierable pleasantries formed, as it were, 
the taUe currency of a people proverbially convivial. With 
such a complication of proofs, my judgment readily confirmed 
A2 



:,q,t,=cdbvCoOglc; 



10 CURBAM AND HIS CONTEMPORAEIES. ^ 

wIiEit my Bchoolboy faith had received : his Bpcechea became 
my manual, Lis name almost my adoration ; and in a little 
poem,* composed while at the Temple, I gave hira the rank 
■which I thought he merited among the ornaments of hia 
country. The subject of the poem gaVe it circulation, and 
either fame or IriendEhip eoon brought it to the notice of Mr. 
Cuixan. When I was called to the bar he was on the bench ; 
and, not <mLy bagless, but briefless, I was one day, with many 
au associate, taking the idle round of the ball of the Four 
Courts, when a common friend told me he waa commissioned 
by the Master of the Rolls to invite me to dinner that day at 
the Priory, a little country villa about four miles from Dub- 
lin. Those who recollect their first introduction to a really 
great man, may easily comprehend my delight and my con- 
sternation. Hour afler hour was counted as it passed, and, 
like a timid bride, I feared the one which was to make mo 
happy. It came at last, the important _^!'e o'clock, the ne plus 
ultra of the guest who would not go dinnerlesa at Curran's. 
Never shall I forget my sensations when I caught the fiist 
glimpse of the little man through the vista of bis avenue. 
There he was, as a thousand times afterward I saw him, in 
a diess which you would imagine he had borrowed from his 
tip-stair — his hands in his sides — bis face almost parallel with 
the horizon — bis under lip protruded, and the impatient step 
and the eternal attitude only varied by the pause during 
■which his eye glanced from his guest to his watch, and from 
bis watch reproachfully to his dining-room. It was an in- 
vincible peculiarity ; one second after five o'clock, and he 
would not wait for the viceroy. The moment he perceived 
me, he took me by the hand, said he would not have any one 
introduce me, and with a manner which I often thought was 
duiTTTied, at once banighcd every apprehension, and complete- 
ly familiarized me at the Priory, I had often seen Curran — 
often heard of Hm — often read him — but no man ever knew 
any thing about him who did not see him at his own table 
• The Emerald lale- 
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with the few wfawn he Mlected. He was a little ooDTivial 
deity ! He Eoared in eTeiy r^m, and was at home in all ; 
be touched every thing, aa<l aeemed aa if be bad created it ; 
he mastered the human heart with the same eaw that be did 
his violin. You wept, and you laughed, and ymi woikdered ; 
and the wonderful creature who made you do all at will nev- 
er let it appeal that be was more than your equal, and waa 
quite willing, if you choee, hi becofne your auditor. It iB Baid 
of Swift that his rule was to allow a minute's pause after he 
bad concluded, aikd theni if no perscn took up the conversa- 
tion, he recommenced. Curran had no Gonversational lula 
whatever ; he spc4e from impulse ; and he had the art bo to 
draw you into a. participation, that, though you felt an inieri- 
ority, it was quite a contented one. Indeed, nothing could 
exceed the urbanity of his demeanor. At the time I speak 
of he was turned of ^ty, yet he was as playful as a child. 
The e::(tieme3 of youth and age were met la him ; he had the 
experience of the one and the simplicity of the other. At five 
o'clock we sat down to dinner, during which the host gave 
ample indications that it was one c^ his happy days. He had 
his moody ones : there was no one more uncertain. Joyous 
was my anticipation, of a delightful evening. But, alas ! 
what are the hopes of ninn ? When the last dish had de- 
parted, Curran totally eonfounded me with a proposal, for 
which I was any thing but prepared — " Mr, PhiUips, as this 
is the first of, I hope, your very many visili to the Priory, I 
may as well at once initiate you into the pecuharitieB of the 
place. You may observe, though the board is cleared, there 
are no preparations for a si/m])osmm : it all depends on youi 
My friends here generally prefer a tvai/i after dinner. It is a 
sweet evening ; but if you wish for wine, say so without eer- 
emony," Even now can I see Curran's star-like eyes twink' 
llng at the disa^^intment no doubt visible in mine. I had 
beard, and truly, that he was never more delightful than witU 
half a dozen friends, after dinner, over his bottle. The bopa 
i^ which I bad so long reveled was realized at last— 4iul 
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here came thia infernal walk and the " sweet eTening I"' Oh, 
bow I would have hailed a thunder-stonn I But, to say the 
truth, the sun was Bhining, and the birds were siDging, and 
the HowerB were blooming and breathing bo sweetly on that 
autumn eve, that, wondering not at the wish of my eompau- 
ions, I also voted for the " walk," Never was man so mysti- 
fied. We took the walk, do doubt, but it wai only to the 
drawing-room, where, over a dessert freshly culled from his 
gaidena, and over wines for which his hoard was celebrated, 
we passed those hours which formed an era in my life. It 
was the commencement of that happy interconree which gave' 
this world a charm it ought, perhaps, never to possess. Yet, 
alas ! that evenii^ has its moral now. The tongue which 
chained its hours is in the dust ; the joyous few who felt ila 
epell have followed ; and all are gone save the mourner who 
recalls it ! There is, in fact, scarcely a page of these recol- 
lections which does not fill me with a sense of solitude. 
" When I romember all 

The friends, bo linked together, 
I've eeen aroiind roe fall. 
Like leaves in wintry weatber, 
I feel like one 
Wlio treads alone 
Some banquet-hall deserted, 
Wlio»o lights are fled. 
Whose garlands deail, 
And all bnt be departed." 

From that day till the day of his death, I was his intimats 
and his associate. He had no party to which I was not in- 
vited, and, party or no party, I was always welcome. He 
even went so far as to offer me apartments in his town resi- 
dence, in Stephen's Qfeen. He was then Master of the Rolls. 
How often since that day has he run over to me, to its mi- 
nutest incident, the history of his life ;^ often would he describe 
his early prospects, his crosses and his successes, his friends and 
his enemies, and all the varieties of a checkered existence — 
over wluise road, for every mile he paased, he had, Ulce Burke, 
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CUBKAN AND HIS CON TBHPOR ABIES. 13. 

ti> pxy A toll to envy. Sucli is the claim -which I have to ha 
hie biographer. I disclaim being an daborate, but I hope to 
be a faithful one ; withholding what was confiduitial, sketch- 
ing what eeemed peculiai or charactcriBtic, writing chiefly 
from his own authority, and bo far claiming to be authentic. 

Mr. Curran was bora at Newmarket, a small village in the 
county of Cork, on the 24th of July, 1750. His father, James 
CaiTHn, seneEchal of the manor, w&E posseBBed, besideH the pal- 
try revenue of the office, of a very moderate income. Strange 
as it may seem, their paternal ancestor came over to Ireland 
one of Cromwell's soldiers ; and the most ardent patriot she 
ever saw owed his origin to her most merciless and cruel plun- 
derer ! Old James Curran's education was pretty much in 
the ratio of his income. Very different, however, in point of 
intellectual endowments, was the mother of my friend, whose 
maiden name, Philpot, he bore himself and preserved in his 
family. From his account, she muBt have been a very extra- 
ordinary woman. Humble in her station, she was of course 
uneducated ; but nature amply compensated her for any for- 
tuitous deficiencies in that respect. Witty and eloquent, she 
was the delight of her own circle, and the grSat chronicle and 
arhitress of her neighborhood. Her legends were the tradi- 
tions of the " olden time," told with a burning tongue, and 
echoed by the heart, of many a village. Hampden. Her wit 
was the record of the rustic fireside ; and the village lyric and 
the vill^^e jest received their alternate tinge from the truly 
national romance or humor of her character. Little Jaeky, 
as he was then called, used to hang with ecstasy upon her ac- 
cents — he repeated her tales — he re-echoed her jests — ho 
caught her enthusiasm ; and often afterward, when he was 
the delight of the senate and the ornament of the bar, did he 
boast with tears that any merit he had he owed to the tuition 
of that affectionate and gifted mother. Indeed, there can not 
be the least doubt that the character of the man is often 
molded from the accidental impression of the childhood ; and 
be must have been but an inaccurate observer who did uot 
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trace all the maternal features in the filial piety that delighted 
to portray them. After her death he placed an humble man- 
unent ovsr hei remaina, upon which he inkaibed the follow- 
ing memorial, as well as I can recollect it from his very fre- 
qu^it recital : 

" Here lieth bU ibnt was nrnrlal of Mirth* Coeiran — a woman of 
maiij TirtDea — Tew foibles — great talenls, and do Tioe. This lablel 
was iiucribed to her mamorj bj s son who loved ber, and whom 
she loved." 

Indeed, his recurrences to her memory were continual. Ho 
often told mo that, after his success at the bar, which happily 
Ehe lived to Eee, and the fruits of which to her death ehe shared, 
Mrs. Curran has said to him, " O Jacky, Jaeky, what a preach- 
er waa lost in you !" The ohaervation proved rather her sa- 
gacity than her prudence. Had he directed his talents to the 
Church, there can be no doubt his success would have been 
splendid : he would have been the poorest and the most pop- 
ular preacher of the day. He was too independent to fawn, 
and had too much genius to rise — he would have been adored 
by the oon^gatiou, hated by the bishops, starved on a curacy, 
and buried perhaps by the parish ! Such is often onoug-h the 
history of such men in the Church. I remember him once to. 
an action for a breach of promise of marriage, in which he was 
counsel for the defendant, a young elergyroan, thus appealing 
to the jtiry : " Gentlemen, I entreat of you not to ruin this 
young man by a vindictive verdiet, for, tliough he has talents 
and ia in the Church, he may rise .'" Hia mother, too patri- 
otic not to have a large family, was of course too much occu- 
pied to attend to him exclusively. His father was divided be- 
tween law and agriculture, and Master Jacky was left to his 
own devices. At the fairs, where wit and whisky provoked 
alternately the laugh and the fracture—at the waJce, where 
the living so mourned the dead that there was soon but little 
difference between them, he appeared now a mouraer and 
now a mime, until the court of his father was quite scandal- 
ieed, and the wit of his mother acknowledged to be hereditary. 
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CURnAN AND HI9 CONTEMPORARIES. 15 

At this perioJ a otrcumatBDce occurred 'which he d^Ighted to 
relate, as ho comically said it first proved hia aptitude for or- 
atory. The keeper of a street puppet-^ow arrived at New- 
market, to the no Btnall edigcalion of the n^hborhood ; and 
the feats of Mr. Fiiiich, and the eloquence of his .man, soon su- 
perseded every other topic. At length, however, Mr. Punch's 
maa fell ill, and the whole estabiislunent was threatened with 
immediate ruin. Little Curran, who had with his eyes and 
ears devoured the puppet-abow, and never imBsed the ceiner 
of its exhibition, proposed himself to the manager as Mr. 
Punch's man. The olTer was gladly accepted ; and for a time 
the euccesH of the substitute was quite miraculous. Crowds 
upon crowds attended every performance ; Mr. Punch's man 
was the universal admiration. At length, before one of ibe 
most crowded audiences, he began to expatiate upon the vil- 
lage poliljcs ; he described the fairs, told the wake secrets, car- 
icatured the audience ; and, afler disoloBing every amour, and 
detailing every scandal, turned with infinite ridicule upon the 
very priest of the parish ! This waa the signal for a general 
outcry. Every man and maid who had laughed at their neigh- 
bor's picture, and pretended net to recognize their own, were 
outrageously scandalized at such familiarity with the dergy. 
I- Heligion, as on larger theaters, was made the scape-goat ; and 
by one aud all, Eentence of banishment was passed upon Mr. 
Punch. He was honorable, however, in his concealment of 
the substitute, whose prudence deprecated such dangerous ce- 
lebrity, Curran, in after times, used often to declare that he 
never produced sucli an effect upon any audience as in tho 
humble character of Mr. Punch's man. 

At this period of his life it was that an incident occurred 
which, molding, as it did, his future fortunes, the reader shall 
have as nearly as possible as he related it. " I was then," 
said he, " a little ragged apprentice to every kind of idleness 
and mischief, all day studying whatever was eccentric in those 
older, and half the night practicing it for the amusement of 
iJioae who were younger than myself. Heaven only knowa 
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where it would have ended. But, as my mother said, I wai 
born to be a great man. One morning I was playing at mar- 
bles in the village ball-alley, with a light heart and a lighter 
pocket. The gibe, and the jeat, and the plunder went gayly 
round ; those who won, laughed, and those who lost, cheated ; 
when suddenly there appeared among us a stranger of very 
venerable and very cheerful aspect. Hia intrusion was not 
the least restraint upon oui merry little assemblage ; on the 
contrary, he seemed pleased, and even delighted ; he was a be- 
nevolent creature, and the days of inlancy (after all, the hap- 
piest we shall ever see) perhaps rose upon hia memory. God 
bless him 1 I see his fine form, at the distance of half a cen- 
tury, just as he stood before me in the little hall-alley in the 
days of my childhood ! His name was Boyse ; he was the rec- 
tor of Newmarket. To me he took a particular fartey ; I was 
winning, and was full of waggery, thinking every thing that 
was eccentric, and by no means a miser of my eccentricities ; 
every one was welcome to share them, and I had plenty to 
spare after having freighted the company. Some sweetmeats 
easily bribed me home with him. I learned from poor Boyse 
my alphabet and my grammar, and the rudiments of the class- 
ics : he taught me all he could, and then he sent me to the 
school at Middleton — in short, he made a man of me. I rec- 
ollect, it was about five-and-thirty years afterward, when I had 
risen to some eminence at the bar, and when I had a seat in 
Parliament, and a good house in Ely Place, on my return one 
day from court I found an old gentleman seated alone iu the 
drawing-room, his feet familiarly placed on each side of the 
Italian marble chimney-piece, and his whole air bespeaking 
the consciousness of one quite at home. He turned round — 
it was m/ij friend of the ball-alley ! I rushed instinctively into 
hia arms. I could not help bursting into tears. Words can 
not describe the scene which followed. ' You are right, sir ; 
you are right : the chimney-piece is yours — the pictures are 
yours — the house is yours : you gave me all I have — my friend 
— my father !' He dined with me ; and in the evening I 
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cangbt ihe teai gliateDiiig m his fine blue eye yrhea he saw 
his poor little Jaoky, the cre&ture of hia boiiDty, rieing in the 
Houeeof CommonB to reply to a. right honorable. Poor Boyse! 
he k now gone ; aud no suitor bad a larger deposit of practi- 
cal benevolence to the court above. This is hia wine — let us 
drink to hi» meioory." Such is a very faint and very hunible 
imitation of the manner in which Mr. Currau used to relate 
this most intereEting era in his history ; and I never heard him 
recur to it without weeping. In this place, however, it may 
be as well to remark, that neither hia wit nor his eloquence 
can receive any thing hte justice from even the most gifted 
narrator. It would be quite as easy to paint the waving of a 
wand — the spell consisted in the very m^ic oi iha movement ; 
and until the charm of manner can be conveyed in words, the 
reader must fiincy in vain the almost Eupeinatural etfect of 
Gurran. 

At the school of Mr, Carey, in the town of Middleton, he re- 
ceived more than the common classical education of the coun- 
try. He owed much to the tal^t and attention of this gen- 
llemau, and was always ready to acknowledge it. Iiideed, 
there were few men in any country, or of any claES, trho had 
a more general, if not profound acquaintance with the best 
models of ancient hteraturc. The Greek and Latin poets 
might bu said to be his companions, and his quotations from 
them, both in conveisatioa and at the bar, were apt and fre- 
quent. I remember him myself, in the cabin of one of the 
Holyhead packets, when we were all rolling in a storm, very 
deliberately opening his bag, taking out a htllo pocket Virgil, 
and sitting down con antore to the fourth book of the jEneid, 
over which, he told me in the morning, he had been crying all 
night. For my part, as I very unclassically remarked. Dido 
might have hanged herself at th^ mast-head without exciting 
ia me, at the time, an additional emotion. Those who have 
ever enjoyed the comforts of a ship's cabin in a storm, will 
know how to excuso my Vandalism. There is a vritty in. 
stance, current among hia friends, of the inslantaneouB appUca- 
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lion of his classical kaowiedge. When he was in college, the 
Kev. Dr. Hailea, one of the fellowB, during a public examina- 
tion, continually pronounced the word nifairum with a wrong 
quantity : it was naturally enough the subject of couvereation, 
and his lerereace was rather unceremoniougly handled by some 
of the academic critics. Cuiran affected to become his advo- 
cate : " The doctur is not to blame," said be ; " there was only 
one maa in all IU)me who understood the word, and Horace 
tells us so— 

" ' Seplitniug, Claudi, nimintm iuteUigit unui.' " 

At another time, when an insect of very high birth, but of 
very democratic habits, was caught upoa the coat, aboat the 
appearance of which he was never very solicitous, bis friend 
Egan, observing it, maUoiously exclaimed from Virgil, " Eh ! 



" 'Cnjum pecufll an Melibceil' " 

at the same time turning with a triumphant jocoseness to the 
qiectators. Btit Curran, in the cooleet manner taking up tbe 

line, immediately retorted, 

" Non, verum jEgonit — nuper mihi tcadidil jEgon." 

It is unnecessary to say against whom the laugh was turned ; 
but we must not anticipate. While, however, we are on the 
subject of his classical witticisms, his bon mot upon a brother 
barrister of the name of Going certainly deserves a place. 
This gentleman fully verified the old adage that a story never 
loses in the telling ; be took care continually to add to every 
anecdote all the graces which could be derived from bis own 
embellishment. An instance of this was one day remarked to 
Curran, who scarcely knew one of his own stories, it had so 
grown by the carriage. " I see," said he, " the proverb is quite 
applicable—' Vires acquirit eu/ndo' — it gathers by Going." 
The records of a schoolboy's life afford but little for detail 
ot obietvation. He could not have been very idle, and he 
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never waa very indastrioua ; hoicever, there was no period of 
his life during which he could not do as much ia one hour as 
most other men conld do in three, eo that the stores of his mind 
snd the neghgence cf his habits are perfectly reconcilable. 
From the academy of Middleton he passed on to Trinity Col- 
lege, Dublin, which he entered as a sizar on the sixteenth of 
June, 1769, aged nineteen, under the tutelage of Dr. Dobbin. 
He obtained the second place at entrance. Curran's academ- 
ical course was unmarked by any literary distinction save the 
obtaining a scholarship ; and, indeed, both for the College and 
its professors, he through life entertained the most sovereign 
contempt. It is very httle to he ^vondered at. Perhaps there 
is not to be found in the whole history of literature any insti- 
tution, so ancient and so endowed, so totally destitute of liter- 
ary fame as the Alma Mater of Ireland.* With the three 
exceptions of Dr. Magee, Dr. Millar, and Dr. Greaves, there ia 
scarcely a single fellow of modern times who has produced a 
■work which is not beneath contempt ; and the English reader 
should be- informed that a fellowahip in Dublin College is an 
office of no inconsiderable emolument. Seven of the fellows 
are permanent stipendiaries on the institution, whose united 
salaries, &e., are little less than £10,000 a. year. There is a 
whole host of junior fellows, whose incomes are very consider- 
able, and a variety of livings from ^1800 a year downward, 
upon which they are billeted as Death lakes his revenge upon 
the extra incumbents for a too free enjoyment of the comforts 
of this world. Swift, more than a cenlury ago, described the 
nte of hia Legion Club to be 

" Scarce a bowihot from Ihe college — 
Halflltt globe from teiue or kao«>!eige"— 

and SO prophetic, as well as poetic, wore the lines, that it has 
ever since received, both at Cambridge and Oxford, the igno- 
minious appellation of The Silent Sister. It is said, by way 

■ There aro no doubt, at thia moment, many men of geaiug nmong 
tlie junior rdloira of tba college, but tbey so Mtally attach themselves 
to tuition that literature ia out of the queatiou. 
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of extenuation, that the fellows are too much occupied ia the 
tuition of the students to attend to their own hterary leputa- 
lion ; and, indeed, that the present provost" of the college 
has evinced a regard for his charge almost bordering upon in- 
nocent simplicity, no one can doubt after a perusal of the fol- 
lowing anecdote. There is attached to it, among other ad- 
vantages, a most magnificent library, of which the regulations 
were so rigid, and the public houra so few, that it had become, 
to the eitems particularly, almost entirely useless. Strict as 
the ordinances respecting it were, the rigor of them was lat- 
terly so much increased, that a reverend member of the Uni- 
versity thought proper formally to allude to it at a visitation. 
The provost was called on for his defense. lie pleaded the 
sanction of the board, and declared that the utmost circum- 
spection was now become necessary, as the graduates were 
actually (gentle reader, start not !) — actually taking to the 
study of the black art, and becoming horribly industrious 
about the hooks of magic ! 1 1 Poor man 1 he absolutely iim- 
cied himself at the head of a college of conjurors! I may 
venture to predict, if ever such an institution should spring 
up in Ireland, its members will be only k)ttle conjurors. That 
Mr, Curran passed through this University without much dis- 
tinction can hardly be considered as very demgatory to bis 
character. He passed through it as Swift, and Burke, and 
Goldsmith did before him — ■ 

" The gloiy uf tlie college, and its aliame." 
But, thoDgh uncheered by any encouragement, and undistin- 
guished by any favor, by the anonymous superintendents of 
the day, he was not altogether unvisited by their severity. 

* This reverend personage has lately, no doubt from t^e most laud- 
able motives, suppressed the Hiitorical Sociclg, an institution wbicli, 
as a Bohool of eloqneoce, waa unrivaled, and haa given lo the liar and 
the senate some of their brightest ornaments, [The person here al- 
luded lo haa since been made a biahop. I rejoice to say that a mora 
eutighlened successor bas reopened the society, and that the Uiiiveisi- 
tj, iu every respect, is much improved. 1350,] 
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He was called before their board oa the slightest suspicion of 
irregularity, and generally proved himself more than an over- 
match for them. At one time the ciiarge was that he kept 
idle women in his rooms I " I never did, please your rever- 
ences," said the embryo advocate, with the expression of a. 
modem saint upon his countenance, " I never did keep any 
woman idle in my room, and I am ready to prove it." Their 
TeverenceB, I believe, did not require the corroboration. At 
another time he was called before thera for wearing a dirty 
sltirt. *' I pleaded," said he, "inability to wear a dean one ; 
and I told them the story of poor Lord Avonmore, who was 
at that time the plain, untitled, struggling Barry Yelverton. 
' I wish, mother,' said Barry, ' I had eleven shirts.' ' Eleven, 
Barry! why eleven?' ' Because, mother, I amof opinion that a. 
gentleman, to be comjbrtable, onght to have the dozen.' Poor 
Bftrryhadbut one, and I made the precedent my justification." 
From college he proceeded to London, where he contrived, 
quocuTtque modo, to enter his name on the books of the Mid- 
dle Temple. Of his resources in the metropoUs I never heard 
him speak, and the subject -was too deUcate to introduce. I 
have it, however, on the authority of a firiend who knew him 
well, that he had some small stipend from the school at Mid- 
dleton ; and that, in addition to this, be profited by his liter- 
ary exertions. To the magazines and the newspapers of the 
day, no doubt, he was a coutribut«r ; and, were it possible, it 
would be not only entertaining', but instructive, to trace the 
infant glimmering of the intellect which was one day to shine 
in the " highest noon" of splendor. But the inquiry would 
be useless. The contemporaries of that day are almost all 
extinct, and the effusiwis of his unpracticed pen have long 
since perished with the subjects in which they originated. 
They have suBered, like himself, alas ! the common lot of 
humanity — a lot which it is in vain for us to deplore, because 
impossible for ns to prevent. Of his literary productions at 
that early period, I have only been able to collect the follow- 
ing poetic trifles : 
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LINES WRITTEN AT RICHMOND. 
Oh tha ume spot where weeping Thomsoa paid 
HiB last aad tribute to his Talbot's ehide, 
An bnmble ninse, by fond remembniucs led, 
Bewails Ibe absent where he mourned the dead ; 
Nor differs mach the subject of the Btrain, 
Whether of death or absence we complaia, 
Whether we're sundered bj the fiual scene, 
Or envious seas disjoining roll betweeo. 
Absence, the dire effect, is still the same. 
And death and distance differ bnt in name; 
Vet sure they're different, if the peaceful grave 
From haunting thoughts its low-laid teuauts save. 
Alas! my friend, were Providence inclined. 
In unrelenting wrath to human kind, 
To lake back every blessing that ahe gave, 
From the wide ruin she would memoiy save ; 
For memory still, with more Chan Egypt's art, 
Embalmiug every grief that wounds tbe heart, 



THE DESEETER'S LAMENTATION. 

If saaly thinking. 
And spirits sinking, 
Coald more than drinking 
Oar griefs compose— 

From grief I'd borrow! 
And hope to-morrow 
Might end my woes. 

Bnt unce in wailing 
There's nanght avaUing, 
For Death, nuking, 

WiU strike the blow; 
Then, for that reason. 
And for the season. 
Let us be merry 
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A wnywotn raoger, 
To jo J a stranger, 
Thruugh every danger 

My course I've run. 
How, death befriending. 
His Isst aid lemliDg, 
My grie& ore ending, 

My woes are lioae. 



Or hapless lover. 
Those cares are ovetw. 

" My cop runs low;" 
Then, for that itiason. 
And for llie saaaon, 
Let ue be merry 

Before we go ! 

This Bong was set to music ae a glee, and exquisitely sung by 
Vaughan, Bartleman, and Mrs. Billingtoa. It was very pop- 
ular. 

From a smatl collection of letters published five-and-thirty 
years ^o, I hare selected two as applicable to this interesting 
period of bis life. They aie pattieulariy cnrious, as the one 
describes his first journey to London, and the other his sensa- 
tions after a short domirale in that metropolis. There appears 
here and there, even in that youthful day, a tinge of the mel- 
ancholy which afterward so sadly overcast his latter years. 
The letters are addressed to the Rev. Henry Weston, who seems 
to have been an early college friend. The volume bas been 
out of print for very many years, and my extracts have been 
taken from a copy wbicb, fortunately, is to be found in the 
British Maseum, 



" I would have taken a last farewell cS my dear Harry from 
DuUin, if I had not written so shortly before I lefl it ; and, in* 
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deed, I WBE not sorry foi being exempt from a task for whicb. 
a thousand causes conspired to make mo, at that juncture, un- 
qualified. It was not without regret that I eould leave a 
country whicli my birth, education, and connectiona had ren- 
dered dear to me, and venture alooe, abnoEt a child of Fortune, 
into a laud of strangers. In such moments of despondence, 
when Fancy plays the self-tormentor, she commonly acquits 
herself to a miracle, and will not fai! to collect in a singlo 
group the most hideous forma of anticipated misfortune. I 
considered myself, besides, as resigning forever the little indul- 
gences that youth and inexperience may claim for their errors, 
and passing to a period of life in which the best can scarce es- 
cape the rigid severity of censure ; nor could the little vanity 
of taking the reins of my own conduct alleviate the pain of so 
dear-bought a transition from dependence to liberty. Full of 
these reflections, as I passed the gate I could not hut tarn, 
and take a last, lingering look of poor Alma Mater : it was 
the scene of many a boyish folly and of many a happy hour. 
I should have felt more confusion at part of the retrospect, had 
I not been relieved by the recollection of the valuable friend- 
ships I bad formed there. Though I am far Irani thinking 
such a circumstance can justify a past misconduct, yet I can 
not call that time totally a blank in which one has acquired 
the greatest blessing of humanity. It was with a melancholy 
kind of exultation I counted over the number of those I loved 
there, while my heart gave a sigh to each name in the cata- 
logue. Nay, even the Fellows, whom I never loved, 1 forgave 
at that moment — the parting tear blotted out every injury, and 
I gave them as hearty a benediction as if they had deserved it. 
As for my general acquaintance — for I could not but go the 
round — I packed their separate little sighs into one great sigh 
as I turned round on my heel. My old friend and handmaid 
Betty, perceiving me in motion, got her hip under the strong 
box with my seven shirts, which she had rested against the rails 
during the delay, and screwed up her face into a most rueful 
caricature, that might provoke a laugh at auothei time, while 
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Iter jQung eon Denny, graBping his waistband in one hand and 
a ba^et of sea provisions in the other, took the lead in the 
pToceEsion, and so we journeyed on to George's Quay, whera 
the ship was just ready to sail. "When I entered, I found iny 
fellow-passengers seated round a large table in the cabin : we 
were fourteen in number. A young Highland lord had taken 
the head of the table and the eonversatton, and, with a mod- 
esty pecultai to himself, gave a history of his travels, and his 
intimate oonnections with the princes of the empire. An old 
debauched officer was complaining of the gout, while a wom- 
an who sat next to him (good heaven, what a tongue !) gave 
* a long detail of what her father had snared from that disoi^ 
der. To do them all justice, they exerted themselres zeal- 
ously Sox the common entertainment. As for my part, I had 
nothing to say, nor, if I had, was luiy one at leisure to listsR 
to me ; so I took poesession of what the captain called a bed, 
wondering with Partridge ' how they could play so many dif- 
ferent tunes at the some time without putting each other out.' 
Z was expecting that tiie sea-sickness would soon give those 
restless mouths difierent employment, but in that I was disap- 
pointed. The sea was so calm that one only was sick during 
the passage, and it was not my good fortune that the Jot should 
fall on that devil who never ceased chattering. There wa« 
no cure but patience. Acoordingly, I never stirred from my 
tabernacle, unless to virat my basket, till we arrived at Park- 
gate. Here, after the usual pillage at the Custom-house, I 
laid my box down on the beach, seated myself upon it, and, 
casting my eyes over the Welsh mountains, began to reflect 
on the impossibility of getting back without the precarious ai- 
eistance of others. ' Poor Jack 1' thought I, ' thou wert never 
before so far from home hut thou mightest return on thine own 
legs. Here now must thou remain, for where here canit thoa 
expect the assLBtanoe of a friend?' "Whimsical as the idea 
was, it had power to affect me, until at length I was swak* 
ened from the revery by a £gure which approached me with 
the utmost afiability. Metbought his looks seemed to *>-J, 
B 
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'Why is thy epirit troubled?' He preBsed me to go kto his 
houK, and t« ' eat of hie bread,' and ' to drink of his drink.' 
There was bo much good-natured solicitude in the jjiTttation, 
'twas iireeiatible : I rose, therefore, and followed him, ashamed 
of ray uncharitable despondence. ' Surely,' thought I, 'there 
is still humanity left among uh,' as I raised my eyes to the 
.golden lettera over his door, that oflered repose and enteitaJn- 
meat to the wearied traveler. Here I resolved to stay for the 
night, and agreed for a place in his- coach next morning to 
Chester ; but, finding that my loquacious felbw-traveler had 
agreed for one in the same vehicle, I retracted my bargain, 
and agreed for my box only. I perceived, however, when I * 
arose next morning, that my box was not sent, though the 
coach was gone. I was thinking how I could remedy this un- 
lucky disappointment, when my firiendly host told me that he 
could furnish me with a chaise ! Confusion light upon him— 
what a strc4e was this ! It was not the few paltry shilhngs 
that vexed me, but to have my philanthropy, till that moment 
Tunning cheerily through my veins, and to have the current 
turned back suddenly by the detection of his knavery. Verily, 
Ycriot ! even thy gentle spirit, so meekly acoistomed to bear 
and forbear, would have been roused on such an occasion. I 
paid hutily for my enterlainmeiit ; and, shaking the dust from 
my foet at his gate, I marched with my. box on my shouldOT 
to a wagoner's at the other end of the town, where I entered 
it for London, and sallied forth toward Chestei on foot, I wa> 
so nettled at being the dupe of my own credulity, that I was 
.almost tempted to pass an excommunication on all mankind, 
«nd resolved never more to trust my ovro skill in physiognomy. 
Wiaiqted up in my apeoulations, I never perceived at what a 
late I was striding away, till I found myself in the suburbs of 
Chester, quite out of breath, and completely covered with dust 
and dirt. From Chester I set ont that evening in the stageu 
I slept about four hours next day at Coventry ; and the foUow- 
jng evening, at five o'clock, was in view of near a hundred and 
twen^ Bpirei, that are scattered fixim one side of the horizon 
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ito the other, snd seem alnust in the mist that perpetually cov- 
ers this prodigious capital. It 'would be impossible by descrip- 

-ftm to give any idea of the vnrioiiB objects that fill a strai^r, 
onhisiiTBt arrival, with Bnrpriee and aatoniahment. The mag- 
nificence of the churches, hospitals, and other public buildings, 
which every where present themselves, would alone be ample 
; Bul^ect of admiration to a spectator, though he were not dis- 
tracted with the ^auily display of wealth and dissipation con- 
tinually shifting before hia eyes, in the most extravagant forms 
of pride and ostentation — or by a hurry of businew that might 
make you think this the source from which life and motion are 
conveyed to the world beside. There are many places hei« 
not unworthy of particular inspection ; but, as my illness pre- 
vented me from seeing them on my first arrival, I shall sut- 
pend my curiosity till some future time, as I am determined 
to apply to reading, this vacation, with the utmost diligence, 
in orderto attend the courts next winter with more advantage. 
If I should happen to visit Ireland next Bummer, I shall spend 
a week before I go in seeing the curiositiea here — the king, 
and queen, and lions ; and if I continue in my present mood, 
you will see a strange alteration in your poor friend. That 
cursed fever brought me down so much, and my spirits are so 
reduced, that^ faith ! I don't remember to have laughed these 
sis weeks. Indeed, I never thought solitude could have leaned 
so heavily on me as I -And it does. I rise moBt commonly in 

:the morning between five and six, and read as much as my 
eyes will permit till dinuei-time ; I then go out and dine ; and 
from that till bed-time I mope about between my lodgings and 
the Park- For heaven's sake, send me some news or other — 

' for surely Newmarket can not be barren in such things — that 

' will teach me once more to laugh. I never received a single 
line from any one einee I came here. Tell me if you know any 

. thing about Keller : I wrote twice to that gentleman without 

■ being favored with any aitf wer. You will give my best re- 
Bpeota to Mrs. Aldworth and her family, to Doctor Creaghi ; 

'and don't forget my good friends Peter and Will Connel. 
" YouiB sincerely, J. P. C. 
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" P.S — I will cover this blank edge ■with entiesting yon 
to write cloEer than you commonly do, when you sit down to 
answer this ; and doa't make me pay lenpence HiX a half-penny- 
worth of white paper." 

LETTER n. 

LOHDOW, 1774. 

"Apjohn and I anived in London ahoat eight o'clock on 
Thursday. When I was set down, and threw myself into a 
box in the next cofiee-honse to me, I think I never felt so 
Bfrangely in my life. The struggle it coat me to leave Ireland, 
and the pain of leaving it as I did, had been hurried into a 
sort of numbness by the exertion of such an efibrt, and a cer- 
tain exclusion of thought which is oflen the consequence of a 
strong agitation of mind ; the huny also of the journey might 
have contributed to soothe for the moment these uneasy sen- 
sations. But the exertion was now over, the hurry was past, 
the barriers between me and reflectioii now gave way, and left 
me to be overwhelmed in the torrent. AIL the difficulties Z 
had encountered, the happy moments I had so lately passed, 
all now rushed in npon my mind in melancholy succeseioi), and 
engrossed the pang in their turn. 

" ' Revolving in hie altec'd soul 

The variouB tnmB of chance below. 
And now and then a ugh he stole. 

And tears begau to flow.' 

At length I roused myself from this mournful tevory ; and 
after writing a few wordi to Newmarket, set out in search of 
some of my old acquaintance. I sought them sorrowing, but 
there was not even one to be found ; they bad either changed 
their abodes, or were in the country. How trivial a vexation 
can wound a mind that is once .depressed ! Even this little 
disappointment, though it was of no consequence, though it 
could not surprise me, yet had the power to afflict me, at least 
to add to my other mortifications. I could not help being 
grieved at considering bow much more important changes may 
happen even in a shorter time ; how the dearest hopos and 
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ajost favorite projects of the heart may flonriah, and flatter oa 
vrith gaudy expectationB for a moment, and then, suddenly dit- 
appearing, leave us to lament over our wietchednesa and out 
creduUty. Pleased with the novelty of the world, we fasten 
eagerly on the bawble, till, satiated with enjoyment, or disgust- 
ed with disappointment, we resign it with contempt. The 
world in general follows our example, and we are soon thrown 
aside, like bawbles, in our turn ; and yet, dreary as the pros- 
pect is, it is no small satisfaction to be attached to, and to be 
assured of the attachment of, some worthy afiectionate souls, 
where we may find a friendly refuge from the rigors of our 
destiny ; to have even one congenial bosom on which the poor 
afilicted spirit may repoie, which will feelingly participate our 
joys or our eonowa, and, with equal readiness, catch pleasura 
from our successes, or strive to alleviate the anguieh of disap- 
pointment. 

' ' I this day left my lodgings. The people were so very un- 
ruly that I could stay no longer. I am now in No. 4 in St. 
Martin's Street, Iieicestei Fields, not lar from my former resi- 
dence. You will perhaps smile at the weakness, yet, I must 
confess it, never did I feel myself so spiritless, so wobegone, as 
when I was preparing for the removal. I had settled myself 
with an expectation of remaining till I should finally depart 
for Ireland ; I was now leaving it before that period, and my 
spirits sank into a mixture of peevishness and despoodenoe at 
the disappointment. 1 had emptied the desk belonging to the 
lodgings of my few movables, which I collected in a heap on 
the floor, and prepared to dispose of in my little trunk. Good 
heavens ! in how many various ways may the poor human 
heart be wounded ! Is it that even Philosophy can not so 
conlpletely plunge her children in the waters of wisdom, that 
a heel at least will not be left vulnerable and exposed to the 
dtmget of an arrow? Is the fable equally applicable to the 
mind as to the body ? And is all our firmness and intrepidity 
founded ultimately on our weakness and our foibles ? May 
all our giant fortitude be so lulled into slnmber, as, era it 
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ftwakes, to be chained to the ground by a. few Lilliputian griev- 
ancea, and held immovably by such aleEder fettera ? Wlqr 
else ahall we be. unaccountably depressed ? To leave the 
bienda of my heart, to tear myself firom theii last aSecting fare- 
well, to turn my lace to a distant region, separated ii:om them 
by mountains, and oceans, and tempesta — to endure all this with 
something like calmneae, and yet to feel pain at changing Irom 
one street to anothei ! Strange inconsistence ! And yet so it 
was. I proceeded very slowly to fill the trunk. I could not 
please myself in the packing. Some letters now. presented 
themselves ; I could not put them in without reading. At 
length I made an end of the work, and fell into another rev- 
ery. I called to mind my first acquaintance with my little 
trunk ; I industriously hunted my memory for every thing that 
any way related to it, and gave my recollection a great deal 
of credit for being so Huccessful in making me miserable. At 
length I got it behind Totii Gess, and saw p6or Tom edging 
forward to avoid its jolting, and longing to be leheved from its 
dura)u». I saw it embark ; over how many billows was it 
wafted from Cork to Bristol, over how many milee from Bris- 
tol to London ! And how small a portion of that distance 
must it meaaure back to-day ! And must I be equally slow 
in my return 1 With such sentiments I left Mis. Tumer'v, 
perhaps as completely miserable as any man in London. 

" As to my amusements, they are very few. Since I wrote 
last, I went to one play. I commonly spend even more time 
at home than I can employ in reading of an improving or 
amusing kind. As I live near the Park, I walk there some 
time every day. I -sometimes find entertainment in visiting 
the diver^ty or eating-places "with which this town abounds. 
Here every coal-porter is a politician, and vends his maxims 
in pubhc vrith all the importance of a man who thinks he is 
exerting himself for the public service ; he claims tbe privi- 
lege of looking as wise as possible, and of talking as loud ; of 
damning the ministry and abusing the king, with less reserve 
.than he would his own equal. Yet, Utile as these poor peo- 
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^e understand of the libmtf they contend so warmly for, or 
ef the moBurea tfaey lail against, it recoaciles me to their 
abeuidity by cousideiiiig that they are happy at eo small an 
expenae as being ridiculous ; and tbey certaiuly teceive moto 
pleasure from the power of abusing than they would from th& 
reformation of what they coadenm. I take the mora satis* 
faction in this kind of company, as, while it diverts me, it has 
the additional recommendation of reconciling economy with 
amusement. 

"Another portion of time I havo set apart every day for 
thinking of my absent friends. Though this is a duty that 
does not give much trouble to many, I have been obliged to 
eonfine it, or endeavor to confine it, within proper bounds. I 
have, therefore, made a resolution to avoid any reHections of 
this sort, except in their aUotted season, immediately after din- 
ner. I am then in a tranquil, happy humor, and I increastr 
that happiness by presenting to my fancy those I love in tha 
most advan^eous point of view ; so that, however severely 
I treat them when they intrude in the morning, I make them 
ample amends in the evening. I then assure myseU' that 
they are twice as agreeable, and as wise, and as good as they 
tealiy are. 

" I have lately made two acquaintances— one a Frraicb' 
man. Dr. Du G&vreau ; the other is a (rorman, Mr. Skell, 
for whom I am indebted to the doctor. With this latter I 
am not yet much acquainted ; the former is really a man of 
underetandtng, and, I believe, of worth. He is the sou of an 
advocate in Paris, and practiced there himself as a p|iysici«a 
for some time. He had conceived an aSection for a lady with 
whom the' difierence of their religion prevented his union at 
home ; but, alas ! I believe love is of no particular sect — at 
least so the lady seemed to think, for she quitted- F ranee with 
him, Mid took his honor as the security for his adhering to a 
ceremony performed between them in Holland. After thiea 
or four years' residence in Amsterdam, where I suppose his 
■practice ivas not considemble, he brought his wife and chiU 
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to England la«t November. She surviTcd the jonmey bat » 
few weeks, and left the poor man lurrounded by every dis- 
tieas. His frieade have pressed him to return, but he is de- 
termined at all events to remain in England rather than carry 
his daughter to a country where sbe would not be considered 
as Intimate. Rouelle bad hinted to me that there was 
■ometbing singular iu bis fortune ; but I did not know the 
particalara of it till a few days since, that I breakfasted with 
him. He had token his httle child on his knee, and, after 
trifling with her for a few moments, burst into teara. Such 
an emotion could not but excite as well as justify some shara 
of curiosity. The poor doctor looked as if he were conscious 
I felt for him, and his heart was too full to conceal his afflic- 
tion. He kissed his little orphan, as he called her, and then 
endeavored to acquaint me with the lamentable detail. It 
was the hardest story in the world to be told by a man of 
delicacy. He felt all the difficulties of it : he had many 
things to palhate, some that wanted to be justified.; he seemed 
fiilly Bensible of this, yet checked himself when he slided into 
any thing like defense. I could perceive the conflict shifting 
the colors on his cheek, and I could not but pity him, and ad- 
mire him for such an embarrassment. Yot, notwithstanding 
all his distress, he sometimes assumed all the gayety of a 
Fienclunan, and is a very entertaining fellow. These are the 
ocoasims on which we are almost justified in repitiing at the 
want of affluence, to relieve such a heart from part of its af- 
fliction ; surely for such a purpose it is not ambitious to wish 
for riches." 

After he had eaten through his terms at the Temple, he 
retnined to Ireland, where he formed a matrimonial connec- 
tion, which I wish most sincerely I could pass over in silence. 
Another pubhcation has, however — no doubt very innocently 
— revived the calamity, whioh, out of delicacy to the living, 
I shall touch with as light a pen as possible. It was indeed 
to him a fountain of perpetual bittetness, overflowing the fair- 
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est pTDBpects of his life, and mingling itielf with the aweeteBt 
eup of his proeperity. He often repeated the circumstutcea 
—often ladlf kmented to me the cooBequenoea of that union i 
but far be it from me to feed the mahgnant appetite of a 
heartless corioeitjr with the melancholy detail which fiiend- 
ship must lament, and a generous enmity would mourn in si- 
lence. This was the unfortunate period of his life, upon 
which political antipathy -and private envy gloated with a 
vile, envenomed giatificatioa. Facts were exa^erated — ■ 
falsehoods were invented — and exposed malignity took refuge 
in the universality of the libel which it first framed and then 
circulated. But no matter what was the cause of this ca- . 
lamity, he was its victim ; and a more equitable tribunal 
than that of this world has already weighed his infirmities 
against his virtues. 

His course of study and manner of amusing himself in Lon 
don be thug describes : " I have made some additions to my 
wardrobe, and purchased a jiddle, which I had till then de-'' 
nied myself Do ftot think, however, from my mentioning 
these indulgences, that I have diminished my hours of read- 
ing. All I have done by the change is employing the time 
that must otherwise be vacant in amusement instead of sol- 
itude. I still continue to read ten hours every day — seven 
at law, and three at history and the general principles of pol- 
itics ; and, that I may have time enough, I rise at half past 
four. I have contrived a machine after the manner of an 
houi-glaBH, which perhaps you may be curious to know, which 
wakens me regularly at that hour. Exactly over my head I 
have suspended two vessels of tin, one abpve the other. When 
I go to bed, which is always at ten, Z poui a bottle of water 
into the upper vessel, in the bottom of which is a hole of such 
a size as to let the water pass through so as to make the ia- 
ferior reservoir overflow in six hours and a half. I have had 
no small trouble in proportioning these veasels ; and I was 
still more puzzled fbt a while how to confine my head so a« 
to receive the drop, hut I have at length succeeded." 
B2 
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T]uwe who knew Mr. Cunan ia after life will be BurpriBed 
at the ten hoan of daily etudy, and particularly at the portion 
allotted to law. Every credit is due to his assertion, for he 
was a person of the strictest veracity. I ^ould imagine, 
however, that these laborions habits conld not hare lasted 
long. In general, and particnlaily in classical literature, he 
was well versed; in French a proficient, and minutely fe- 
miliar with the Sacred writings. His knowledge of law, 
however, was deemed very superficial, and, beyond all doubt, 
not such as to warrant the supposition that the seven hours 
of daily study could have been of long duration. In music 
he waa skilled, and the roention of " the fiddle" leminds me 
of trials to which I was often subject. It was when, at the 
Priory, he ehose to exhibit on the violoncello ! It was a very 
large instrument, and doubtless a very fine one, for his taste 
was fastidious : when, however, he got this machine between 
his feet, be gradoally Bcraped himself into such a fit of enthn- 
'siasm as to render gravity painful, if not impossible. Theie 
he sat, beneath the shadow of the instrument, which high 
tivertopped him, his under lip, as usual, protruded, his face 
glowing with self-satisfaction, his head moving to the music 
he was producing, and his phrensied eye now fixed on the au- 
ditor and now uplifted to the spheres, as if invoking them to ' 
pause and hsten. No doubt the music was excellent, but the 
muscles of man could not resist the drollery of its accompa' 
niments. It would seem, from the following extract, that 
Curran's own countenance was sometimes as severely taxed 
by others as mine was often thus, unquestionably, by himself 
" I have got acq&unled with a Miss Hurae, who is also an 
original in her way. She is a relation of the celebrated David 
Hume, and, I suppose, on the sbength of the kindred, sets up 
for a poUtician as well as a skeptic. She has heard his esfuya 
recommended, and shows her own discernment by pronouno- 
ing them unanswerable ; and talks of the famous Burke by 
the familiar app^aticm of Ned. Then she is so romantic 
and BO sentimental '. Nothmg for her but grots and purling 
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3, and piping diepherda ; and, to crovra all, it sags like 
a nightingale ! As I have not the best comtntutd oj rwi) mo 
c^, / ahcays propose putting out the candles [aJas \ when he 
performed for me, it was in faros4 day-lightj before the xmg 
begins, for the greater romanticality of the thing. It is aa 
expedient I used to have recourse to in the college, when I 
had the honor of teaching Nixon to sing. 'Tis a mioerahla 
tUng when a poor girl is bo miBtaken in her qualificatiwu aa 
to display only her ahsnrdities, and studiously to conceal every 
thing she ought not to be ashamed of. £ven this being wants 
not common sense, if she would bat use it. But what hare 
yon or I to do with (he text or cconment t" 

The occupation whioh he classes under the head of amos» 
meats was not, perhaps, the least profitable part of his study. 
A thorough knowledge of mankind in all itsYarieties, and of 
the world, with its ever-diiAing scenes of life and charaetcr, 
is one of the very best hbrariee whicha Nid Priuiadvooate 
can poBsess. " You will perhaps be at a loss to guess iriiat 
kind of amusement I allow myself Why, I'll tell you. I 
spend a couple of hours every night at a cofiee-house, where I 
am not a little entertained with a group of old poUti^ans, whe 
meet in order to debate oa the reports of the day. or to invent 
some for the next, with the other business of th« nation. 
Though I don't know that sociality is the rfianoteiistie of 
this people, yet politics are a. certain introduction to the dos- 
«et intimacy of cofiee-house acquaintance. I also rint a vari- 
ety of ordinaries and eating-houses, and they are' equally fer- 
■tile in game for a character-hunter. I think I have found out 
the cellar where Roderio Random ate shin of beef for three- 
pence, and actually drank out of the identical quart which 
the drummer squeezed together whan poor Strap qpilled the 
broth on his legs." 

' His sketch of a visit to Hampton Court is very ohantetec- 
istic, and, though written, conveys some idea of his usu»l style 
of conversation, The Mi. Apjohn whom he mentions in it 
EW his companioa was a young odlege friend to whoa he was 
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mach attached. Apjohn waa a pereon of much promii^ 
which unhappily was blighted by an early death. 

" The servant who showed ub the splendid apartments 
seined to be a good deal pleased with his manner of explain- - 
ing a snite of tapestry representing the Persian war of Alex- 
ander ; though a simple fellow, he had his lesson well by rote, 
and ran over the battles of Issus, Arhela, &c., with a suipris- 
ing flippancy. 'But where is Alexander?' cries Apjohn. 
' There, sir, at the door of Darius's tent, with the ladies at 
Ms feet.' ' Surely,' aaid I, ' that must be HephceBtion, for he 
was mistaken by the queen for Alexander.' * Fardtm me, sir, 
/ hope I knov! Ateaxinder better than that.' ' But which of 
the two do you really think the greater man V ' Greater ! 
bless your soul, sir, they are both dead these hundred years' 
Oh, Harry, what a comment on human vanity ! By my soul, 
there was the marrow of a thousand folios in the answer. I 
could not help thinking, at the ioHtant, what a puzzle that 
mighty man would be in, should he appear before a commit- 
tee from the temple of Fame to claim those laurels which he 
thought so much of, and he opposed in his demand, though his 
competitors were Thersites or the fellow who rubbed Buceph- 
alus's heels. How could his identity he ascertained % Chm- 
lilus, stand forth ; but should Mcerius contest the bays with 
Chtsrilus, would a million of critics decide the diference % 
What, then, must he the sentence ? Why, since the Con- 
queror can not be distinguished from the slave, let the chap- 
let be divided between them, et curru servus portetur eodent. 
Thus in a few years may my dear Harry be a Tillotson, and 
JUsJriend as much Cicero as Cicero kimsdf." 

It would appear that at this time he was fond of rambling 
kbout the vicinity of Z.ondon, and relating to his friends the 
impression which both the pet^le and the places made on him. 
The lefieotions suggested by a journey to Windsor are thus 
conveyed : 

Orwie Strest, LtaKolB't IiiB HsUb 

" I oan't say, howevei, tlut I was so takea with the faeM 



:,q,t,=cdbvCoOgli: 



CtntBAN AND Bia C0NTEHPOBARIE8. 8? 

of the swains ; .1 believe meet strongly that the English peas- 
ant must be very neatly as bad as the Hottentot, except that 
he IB better fed and better covered. In every Btnpid &oe you 
meet, you may read more than even you conceived of an En- 
glish boor. Haughty, ignorant, unsociable, credulous, unac- 
commodating — how different (abject as they are) from out 
poor countrymen ! Their foadness for gcnealc^, ra much de- 
spised here, and not without reason, gives them an advantage 
they could derive from no other source. When each poor in- 
dividual is supposed to contain, in his own person, the accu- 
mulated honors of many generations, they are led to treat each 
other with a politeness and respect proportioned to their im- 
aginary merit, and to cultivate a friendly intercourse, that 
contributes not a little to reclaim, and even to refine, the sen- 
timentB of the illiterate. And I have often thought the man- 
ner of lamenting over the dead co-operates strongly to preserve 
and improve this untutored sort of politeness, by keeping alive 
something like a taste for conversation in a language that 
wants neither expression nor extent, and by preventing that 
language from a decay into which it must otherwise have 
fallen. And to these you add the severe political grievances, 
and the still more cruel, miserable inducement to a strict as- 
sociation — the community of affliction and wretchedness — 
more than can be found either in France or Germany, and yet 
fostered in the bosom of a constitution boasted to be free, 

" In the Castle of Windsor is an equestrian statue of Charles 
II., 'with a most extravagant inscription in his praise. I never 
before felt so powerful an impulse ; and, had I been as strong 
as Samson, it might have fared ill with the horse as well as 
the rider. In truth, besides the impudence of attempting to 
impose so gross a falsehood on the world, 'tis taking away one 
great inducement to virtue from people in public capacities, 
by giving every villain room to hope that not oitly his vices 
shall be concealed, but that he may be handed down as a hero 
to posterity." 
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In the year 1775, with, as he said biniBelf, no living posses- 
sioQ but a pregnant wife, after much indecision respecting elu 
emigration to America, he was called to the Bar of Ireland. 
To that enlightened body, as at that day constituted, the " fu- 
ture men" of this country may be allowed to turn with an ex- 
cUBable, and, in some sort, a. national satisfaction. There were 
to be found her nobles, her aristocracy, her genius, her learn- 
ing, and her patriotism, all concentrated within that little cir- 
cle. No insolent pretension in the high frowned down the in- 
tellectual splendor of the humble : education compensated the 
waatof birth; industry supplied theinfeiiorltyof fortune ; and 
the law, which in its suitors knew no distinction bat that of 
justice, in its professors acknowledged none except that of 
merit. In other countries, where this glorious profession is de- 
graded into a trade— where cunning supplies the place of in- 
tellect, and a handicraft mechanism is the substitute for mind 
— where, in Curran's peculiar phrase, " men begin to measuro 
their depth by their darknese, and to fancy themselves pro- 
found because they feel they are perplexed" — no idea can be 
formed of that iUustrious body ; of the learning that informed, 
the genius that inspired, and the fire that warmed it ; of the 
wit that relieved its wisdom, and the wisdom that dignified 
its wit ; of the generous emulation, that cherished while it 
contended ; of the spotless honor, that shone no less in the he- 
reditary spirit of the highly bom than in the native integrity 
of the more bumble aspirant ; but, above all, of that lofty and 
unbending patriotism that at once won the confidence and en- 
forced the imitatioa of the country. It is not to be questioned 
that to the bar of that day the people of Ireland looked up, in 
.every emergency, with the most perfect reliance upon their 
talent and their integrity. It was then the nursery of the Par- 
liament and the peerage. There was scarcely a noble familjr 
in the land that did not enrol its elect in that body, by tho 
, study of law and the exercise of eloquence, to prepare them for 
the field of legislative exertion ; and there,.not unfiequently, 
there arose a genius (rem the very lowest of the people, who 
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VonluB'way'to tfaediBtinctiousof the senate, and wrested from 
pedigree the highest honoiB and offices of the cooBtitntion. It 
was a glorious spectacle to behold the hope of the peerage en- 
tering HUch an intellectual arena with the peasant's offirpring 
■^all difierence merged in that of mind, and merit alone d^ 
ciding the mperiority. On snch contests, and they were con- 
tinual, the eye of every rank in the community was turned: 
the highest did not feel their birth debased by the victories of 
intellect ; and the humblest expected, seldom, in vain, to ba 
ennobled in their turn. Many a personage sported the ermine 
on a back that had been coatless ; and the garter might have 
glittered on a leg that, in il« native bog, had been unencum- 
bered by a stocking. Among those who were most distinguish- 
ed when Mr, Curran came to the bar, and with whom aftei- 
ward, as chief justice, he not unfrequently came in collision, 
was Mr. John Scott, afterward better known by the title of 
Lord Ctonmel. This person sprang from a. very humble rank 
of life, and laiaed himself to his subseqaent elevation, partly 
by his talents, partly by bis courage, and, though last, not leasti 
by hij^very superior knowledge of the world. During the 
stormy administration of Lord Townsend, he, on the recom- 
mendation of Lord Lifibrd, the then chancellor, was elected to 
a seat in the House of Commons, and from that period ad- 
vanced gradually through the subordinate offices to his station 
on the bench. In the year 1770, and during the succeeding 
Bessions, he had to encounter, almost altHie, an opposition bead- 
ed by Mr. Flood, and composed of as much efiective hostility 
as ever faced a treasury bench. His powers were rather ver> 
eatile than argumentative ; but when he failed to convince, he 
generally succeeded in diverting ; and if he did not, by the 
^avity of his reasoning, dignify the majority to which he sed- 
-nlottsly attached himself, he at all events covered their retreat 
with an ezhanstless quiver of alternate sarcasm and ridicule. 
Added to this, he had a perseverance not to be fatigued, and 
a personal intrepidity altogether invincible. When he oonld 
not overcome, be swaggered ; and whm he could not bully, he 
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&inglit. " All the light artiUeiy," lays Hardy, " and total 
war of jests, bon mota, pointed saTcasms, popular stories and 
popular allusions, were entirely hia own." Successful as Lord 
Clonmel was in his political career, be fay no means looked 
back on it with satisfaction. It is recorded of him that be 
said, on his death-bed, " As to myself, if I were to begin Ufe 
again, I would ratbei be a chimney-aweepeT than connected 
with the Irish government." The asperities of his public 
conduct were, however, invisible in private. He was Stored 
with anecdote — Seldom, certainly, very delicate in the selec- 
tion ; but his companionable quahties were well seconded by 
the fidelity of his friendships ; and it is true of him that he 
never made an insincere profession or forgot a favor. " He 
had," Bays one who knew him well, " many social virtues, and, 
in convivial hours, much affected wit and pleasantry, with a 
cordial civility of maimers. To his great honor be it recorded 
that he never forgot an obligation ; and as his sagacity and 
knowledge of mankind must have been pre-eminent, bo his grat- 
itude to persons who had assisted him in the mediocrity of his 
fortune was unquestionable, and marked by real generosjly and 
munificence." On the bench, indeed, and in some instances 
with Mr. Curran, he was occasionally very overbearing ; but 
a bar such as I have described was not easily to be overborne ; 
and, for some asperity to a barrister of the name of Hackett, 
he was, ailec a professional meeting of the body — at which, 
though chief justice, he had but one supporter — obliged to 
confess and apologize for his misconduct in the public papers ! 
The death of Lord Clonmel is said to have originated in a 
very curious incident. In the year 1792, Mr, John Magee, 
the spirited proprietor of the Dublin Ev^ng Post, had a fiat 
issued against him in a case of libel, for a sum which the do- 
fendant thought excessive. The bench and the press were di- 
rectly committed ; and in. such a case, had a judge tenfold the 
power he has, he would bo comparatively harmless. The sub- 
ject made a noise — was brought before Parliament — and was 
at last, at least poUtically, set at rest by the defeat of the chief 
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justioe, and the restriction of the judges in future, in sucb 
cases, to an inferior and a definite sum. Diacomfited and mor- 
tified, Lord Clonmel retreated from the contest ; hut he re- 
treated like a harpooned leviathan — the barb was in his back, 
and Magee held the cordage. He made the life of bh enemy 
a. burden to him. He exposed his errors, denied his merits, 
magnified his mistakes, ridiculed his pretensions, and, continu- 
ally edging without overstepping the boundary of libel, poured 
upon the chief justice, from the battery of the press, a per- 
petual broadside of sarcagm and invective. " The man," says 
Doctor Johnson, challenging Junius — "the man who vilifies 
established authority is sure to find an audience." Iiord Clon- 
mel too fatally verified the apothegm. Wherever he went, he 
was lampooned by a baUad-singer or laughed at by the popu- 
lace. Nor was Magee's arsenal composed exclusively of pa- 
per ammunition. He rented a field bordering his lordehip's 
highly improved and decorated demesne ; he advertised, rhonth 
after month, that on such a day he would exhibit in this field 
a grand Olympic pia-hunt, that the people, out of gratitude 
for their patronage of bis newspaper, should be gratuitous spec- 
tators of this revived classical amusement ; and that ho waa 
determined to make so amazing a, provision of whisky and por- 
ter, that if any man went home thirsty it should be his own 
fault. The plan completely succeeded : hundreds and thou- 
eands assembled; every man did justice to his entertainer's 
hospitality, and his lordship's magnificent demesne, uprooted 
and desolate, next day exhibited nothing hut the ruins of the 
Olympic pig-hunt. The Rebellion approached — the popular 
exasperation was at its height — and the end of it was, that 
Magee went mad with his victory, and Lord Clonmel died, 
literally broken-hearted with his defeat and his apprehensions. 
The chief justice, toward the close of his life, was delicate 
in health, and frequent reports of his death were circulated. 
On one of these occasions, when he was really very ill, a 
friend said to Curran, " "Well, they say Clonmel is going to 
die at last. Do you believe it ?" " I believe," said Curran, 
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" he IS scouadiel enough to live or die, just as it ^its his own 
convenience." 

The sketch of this remarkable man can not be mare apprcH 
priately terminated than by the following scene, the accuracy 
of which is vouched by Mr. Rowan, at whose trial he hai 
presided as chief justice. The colloquy is said to be an aver- 
age specimen of Clonmel's manner, and conveys a strange- 
character of the times in which such conduct could have been 
hazarded by a judge. This memorable trial (of which more 
anon) was stormy and exciting, and not the less hateful to 
Clonmel, because occasioning one of Curran's most magajli- 
cent orations, perhaps his very best. Seeing a report of the 
trial advertised, the chief justice instantly summoned the 
publisher to his private residence, on whose appearance Clon- 
mel commenced : 

• " Your servant, Mr. Byrne. I perceive you have adver^ 
tised Mr. Rowan's trial." 

Btkne, "The advertisement, my lord, is Mr, Kowan'g; 
he has selected me as hia publisher, which I think an honor, 
and I hope it will be profitable." 

I^ORD C. " Take care, air, what you do : I give yon this 
caution ; for if there are any reflections on the judges of the 
land, by the eternal G — ! ! I will lay you 5y the heels." 

Byhne, " I have many Hianks to return to your lordship 
for the caution. I have many opportunities of going to New- 
gate, but I have never been ambitious of the honor, and I 
hope in this case to Bland in the same way. Your lordship 
knows I have but one principle in trade, which is, to make 
money of it ; and that, if there were two publications giving 
different features to the trial, I would publish both. There 
is a trial published by Mr. M'Kenzie." 

Lord C, " I did not know that ; hut, say what you may 
on the subject, if you print or pubUsh what may inflame the 
mob, it behooves the judges of the land to notice it ; and I tell 
you, by the Eternal, if you publish and misstate my expres- 
^ns, I will lay you by the heels. One of Mr. Eowan's ad- 
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<Foaates set out with an inSamtnatory speech, miBslating what 
[ said, and stating what I did not say. I immediately denied 
it, and appealed to the court and the gentl&tien in it, and 
they all contradicted him as well as myself. Those speeches 
"weTe made for the moh, to mislead and inflame them, which 
I feel it my duty to curb. If the publication is intended to 
ahuse me, I don't value it ; t have beea so long in the habit 
of receiving abuse that it will avail little. But I caution 
you k&ui you piMish it ; for if I find any thing reflecting on 
OT misstating me, I vnU take care of you!" 

Bykne. " I should hope Mr. Rowan has too mnch honor 
to have any thing misstated or inserted in his trial that would 
involve his publisher." 

LordC. " What! is Mt. Rowan preparing his own trial?" 

Byrne. " He is, my lord." 

Lord C. "Oho, oho! thatis a difierent thing. That gen- 
tleman would not have been better used by me, standing in 
the situation that he did, had he been one of the princes of 
the blood." 

Btkne. " My lord, Mr. Kowan being his own printer, I 
stand only as his publisher ; you know he will publish his 
own trial." 

Lord C " Even as his publisher, Ivnll take care of you, 
and I have no objection, to this being known." 

Btbne. " I return your lordship many thanks I !" 

Another, but a very difierent chatacter, at that time itt 
high eminence at the Irish bar, was the justly celebrated 
Walter Hussey Burgh, a man reverenced hy his profession', 
idolized by his friends, loved by the people, honored by the 
crown, and highly respected even by those'who differed from 
him. The history of no country, perhaps, hands down a char- 
acter on its records upon which there esists less difference of 
opinion than on that of Hussey Butgh : as a man, benevo- 
lent, friendly, sincere, and honest ; as a barrister, learned, el- 
oquent, ardent, and disinterested ; as a senator, in power 
tespected by the opposition, and out of it by the ministry ; he 
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Tras always allowed principle, and heard with delight. Sit 
life was one continued glow of intellectual splendor ; and 
when he sank, the bar, the senate, and the country felt a tem- 
porary eclipse. Of his eloquence, the reporters of that day 
were too ignorant faithfully to transmit any fair memorial to 
posterity ; and the memory of his few remaining contempo- 
raries rather retains the general admiration of its eliect than 
any particular specimen of his language. " The graces," 
lays Hardy, in his Idfe of Lord ChaTlemont, " embelli6hed 
all that he said ; but the graces aie fugitive or periahahle. 
Of his admired speeches, but few, if any, records are now to 
bo found ; and of his harmonious, flowing eloquence it may 
be said, as Tacitus did of an eminent speaker in his time, 
' Haterii canorum iUvd, et proflue?is, cum ipso eztinctum 
est." I have heard of but one sentence which had escaped 
unmutilated. Speaking of the oppressive laws which had 
coerced Ireland, and ended in the universal resistance of the 
people and the establishment of the Volunteers, he warmed, 
by degrees into the following flne classical allusion : " Talk 
not to me of peace," said he ; " Ireland is not in a state of 
peace ; it is smothered war. England has sown her laws like 
dragons' teeth, and they have sprung up armed men." The 
fire of his manner, the silver tone of his voice, the inimitable 
graces of his action, all combined, gave such irresistible eflect 
to this simple sentence so delivered, and addressed to an au- 
dience so prepared, that a universal burst of enthusiasm is 
said to have issued from the House, and to have been echoed 
by the galleries. 

It is, indeed, deplorable to think that almost every vestige 
of such a man should be lost. He lives but in the eager pane- 
gyric of his contemporaries, but they are panegyrics of men 
trustworthy and competent. " The member for Dublin Col- 
lege," says one of them, " was mild, moderate, and patient. 
He was proud without arrogance, and dignified without eflbrt. 
Equally attentive to public concerns and careless of his own, 
))» had neither a-varice to acquire wealth, nor parsimony tg 
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hoard it. Liberal even to profusion, friendly to a. fault, and 
disinterested to a weakness : lie was honest without aifluence, 
and ambitious without corruption. His eloquence was of the 
highest order— figurative, splendid, and convincing. At the 
bar, in FBrliament, and among the people, he was eqnally ad- 
mired and universally respected." Burgh never for a mo- 
ment suffered his own personal interests to Bupersede his duty 
to the country. On two several occasions, where thejclabhed, 
he never hesitated. In 1789, when an eminent law-officer 
(I think prime sergeant), I find him moving an amendment to 
the address in. such terms as these : " I never will support any 
government in fraudulently concealing from the king the rights 
of his people. The high offic.e which I possess can hold no com- 
petition with my principles and my conscience, and I shall con- 
sider the relinquishment of my gown as only a just sacrilioo 
upon the altai of ray country. Strong statement, rather thaa 
pathetic supplication, is adapted to the crisis ; and the amend- 
ment which I propose is, that it is not by expedients that this 
country is to be saved from impending ruin." Nor were these 
mere words ; Burgh well knew at what cost he did his duty. 
"When the true patriot resumed his seat, he said to the friend 
next to him, " t have now sealed the door against my own pref- 
erment, and 1 have made the fortune of that man," pointing 
to his probable successor. This is rare disinterestedness, and 
the more admirable, because he could very ill afford the sao- 
lifice he volunteered. But it is delightful to reflect that a 
nation's gratitude responded to hia virtue, and redeemed his 
children from its inevitable consequences. On his death, Mr. 
Gisttan, overpowered by his emotions, thus addressed the 
House of Commons : " I am unable," said he, " to do justico 
to my feelings on the subject on which I address you. The 
death of the late Chief-baron Burgh has inflicted too deep a 
wound on the community at large, and on this house in par- 
ticular, to need any coloring from me. He died, I grieve to 
say, in circumstances very inadequate to his station. Four 
daughters ajid one son are left unprovided for ; and his many 



:,q,t,=cdbvCoOgli: 



"46 ecTBRAN AND BIS CONTEMPOKABtEi. - 

virtues, and his public secvices, demand tb&t hie children shall 
become the children of the country." . He then moved an ad- 
dresa, containing " the earnest entreaty of the House that his 
majesty 'would cause piovisioa to he made for the family of 
the late chief baron, as a reward for his integrity and ability 
in the seat of justice, and the services he had rendered to the 
nation," Mr. Yelverton {his aucceasor on the bench) followed, 
" I know not," said he, " in wnat character of his hfc, whether 
public or private, he most commanded our admiration — wheth- 
er as the humane advocate of the unfortunate, ba the tender 
husband and father, or on the bench impartially administering 
justice, ever tempered with clemency." He could proceed no 
Jarther. His full heart choked his utterance, and he sank into 
his seat amid the sympathy of the crowded house, who instant- 
ly voted the address 'Aith acclamations. This afiecting acene 
made so deep an impression upon Grattan, that, in after years, 
he thus pathetically and beautifully alludes to it : "I moved 
for his pension. I did it iirom a natural and instinctive feel- 
ing. I came to this Houae from his hearse. What concern 
.£ret suggested, reason afterward confirmed. Do I lament 
that pension? Yea, because in it I lament the mortality of 
nobleemulation, of delightful various endovementa; and, above 
all, because I feel the absence of him who, if now here, would 
have inspired this debate, would have aaaerted your privileges, 
exposed the false pretenses of prerogative, and added an an- 
gelic voice to the councils of the nation." Flood, Grattan'a 
great rival, did not withhold his tribute. " Huasey Burgh," 
he aays, " was a man dead to every thing but his own honor, 
' and the grateful memory of hia country ; a man over whose 
■ life or grave envy never hovered ; a man ardently wishing to 
' Bcrve his country hiiDself, but not wishing to monopolize the 
.service — ^wishing to participate and communicate the" glory. 
. My noble friend — I beg pardon, he did not live to be ennobled 
: by patent — ^he was ennobled by nature." This necessarily 
-. mere outline of a much-venerated man can not be more fitly 
- txaicluded than by the following iragnuat, which has b«en 
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preserved ; it la the peroration to his speech on the motion ta 
place four thousand Irish soldiers at the disposal of goTem- 
jnent during the American war: "Having no enemies to en- 
counter, no partisans to serve — without passions, without prej- 
udices, without fear, 1 have delivered my sentiments on the 
present question— one of the greatest importance. I will not 
vole a single man agaiUBt America without an accompanying 
address recommending conciliatory measures, I foresee the 
conclusion of this war. If rainiaters are victorious, it will 
only he establishing a right to the harvest after they have 
burned the grain — it will be establishing a right to the stream 
after they have cut ofi'the fountain. Such is my opposition 
— a method ill calculated to secure emolument or to gain pop- 
ularity. My conduct will not please either party. But I de- 
.spise profit — I despise popularity, if one is to be gained only by 
.base servility, and the other purchased by blind zeal. Fore- 
well profit, farewell popularity, if, in acquiring you, fair fame 
is to be the victim." These were not mere words ; he re- 
signed office once, and spumed it a second time, rather than 
support government against his conviction. Yet to no man 
was office more necessary, as he lived in a style surpassing 
.even Irish extravagance. His country lost him in 1783, at 
the age of forty. 

Another barrister who had immediately preceded the period 
,of Mr. Curran was the Right Hoa. John Hely Hutchinson, the 
founder of a very distinguished family. From every account, 
he must have been a most extraordinary personage. After hav- 
ing amassed a large fortune at the bar, and held a distinguished 
, .Beat in the senate, he accepted the provostship of Trinity Col- 
lege, and was, I believe, the first person promoted to that rank 
who bad not previously obtained a feUowship. His appoint- 
ment gave great offense lo the University ; but he little heeded 
the resentment which was the consequence of any pecuniary 
.promotion ; and, indeed, such was his notoriety in this respect, 
.that Lord Townsend, wearied out with his applications, is re- 
. ported to have exclaimed, " By G— '. if I gave Hutchinson 
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England anil Ireland for aa estate, lie would solicit the Isle 
of Man for a potato garden .'" The. whole college combined 
against him, but it was ouly to prove the imbecility of mere book- 
worms when opposed to a man of the ■world. " The provost," 
eaid Goldsmith, " stands like an arch — every additional press- 
ure only shows his strength," He justified the observation — 
withstood all his enemies — and is said, when he was at the 
head of the University, actually to have had one of his daugh- 
ters gazetted for amajority of horse, which commission she held 
for several days, until an opportunity ofieied for her selling 
out to advantage .' Mr. Fox calls him " one of Ireland's em- 
inent jobbers, who, after having obtained the prime sergeantcy, 
the secretaryship of state, and twenty other great places, in- 
sists on a major's half pay from the lord lieutenant." It 
will readily be believed that the man who could thus capti- 
vate the court and command the University must have been 
no very ordinary personage. Yet he owed his power much 
more to his genius than to his servility. With no common 
influence at the Castle, he is well known to have differed with 
ministers upon the most important questions — among the rest, 
the Catholic — and to have reseated himself upon the Treasury 
bench with an influence rendered more respectable by the 
proofs of his independence. It is very true that he provided 
amply for his family ; and I am glad he did so, because on 
many occasions they have proved themselves ornaments to 
their country. If it was a weakness, it was, at all events, an 
amiable one; and few there were in political life who have 
had the good fortune to find in the merits of its objects such 
a. justification for their partiality. The provost seemed to 
have been bom a courtier. He had the power beyond almost 
all men of disguising his emotions ; and, when he chose, yon 
might just as easily have extorted from a mask as from his 
countenance what was passing within him. Of this faculty 
there is a memorable instance given in his treatment of Dr. 
Magee, bishop of B-aphoe, aflerward Archbishop of Dublin, 
and author of the celebrated work on the Atonement. Hutdi- 
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inson wu proToet, and had proposed his son for the Tepresenta- 
tion of the University. Magee was a fellow, and had a vole. 
The fellows, after a certain time, must be ordained, UDless they 
obtain a diEpecsation fram the provost ; and such dispeaaatioa 
vae the wish next Magee's heart, as his rare talents must 
have rkiaed him to the very highest station at the bar. He 
was given to understand it would be granted, provided he voted 
for the provost's son. This, however, a previous promise 
(which, of course, he was too honorable to violate) withheld 
him from doing. The provost had just heard of the refusal, 
and was in a paroxysm of rage when Magee came to solicit 
the diepensatiou ; his face was instantly all sunshine ; with 
the most inefiable sweetness be took the offending applicant 
by the hand. " My dear sir, consider," said he, " I am placed 
guardiait over the youth of Ireland. How couid I answer 
it to wty c(mscie)ice or my country if I deprived the Univer- 
sity ofsuch a tutor!" " Never," said Magee, repeating the 
anecdote, " never did politician look deceit so admirably." 
The three barristers whom I have thus indiscriminately ga- 
lected were tost in a crowd of others equally eminent at the 
Irish bar, at this interesting epoch in Mr. Carran's lile. Of 
the immediate contemporaries who commenced the race of 
competition along with him, we shall find many eminently 
distinguished both in the legal and parliamentary history of 
the country. 

Called, as we have thus seen him, to the bar, he waa with' 
out friends, without connections, without fortune, conscious 
of talents far above the mob by which he was elbowed, and 
cursed with sensibility which rendered him painfully alive to 
the mortifications he was fated to experience. Those who 
have risen to professional eminence, and recollect the impedi- 
ments of such a commencement — the neglect abroad — the 
poverty perhaps at home — the frowns of rivalry — the feani 
of friendship— the sneer at the first essay — the prophecy that 
it will be the last— discouragements as to the present — foro- 
faodingi as to the futura— some who are established endeavor- 
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ing to cruEh the chance of competition, and lonie who havA 
failed, anxious for the wretched consolation of companionship 
— those who recollect the comfortB of snch an apprenticeship 
may duly appreciate poor Curraa'a situation. After toiling 
'for a very inadequate Teoompense at the seaaions of Cork, and 
wearing, aa he said himself, his teeth almost to their stumpt^ 
be proceeded to the metropohs, taking for his wife and young 
children a miserable lodging upon Hay HiU. Term after 
term, without either profit or profeaaiDnal reputation, he paced 
the hall of the Four Courts. Yet even thus he was not alto- 
gether undistinguished. If his pocket was not heavy, his 
heart was light ; he was young and ardent, buoyed up not 
leas by the consciousnesB of what he felt within, than by the ' 
encouraging comparison with those who were successful around 
him ; and he took his Btation among the crowd of idlers, whom 
he amused with bis wit, or amazed by hie eloquence. Many 
even, who had emerged from that crowd, did not disdain oc- 
casionally to glean from his conversation the rich and varied 
treasures which he squandered with the most unsparing prodi- 
gality ; and some there were who observed the brightness of 
the infant luminary struggling through the obscurity that 
clouded its commencement. Among those who had the dii- 
ciimination to appreciate, and the heart t« feel for him, luck- 
ily for Curran, was Mr. Arthur Wolfe, afterward the unfor- 
tunate but respected Lord Kilwarden. The first fee of any 
consequence which he received was through his recommenda- 
tion ; and his recital of the incident can not be without its 
interest to the young professional aspirant whom a temporarf 
neglect may have sunk into dejection. " I then lived," said 
he, " upon Hay Hill ; my wife and children were the chief 
furniture of my apartments ; and as to my rent, it stood pretty 
much the same ohance of liquidation with the national debt. 
Mn. Cuiian, however, was a barrister's lady, and what An 
mmled in wealth she was well determined should be supplied 
by dignity. The landlady, on the other hand, had no idea of 
any gradation except that of pounds, shillingi, and poiea. I 



. / 



,/* Cqitl^cdbvCoOgli: 



.'CDBRAN AND BIS CONTEUPOKABIEfl. 61 

.valked oat one moniiDg to SToid the perpetual alteicatknu 
on the lubject, with my mind, you may imagine, in no very 
enviable temperament. I fell into the gloom to which, from 
my infancy, I had been occ&Eioaally subject. I had a family 
for whcon I had no dinner, and a landlady for whom I had 

. so rent. I had gone abroad in despondence — I returned hotno 
almost in desperation. When I opened the door of my Etndy, 
where Lavater alone could have found a library, the first ob- 
ject which presented itself was an immense folio of a brief, 
twenty golden guineas wrapped up beside it, and the name 
of Old Bob JJi/ons marked upon the back of it. I paid my 
landlady — bought a good dinner — gave Bob I^yons a share 
of it—and that dinner was the date of my prosperity." Such 
was bis own exact account of his professional advancement : 
and perhaps the reader may feel some interest attached to the 
person of the man who thus held out to Curran the hand of 
encouragement, when he was trembling upon the pivot of hia 
destiny. A personal- acquaintance has given me,'in some de- 
gree, the means of gratifying his curiosity. Bob Lyons, the 
attorney, was a perfect, but, indeed, a very favorable specimen 
of a class of men now quite extinct in Ireland, and never, per- 
haps, known in any other country in creation. They were a 
kind of compound of the rack-rent squire and the sharp law 
practitioner— careless and craving — extravagant and usurious 
— honorable and subtle — just as theii education or their na- 
ture happened to predominate at the moment. They had too 
much ignorant conceit not to despise the profession, and too 
many artificial wants not at times to have recourse to its ar- 
cana. The sohcitor of the morning was the host of the even- 
ing ; the invilat'um, perhaps, catne on the back of the capias, 
and the gentleman of uTidoubted Milesian origin capped the 
climax of his innumerable bumpers with toasting confusion to 
the gentleman by act of Farliament. This race of men, a 
genus in themselves distinct and peculiar, grew like an ez- 
creaceuce upon the system of the country ; the Irish squire of 

.half a century ago seamed not to be in debt ; it would be b» 
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neath hia dignity to live withia his income ; and next to not 
incuniag a. debt, the greatest degradation would have been 
voluntarily to pay one. The consequence necessarily of cred- 
itors was law, and the indispensable consequence of law was 
an attorney ; but those whom law estranged the table reunit- 
ed — the squire became reconciled to the attorney over a bottle 
— to avoid his pTocesa he made him his agent, and the estate 
Boon passed from their alternate possession by the same course 
of ruinous prodigality. 

Such was the community of which old Bob Lyons was a 
most difitinguished member, but of which, as I have said be- 
fore, he was a most favorable specimen. Plausible in his 
manners and hospitable in his habits, those vbo feared him 
for his undoubted skill as a practitioner, esteemed him for his 
convivial quahties as a companion. Nor had even his indus- 
try the ill favor of selfishness. If he gained all he could, still 
he spent all he gained ; and those who marveled at the pov- 
erty of his neighborhood, could easily have counted his pe> 
sonal acquisitions. Mo matter who might be the poorer for 
him, he was the richer for no man ; in short, it seemed to be 
the office of hia left hand lavishly to expend what his right 
hand assiduously accumulated. When I became lirst ac- 
quainted with him, he had reaped the harvest of two thirds 
of a century, and alternately sued and entertained two thirds 
of the province of Connaught, in whioh he resided. He had 
all the pleasantry of youth in his address, and art struggled 
hard to set off the lingering graces of his exterior. His clothes 
were always adjusted to a nicety ; a perennial Biutus rendered 
either baldness or graynesa invisible ; and the jet black hquid 
that made his boot a mirror, renovated the almost traceless 
sanicirde of his eydtroio! Such to an iota was old Boh Ly- 
ons ; and to him Curran has often t<^ me he owed, not 
merely much of his prosperity, but many of the pleasantest 
hours of his existence. The case in which he employed him 
first was the Sligo election petition cause, between Ormsby 
and Wynne— a species of litigatioa from which, thanks to the 
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TJnion, no young Irish batriater -will ever date hia prosperity 
in future. In this cause Mr. Curran eminently distinguished 
himself; and so grateful was Lyons for his exertions, that he 
gave him professional business afterward in succession to the 
full amount of eleven hundred pounds. This, of courGe, quite 
established him in the world ; the landlady upon Hay Hill 
began to view him in altogethei a different aspect ; and a 
house of his own, furnished at all points, rewarded hie friend 
Lyons with no churlish hospitality. Lyons's country rea* 
dence was situated on the sea-shore, about ten miles to the 
northwest of Sligo. Mount Raven, located in the midst of 
an extensive Tahbit-warren, opened its doors to you after you 
bad ascended to them by about thirty stone steps. The En- 
glish reacter can have no idea whatever of such a residence in 
such a country. Scenery rude, varied, and romantic — rock 
npon rock tossed together in the most fantastic groupings — 
and mountainB, of every height and every shape, frowning 
over the vast expanse of the Atlantic Ocean — give rather 
shelter than habitation to a people who have proclaimed eter- 
nal warfare with civilization. Half a century has since 
passed over them without introducing an innovation upon 
their ancient customs ; and the feats of their forefathers, too 
outrageous for perpetration, and the articles of their aupersti- 
tion, too monstrous for credulity, have now rooted themselvee 
into a kind of prescriptive reverence. The seals that infest 
their coasts in great unmbeis they believed to be animated by 
the souls of their antiquated maiden relatives — a supposition 
certainly far more creditable to the chastity of the one sex 
than the gallantly of the other ; the rocks, that with their 
echoes " syllable men's names," are the established residence 
of some rustic wizard ; and the fairies, numerous enough at 
the dawn of the morning, never failed to double the number 
toward the conclusion of the frequent holiday. Such was the 
Bcene in Cunan'a early hfe of many a long vacation. Here 
the voice, upon whose accents the senate and the peojde 
iaokg, vraa loud in the revelry of the village wake { and the 
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mind atored with every classic treasure, and inspired with 
every sublime perceptioa, rivaled the peasant's mirth, and 
wore familiarly the peasant's merriment. Nor was this idle 
jocularity without its value. ' Oftea afterward, in his profes- 
eional circuit, the hearer, who stood entranced at an eloquence 
that seemed to flow from the very fount of inspiration, would 
see him suddenly, with some village witness, assume the vul- 
gar air> and attitude, and accent, until his familiarity whee- 
dled the confession which his ingenuity never could have ex- 
torted. Various were the anecdotes with which Mr. Curran 
used to exemplify the annals of MuUaghmore and the history 
of Boh Lyons. But many of them owed half their value to 
their local interest, and many of them were of a nature mora 
suited to the table than the press. To me, who from my in- 
fancy had been familiar with all the locahties of the scene, 
he delighted to repeat them ; and as he sported in the retro- 
spect of days so long gone by, the very spirit of the poet's 
veteran revived within him : he lived over again the pleas- 
ures he was describing. 

In one of these excursions, a very singular circnmstance 
had almost rendered this the termination of his bic^raphy. 
He was on a temporary visit to the neighboring town of Sli- 
go, and was one morning standing at his bed-room window, 
which overlooked the street, occupied, as he ttdd me, in ar- 
ranging his portmanteau, when be was stunned by the report 
of a blunderbuss in the very chamber with him, and the panes 
above his head were all shivered into atoms. He looked sud- 
denly around in the greatest consternation. Tha room was 
fill) of smoke, the blunderbuss on the floor just discharged, 
the dooE closed, and no human being hut himself discoverable 
in the apartment ! If this had happened in his rural tetreat, 
it could readily have beeil reconciled through the medium of 
tome ofiended spirit of the village mythology ; but, as it was, 
ha was in a populous town, in a civilized family, among 
Christian doctrines, where the iiuries had no power, and their 
gambols no currency ; and, to crown all, a poor cobbler, into 
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whoM stall on tbe opposite side of the street the slugs had 
penetrated, hinted in no very equivocal tenns that the whole 
afituT was a conspiracy against his li&. It was hy no meani 
a pleasant addition to the chances of assassination to be loud< 
ly declaimed against by a crazed mechanic as an ^ga^M'n 
himself. Day a.ttei day passed away without any solution 
of the mystery ; when one evening, as the servants of the 
lamily were conversing round the fire on so miraculous an 
escape, a little nrchin, not ten years old, was heard so to won- 
der how su(A an aint was missed, that a universal suspicion 
was immediately excited. He was alternately flogged and 
coaxed into a confession, which disclosed as much precocious 
and mal^^nant premeditation as perhaps ever maiked the an- 
nals of juvenile depravity. This Uttle miscreant had received 
a box oa the ear from Mr. Cnrran for some alleged miscon- 
duct a few days before ; the Moor's blow did not sink into a 
mind more furious for revenge, or more predisposed by nature 
lor such deadly impressions. He was in the bed-room by 
mere chance when Mr. Cnrran entered ; he immediately hid 
himself in the curtains till he observed him too busy with hii 
portmanteau for observation ; he then leveled at him the olj 
blundetbuM, which lay charged in the comer, the stifihesi of 
whose trigger, too strong for his infant fingers, alone prevent- 
ed the aim which he- confessed he had taken, and which had 
so nearly terminated the occupations of the oohbler. The 
door was ajar, and, mid the smoke and tenor, he easily slip: 
ped out without discovery. I had the story verbatim a few 
months ago from Mr. Curran's Jips, whose impreasions on tlw 
subject it was no wonder that forty years had not obliterated. 
Frem this period he began rapidly to rise in prefeasional es- 
timation. There was no cause in the metropolis of any inter- 
est in which he was not concerned, nor was there a county in 
the provinces which at some time or other he did not visit on 
a special retainer. It was an object almost with every one to 
preoccupy so successful or so dangerous an advocate ; for, if 
lie fiiiled in inducing a jury to sympathize with hie cUent, be 



:,q,t,=cdbvCoOgli: 



56 CCRRAN AND H18 COKTEMP OK ABIES. 

at all eventg led a pictare of hia adversaiy behind him whicli 
survived and embittered the advantages of victory. Not was 
hiB eloquen.ce his only weapon ; at croM-examinBtion, the moat 
difficult and by far the most hazardous part of a barriBter's 
profes^on, he was quite inimitable. There was no plan which 
he did not detect, no web which he did not disentangle ; and 
the unfoitunate wretch, who commenced with all the confi- 
dence of preconcerted perjury, nerer failed to retreat before him 
in all the confusion of exposure. Indeed, it waa almost impos- 
■ible for the guilty to offer a successful resistance. He argued, 
he cajoled, he ridiculed, he mimicked, he played off the vari- 
ous artillery of his talent upon the witness ; he would aflect 
earnestness upon trifles, and levity upon subjects of the most 
ieriouB import, until at length he succeeded in creating a se- 
curity that was fatal, ot a sullenness that produced all the con- 
sequences of prevarication. No matter how unfair the topic, 
he never failed to avail himself of it; acting upon the piin- 
oiple that, in law as well as in war, every Btratageni was ad- 
missible. If he was hard pressed, there was no peculiarity of 
person, no singularity of name, no ^eentricity of profession at 
which he would not grasp, trying to confound the self-posses- 
sion of the witness by the, no matter how excited, ridicule of 
the audience. To a witness of the name o{ Half penny he once 
began : "Halfpenny, I see you're a rap, and for that reason 
you Bhall he nailed to the counter." "Halfpenny is s(erKng," 
exclaimed the opposite counsel. "No, no," said he, "he's ex- 
actly like his own conscience — only copper washed." This 
phrase alluded to an expression previously used on the trial. 
[ To jMndy Foot, the celebrated tobacconist, once hesitating 
on the table : "Lundy, Lundy — that's a poser — a devil of a 
pinch." This gentleman applied to Curran for a motto when 
he first established his carriage. " Give me one," my dear Cur- 
ran," said he, " of a serions cast, because I am afraid the peo- 
ple will laugh at a tobacconist setting up a caniage, and,/o/ 
the achciarship's sake, let it be in Latin." "I have just hit 
on it," said Curran ; " it is only two words, and it will at onca 
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ftxplaiD your profegmoa, your elevation, and your contompt for 
their ridicule, and it has the advantage of being in two lan- 
guages, Latin or Engliah, just as the reader chooses. Put up 
' Qiiid rides' upon youi carriage." 

Inquiring his master's age from a horse-jockey's servant, he 
found it almost impossible to extract an answer. "Come, 
come, friend, has ho not lost hie teeth ?" "Do you think," re- 
torted the fellow, " that I kno-n; his age, as he does his hoTSe'n, 
by the mark of mouth .'" The laugh was against Curran, but 
he inatantly recovered : " You were very right not to try, 
friend, for you know your master's a great bite." 

Having one day a violent argument with a country school- 
master on some classical subject, the pedagogue, who had the 
worst of it, said, in a towering passion, that he would lose no 
more time, and must go back to his scbolarB. "Bo, my dear 
doctor," said Curran, "bat don't indorse my si«s upon their 
backs." 

Cuiran was told that a very stingy and slovenly barrister 
had started for the Continent with a shirt and a guinea : 
"He'll not change either till he comea back," said he. 

It was well known that Curran entertained a dislike and a 
contempt for Downes. "Buabe," said he, "came up to mo 
one day with a very knowing look, and said, 'Do you know, 
Curran, I have just left the pleasantest fellow I ever met?' 
'Indeed', who is he?' 'The chief justice,' was the answer. 
My reply was compendious and witty. I looked into his eye, 
and said ' hum.' It required all his oil to keep his countenance 
emobth." 

A very stupid foreman once asked a judge how they were 
to ignore abill. "Why, sir," said Curran, " when you mean 
to find a true one, just write Ignoramus for self and fellows 
on the hack of it." 

A gentleman just called to the bar took up a pauper case. 

It was remarked upon. "The man's right," said Curranj 

" a barber begins on a beggar, that when he arrives at the 

dignity he may know how to shave a duchess." 

C2 
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He vu just rising to croea-examine a \ntD^ befoie a judga 
who could not oomprBhend any jeet that waa not written in 
black letter. Before be said a angle word, the witneaa began 
to laugh. " What are you laughing at, liiend — what are you 
laughing at ? Let me tell you that a laugh 'without a joks 
it like — is like — " "Like what, Mr. Cutxan?" asked tho 
judge, imagining he was nonplused. " Just exactly, my lord, 
like a contingent Temainder without any partionlar estate to 
mpport it." I am afraid that none but my legal readers will 
understand the admirable felicity of the Einailitude, but it was 
quite to his lordship's fancy, and rivaled with him all " the 
wit that B.abelais ever scattered." 

Examinmg a country squire who disputed a collier's hill : 
" Did he not give you thecooZs, friend 1" "He did, sir, but — " 
"But what? On your oath, wasn't your payment slack?" 

It was thus that, in some way or other, he contrived to 
throw the witnesses off their center, and he took care they 
seldom should recover it. " My lard, my lard !" vociferated a 
peasant witness, writhing under this mental excruciation, "I 
can't answer yon little gentleman, he's putting me in S!«A a 
daidrum." " Adoldrum! Mr. Curran, whatiioes he mean by 
a doldnvn !" exclaimed Lord Avonmore. " O ! my lord, it's 
a very common complaint with persons of this description : it's 
merely a confusion of the head arising/rrmt a corruption of 
the heart." 

To the bench he was at times quite as unceremonious ; and 
if he thought himself reflected on or interfered with, had in- 
stant recourse either .to ridicule or invective. There is a cel- 
ebrated reply in circulation of Mr. Dunning to a remark of 
Lord Mansfield, who curtly exclaimed at one of his legal posi- 
tions, " O ! if that be law, Mr. Dunning, I may bum ray law- 
books !" " Better read them, my lord," was the sarcastic and 
appropriate rejoinder. In a diSei^t spirit, but with similar 
efiect, was Mr. Curran's retort upon an Irish judge, qnite as 
remarkable for his good humor and raillery as for his legal re- 
searches. He was addressing a jury on one of the state triala 
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io 1803, with his uBual animation. The judge, whose poUti- 
cal bias, if any judge can have one, waa certainly supposed not 
to be favorable to the prisoner, shook Am head in doubt or de. 
nial of one of the advocate's ar^ments. " I see, gentlemen," 
said Mr. Curran, "I see the motion of his lordship's head; 
common observers might imagine that implied a diflerenoe of 
opinion, but they would be mistalien : it is merely accidental. 
Believe me, gentlemen, if you remain here many days, yoa 
will yourselves perceive that, when his lordship shakes hi» 
head, there's nothing in it .'" 

A tbimst biographer of Mr. Curran relates the followbg 
story of Judge Hobinson and Mr. Hoare, ^hich, ail it is inci- 
dental to the present subject, I shall take the liberty of quot- 
ing. " The judge," says Mr. O'Kegan, " was small and peev- 
ish — Mr. Hoare strong and solemn ; the former had been pow- 
erfully resisted by the uncompromising sternness of the latter. 
At length the judge charged him with a design to bring the 
king's commission into contempt : " No, my lord," said Mr, 
Hoare ; " I have read in a book that when a peasant, during 
the troubles of ChEicIes the First, found the crown in a bush, 
he showed it all marks of reverence ; but I will go a step fui^ 
ther ; for, though I should find the king's commission even upon 
a Pantile, still I shall respect it." I have every reason, from 
Mr. Curran's own report, to believe the character given of thift 
Robinson by the historian of the foregoing anecdote. If he 
does not affect the " nostrils of posterity" m precisely the same 
manner which has been prophesied, with more strength than 
delicacy, of a worthy judicial predecessor, it is only because he 
will never reach them. Fnture ages, however, may very easi- 
ly esteem him more highly than did his own generation. In-. 
deed, it was currently reported, perhaps untruly, that he had 
risen to his rank by the publication of some political pamphlets, 
only remaricable for their senseless, slavish, and envenomed 
scurrility. This fellow, when poor Curran was struggling 
with adversity, and straining every nerve in one of his infant 
1 exertions, made a most unfeeling efiort to eztia^ 
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gaish him. He had declared, in combating some opiaion of 
his adversary, that he had consulted all his law-books, and 
conld not find a single case in which the principle contended 
for was established. " I suspect, sir," said the heartless block' 
head, " I suspect that your law library is rather contracted I" 
So brotal a remark applied from the bench to any young man 
of ordinary pretensions would infallibly have crushed him ; 
but. when any pressure was attempted upon Curran, he never 
failed to rise with redoubled elasticity. He eyed the judge 
for a raoment in the most contempttious silence : " It is very 
true, my lord, that I am poor, and the drcumstance has cer- 
tainly rather cnrtailed my library ; my books are not numar- 
ous, but they are select, and I hope have been perused with 
proper dispositions. I have prepared myself for this high pro- 
fession rather by the study of a few good books than In/ the 
composition of a great many bad ones. I am not ashamed 
~ of my poverty, but I should be of my wealth, could I stoop to 
acquire it by servility and corruption. If I rise not to rank, 
I shall at least be honest ; and should I ever cease to be so, 
many an example shows me that an ill-acquired elevation, by 
making me the more conspicnous, would only make me the 
more universally and the more notoriously contemptible," 
Robinson looked all that his nature would allow him, rather 
astonished than abashed ; but I could not learn that be ever 
alter volunteered himself into a similar altercation. 

Among the strange characters of those days, not the least 
singnlar was Sir Boyle Roche. He was the droll of the House 
of Commons, and was continually perpetrating bulls, which 
Curran used to insist were the result of preparation. His cel- 
ebrated one, confounding generations past and present, deserves 
a record. " Mr. Speaker," said he, " I don't see why we 
should put ourselves out of the way to benefit posterity. What 
has posterity over done for us ?" When the roar which fol- 
lowed had subsided. Sir Boyle entered upon a lucid explana- 
tion. " By posterity, sir, I do not mean out ancestors, but 
thos« vrho were to come immediately afier them." On an- 
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other occasion, he announced that " he, for one, was quite pre- 
pared to give up, not merely a part, but the whole of the Con- 
stitution, to preserve the remainder." Indignant at receiving 
small bottles from his wine-merchant, he took occasion to su^ 
geat to Parliament, that for the future, by law, " every quart 
bottle should hold a, quart ;" a suggestion which, no doubt, 
touched the feelings of many an honorable gentleman. Cur- 
ran by no means liked Sir Boyle. Having said one night that 
he needed no aid from any one, and could be " the guardian 
of his own honor" — "Indeed I" exclaimed Sir Boyle ; "why, 
I alwa}^ thought the right honorable member was an enemy 
to sinecures." He was very proud of his alliance with the 
family of Sir John Cave, and boasted that Sir John had given 
him his eldest daughter. " If he had an older one, he'd have 
given her to you, Sir Boyle," Said Curran. Sir Boyle seems 
to have had a rival in one of the judges of the King's Bench, 
who, in an argument on the construction of a wiU, sagely de- 
clared, " it appeared to him that the testator meant to keep 
a life interest in the estate to himaelf " " Very true, my lord," 
said Curran, gravely ; " testators generally do secure a life in- 
terest for themselves, but in this case I rather think your lord- 
ship takes the wUl for the deed." A Limerick banker, re- 
ntarkahle for his sagacity, had an iron leg; "His leg," said 
Curran, " is the softest part about him." 

It may readily be supposed, that giving, as he did, such rein 
to his invective, and possessing such varied powers of exasper- 
ation, an escape &om personal collision at all times was im- 
possible.. In the very outset of his professional career, be was ' 
employed at Cork to prosecute an officer of the name of St. 
Ledger for an assault upon a Roman Catholic clergyman. 
St. Ledger, justly or unjustly, was suspected by Curran to be 
a mere political creature of Lord Doneraile, and to have acted 
in complete subserviency to the religious prejudices of his pat- 
ron. On this theme he expatiated with such personal bitter- 
ness, and such efieot, that St. Ledger sent him a message the 
next day. They met, and Curran not returning hia fire, th« 
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aSkir was concluded. " It waa not necegsary," aaid Cumtn, 
" for me to fire at him ; he died in three weeks after the duel 
of the Tepffrt of his own pisb^." Ob his relation of thia cir- 
cumstance, aa it materially difiered Crom my opinions on the 
subject, I took the liberty of adiing him whether he thought 
the course which he had adopted with reapeot to Mr. St. I^g- 
er ought to become a model for pmfeBsional imitation. As the 
barrister receives his instructions from a aolicitor, and as it is 
his duty zealously to act on them, it atruck me as quite intol- 
erable that a personal explanation should he expected irom him 
al^rward. By his professional oath, as welt as by his profes- 
sional interest, he is bound to exert every energy for his client ; 
and surely the able discharge of such a trust ahould not fairly 
sul^ect him to the efiects of irritated pride or disappointed ava- 
rice. If such were the case, the profession of the law should 
altogether change its aspect ; every fee ought to be a life in- 
surance, every brief bo accompanied by a pistol, and the Tem- 
ple commons succeed an apprenticeship to a rifle regiment. 
Mr. Curran's justification on this subject was, that, on his en- 
trance into life, the state of society in Ireland was literally so 
savage, that almost every a^ument was concluded by a wager 
of battle, and the man could scarcely be enrolled into their 
Christian community until, as in some Indian colonies, his 
prowess had been proved by an appeal to arms ! This, how- 
ever, he mentioned in terms of deep regret ; admitting that he 
- had suffered himself rather to be borne along by the tide of a 
barbarous custom, than regulated by any fixed principle of his 
own. In the case alluded to, he had very far indeed exceeded 
his instructions, and that was the reason why, in giving his 
antagonist personal satisfaction, he had debberately secured 
him from any personal risk. 

We may now consider him as established at the bar fully 
and prosperously, rising to the very summit of his profession, 
and daily employed in those forensic eflbrts on which his fame 
as an orator must rest with posterity. Occupied as he was, 
his convivial habits were never interrupted, ai^ a society was 
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formed of the choicest spirits in the metropolis, in which Cuf- 
ran contributed moie than his proportion of amusement. Of 
the hours passed in this society he ever afterward spolce with 
enthusiasm. " Those hours," said he, addressing Lord Avon- 
more as a judge, and wringing tears from his aged' eyes at 
the recollection, " those hours which we can lemembei with 
no other regret than that they can return no more : 
" We spent them not in toje, or lost, or wine ; 

But ■earch of deep philosophy, 

Wit, eloquence, and poesy. 
Aria which I loved ; tor they, my friend '. were thine." 
This society was entitled, no doubt veiy appropriately, "The 
Monks of the Screw." It met on every Saturday, during the 
law term, in a large house in Kevin's Street, the property of 
the late Lord Tractoa, and now converted into a seneschal's 
court ! The furniture and regulations of their festive apart- 
ment were completely monMsh, and they owed both their ti- 
tle and their foundation to an original society, form^ near 
Newmarket by Lord Avonmore, of which he drew up th« 
rules in very quaint and comic monkish Latin verse. The 
reader may have some idea of what a delightful intercourse 
' this society must have afibrded, when he hears that Flood, 
Grattan, Curran, Father O'Leary, Lord Cbarlemont, Judges 
Day, Chamberlaine, and Metge ; Bowes Daly, George Ogle, 
Lord Avonmore, Mr. Keller, and a whole host of such men, 
were among its members. Curran was installed Grand Pri- - 
or of the order, and deputed to compose the charter song. I 
have often heard him repeat it at his own table, in a droll 
kind of recitative, but it is a little too bacchanalian ibr pub- 
lication. It began thus : 



When SaiDt rntjick our order created. 
And called qb ihe Monka of the Screw, 

Good rules faa revealed to our abbot, 
To snide as in what we shoold do. 
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But first be replenidied bis foantaia 
With liquor the beat in Ibe sky, 

And he swore b; tbe word of his sainlship, 
That rooDtain should never run dry. 



My children, be chast« till you'rs tempt 
While sober, be wise Bod discreet— 

And humble your bodies with fasting 
Whene'er you've got nothing to eat. 



Then be not a gla&9 in the convent. 

Except ou a feslival, foUDd— 

And this rule to enforce, I ordSin it 

A fsBtiVBl— oj^ tie year round. 

Saint Patrick, the tutelary idol of tbe country, -was their 
patron saint, aad his Lilliputian statue, mitered and crosiered, 
afler Having for years consecrated their monkish revels, wu 
transferred to the convivial sideboard of the Priory. If that 
little statue was half as sensitive to the beams of wit as the 
work of Memnon was to the sunbeam, how often would its 
immortal master have made it eloquent ! 

Eminent in this society, and, indeed, in every other society 
of which he was a member, was Barry Yelverton, afterward 
Lord Avonmorc, the early friend of Curran, the companion 
of all hia dearest enjoyments, the occasional rival of his tal- 
ents or victim of his whims, and, lo the day of his death, the 
theme of hia idolatry. His character has been drawn by Sir 
Jonah Barrington, in his admirable work on the Union, with 
such a powerful hand^ and, as I have heard acknowledged by 
Mr. Curran, with such scrupulous fidelity, that Z shall give it 
an entire transcription. Indeed, of Lord Avonmore I have 
myself a kind of early and affectioilate recollection. When I 
was a schoolboy, he went as judge the circuit in which I re- 
sided — we were allowed vacation to go and see the judges — 
it was an era in the solioolboy's life. I had never seen a 
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juclge before. Poor Lord Avonmore observed, no doubt, the 
childish awe with which my eyes wandered orer the robe, 
the wig, the little cap of office, and alt the imposing para- 
phernalia of judicial importance. He took me on the lieach 
beside him — asked my name — my parents — my school ; and 
af^er patting me on the head, and sharing his cakes with me, 
with much solemnity told me he would certainly return in 
summer tm purpose to inquire whether I minded my learn- 
ing 1 I fully believed him, fancied myself at least a foot tall- 
er, and was, in my own way, quite as vain as grown-up chil- 
dren are of similat trifles. When I told Curran the circum- 
stance, many a long day afterward, adding, at the time, I 
verily felt myself almost as consequential as the jndge, " O 
yes," said he, the tear starting into his eye, " and, take my 
word for it, that judge was every whit as innocent as the 
schoolboy." 

" Barry Yelverton," says Sir Jonah Barrington, " after- 
ward Lord Avonmore, and successor to Hussey Burgh as 
Chief Baron of the Exchequer, had acquired great celebrity 
as an advocate at the Irish bar, and was, at this time, rapid- 
ly winging his way to the highest pinnacle of honorable noto- 
lietyand forensic advancement. He had been elected member 
of Parliament for the town of Carrickfergus, and became a 
zealous partisan for the claims of Ireland. 

" It would be difficult to do justice to the loft:y and over- 
whelming elocution of this distinguished man, during the early 
period of his political exertions. To the profound, logical, 
and conclusive reasoning of Flood — the brilliant, stimulating, 
epigrammatic antithesis of Grattan^ — the .sweetened, captiva- 
ting, convincing rhetoric of Burgh — or the wild, fascinating 
imagery and varied pathos of the extraordinary Curran, he 
was respecfively inferior ; but in powerful, nervous language, 
he excelled them all. A vigorous, commanding, undaunted 
eloquence burst in torrents from his lips — not a word was 
lost. Though fiery, yet weighty and distinct, the authorita- ' 
tive rapidity of his language, relieved by the figurative beauty 
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of his luxuriant fancy, subdued the aoditot without a power 
of resistance, and left him in doubt whether it was to argu- 
ment or eloquence that he Bunendeied his conviction. 

" Hia talents were alike adapted to public purposes as his 
' private qualities to domestic society. In the common transac- 
tions of the world he was an infantj in the varieties of right 
and wrong, of propriety and error, ha was a frail mortal ; in 
the senate and at the bar, a mighty giant : it was on the 
bench that, nnoonscioas of his errors, and in hie home, uncon- 
EoiouB of his virtues, both were most conspicuouB. That deep- 
seated vice which, with equal power, freezes the miser's heart 
and inflames the ruffian's pasaionH, was to hun a stranger : 
he was always rich and always poor ; but, though circum- 
stances might sometimes have been his guide, avarice never 
was his conductor. Like his great predecessor, frugality fled 
before the carelesisness of his mind, and left him the victim 
of his liberahty, and, of conrse, in many instances, a monu- 
ment of gratitude. His character was entirely transparent 
— it had no opaque qualities; his passions were open, his 
prepossessions palpable, hia failings obvione, and he took as 
little pains to conceal his faults as to publish his perfec- 
tions, -k 

" In politics he was rathelr more steady to party thiji to 
principle, but evinced no immutable consistency in either. A 
patriot by nature, yet susceptible of seduction — a partisan by 
temper, yet capable of instability — the commencement and 
conclusion of his poUtical conduct "were as distinct as the poles, 
and dissimilar as the elements. 

" Amply qualified for the bench by profound legal and con- 
stitutional learning, extensive professional practice, strong log- 
ical powers, a classical and wide-ranging capacity, equitable 
propensities, and a philanthropic disposition, he possessed all 
ihe positive qualifications for a great judge. But he could not 
temporize : the total absence of skillful or even necessary cau- 
tion, and the indulgence of a few feeble counteracting habits, 
greatly diminished that high reputation which a more ooldi 
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phl^matic mien, or a solemn, imposing, vulgar plannbility, 
often confers on miserably inferior characters. 

"As a judge, he certainly had some of those marked im- 
perfections too frequently t|))serrable in judicial officers : he 
received impressions too soon, and, perhaps, too strongly; he. 
was indolent in research, and impatient in discussion ; the 
natural quickness of his perception hurried off his judgment 
hefore he had time to regulate it, and sometimes lelt his jus- 
tice and his learning idle spectators of his reasons and his 
determination \ while extraneous consideration h occasionally 
obtruded themselves upon his unguarded mind, and involun- 
tarily led him away irom the straight path of calm deUbera- 
tion. 

" But the errors of talented and celebrated men are always 
more conspicuous, exaggerated, and condemned than those of 
inferior ones, and perhaps this severity is not altogether un- 
j ustifiahle : the errors of dulhiess may be the errors of nature ; 
those of talent have not the same apology. But even with 
all his faults. Lord Avonmore's abilities were vastly superior 
to those of almost all his judicial contemporaries united. If 
he was impetuous, it was an impetuosity in which his heart 
had no concern : he was never unkind that he was not always 
repentant ; and, ever thinking that he acted with rectitude, 
the cause of his greatest errors seemed to be a careless igno- 
rance of his lesser imperfections. 

" He had a species of intermitting ambition, which either 
led him too far or forsook him altogether. His pursuitB, of 
course, were unequal, and his ways irregular : he sometimes 
forgot his objects, and frequently forgot himself. Elevated 
solely by his ovi% talents, he acquired new habits without al- 
together divesting himself of the old ones ; and there was 
scarcely a society so high, or a company so humble, that the 
instinctive versatility of his natural manners could not be 
adapted to either. A scholar, a poet, a statesman, a lawyer 
—in elevated society he was a brilliant wit, at lower tables a 
Tulgar humorist — ^he had appropriate anecdote and couvivial- 
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ity for all — and, whether in the one or in the other, he seldom 
faUed to be either entertaining or instmctive. 

" He was a friend, ardent, but indiscriminate even to blind- 
ness — an enemy, warm, but foTgi]^iig even to folly. He lost 
his dignity by the in judiciousness of his selections, and sunk 
bis conEequence in the pliability of his nature : to the first he 
was a dupe, to the latter an instrument. On the whole, he 
was a more enlightened than efficient statesman, a more able - 
than unexceptionable judge, and more honest in the theory 
than the practice of his politics. His rising sun was brilliant 
—his meridian, cloudy — his setting, obscure i crosses at length 
ruffled his temper, deceptions abated his confidence, time tore 
down his talent — he became depressed and indifierent ; and, 
after a long life of checkered incidents and inconsistent con- 
duct, he died, leaving behind him few men who possessed so 
much talent, so much heart, or so much weakness. 

" This distinguished man, at the critical period of Ireland's 
emancipation, burst forth as a meteor in the Irish senate. Hia 
career in the Commons was not long, but it was busy and im- 
portant : he had connected himself with the Duke of Port- 
land, and continued that connection uninterrupted till the day 
of his disBolution. But, through the influence of that noble- 
man, and the absolute necessity of a family provision, on the 
question of the Union the radiance of bis pnbhc character was 
obscured forever — the laurels of his early achievements fell 
withered from his broW ; and after having with zeal and sin- 
cerity labored to attain independence for his country in 1782, 
he became one of its sale-masters in 1600 ; and mingling in 
a motley crowd — ^uncongenial to his native character,. and be- 
neath his natural superiority — he surrendered the rights, the 
franchises, and the honors of that peerage to which, by his 
great talents and his early virtues, he had been so justly ele- 
vated. 

" Except upon the bench, his person was devoid of dignity, 
and his appearance ordinary, and rather mean ; yet there waa 
Bomethiug in the strong-marked lines of his rough, unfinished 
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features which bespoke a. character of no comnion description. 
Powerful talent was its first trait ; fire and philanthropy con- 
tended for the nest ; his countenance, wrought up and varied 
by the strong impressions of his laboring inind, could be better 
termed indicatory than expressive ; and in the midst of his 
greatest errors and most reprehensible moments, it was diffi- 
cult not to respect, and impossible not to regard him." 

Such is his picture as drawn by a very admirable and pow- 
erful pen. There certainly are features in it not necessary 
to have been exhibited in such a work as this, but quite in- 
dispensable to the more serious details of Sir Jonah Barring- 
tpn's political history. Yelverton lamented his vote on the 
Union. When, some few yeare afterward, defending that 
measure, on bis friend saying to him, " Well, well, Yelver- 
ton, you were a patriot in I78S," the tears came into bis 
eyes. Whatever may have been his tergiversations as a pol- 
itician, we have merely to view him as (he friend of Curran, 
the companion of bis convivial hours, and the associate of his 
professional struggles. His simplicity was quite astonishing. 
He was the complete Goldsmith of the bar, as inspired, as sim- 
ple, and at times as absent. Curran, who dehghted to exem- 
plify both by imitation and by anecdote the characters which he 
sketched, used to detail innumerable instances of this character- 
istic. He was his Magnus Apollo — he always took care to sit 
next him at table, and put himself under his especial direction. 
Over and over again he was the victim of his infallible but 
good-natured waggishness ; and if Curran began the most in- 
credible story, continuing it to the end with a grave face, ha 
was sure to command the temporary credulity of Barry Yel- 
verton ! However, when all recollection of the story was lost, 
and some diSerent topic under discussion, perhaps in about 
half an hour afterward, he, who had been revolving it all the 
time in his Tnemory, would at length, selfsatiafied, turn round, 
" Why, Curran, that story you told a while ago is both morally 
and physically tmyiossiWe." The conscious smile of Cumui 
initaatly betrayed the imposition ; but the next moment weold 
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have made his hearer a dupe again, and the next half hoar 
not failed to produce another discovery. The mind, however, 
vhich was thuB replete with simplicity, was stored with the 
rich wealth of classic lore, and capable of grasping the most 
momentous subjecls. The Court of Exchequer, in which ho 
presided, was, during his time, literally the arena of wit and 
eloquence. The idler resorted to it for amusement, the stu- 
dent for information, and scarcely a day passed in which some- 
thing did not occur well worthy of being recorded. As a judge, 
and, indeed, Bairington has hinted at it. Lord Avonmoro had 
one great fault : he was apt to take up a first impression of a 
cause, and it was very difficult afterward to obliterate it. 
The advocate, therefore, had not only to struggle against the 
real obstacles presented to him by the case itself, but also with 
the imaginary ones created by the hasty anticipation of the 
judge. Curran was one day most seriously annoyed by this 
habit of Lord Avoumore, and he took the fbUowing whimsical 
method of correcting it. The reader must remember that the 
object of the narrator was, by a tedious and malicious procras- 
tination, to irritate his hearei into the vice he was so anxious 
to eradicate. They were te dine together at the house of a 
common friend, and a large party was assembled, many of 
whom witnessed the occurrences of the morning. Curran, 
contrary to all his usual habits, was late for dinner, and at 
length anived in the most adiniraUy aflected agitation. 
" Why, Mr. Curran, you have kept us a full hour waiting 
dinner for you," grumbled out Lord Avonmore. "Oh, my 
dear lord, I regret it much ; you must know it is not my cus- 
tom, but — I've just been witness to a most melancholy occur- 
rence." " My God I you seem terribly moved by it ; take a 
glass of wine. "What was it? what was it?" "I will tell 
you, my lord, the moment I can collect myself. I had been 
detained at court — in the Court of Chancery — your lordship 
knows the chancellor dts late." "I do — I do; but go on." 
"Well, my lord, I was hurrying here as fast as ever I could 
—I did sot even change my dress — I hope I shall be excused 
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for coming ia my boots?" "Poh, poh, never mind yonr 
boots ; the point — oome at once to the point of the itoiy." 
"Oh — I, will, my good loril, in a moment. I walked here — 
I would not even wait to get the carriage ready — it would 
have taken time, you know. Now there is a market exactly 
in the mad by which I had to paEB — your lordehtp may pei- 
hapa lecollect the market — do you 1" " To be sure I do : jTO 
on, Curran — go on with the story." " I am very glad your 
lordahip remembere the market, for I totally fo^ot the name 
of it — the name — the name — " " What the devil eigiufiet 
the name of it, sir? it's the Castle Market." "Yont lord- 
ship is perfectly tight ; it is called the Castle Market. Well, 
I was passing through that very identical Castle Market, when 
I observed a butcher preparing to kill a. calf. He had a huge 
knife in his hand — it was as sharp as a razor. The calf was 
standing behind him — he drew the knife to plunge it into the 
animal. Just as he was in the act of doing so, a little boy 
about four years old — his only son — the loveliest little baby I 
ever saw — ran suddenly across his path, and he killed — oh, my 
God .' he kUled— " ■' The chUd ! the child ! the child '." vo- 
ciferated Lord Avonmore. " No, my lord, the calf," continued 
Curran, very coolly ; " ho killed the calf, but — your lordship 
is in the habit of anticipating." The universal laugh was 
thus raised against his lordship ; and Curran declared that, 
often afteiwatd, a first impression was removed more easily 
from the Court of Exchequer by the recollection of the calf in 
Castle Market, than by all the eloquence of the entire profes- 
sion. 

' Lord Avotunore loved a jest in bis very heart. He could 
not resist it even upon the bench ; and his iriend, well aware 
of the propensity, used not unfrequently to wage war against 
the gravity of the ju<}gment-seat. He has often related, face- 
tiously enough, an attack which he once made upon the min- 
gled simplicity and laughter-loving disposition of the chief 
baron, who, with all his other qualifications, piqued himself, 
and very justly, pn hii profound classical acquisitioiu. He 
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vaaonedftyaddrcEsing ajuiyof Dublin shop-keepers, bo Btupid 
and BO illiterate that the finest flights of his eloquence were 
loBt on them. "I remember, gentlemen," said be, stealing a 
side glance at the unconsciouE and attentive Lord Avonmore, 
"I remember the ridicule with which my learned friend haa 
been pleased bo unworthily to yiait the poverty of my client ; 
and reraembeiing it, neither of us can forget the fine sentiment 
of a great Greek historian upon the suhject, which I shall 
take the liberty of quoting in the original, as no doubt it must 
be familiar to all of you. It is to be found in the celebrated . 
work of Hesiod called the phantasmagoria. Af^er expatiat- 
ing upon the sad efiecta of poverty, you may remember he pa- 
thetically remarks, 

" ' Nil habet infelix panpertas durias in se 
Qoam quod ridicules homines facit.' " 
Lord Avomnore bristled up at onoe : " Why, Mr. Currati, 
Hesiod was not a historian — he was a poet ; and, for my partj 
I never heard before of any such poena as the Fltantasmago- 
ria." "Oh, my good lord, I assure yon he wrote it." "Well, 
well, it may be so ; I'll not dispute it, as you seem to be so 
very aerious about it ; but, at all events, the lines you quoted 
are Latin ; they are undoubtedly Juvenal's." " Perhaps, my 
lord, he quotes them from the Phantasmagoria." " Tut, tut, 
roau, I tell you they're Latin; they're just as familiar to me 
BS my Blackstone." "Indeed, my good lord, they're Greek." 
" Why, Mr. Curran, do you want to persuade mo out of my 
senses ? I tell you they're Latin : can it be possible that 
your memory so fails you?" "Well, my lord, I see plainly 
enough we never can agree upon the subject ; but I'll tell you 
how it can easily be determined. If it was a legal questioni 
I should of course bow at once to the decision of your lordship ; 
but it is not — it's a mete matter of fact, and there's only one 
way I know of deciding it : send it up as a collateral issue to 
that jury, and I'll be bound they'll— ;/fow^ it ffret*."- The joke 
flashed upon the simplicity of Lord Avonmore — he literally 
shook with laughter ; and, that the whole picture might pre- 
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■*ive its keeping, Curran declared lie extended hU imtnenM 
band over the chedc that waa next tte jury-box, by yx/y of 
' Ic^piMg them, eniirdy oiU <^ the secret. 

Amoag hia other peculiarities, hb was in the haUt of oc- 
caacmal fits of abseqce. One day, at a crowded dumer, the 
commoa toaat of our aibimtJrieKdi vae given. Curran, at 
usual, sat beside Lord AvonnKwe, who was inuneised .in one 
.of his habitual reveries, altogether uncanacious of whaX was 
passing. He inaliciotuly ^roUaed him ; " Yelverton, If elver- 
ton! the host h^ just anno^noed your health in very flatter- 
ing terms : it is eonsidered very i^tvalier in yoa not to have 
acknowledged it." Up started the unoaspectiQg Yelverton, 
and it was not till after a very eloquent speech that ba was 
apprised of the hoax in which it had originated! 

With all thie simplicity, he ^ras undoubtedly a veiy great 
man ; and it is on irreparable loss to literature that either 
his modesty or bis iadolenoe ptfivented his traosmlttbg to 
posterity any work to justiiy the impression which he so -pow- 
erfully has made on the meiODty d'hia contemporaries. It is 
said, indeed, thftt there is in exbt«Dce either a translatioa or 
a corrected edition of Xiivy, in manusoript, which he.prepared 
.during the intervals of his professional labor, but which he 
.was too timid to ofier &t publication, In iUuattation of this, 
ill. Curran told me himself that his lordship had prodnced a 
,moat beautiful poetic translation of Horace's celebrated ode, 
commencing 

" Integer vite, sceleriaque pncoB." 

;Tbis translation was the admiration of eveiy one ,who h«ud 
it, but it existed aiate in the memoiy of its author, who never 
xould tie prevailed npiMi to give a. copy of it. . Curran, odb 
Jay after dinner, got him to recite it — he then solicited its 
Jrepetition, but Lord Avonmore saw Curran taking out bis 
jwucil for .tbe purpose .of -reducing it to writing, and no one 
«ft«rwud ever iieaid it £ram his lips !- It js nemavkaUb 
Autogh. that Z^. Gnnan, who never .failed to desoaat indig- 
P 
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nantly upon this negligence in Lord Avonmore, was himself 
ivitUield by the yeiy same feeling from giving even a correc 
copy of hie speeches to the 'world- It was not the fault of, at 
least, hia present humble biographer. I had hoped, by re- 
peated solicitations, to have made my country my debtor by 
inducing him to the undertaking ; but when I urged, bo 
promised, and day after day rolled away over entreaty re- 
newed and performance deferred, until death terminated tha 
fatal procrastination. I am indebted to the kiudneas of a 
friend, who noted it down at tha moment, for the following 
happy illustration, by Lord Avonmore, of the labors of Sir 
William Blackstone, the celebrated commentator on the laws 
«f Bngland. " He it was," said he, " who first gave to the 
law the air of science. He found it a skeleton, and he clothed 
it with life, color, and complexion ; he embraced the cold 
statue, and by his touch it grew into youth, and health, and 
beauty." This was thrown carelessly offhy him at the mo- 
ment, and, if report be true, be scarcely ever spoke withonC 
uttering something equally worthy of being remembered. 
There could not be found a more appropriate motto to prefix 
to the Commentaries than the compendious eulogium of tho 
brother judge. There was only one period of Lord Avon- 
moie's life upon which his friends could not reflect with com- 
placency. This was tho disastrous period of the Union — s 
measure for their traitorous support of which, the public will 
hear with horror, many delinquent members of that suicidal 
Parliament, in the &<» of day, openly claimed performance of 
the reversionary promises of goTernment ! It may be that 
the vote which he unfortunately gave upon that occasion was 
the result of his honest conviction ; however, it was too true 
that a very Incrative office was the consequence of it. Pro- 
vious to the Union, soipe unfortunate difierence had interrupt- 
ed the friendship which commenced with the infancy and 
grew with the growth of Yelverton and Curran, and it was 
not until the year 1805 that a reconciliation was efiected he< 
tween them. "When friends roiliy leiiaiate, the leunion ia 
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:nioBt difficult. The cause of the reconciliation ia creclitable 
to them both, and can not &il to interest the reader, because 
'it originated the following most beautiful picture of his friend, 
drawn by the hand of Curran in direct reference to the little 
convivial society which introduced luH mention. On the 
memorable cause of the King v. Mr. Justice Johnston, in the 
Court of Exchequer, when Cunan came to be heard, after 
alluding to a previous decision in the King's Bench against 
bis client, he thus patheticaUy appealed to Lord Avonmore : 
" I am not ignorant, my lords, that this extraordinary con- 
struction has received the sanction of another court, nor of the 
surprise and diemay witb which it smote upon the general 
heart of the bar. I am aware that I may have the mortifi- 
cation of being told, in another country, of that unhappy de- 
cision ; and I fore^e in what confusion I shall hang down 
my bead when I am told of it. Bat I cherish, too, the con- 
solatory hope that I shall be able to tell them that I had an 
ol-d arid learned friend, whom I would put above all the 
sweepings of their haU, who was of a difierent opinion — who 
had derived hia ideas of civil liberty from the purest fountains 
of Athens and of Rome — who bad fed the youthful vigor of 
his studious mind with the theoretic knowledge of their wisest 
philosophers and statesmen, and who had refined that theory 
into the quick and exquisite sensibility of moral instinct, by 
contemplating the practice of their most illustrious examples 
— by dwelling on the sweet-souled piety of Cimon ; on the 
anticipated Christianity of Socrates ; on the gallant and pa- 
thetic patriotism of Epaminondas ; on that pure austerity of 
Fabricius, whom to move from his integrity would have been 
more difficult than to have pushed the sun from his course. 
I would add that, if he had seemed to hesitate, it was but (or 
a moment ; that his hesitation was like the passing cloud that 
floats across the morning sun, and hides it from the view, and 
does BO for a moment hide it by involving the spectator with- 
out even approaching the face of tbe lummary ; and this 
■Mthimf iiope X draw £p>Vi the deatwt pnd tenderest recoUsfi- 
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tions of my life, froni the remembranoe of those attic nighta 
and Uiose refections of the gads which we have spent witfi 
those admired, and respected, and beloved companions who 
have gone be&Jie us, over whose ashes the most precious tears 
of Iieland have been shed. Yes, my good loid, / see you do 
not forget them; 1 seo their sacred fotms passing in sad le- 
view before your memory ; I see your pained and softened 
fancy recalling those happy meetings, when the innocent en- 
joyment of Bocial mirth expanded into the nobler warmth of 
social virtue, and the horizon of the board became enlarged 
into the faorizon of man — when the swelling heart conceived 
and cixnmuDioated the pure and generous purpose — when my 
slenderer and younger taper imbibed its borrowed light from 
the more matured and redundant fountain of yours. Yes, 
my lord, we can remember those nights with no other regret 
than that they can return no more, for 

" ' We Bpent thein not in toys, Or luat, or wine i 

But eearch of deep philosophy, 

Wil, eloquence, Bud poeay — 
AtlB which 1 Loved ; far Ihey, my friend ! were thine.' 

But, my krds, to return to a subject from which we have thus 
iar departed, I think may not be wholly without excuse." 

He then proceeded to reconsider the legal ailment, in the 
midst of which this most beautiful episode bloomed like a 
green spot amid the desert. 

Mr. Curran told me himself that, when the court rose, the 
tip-staffinformed him he was wanted immediately in chambw 
"by one of the judges of the Exchequer. He, of course, obeyed 
-the judicial mandate, and the moment he entered, poor Lord 
Avonmore, whose cheeks were still wet with the tears extort- 
ed by this heart-touching appeal, clasped him to his bosom, 
and fiom that moment every cause ofdifierence was obliterated. 

A curious and very characteristic anecdote of Lord Avon- 
'inore, illustrative of his extreme sensitiveness upon classical 
subjects, was related to me by a gentleman of high authority, 
Mr. Fhtnket, who, in the English senate, has added another 
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ionf to the laurels of the Irish bar, had appealed onca &om 
DDc of the collie electiooB, and the examination of Lord Avoo* 
more became in dispensable. It was necessary fbi the witneet 
iiequently to make use of the term tesHmoniunt, which, in tlie 
plural, he invariably called testinwnittms. Mr. Pluoket, -wha 
intended to publish the evidence, and was particulatly anzioua 
to hare it what he thought correct, asked his lordship whether 
^ had any objectian to have the phiaae UstimoniuTni ti^«n 
down. te$twnoma. " Oh, not the least, sir," aneweied the o& 
fended sehotar, " provided in your opinion it is better EngUik." 

There is one fragment, and only one, of Yetverton'a elo* 
quence in the House of Commons, which I am able to present 
as worthy of preeervation. On Fitegibbon's attacking Mr; 
firattan in bis absniee, he thus vehemently resented it : 
' " If my learned friend were presait, the honorable gen^ 
man would take some time to consider before he hazarded aa 
encounter with his genins, his eloquence, and hie integ^ty. 
My honoraUe friend did not provoke an atttick equally ungen' 
erouB and untrue, and for which no justification oan be found 
in any part of his splendid caxeer. The learned gentioonan 
has stated what Mr. Grattan is ; I will state what he is not. 
He is not ityed in his pr^udices ; he does not trample on th« 
resuscitation of his country, or live, hke a caterpillar, on tha 
decline of her prosperity ; he does not atidtle for the letter of 
the Constitution with the affojtation of a prtide, and aAanif 
don iti principles with ike effrvntery cf a prostitute." 

Another member of the Monks of the Screw, of whom Cuf 
ran invariably spoke in terms of great kindness, was Mr. Joha 
£gan, chairman of Kilmainbam : he was a very striking in- 
stance of the fickleness of pnblio taste, and the mutability of 
profesBiDnal fortune. During the chie&hip of Lord Avonmore, 
Bully Egan, as, from his size and his swa^er, he was uni- 
Tereally denominated, was to be seen every Nisi Frius day 
bebding beneath the weight of his record-bag, and oceasioQally 
laying his wig on the table, that he might air hii head during 
Uw iatravala of tue axertuHin He -»» w iouneDSOWed muy 
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KB brawny, and almost as black, as a coal-porter. " Did yon 
ever see," said he, striking his bosom triumphaiitly, " did you 
ever see such a chest as that ?" " A trunk you mean, my 
dear Egan," answered Curran, good-humoredly, who waa a 
mere pigmy in the comparison. 

In an election for the borough of Tallagh, Egan was an un- 
Bucceiiaful candidate : he, however, appealed from the decision, 
and the appeal came, of coarse, before a committee of the 
House of Commons. It was in the heat of a very warm Bum- 
mer ; Egan was struggUng through the crowd, his handker- 
chief in one hand, his wig in the other, and his whole coun* 
tenance raging like the dog-star, when he met Curran : " I'm 
sorry for you, my dear fellow," said Curran. " Sorry ! why 
Bo,Jack — whysol I'mperfbctlyatmyease." " Alaal Egan, 
'tis but too visible to every one that you're losing talloui ( Tal- 
ZflfiA) faat." 

During the temporary separation of XiOrd AvonmoTe and 
Cuiran, Egan, eith^ wishing to pay his court to the chief 
baron, or really SDpposing that Curran meant to be offensive, 
espoused the judge's imaginary quarrel so bitterly that a duel 
between the barristeiH waa the consequence. They met, and 
on the gnnmd Egan complained that the disparity iu their 
■izes gave his antagonist a manifest advantage : " I might as 
Well fire at a razor's edge as at him," said Egan, "and he 
may hit me as easily as a turf-stack." " I'll tell you what, 
Mr. Egan," lepHed Curran, his pistol in his hand, and Egan 
scowling at him under brows that rivaled Lord Thntlow's, 
" 1 wish to take no advantage of you whatever : let my size 
be chalked out upon your side, and I am quite content that 
every shot which hila outside that mark should go for noth- 
ing." It will readily be believed that such a contest was not 
very deadly ; and, although the combatants fired at one an- 
other, the shots were too aimless to produce much injury. 
Very di&rent, however, in it> consequences to him, was his 
equally bloodless, but, at least, profesuonally much more iatal 
contest with Mr. Grattan, of the cause and progrest of wliieli 



:,q,t,=cdbvCoOg[c 



eOXKAN Atrp ma COVTKHPOBARtlS. 79 

iBe fbllowing aoconnt is girea ia the Pailumientaiy hiitory 
of the day. 

Mr. Grattah. Another honorable member waa pleased to 
uy much to the prejudice of my Lord Fitzwilliam's admin- 
iatratioa : to that I have only la answer, it was a little luifor- 
tunitte for the honorable gentleman's political coosiatency that 
he did not much sooner discover the errors of that administra' . 
tion, which, while in power, was the object of his strenuous 
Kupport, and the subje^d of his warm panegyric. At the same 
time that I am to thank him for the support — I would say the 
unsolicited support — which he gave to that acltainistration, no 
doubt from the purest motives, and without any view to pat- 
ronage. (for the honorable member is his own patron), I own 
I am not maeh surprised at his language. The honorable 
member has said a great deal of the bad intentions by which, 
he says, I and my friends are actuated, in a style of modera- 
tion peculiar to himself: to be sure, he has odd methods of 
making the House laugh. He has talked much of French 
principles and of ioenrrection, and, I believe, among other 
things, said something of cutting off my head ; and this in a 
manner so peculiar^ his own, in the fuiy and whirlwind of 
his passion, that though I did not actually behold the guillo- 
tine of which he spoke, 1 certainly thought I saw the execu- 
tioner. 

Mr. EoAN. As I am attacked in this way, I will show the 
right honorable gentleman and his friends that I do not want 
bottom to retort such attacks ; I will teach them that no little 
duodecimo volume of aiuse shall discharge its rancorous con- 
tents against my person or my character without meeting the 
treatment it deserves. I will have the member also to know, 
that no part of the support which I gave to Lord Fitzwil- 
Uam's administration was directed to him. Z disdained to 
make him the idol of my adoration, and shunned bis intimacy 
even when he was in the zenith of his power, and strutted in 
pigmy consequence about the Castle. I believed Lord Fit» 
William to be a noblemaxi of the purest intentioiiB, and, acting 
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on Ant opinion', dici voto in Bupport of his adnunistration ; bnt 
I aoon saw he was made the dupe of a family compact, and 
the tool of Uttle men, who 'bought to swell thentseWes into 
impoitance, and, ColoEeue-hk«, bestride the eoantry, while the 
gentlamanhood of Ireland was to be haughtily excluded (torn 
the court of the viceroy. I have no puty views, no amhition 
to gratify, no selfish o^ect in supporting the present adminis- 
tration, no piomiBes or expectations from them ; and though 
it k too title that I was occasionally duped into voting with 
the Seven wise men opposite (the opposition was then redaced 
to a#ven), yet, with more experience, I perceived their couduct 
was the mere result of disappointed party — the mere malerft- 
lence of defeated ambition. The ri^t honorable member 
Owes tn the liberality of his country, and a vote in this House, 
the meaits of his independence (alludiog to the vote of 
£50,000 to Mr. Grattan by the Irish Parliament), and I, 
wh«n a bo*/, and not in this House, rejoiced at the measare, 
because I thought he deserved it ; but when I refiect oa the 
acriffloby and ibflammation he has sinoe poured out on the 
fopAlat mind — when I reflect on the irreparable miaehief his 
doctrines have created — when I see that he has betrayed the 
oonntry tie a victim to his own disappointed ambition, I should 
not be surprised if, when he reclined upon his pillow, his im- 
agination, like Macbeth's, shoold be scared with the ghosts of 
ibs nnfottuniite persons whoee liVes had been tiie sacrilioe, 
paa^g before hidi in melancholy procession." 

Mr. Grattan (with an air of much good hnnoor). " I beg 
pardon for again trespassing on the House at so late an hour, 
but What has fallen from the honorable member renders it 
■eoessary I should set his feelings right in lefeTeoce to what 
I said. I spoke in ihere pleasantry, and thought the House 
received it in a good-humored way ; but the honorable gentle- 
man seems to have taken it up with a fury peculiar to him- 
self, and with that sort of noagger which, give me leave tft 
say, is not, inmymind, an indioation of eitbn talents or spirit. 
If be tsMoM t« nee that sort of swaffgering by way of intuiad«< 
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tfoR, give me leaVe to tell him he is mistaken in it* applioa> 
Hoa : it is & tmd sHbatitate fat abilities, uid, at bwt, but s rerj 
rtispieiouB iadiaation of ooraage : it ia hhe the artifice of a, 
timid bttlly eodAttTOriDg to ftightea anvay SeKt, 1 ham re«d 
Mmewhere in Mme poet, that 

" ' Aa BQgr; foOl'B a very barmlew thing.' 

I really tbink bo, ^d I canei^T tbo rage rf the honorable 
member as perfectly innocent. He sayi no man sfaalt atlndv 
te him with impunity. Why, I have no wieh to go ont of 
my road to allude to tfae honorable member, hot, if be' will- 
throw himself acroBB my way, I have no objection to tread oa 
bim. If, however, he imafines that any thing like vulgar 
mfEanism or parosysmB of fary are to intimidate, ha wiH find 
himself mietaken ; for the manner of that ruffianisBi, tiw folty 
of tbose paroxysms, and the blo^^headistn. of that fOry, ftre too 
ridiouleiiB to excite serious notice. I nnile at tbem. Tlw 
bonoiable roember, in his contortioni, presented to my nuBd 
tite idea of a black soul writMng in tormtttts, and his Un* 
guage very forcibly associated with the idea of a cettain de- 
Boription of the fair sex, with whom, in manner and in lUateet, 
he Eeems zealoualy to assimilate. Ae to the menaees of dM 
bonoraUe member to disclose any oonfideftos fae ever enjoyed 
from me, I feel them in the sort of ^regard they mwftt, and- 
I answer in the wDrds of tlie poet, 

" ' There is no terror, CaaBios, in yonr tbrealJ ; 

For I am armed bo strong in boavety. 

That they pau by loe u the idle nini^ 

Which I regard not'" 

Here, apparently at least, the penenal animenty subsided. 
However, Mr. Grattan was at that time most deservedly the 
idol of the Iriab people, who, in any contest, either personal 
or political, never failed Vr ^Ust themselves as his auxiliaries. 
It Would be very difficult, one would imagine, to elicit any 
tWttg of the ridicnlons ont of the envenomed vrarfare we hat* 
jttjrt teeited. Somber, howevei, ithat be the sul^eet &om 
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which the Iriah people can not extract » laugh. Egan wat^ 
then * circuit baniitet in good business. After this dispute 
■with Mr. Gratttui, there was not a w^tei in any cooHidetabte 
town upon his circuit whose first questioa to the passenger on 
his entrance to the hotel was not invariably, " Sir, would your 
h<mor dine ? you cui have any fish your honor pleases : per* 
haps your honor would prefer an Eoan ? " "An Egan, friend ! 
what's an Egan ?" " Lord, sir ! I thought Air. Grattan told 
erery one what an Egan was. It is a Mai^ soul (eole) fried." 
The result of all this was, that wherever poor Egan went, he 
was aaaociated with the idea of a black sole. Few men can 
encounter Euccessfully continual ridicule ; his busiaegB gradu- 
ally declined ; the death of his friend the chief baron gave it 
the finishing blow ; and, when he died, his entire stock in 
trade consisted of three shiUings found upon his chLoaney-piece 1 
However, he has left & memory behind him which men more 
fortunate in life may envy. With talents far above medioc- 
rity, a good heart and a high spirit, he passed through the 
world beloved by his fnends, and his last political act must 
command the respect even o[ his enemies. He was, as we 
have seen, far from' independence. Almost hia only wealth 
was the chairmanship of Kilmainham. He was in Farlia* 
meut at the disastrous period of the Union — was threatened 
with ministerial displeasure if he opposed, and offered splendid 
remuneration if he supported the measure. As the debate 
proceeded, Egan was perceived writhing with some Insup- 
pressible emotion; at length, unable longer to contain him- 
self, he sprang from the benches, unburdened his feelings in a 
most fririous philippic, and sat down indignantly exclaim- 
ing, " Ireland ! Ireland forever 1 and damn SUmainham .'" 
Poor Egan ! who that remembered that bcpnest but homely 
exclamation would wi^ to say any thing to thy disadvantage ? 
Alas I many a titled traitor, whose wealth is the wages of hia 
oonicienoe and the purchase-money of his country, may envy 
him the three ibilliDgB on his chimney-piece. Had all acted 
^th his honorable bluntoess, Ireland would still have a name. 
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and her iohabitantB a coimtiy. " Let," uid & litde bagatella 
pablished after liis death, 

" L«t no nuin arrsifn htiD, 

llut knows, to uvB the raalm, he damiud Kilntaiiiham." 

There -were veiy few men whom I haTe heard Mr. Carraii 
motion, with more inyariable afiection than Egan. He aeeai- 
ed literally to blend the memory of h''" and Lord A-mtimon 
in a kind of poBthumous commuaton. They were the two 
membeiB of the Monks of the Screw whom he appeared moit 
gratified in remembering, and therefore it is that I hare en- 
deavored, even with a feeble fidelity, to dcetoh them for th« ' 
reader. There were many others well worthy of being no- 
ticed — " men over whose ashes the best tears of Ireland hava 
been shed," and whose names will live in the hearts of poster- 
ity while wit, eloquence, and patriotism are dear to mankittd. 
This little society continued its sittings for many years ; and 
here it was that the eloquence of the senate, the learning of 
tiio bar, and the labor of the stndy delighted to nnbend thetn- 
selves. Many of its memben had, however, been bound to- 
gether as moch by the recollection of their boyish days as 1:^ 
the mote serious avocations of their manhood : die emolraent 
of those not endeared by that remote and delightful association, 
was little encouraged : years thinned, one by one, the original 
oommunity, which gradually died away, and has now only % 
traditional existonee in these perishable pages. 

Of the political Iriends of Curran, adroired and esteemed hj 
him, and fiiendly to the last, waaGrattan. Clarvm, et veti- 
troHle nomen. The history of this great man, Irom his en- 
trance into Parliament in 1775 down to its extinotton, is the 
history of Ireland and of Ireland's only splendid epoch. Ha 
it was who achieved her triumphs, established her rights, 
and, at the hazard of his life, confinnted her enemies. My 
■pace is too limited to entunerate the benefits he conferred 
upon his country ; and where is the pen adequate to de[»ot 
the zeal, the perseveiance, the intrepidity, the wisdom, dia 
eloquence almost divine, which waited on bia efforts aad ifc 
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unfed the' Tictory ? At every ttep he vu oi^KM^ed, bat ttptm- 
every obHtade be trampled. The taek be undertook had di& 
ficulties to depresB the Baagulne,' Knd terron to intiimdate the 
Srave. Bat he knew not despair— danger he deepiied. Al- 
moat a Btriplibg, be anailed corrnptioii ia its darkest den, and 
dragged its DtDnfrteni and its mysteries into day. Abnost un- 
aided, be Btormed, oppression's loftiest citadels, Ubnatii^ cap- 
tive i^bts, and lereling -with the dust tiw strongholds ilrhich 
oeufined them. His Toice penetrated t^e leeessea of tb* 
Tieantry, and pecnlation trembled. He uneobwebbed the 
k)him« of tiie Gharch, and religtoa blessed him. He disdained 
Ae gold and defied the vengeance of the Caatle, and power 
and il« numons oowered before bim. Svery measore which 
tended to tbe dignity or prOHperity of Ireland he either origin- 
ated or advanced. Free Trade, Xjegislative Independence, 
the Final Judicature, head a list of boons and triumphs ex- 
dnsively bis ofPn. A friend ts tbe thnme, bnt not to its ea- 
eroacbiaeBfs — advoeating the privileges while denouncing the 
vitality <^f tiie senate — aa. awakened and astonished natioo 
b^id from his lips bis piineiple in his prayer : " However it 
Aall pienae Providence to dispose of princes or of Parliaments, 
■ay tbe liberties of the people be immortal I" Pious words 
.^piatrmt Words — Slanguage new to a land of dares and sap- 
piiante, wbieb, if even Swift bad learned, be dared not whim- 
per. Deeds followed — tbeir reccrrd devolves on history ; but 
vira history faithless to ber trust, Ireland's traditions would 
fxemtve, and Ireland's heart indelibly retain them. Be it 
my bumUe task to eketcb such outline of tbe man and bia 
d^aiacterutiM as will convey to (be reader a resemblance, 
kowever iaint. 

, Orirttan was short in rtataie, and unprepossessing in ap- 
pearanoo; ^a arini vere diaptoportionably long. His walk 
■km i, stride. Witb a peraon ewayhtg like a pendulum, and 
ts abtrtmeted afri be seemed always in tbongbt, and each 
ftougbt pioTt^ced Kit attendant geetieutxtioB. Sadi wai the' 
•ot-WBid Sai -nSm* fMa t€ one T/rhaai Hie pumBBgta wQBli 
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stop to etaxe at aa a dnll, and the philosoplier to conten|date 
BB a Btudy. How etrange it Menu that a mind lo replete 
vKth ^race and symaxeiTj, and power and eplendor, tfaould 
h&ve bem allotted such a dwelling for its residence. Yet so 
it was; and so also was it one of his highest attributes, that 
his genius, hy its " excessive light," blinded the heare^ to his 
physical imperfectiorts. It was the victory of mind over mat- 
ter. The man was forgotten in the orator. Mr. Grattan, 
iffhose father repreeented the city of Dnblin in Parliament, 
and was also its recorder, was bom in the year 1746. He 
entered the Middle Temple in 1767, and was cidled to the 
Iri^ bar in 1772. In the University of Dnblin he was emi- 
nently distingnished, sharing its honors, in then amioable con- 
tention, with Fitzgibbon — not mereiy the antagonist, hot the 
enemy, and the bitter one of an after day. We have a rec- 
ord, more anthentie than nsual, of his pursuits while at the 
Temple. The study of the law occupied but little of his at- 
tention. He never relished it, and soon abandoned the pra- 
f^ion altogether. Of the theater he was very fond — tittle 
wonder in the zenith of Garriek— and it was a taste ho in- 
dulged in to the last. I well remember, somewhere abent 
the year 1813, being in Crow Street when ho entered with 
Catalani leaning on his arm. The house was crowded, and 
he was hailed with acclamations. In vain he modestly con- 
wgncd them to the lovely syren his companion. His name 
rang wildly through the theater, I think I still hear the 
shouts when his person was tec<%ntzed, and stilt behold his 
venerable figure Ixiwing its awkward gratitnde. No one 
linew better the true value of that bubble tribute. Another 
of his amusements, if indeed it was not something more, when 
be was at the Temple, seems to have been a frequent attend- 
ance in hoth hoiises of Parliament. He sketched the debates 
and the Speakers by whom he was most attracted. Thew 
sketches now possess an mduring interest. The futore splea- 
SoTB of the painter reflect a fresher light upon his portraits. 
The sketch of Edmund Burks ! — the i^etch of ChathaiOM' 
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by f/oung Henry Grattan — ^the first impreeuons. Here tbey 
are. " I have heard Burke. He is iDgeniaus, oratorical, un- 
daunted. " " Burke ia unquestiouably the first orator of the 
Commona of England. Boundless in knowledge — instanta- 
neous in his appr^ensions — abundant in his language, he 
speaks vnih pivlbund attention and acknowledged superiori- 
ty, notwithstanding the want of energy,' the want of grace (he 
could see this in another), and the want of elegance in his 
maimer." His account of Lord Chatham is still more cnii* 
ous. It will occasion to many a surprise such as appears to 
have been produced in the writer. " Speaking in a style of 
conversation" scarcely comes up to our idea of " the terrible 
comet of horse, whose scowl used to give Sir Robert Walpole 
a pain in his hack." Yet Mr. Grattan's representation has 
been confirmed by others — a confirmation little needed, con- 
sideling how consununate a judge he was, and how likely to 
be accurate on such a subject. " Chatham was a man of 
great genius, great flight of mind. His imagination was as* 
toaiibing. I heard him several times when I was at the 
Temple— on the American war, on the king's speech in 1770, 
and on the privileges of Parliament. He was very great and 
very odd. He spoke in a style of conversati(M, not, howev- 
er, what I expected : it was not a speech, for he never came 
with a prepared harangue. His style was not regular orato- 
ry, like Cicero or Demosthenes, but it was very fine and very 
elevated. He af^ared more like a grave character advising 
than mingling in the debate. His gesture was always grace- 
ful ; he was an inoomparable actor. Had it not been SO, it 
would have appeared ridiculous. His address to the tapes- 
try and to Lord Effingham's memory required a fine actor, 
and he was that actor."* Even in those early days, Grattan 
was preparing sedulously for his future destination. He had 
taken a. residence near Windsor Forest, and there it was his 
custom to rove about by moonlight, addressing the trees as 

' aratlan'i lAft und Timu, b; faia Sao. A vrark inraliuble to all 
who denn to know BocuraWl^ ths period of which it treat*. 
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if tliey vere an audience. His landlady took sncli manifeita- 
tiona mueh to heut. " What a Bad thing it was," she ivould 
Bay, "to see the poor young gentleman all day talking to 
somebody he oalls Mr. Speaker, when thece'a no speaker in 
the house except himself!" Her mind vas dearly made ap 
upon the subject. Nor was the old lady singular in her opin- 
' ions. In some few yeais afterward, no less a man than Ed- 
mund Burke wiote over to Ireland, " Will no one stop UmA 
madman Grattan V' It was not the first time that a hely 
entbUBtaEm, HtTong in its faith and steadfast in its parpose, 
was so misunderstood. Assuredly, when Surke himself en- 
acted the dagger scene on the floor of the House of Commons, 
the epithet was more applicable. I wish we had a few such 
madmen now. When Bitrke wrote thus, the " madman 
Grattan" was contemplating the glorious future. His ardent 
mind beheld the vision of the country he so loved liaing erect 
tirom the servitude of centuries, "redeemed, regenerated, and 
disenthialled" by his esertions. Nor was that vision base- 
less : he made of it a proud and grand reality. Her chains 
fell off as at the bidding of an enchanter. Her commerce 
free, and her independence reeognized, Ireland took her place 
among the nations, unfettered, save by gratitude to him, her 
ohUd — her more than champion, her deliverer — who, with 
fire-touched lips and lion heart, achieved her liberty. Cap- 
tive to him she was, and willingly. If it be a grand and no- 
ble spectacle to see the sovereign of a state rewarding sravice, 
whether rendered on flood or field, or in the more peaceful 
labors of the forum or the senate — as assuredly it is — ^how 
much more grand, how much more touching is it to see a 
nation on its knees, ofiering a heait-homage to the patriotism 
that bad redeemed it ! 

There was a struggle then between Grattan and his coun- 
try — B contention between gratitude and dignified disinterest- 
edness. It was who should give the most and who should 
accept the least One hundred thousand pounds was the first 
grant proposed : he promptly and firmly refused it ; and, bo 
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k lecoUected, h« had socriticed bia prdeoHlon, he had derotal 
his time and his talents exclusively to the publio, and, if not 
a poor man, he waa very fai from being a rieh one. One half 
tiie sum be waa aft^ward with difficulty prevailed on to ac- 
cept ; and this, it has transpired nnce his death, he haa be- 
queathed to the citizens of Dublin in case of failure of issue. 
But he submitted thus to be a debtvr exclueively to Ireland. 
In Bubseqaeat political comhinaticna — and his friends -were 
afterward in power — he leaisted every temptation. It is re- 
v<dting to reflect that a gift like this, bo hraoralde to all par- 
ties, should ever have been made a reproach to him by politi- 
cal animosity. His reply was very fine. " I hold that grant," 
said he, " by the same title by which the house of Brunswick 
holds the tiirane — the people ga9e it, and I received it." 

He entered the Irish House of Commons, under the auspi- 
ces of " the good and gracious Earl of Charlemont," in De- 
cember, 1772, and on the fifleenth of that month made his 
maiden speech. Here is the record of his gratitude to his 
early patron : "I beg leave to say a few words of the good 
and gracious Earl of Charlemont. An attack, act only oa 
his measures, but on his represmtative, makes his vindication 
necessary. Formed to unite aristocracy and the people — with 
the manners of a court and the principles of a patriot — with 
the flame of hberty and the love of order — unasBailable to the 
approaches of power, of profit, or of titles, he annexed to the 
love of freedom a veneration for order, and cast on the crowd 
that followed him the gracious light of his own accomplish- 
ments, so that the v«y rabble grew civilized as it approached 
his person. Far years did he preside over a great army* 
without pay or reward, and he helped to acoomplish a great 
revolution without a drop of blood. 

" Let slaves utter their slander, and bark at glory which is 

oonfened by the people ; his name will stand ; and, when 

their clay shall be gathered to the dirt to which they belong, . 

his mouumeat, whether in marble or in the hearts of lus oonn- 

' Tbe Irish VohmCeen. 
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tryraen, ehall be resorted to as a eubject for Borrow and an 
excitation to virtue."* A noble and -weli-nierited eulogium. 
His sUccesa was inatantuieons, and hiB coDBequ^bindustry 
appears to bare b^n indomitable. The aifairs of Farliament 
were to be henceforward the bosineBs of his life, and he stvulied 
fhem ininutely. The chief difficulty in this great speaker'^ 
way was the Hist five minutes. During bis exordium laugh' 
ter was imnunent. He bent his body almost to the ground, 
swung bis arms -over His head, up and down and around him, 
and added to the grotesqueueas of bis manner a hesitating tone 
and drawling emphasis. Still there was an earnestneee about 
him that at first besought, and, as be warmed, enforced, nay, 
commanded attention. The elevation of his mind, tbe gran- 
deur of his diotiou, the majesty of bis declamation, the splen- 
dor of his imagery, and tbe soundfiess of his logic, displayed 
in turn the ascendency of a, genius whose sway was irresistible. 
He was fine and jadicious in his panegyric ; but bis forte — 
that wbiob seemed to conjure up and concentrate all his fac- 
ulties — was the overwhebning, witheringseverity of bis invec- 
tive. It was like tbe torrent-lava, brilliant, inevitable, fatal. 
It required snch qualifications to overcome the peculiarity of 
his appearance, and the disadvantages of his manner. Truly 
indeed might it be said of him, as he said of Chatham, " he 
was very great and very odd." For a, time the eye dissented 
Irom the verdict of the mind ; but at last his genius carried 
all before it, and, as in the oracle of old, tbe contortions van- 
ished as tbe inspiration became manifest. Hia debut ia the 
Imperial Parliament was & bold and hazardous experiment. 
He bad told Flood, and somewhat prophetically, "that an oak 
of tbe forest was too old to be transplanted at My ;" and yet 
here he was himself! whether he would take root was the 
question ; and for some moments very questionable it was. 
When he rose, every voice in that crowded house was hushed 
—the great rivals, Pitt and Fox, riveted their eyes on him— 
he strode forth and gesticulated — ^the bush became ominoiu— ^ 
• ■ * Letter to hiad Clate. 
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not a cheer was heard — men looked in one another's faces, 
and then at the phenomenon before them, as if doubting bii 
identity ; at last, and on a sudden, the indication of the mas- 
ter-spirit came. Fitt was the first generously to recognize it ; 
he smote his thigh hastily with his hand — it was an impulse ^ 
when he was pleased — his foUowen saw it, and knew It, and 
with a universal hurst they hailed the advent and the triumph 
of the stranger. It was my good fortune frequently to heat 
him in thtt English House of Commons. His most important 
subject was the Catholic Question, but, nnlike Mr. Plunket, 
he did not confine himself to it. His rising nnexpectedly 
about two o'clock one morning, to speak against an impending 
war with America, is fresh in my recollection, from the efiect 
which it produced. The attendance was so thin that the 
House might have been counted out. Members, wearied with 
a long imd dull discus«on, were awuting in the lobbies and 
refreshment rooms the welcome summons of the division-bell. 
It soon, however, became obvious that Grattan was about to 
make an effort. The word went round, and a simultaneous 
rush from Bellamy's and the library soon lefl few places va- 
cant. He was very fine. He is as visible to me now as he 
was then, when he addressed this characteristic admonition 
to the government: "Be satisfied with, having gone to war 
with France, whereby you have made that nation a nation of 
soldiers. Be not mad enough to go also to war with America, 
and make that people a people of manu&cturers, the one to 
fight you, and the other — to starve you," Perhaps, however, 
one of his greatest speeches in England was that 6n Napo- 
leon's escape from Elba. It is said to have decided the ques- 
tion of peace or war. The character of Burke, skillfully in- 
troduced and graphically flung off, seems to me very felicit- 
ous. He was fond of digressing into these personal etch- 
ings ; but, though apparently digresEions, they were seldom 
without a purpose. On such a subject, Burke's was most 
ttppropriate. " On the French subject," said he, " speakiog 
of authority, we can not ioTget Mr- fiuike. Mr. Burke, the 
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fiTodigy of- nature and of acquisition. Ho read evety thing — 
he saw every thing. His knowletlge of history amounted to 
a power of foretelling ; and when he perceived the -wild work 
that was doing in France, that great pohtical phyeician, cog' 
nizant of symptoms, distinguished between the access of fever 
and the force of health, and what others conceived to be the 
vigor of her eoaatitution, he knew to be the paroxysm of her 
madness ; and then, piophet-hke, he pronounced the destinies 
of France, and in hb prophetic fury admonished nations." It 
is in the Irish Parliament, however, and in his younger day, 
that Mr. Grattan'fi finest efibrts are to be found. Allusion 
has been made to his power of invective, the most memorable 
exercise of which occurs in his contest with Mr. Flood. No 
sketch of Grattan's history, however slight, can exclude the 
record of this collision. It is the most fierce, bitter, and en- 
venomed contest, between two foremost men, to be found in 
our Parliamentary annals. Thanks to Mr. Henry Grattan, 
we now have a mq^ correct version of his father's part in it 
than has hitherto appeared. The received reports had attrib- 
uted to Mr. Grattan vnlgarisma which, it turns out, he never 
nttered. He submitted to them in silence, honorably declining 
to repeat in print what he really had said under excitement, 
because his adversary had abstained from doing so. The lapse 
of time, however, allows his son now to vindicate his patent's 
memory, which he has admirably done throughout his vol- 
umes. Unhappily for Flood, but one relative has essayed to 
do him justice, and he deapondingly laments the loss of pre- 
cious materials, which were allowed to perish. There is some- 
where much to answer for. The collision occurred on tho 
night of the 98th of October, 1783, during a debate on a mo- 
tion of Sir Henry Cavendish recommending retrenchment. 
Mr. Flood, in speaking to the question, had apologized to the 
House for his deficiencies on the ground of indisposition. 
Doubtless oflended at some expression or allusion, Mr. Giat- 
tan immediately followed thus : 
" J shall not trouble you long, nor take up the tima of the 
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Honse by apologizing for bodily infirmity, or tbe a^etErtion of- 
infirmity. I shall not speak of myself, or enter into a defease 
of my character, never having apostatized. 

" I think it not necessary for the House now to investigate 
what we know to be the fact. I think it would be better to 
go into the business, as the House Jid upon another occasion, 
without waiting the formality of the eommittee's report. Ai 
to myself, the honorable reward that a gratein! nation baa be- 
stowed upon me, forever binds me to make every return i» 
my power, and particularly to oppose every unnecessary ei- 
pense. I am far from thinking with the honorable geattemsn 
as to the speech ; and I believe he will find instances whera 
eoooomy has been recommended from the throne, but prodi- 
gality practioed. This was the case in Lord Harcourt's ad' 
miniatratioD, which had the support of the honorable gentle^ 
man ; and therefbre he, of all men, can not be at a loss to re< 
ject that illusory economy which has bo often appeared in tho 
speeches of lord heutenants. With respect to the Genevese, 
I never could have believed it possible to give the speech Buoh 
a bias as has been mentioned ; and that people will be de- 
ceived if they give credit to any declamation that infers, from 
the words of the speech, any thing but an honest economy in 
applying the public money fairly to their use. Tbe nation has 
derived great honor from this transaction, and I wonld be sorry 
to have it tarnished by inference and inunuation. 

"In 1781, when the burdens of the country were compttr- 
atively small, I made a motion similar to this : the honorable 
gentleman then opposed me. I have his sanction now that I 
was right and he was wrong ; and I say this, that though 
gentlemen may, for a while, vote against retrenchments, they 
may at last see the necessity of them. Yet, while I see le- 
trenchment absolutely necessary, I am not very sure that this 
is jnst the time to make it in the army — now, when England 
has acted justly, I will not say generously — now, when she has 
lost her empire — when she still feels the wounds of the lata 
omhappy war, and comibrta herself only with the iaithfut fdmd- 
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Bbip of Ireland. In 1779, when the libertieg of Ireland were 
denied, and those of America in danger, it wa&- thought vinad- 
visable to retrench our army. There can be no such reason 
to reduce it now, whan both are acknowledged and confirnied. 
When we wted four thousand men to butcher our brethren 
in America, the honorable gentleman should have opposed 
that vote ; bat perhaps he will be able to explain the propri- 
ety of Bending fiinr thousand Irishmen thither. But why not 
look for retrenchment in the revenue and other departments T 
In my mind, the proper mode would be to form a fair estimate 
of what would be a reasonable peace establishment, and re- 
duce our several departments to it." 

Mb. Flood. " The right honorable gentleman can have no 
doubt of the propriety of my Baying a few words in reply to 
what he has delivered. Every member of the House can bear 
witness of the infirmity I mentioned, and therefore it showed 
but little candor to make a nocturnal attack upon that in* 
firmity. B»t I am not afraid of the right honorable gentle- 
man : I will meet him any where, or upon any ground, by 
night or by day. I would stand poorly in my own estimation . 
find my country's opinion if I did not stand far above him. 
I did not come here dressed in a rich wardrobe of words to de- 
lude the people. I am not one who has promised repeatedly 
to bring in a bill of rights, yet does not bring in that bill, or 
permit any otlipr p«non to do it. I ara not one who threat- 
ened to impeach the chief justice of the King's Bench for act^ 
ing under an English law, and afterward shrunk from that 
business. I am not the author of the simple repeal. I am 
Dot one who would come at midnight, and attempt, by a vote 
of this House, to stifle the voice of the people, which my egre- 
gious folly has raised against me. I am not the gentleman' 
who subsists upon your accounts. I am not the mendicant 
patriot who was bonght by my country for a sum of money, 
and then sold my country for prompt payment. I am not the 
man who, in this House, loudly ctHnplained of an infringement 
nude by Engluid in including Ireland in a bill, and then sent 
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a certificate to Dungannoa that Ireland was not included. I 
neTer was bought by the people, nor ever sold them. The 
gentleman says he never apostatized ; but I say I never 
changed my principles. X^et every man say the same, and let 
the people believe them if they can. But if it be bo bad a 
thing to take an office in the state, how is it that the honor- 
able gentlempi is connected with persons in office ? They, I 
hope, aie men of virtue, or how came that gentleman so closely 
connected witli Colonel Fitzpatrick 1 I object to no man for 
being in office. A patriot in office is the more a patriot for 
being there. There was a time when the glories of the great 
Duke of Marlborough shrunk^and withered before those of the 
right honorable gentleman, when palaces superior to Blenheim 
were to be built for his reception, when pyramids and pillars 
were to be raised, and adorned with emblems and inscriptions 
sacred to his virtue. But the pillars and pyramids are now 
sunk, though then the great Earl of Chatham was held infe- 
rior to him. However, he is still so great that the Queen of 
France will, I have no doubt, have a song made on the name 
of Grrattan. 

" Lord Ilarcourt practiced economy ; but what was the 
economy of the Duke of Portland t One hundred thousand 
pounds were voted to raise twenty thousand seamen, though 
it was well known that one third of that number could not 
be raised ; and what was the application of the money } It 
was applied to the raising of the execrated fencibles. 

" It is said that I supported Lord Harcourt's administra- 
tion. That is true ; but I never deserted my principles : I 
carried them into the cabinet with me. A gentleman who 
now hears me knows that I proposed to the Privy Council an 
Irish Mutiny Bill, and that not with a view of any pecimiary 
grant. I supported an absentee-tax, and, while I was in 
office, registered my principles in the hooks of government ; 
and the moment I could not influence government to the ad- 
vantage of the nation, I ceased to act with them. I acted 
fci myself : I was the first who ever told them that an Irish 
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Mutiny Bill must be granted. If this country is now satisfied, 
is it owing to that gentleman t No ; the simple repeal, dis- 
approved and scouted by all the lawyers in England and in 
Ireland, shows the contrary ; and the only apology he can 
make is, that he is no lawyer at aU. A man of warm In^ag- 
inatioa and brilhant fancy will sometimes be dazzled with hia 
own -ideaE, and may, for the moment, fall into error ; but & ' 
man of sound head could not make so egregious a mistake, and 
a man of an honest heart could not persist in it after it was 
discovered. I have now done ; and give mo leave to say, if 
the gentleman enters often into this sort of colloquy with 
me, he will not httve much to boast of at the end of the ses- 
gioh." 

Mr. Grattan. "In answer to the honorable member who 
spoke last, I am obliged to say something. I shall adhere to 
order as much as possible : it is much more material to ob- 
serve decorum toward this House than to retort personahtiea. 

" The charge brought against me of accepting X50,0O0 
from Parliament is not my afHiir, but yours. You thought 
my services deserved it. I will not imitate the honorable 
member by a display of them, nor will Z pay you so ill a com- 
pliment as to suppose it necessafy to justify your uuanimous 
act against any charge of that member. 

" With respect to a bill of rights, I mentioned to this House 
that the English act, then recently passed, called the St. 
Christopher's Bill, did, Z apprehended, extend to Ireland ; if 
so, that it was a breach of compact, and made some measure 
necessary on the part of Ireland ; that I requested it to 'coft- 
sidet, in that case, whether an Irish bill of rights ought not 
to be introduced, and if that ma the sense of the House, that 
I ahould propose one. A few days afler, I brought the St. 
Christopher's Bill to the House, and submitted whether they 
conceived it to be an infraction on the part of England ; but 
so far were gentlemen from thinking so, there was not one 
who spoke in the debate that did not disclaim the idea, and 
declare the act could not be construed to extend to Ireland (I 
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must obserre that this bill had paaged in Eugland Woie Mr. 
Fox's motion for a repeal of the Declaratory Act) ; and so de- 
cided against any measure was the House, that a short time 
after, when a bill of rights was introduced, it was rejected al- 
most unanimously, six men only voting for it. I did not in- 
troduce a bill of lights, therefore, because the only ground for 
. jt was a supposed infraction, which was denied. I plainly 
perceived that such a bill was certain to be rejected by the 
whole House. It was my duty to give you notice of every 
thing which might be thought an infraction, and then tq ac- 
quiesce in your judgment. As to the other charge, that I en- 
deavored by a vote of this House to stifle the voice of the 
people, it has been basely misstated. The motion was, that 
every man who should, in writing or speech, assert that a. 
Tight existed, or could be revived, in a foreign Legislature, to 
Innd this country, was a public eitemy. The words of the 
motion are the best answer to the charge of empty clamor, 
which I despise. 

" Sir, it is the misfortune of every one who acts a censpio- 
uouB public pait to be followed and traduced by men of a 
malignant and envious mind, who see no merit where they 
take no part ; but it is not the slander of the bad tongue of 
a bad man that can defame me. I maintain my reputation 
in public and in private life. No man of character can say I 
ever deceived him — no country baa called me a cheat. Let 
me suppose such a man — a man whose constant practice wan 
to abuse every person who differed from him, and to betray 
erery man who trusted him. I will begin with him in his 
cradle and follow him to his last state. I will suppose him 
in the first period of his politi^I life, intemperate ; in his eeo- 
ond, corrupt ; and in his last, seditious ; that, after a virulent 
attack upon the persona and government of a succession of 
viceroys, he became reconciled to administration when your 
expenses w«e increased, when an embargo was laid on th« 
trade of Ireland, and war declared against the liberties of 
America. I will suppose this man then to have become ailen^ 
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tuiJ to drop the Uiemoa of past iuvectire ; that, on the great 
constitutional question of the Mutiny Bill, when it was made 
perpetual, he absconded, but in a year and a half aftor the bill 
had passed, that he exclaimed we were ruined by a perpetual 
Mutiny Bill. With respect to Poynlng's law, when money 
bills were altered seasion after session, and the altered bill 
thrown out at one door and introduced at another, I will sup- 
pose this man to abscond or acquiesce ; yet alterward, when 
another gentleman undertook the remedy, I will suppose him 
to exclaim against the grievance, the remedy, and the man 
who introduced it. As to the repeal of 6 Geo. I,, when the 
question was debating here, I will suppose him silent about 
renunciation, and not even to divide ; but after the repeal was 
ready for the royal assent, that he exclaimed against it, and 
implored the people to be disBatisfied with freedom, because 
he was not the man who obtained it, and canvassed even in 
the public street for sedition. I will suppose that he support- 
ed the most {irodigal measures of the most prodigal adminis- 
tration, and opposed retrenchment ; that he supported in thia 
House the ruinous emba^o of 1776 ; that, when the inade- 
quate duty on sugar was debating, and an altered Sugar Bill 
was passed, he absconded, but in a year ot two after exclaim- 
ed that we were ruined by it. "With respect to the volun- 
teers, I will suppose that he never was a volunteer till he 
ceased to be a placeman ; that he first opposed their institu- 
tion, and afterward inflamed them — the last of their friends 
and the first of their enemies. As to America, I will suppose 
him to have voted four thousand of the Irish army to fight 
against her, calling (hose butchers an armed negotiation; 
and thus, with a metaphor in his mouth and a bribe in his 
pocket, gave a base suf&age against the hberty of America, 
the eventual liberty of Ireland, and the cause of mankind. 

" I will suppose this man's honor equal to his oath. I will 
suppose him an insufferable egotist. I will stop him in his 
career and say. Sir, you are mistaken if you think your tolentg 
are as great as your Ufo is infamous. We have seen yoa 4 

E 
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violent opposer of government, and afteiward, on the moft try- 
ing ([uestionE, silent — eilent foi yean — and silenced by money ; 
y/e faare wen yon haunting this house like a guilty spirit, 
v&tching the moment when you should vsniKfa from the ques- 
tion ; or yon might be descried hovering about this dome like 
an ill-omened bird of night, with sepulchral note, cadaverous 
upect, and a broken beak, watching to stop and pounce upon 
your prey ; or we have detected you hid behind that chair to 
avoid a division, or feigning inlirmitieB to excuse your absence. 
Infiuenced by place or stung by disappointed ambition, we 
have seen you pursue a course of manifest duplicity. Tou can 
he trusted by no man ; the people can not trust you ; the crown 
can not trust you ; you have dealt out the most impartial 
treachery to both, and now you tell the nation she was ruined 
by othen when she was sold by you. You fled from the 
Mutiny Bill — you fled from the Sugar Bill — you fled from 
the Six Months' Money Bill : I therefore tell you, in the &ce 
of your country, before all the world, and to your heard — you 
are not an honest man." 

Mr. Flood. " I have heard a very extraordinary harangue 
indeed, and I challenge any one to say that any thing half so 
unwarrantable was ever delivered in this House. The right 
honorable gentleman set out with declaring that he did not 
wish to use personality, and no sooner has he opened his 
mouth, than forth issues all that venom that ingenuity and 
disappointed vanity, for two years brooding over corruption, 
has produced. But it can not taint my public character. 
Fonr-and-twenty years passed in your service have established 
that ; and as to my private, let that he learned from my ten- 
ants, from my friends, from those under my own roof — to those 
I appeal ; and this appeal I boldly make, in utter contempt 
for insinuations false as they are iUiberal. The whole force 
of what has been said rests upon this, that I once accepted 
office, and this is called apostaoy ; but is a man the less a pat- 
riot for being an honest servant of the crown ? As to me, 
I took AS great a part with the first office of the itat« at my 
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Dack, as ever the right honorable gentleman did vritb mendi* 

caiicy behiiid him." 

Such was the grea.t parliameatary gladiatorship between 
Flood and Grattau, and Buch another does not stand lecord- 
ed. How a conteation bo prolonged and so enveoomed should 
hare been permitted to proceed, seems marvelous. For one 
moment, in the course of Mr. Flood's reply, the speaker inter- 
feied, but his interposition met little countenance. Tbe pat' 
ties retired unmolested from tbe House, Mr. Flood baring made 
his escape afler being arrested. Next day a hostile meeting 
was appointed, but the chief justice's warrant very properly 
terminated the matter. la a few nights afterward Mr. Flood 
resumed the subject in his own vindication, and in an admi- 
rable speech detailed and juEtiHed bis poUtical history. Mr. 
Grattan rose to reply, but the entiis House, un& voce, at last 
interposed, and so tbe afiair was set at rest forever. In con- 
nection with this subject, Mr. Grattan's subsequent conduct 
does him infinite honor. In reply to a pamphlet written by 
Lord Clare, he thus notices an allusion to Flood : 

"Mr. Flood, my rival, as the pamphlet calls him-^and I 
should be unworthy of the character of his rival if even in hi) 
grave I did not do him justice — be had hia faults, but be bad 
great powers — great public efiect. He persuaded tbe old — he 
inspired the young. The Castle* vanished before him. On a 
unall subject he was miserable ; put into his band a dislaff, 
and, like Hercules, he made sad work of it ; but give him the 
thunderbolt, and he wielded it with the arm of a Jupiter. 
He misjudged when he transferred himself to the English Pac- 
liament. He forgot that he was an oak of the forest, too old 
and too great to be transplanted at fifty ; and his seat in the 
Siitish Parliament is a caution to the friends of Union to stay 
at home and make the country of their birth tbe seat of their 
action." Mr. Grattan himself never disregarded the caution 
till the legislative union left him no alternative save that of 
." transplantation," or remaining out of Parliament altogethet. 
* The Dwt of tlie Inah govemment. 



:,q,t,=cdbvGoOglc 



100 CVKEAN AND RtB CONTEHPOB ABIES. 



Biaborately vituperative as was his invective agajnit Flood, 
there is nothing in it more cutting or coatemptuous than is 
contained in a single sentence addressed to one of hiE more 
humble revilers. " I shall," said he, " make no other remaiic 
on the personalities of the honorable meiubei -who has just 
spoken, than merely to say that, b« I believe he rose without 
a friend, so he has certainly sat down without having made 
an enemy." Mr. Grattan required all the power of sarcasm 
with which he was so liberally endowed. His public life was 
one continual warfare. It was not to be expected that the 
idle mob of parasites who fattened upon public abuses would 
give way without a sWggle. Accordingly, he was dogged by 
spies, and denounced by enemies as a Bwom traitor : his pur- 
suits were made the subject of solemn examination before the 
Privy Council ; the privacy of his dwelling was invaded, and 
his life Beriously endangered. Against all his remonstrances, 
his friends compelled him to evade the storm by a temporary 
retirement in England, It has since been ascertained, by the 
testimony of the United Irish leaders, that Mr. Grattan never 
was of their number. As an opponent of evil measures, as an 
enemy to evil government, he was violent, it is true, even U> 
the utmost license of opposition ; but there he paused. The 
champion of Irish independence, he was an advocate for Brit- 
ish connection ; a friend to popular privileges, he was no foe 
to the constitutional prerogative of the sovereign. In proof 
of this, he was often the object of popular suspicion, and ex- 
perienced more than once to what a reed ho trusts who leans 
on popularity. 

The most interesting epoch of his varied and eventiul life 
was now approaching — that of the legislative union. It was 
solemn midnight, in the very height of a debate of feverish 
excitement ; the question was one of life or death to Ireland 
— a question whether she was to dwindle into a provyioe or 
retain her name among the nations ; the passions of the as- 
sembly were mastering its reason ; burst after burst of elo- 
quence, inspired by such a theme, was moie and more laflani' 
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ing them, when the wild cheer and almost phrensied acclams- 
tion were hushed as if by magic, and a spectacle was seen which 
was not seen without tears — Grattan had that very morning 
been elected for Wicklow, and was adraiicing to take his seat. 
He had just risen from a bed of sickness ; and, trembling and 
attenuated, tottered to his place, supported by two frienda, , 
"What a scene it was, and what feelings it excited 1 There he 
sat, the patriarcbiai patriot ; he who (to repeat himself) had 
watched by the cradle of Irish independence — there he was, 
faithful to the last, gasping for breath, aaif about to die with it. 
It was truly a sublime, a mournful, and a touching spectacle. 
He spoke from hia seat — he was too feeble to stand — his voice 
was weak, his utterance impeded ; but aS he warmed with 
the mighty subject, the recollection of his youthful toils and 
youthful triumphs revived his spirit, and he grew young again. 
Never was he finer: 1800 saw the Gtattan of '82. Will 
it be believed that such was the moment chosen deliberately 
to revile and crush him ? Mr. Isaac Cony, a man of mark 
and talent, rashly adventmed on the glory of the achieve- 
ment. He was answered thus : " My guilt or innocence has 
little to do with the question before us. I rose with the ris- 
ing fortunes of my country — I am willing to die with her ex- 
piring liberties. To the voice of the people I will bow, but 
nevei shall I submit to the caprices of an individual hired to 
betray them and slander me. The indisposition of my body 
has left me, perhaps, no means but that of lying down with 
fallen Ireland, and recording upon her tomb my dying testi- 
mony against the flagrant cortnption that has murdered her 
independence. The right honorable gentleman has said that 
this was not my place ; that, instead of having a voice in the 
councils of my country, I should have been standing as a cul- 
prit at her bar — at the bar of a court of criminal judicatnia 
to answer for my treasons. The Irish people have not so read 
my history : but let that pass ; if I am what he has said 1 
am, the people are not therefore to forfeit their Constitution. 
In point of ai^ument, theiefbce, the attack is bad ; is point 
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of taste 01 feeling, if he had either, it is worse ; in point of 
fact, it is false, utterly and absolutely &lse — as rancorous a 
falsehood as the most malignant motives could suggest to tha 
prompt sympathy of a shameless and a venal defamer. The 
right honorable gentlemaa baa suggested examples \whicb I 
should have ebutmed, and examples which I should bave fol- 
lowed. I shall never follow his, and I have ever avoided it. 
I shall never be ambitious to purchase public scorn by private 
infamy ; the lighter characters of the model have as little 
obanc« of weaning me from the habits of a Ufe spent, if not 
exhausted, in the cause of my native land. Am I to renounce 
those babitH now forever t And at the beck of whom 1 — I 
should rather say of what ? Half minister, half monkey — a 
'prentice politician and a ma^r coxcomb. He has told you, 
what he has said of me here he would say any where. I be- 
lieve he would say them of me in any place where he thcngbt 
himself safe in saying so : nothing can limit his oalumniea 
but his fears. In Failiament he has calumniated me to- 
night ; in the king's courts be will calumniate me to-morrow ; 
but had be said or dared to insinuate one half as much else- 
wbere, the indignant spirit of an honest man would have an- 
swered the vile and venal slanderer with a blow." The 
parties went instantly from the House to the field. Corry 
was wounded in the arm. A friend who was present told 
me the duel took place in the twilight, and that Grattan said, 
" The gentleman is placed too far off — I can not see him 
plainly — let him come nearer ;" and, accordingly, he did so. 

It would be unjust to Mr. Grattan to confine our quotations 
from his dcetches of character to those which he flung off an- 
' grily in the excitement of the moment. He was fond of those 
occamonal digressions, and far from averse to giving the bright 
side of the picture. A few are selected, and they are charao- 
terietic tmd felicitous. 

MR. FOX. 

" The authority of Mr. Fox has been alluded to — a great 
Mithority and a gieat num. His name excites tendeiaesa and 
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wonder. To do justice to that immortal person, you mnst 
not limit your view to bis country. His geaiua was not con- 
fined to England — it was seen three thousand miles oH', in 
commuaicating freedom to the Americans ; it was visible, I 
know not how far off, in ameliorating the condition of the In- 
dian ; it was discernible on the coast of Africa, ia accomjrfish- 
tng the abolition of the slave-trade. You are to measure tha 
magnitude of his mind by parallels of latitude. Hie heart 
was as sofi as that of a woman — his intellect was adamant." 
His etching of a very celebrated contemporary well deserves 
a place, not merely for its ftdeltty aitd beauty, but because it 
will introduce to England a character little known here— 
Dean Kirwaa. He had been a Roman Catholic cleigyman, 
but conformed to the Church of England. He was a won- 
derful orator— one of the greatest that ever filled a pulpit ; 
and yet, when injudicious friends, after his death, published 
0. Tt^ume of his sermons, they were scarcely readable '. This 
soimda paradostcal, but it is true. The volume is not re- 
membered : those who heard the preacher never can feiget 
him. It was my happiness to have the opportunity thrice, 
while a student in the University of Dublin. The church, 
on those occasions, presented a singular, and, in truth, not a 
very decorous spectacle. The mihtary were drawn round it, 
but the scene within baffles all description. A bear-garden 
was orderly compared with it ! The clothes were torn off 
men's backs — ladies were carried out, fainting or in hysterics 
— disorder tha most unseemly disgraced the entire service, 
and BO continued till EJrwaa reached the pulpit. What a 
change was there then ! Every eye was turned to him — ev- 
ery tongue was hushed — all was solemn silence. His enun- 
ciation of the Lord's Prayer was one of the finest things ever 
heard. Never, before or since, did mortal man produce such 
wonderful eBect. And yet he had his disadvantages to over- 
come : his person was not imposing, he was somewhat wall- 
eyed, and his voice at times was inharmonious. But he was 
a magician. Talk of acting — Ulk of Garridc, or Kemble, <k 
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Kean '. — there never was such an actor. He drew teare once 
from his whole coDgiegation, and, more than that, all the 
money out of their pockets, by — a sing-le sentence, for he said 
no more. It was his custom to preach a charity sermon once 
t. year for the children of St. Peter's. The anniTcraary had 
anived. The church, as asual, was crowded to the ceiling. 
The children, boys and girls {some hundreds), were ranged, 
he usual, in galleries fronting the pulpit. A rumor had got 
abroad that Kirwan was taken ill, and it was so; But he 
appeared to bis time, though manifestly enfeebled. He got 
through the prayer, ,and, amid dead silence and breathless 
expectation, stood for a moment mute. His bosom heaved 
— his whole frame trembled — he looked up to the galleries — 
his heart seemed breaking, as, with uplifted hands and full 
eyes, he exclaimed, " My poor, poor children, I am unahle to 
plead your cause '." and sank back into his seat. This was 
not affectation : restricted by his physicians to preaching a 
few charity sermons annually, even those efforts proved fatal. 
No person who has not heard him can have the faintest idea 
of the effect he produced. People wont forearmed against 
him, prepared with such a sum as they could afibrd to give, 
and no more. Fruitless precaution ! Next day the vestry- 
loom was crowded with pilgrims coming to redeem the watch- 
es and ear-rings they had left upon the plates ! There was 
seldom less than X1200 collected in the church afler one of 
his sermons. I saw the funeral procession of this great oratm; 
and philanthropist pass through the streets of Dublin. There 
was no misplaced pomp to mock the nothingness of man, but 
the charity children of Dublin, male and female, amounting 
to some thousands, followed the hearse of their benefactor. 
It was a sad but beautiful spectacle. People who never 
heard of Kirwan will read this page with increduhty. Alas ! 
I fear there is much of excellence in Ireland still to be learned 
here— aught to her disadvantage has been made promin«it 
enough. In the present instance Mr. Grattan shall be m; 
witDBBB, and here ia his public and striking attestatioa : 
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DESAN KIBWAK. 

" He called forth the latent virtues of the human heart, 
(tad taught men to discover in themaelves a mine of charity . 
of which the pniprietors had been uncoDBcioua. In feeding 
the lamp of charity, he exhaneted the lamp of life. He came 
to interrupt the repose of the pulpit, and shake one woild 
-with the thunders of another. The preacher's desk becomes 
a. throne of light — around him a train not such as crouch and 
swagger at the lev6e of 'viceroys — horse, foot, and dragoons — 
but that wherewith a great genius peoples his own state — ■ 
charity in ecstacy, and vice in humiliation. Not, as irith 
you, in cabinet against the people, but in humiliation. Van- 
ity, arrogance, and saucy, empty pride, appalled by the rebuke 
of the preacher, and cheated for a moment of their native im- 
probity and insolence. What reward ? St. Nicholas with- 
out or St. Nicholas within t* The curse of Swift is upon 
him — to have been an Irishman, to have been a man of ge- 
nius, and to have used it for the benefit of his country. Had 
this man, instead of being the brightest of preachers, been the 
dullest of lawyers — had ha added to dullness, venality — had 
he augmented the crinae of venality by senatorial turpitude, 
he had been a judge. Or had he been bom a blockhead, 
bred a slave, trained up in a great English family, and hand- 
ed over as a household circumstance to the Irisb viceroy, he 
should have been an Irish bishop and an Irish peer, with a 
great patronage— perhaps a borough — and have returned 
members to vote against Ireland ; and the Irish parochial 
clergy must have adored bis venality, and deified his dullness. 
But, under the present system, Ireland is not the element iit 
which a native genius can rise, unless he sells tbat genius to 
the court, and atones by the apostacy of his conduct for the 
crime of bis nativity." This last sentence seems to have sug- 
gested his fine fines to the poet of Ireland : 

* Obicare preferments. 
E2 
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' " Dnprized are her tora lill they leam to betrey ; 

UudiBtinguialied they live if they shame not their ure* ; 
And the torch that woald light Ihem oa dignity's way 
Must be caught from the pile where their coootry eipiree-" 

There 'was another clergyman, a Franciscan friar, upon 
whom Mr. Grattaa also bestowed a fine eulogium. It con- 
cluded thug : " If I did not know him to be a Christian clergy- 
man, I should suppose him by hia work to be a philosopher of 
the Augustan age of literature." O'Leary was a wise man, 
and has bequeathed a question on which it behooves Irishmeu 
of all perHuasions to ruminate : " Why should religion, which 
^ Almighty meant to be a bond of union among ua, be turn- 
ed by ourselves intc a wall of separation ?" OXeary was a 
wit also. It was he who replied to the Protestant bishop of 
■ Cloyne on the subject of purgatory, " WeU, my good lord, you 
may go farther and/are icwse." 

Passages of great beauty — among others, Grattan'8 classic 
character of Lord Chatham — crowd upon the memory. Let 
me most reluctantly conclude with this magnificetit extract 
from his speech on the Tithe Question : 

"Had the apostles advanced among the Jews pretensions 
to the tenth of the produce of Judea, they would not have con- 
verted a less petverBB generation. But they were humble and 
inspired men ; they went forth in modest guise, with naked 
foot, and brought to every man's door, in hia own tongue, the 
true belief : their word prevailed against the potentates of the 
earth ; and, on the ruin of barbaric pride and pontifio luxury, 
they placed the naked majesty of the Chriatian religion.. 

" This light was soon put out by its own ministers ; and, 
on its extinction, a beastly and pompous priesthood ascended 
— political potentates, not Christian pastors — full of false zeal, 
full of worldly pride, and full of gluttony ; empty of the true 
religion ; to their flock, oppressive ; to their inferior clergy, 
bratal ; tc their king, abject ; and to their God, impudent and 
familiar. They stood on the altar as a stepping-stone to the 
throne, glozing in the eai of princes, whom they poisoned with 
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enioked principles and heated advice, and were a faction 
against the king when they were not his slaves — the dirt un- 
der his feet, oi the poniard ia his heart. Their power went 
down — it burst of its own plethory, when a. poor reformer, 
with the Gospel in his hand, and with the inspired spirit of 
poverty, restored the Christian religion." Mr. Grattan waa 
three hours in delivering the speech of which the above is a 
fragment. It astonished all who heard, and can not fail to 
instruct, improve, and delight all who peruse it. He was, of 
course, assailed on all hands aa an enemy to the Church ; but 
we have lived to see a prime minister of England, and with 
the assent of Parliament, quintuple the Church reductions pro- 
posed in that speech .' 

Of this great man, personally, I knew nothing ; a misfor- 
tune not lessened by its having been my own fault. I had, 
however, the honor of an introduction to him frcm the present 
Earl of Charlemont. The occasion was memorable, but in- 
auspicious. Shortly after my call to the Irish bar, on return- 
ing from court, through Maiy Street, I perceived a great mob, 
apparently in much commotion. It was occasioned by tho 
chairing of Mr. Grattan and Sir Robert Shaw aAer a city 
election. The former had some time previouBly grievously of- 
fended the Irish patriots, and it was not now forgotten. In a 
debate on one of those coercion acts, by which an inveterata 
impolicy even still misgoverns Ireland, he had incautiously 
declared that there was a French party in that country. No 
doubt he thought so ; and such a declaration, coming from such 
a man, carried the measure. In my belief, he was misinform- 
ed. Therahadbeenone, and an important one, in 1798, some 
remnant of which may havo lingered down to 1803, hut Hob- 
crt Emmett's speech toward the close of that year erased 
every trace of it. The Irish of the subsequent years, down to 
1839, were absorbed in the agitation of the Roman Catholia 
Emancipation Question, and troubled not their heads about 
France or FrenchmeB. Besides, their then leader was pro- 
verbially a very pacific character. However, the expiessioa 
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lank deep aaA rankled. It was Temembered at the election, 
and a ferocious labble, chiefly composed of the butchers of 
CoIe'B maiket, detennined upon vengeance. They made an 
cwoasion of the chairing. That day was very neat adding 
the blackest page to Ireland's history, black enough already. 
These jnisguided men, armed with knives and brickbats, had 
already precipitated Mr. Grattan from his car, which was soon 
tora to atoms. He was on the ground, his hat off, and his 
white silk stockings slightly sprinkled with blood ! A more 
savage and disgraceful spectacle I never witnessed. He had , 
been hurried by some friends into the house of an upholsterer 
in Mary Street, where my introduction took place. It is not 
for me here to enter into details which may be found in ell 
the journals of the day. Mj. Grattan's manner was more 
than kind ; and the occurrence afterward produced an invita* 
tion to Tinnehinch, of which circumstances unfortunately pre- 
vented my acceptance. He was greatly moved, but, as it 
seemed, more at the national disgrace than any personal in- 
dignity : and he was right — no disgrace, undoubtedly, affected 
him. There was a grandeur in his indignation, as he paced 
np and down the long room, speaking to himself, and occa- 
sionally pauaiog. At last — chafed, apparently, beyond fur- 
ther power of endurance — he suddenly exclaimed, " I will 
not remain here. — I will go forth — I will cast myself upon 
the sympathies of my countrymen !" Fortunately for him- 
self — most fortunately for Ireland — he was dissuaded by his 
firiends. 

As in Ireland's mirth there is oAen something of melan< 
choly mingled, so her sadness has occasionally its gleam of 
Bunshine. If the scene within was sufficiently humiliating, 
it was impoBsible to keep one's countenance at the one out of 
doors. The butchers were determined on giving Shaw what 
they called " a skiUoo," a sort of Irish ovation, not unlikely 
to be his last. He was a quiet, well-meaning man, without 
the least ambition of aspbing to martyrdom. Yet, in sooth, 
he was on the very brink of it, and entirely out of kindness ! 
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The friendly eavages, all ia their ahirt-Bleerei, had stopped the 
chaii in which, hat in hand, he stood like a statue, as motion- 
less and as pale as its marble. He was not able even to make 
a bow to his popularity. No wonder ; now there was & 
shout, and such a shout — an Indian war-whoop was music to 
it ; and now there was a shower — an Irishman always throws 
tip his hat when he is happy, hut hats they had not — the 
brick-bats did as well — so up they went in hundreds, and down 
they came with an increased velocity — " Shaw forever !"— 
perpendicular in the midst of them. He was an alderman, 
but no head could have stood it. However, he miraculously 
escaped, and spared his countrymen the practical bull of hav- 
ing made a proto-martyr to popularity, 

Mr.Grattan's political principles were strictly those of Mr. 
Curran, and the only measure which I ever heard htm con- 
demn in his friend's conduct was his support of the odious In- 
surrection Bill in 1807. He certainly loved hira in his heart, 
and to the day of his death their intimacy was undiminished. 
Curran's sketch of any one was almost equivalent to an inti- 
macy. He was an admirable mimic, and I have often heard 
him both act and relate the following anecdote of Mi. Grat- 
tan's simplicity — a characteristic, the frequent, and, indeed, 
the natural ftccompaniment of genius. One day he and Mr. 
Duquery, an eminent barrister, dined with Mr, Curran at the 
Priory. The water at tabic was the theme of panegyric, and 
Duquery said it was the best he ever tasted. The next morn- 
ing Mr. Grattan was missed at the breakfast table ; in a few 
minutes, however, he entered the parlor quite out of breath, 
his hat off, his hair disheveled, and a tumbler of water in his 
hand : " Curran, when Duquery said last night that the water 
here was the best he ever tasted, I did not choose to contra- 
dict him, because the water might have been kept, and I 
might have done it an injustice ; but I have now satisfied 
mysolf ; here it is, taken fresh out of the well with my own 
hand, and it's not to be compared to the water at Tinnehinch '." 
"1 declare," added Cuitbd, "he was so serious, you would 
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hare thouglit that the character of his pump involved that o£ 
hit country." 

One evening he left the theater with a party at the end of 
the first act of a farce, in whioh some peasant (Robin Rough- 
head, 1 beheve) wa^ much to hia delight, persuaded that he 
was ennobled. At supper, Grattan was observed to be quite 
abstracted ; at length he waa heard to say, as if to himself, 
" I hope they will not undeceive that poor fellow. I hope 
they will let liim die a lord, he was so very happy." In con- 
veraation he Is described as being delightful. He was fond of 
etching ofi' a character in a few sentences. Tone, in his di- 
ary, describes hini saying of Hussey Bu^h : "He fell in love 
with dailies on his march ; he stooped to pick them up and 
twist them into a garland, which he flung about him, and so 
entered the field of battle, half a hero and half an opera-dan- 
cer." 

A friend said once to him of Fitzgibbon, " I think he is a 
dangerous man." "Very," said Grattan : " a very dangerous 
man — to run away from." 

Arguing on the character of a Protestant bishop, who was 
said to have strangled a man with his own hands in the He- 
bellion, hie aatagonist said, "Well, you can't deny that he 
was learned andjious." "Oh, very," was the reply, "very 
learned and very pious ; but — he was addicted to blood, and 
prone to intoxication." 

Mr. Grattan was much attached to Curran, and was fond 
of speaking of him after we had lost him : "A loss," said he, 
" that I feel ; it has left a blank." 

Of Mr. Flood, except his part in the controversy which has 
been cited, scarcely any thing remains. There never was a 
man whose memory owes so little to his friends. His speeches 
have been misreported and his papers dispersed. Such neg- 
lect is not merely an unkindneas to the individual, it is an 
oflense against the country. Yet he was a laborious man, 
wrote frequently for the press, and had much anxiety respect- 
ing his posthumous fame. It is well known that, among other 
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things, he translated some books of Homer, and copied, with 
alterations and additions by hinuelf, the two last books of the 
Paradise Lost : it was a faTorite amusement of his to read 
them to his frieuds. Yet even these have been sufiered to 
perish. Fost«rity, tlierefoie, mil find Utile to justify a npn- 
tatioa which was unquestionably his due. Cunan told me 
one evening at the Priory that " Flood was immeasuiably the 
greatest man of hia time ia Ireland," a panegyric indeed from 
one who almost idolized Mr.Grattan. The letters of Junius 
were, singularly enough, ascribed to tbem both. Grattan waa 
much too young to have written them, but he set the question 
at rest by a denial under his hand. Flood, on the contrary, 
seems, from an anecdote related by Mr. Warden Flood, to 
have rather coqueted with the imputation. It seems his 
lady was reported to have been his amanuensis. One day, 
sitting with some friends, the conversation turned upon Juni- 
us, when she said, "It would save a great deal of trouble if 
Junius would avow himself, and I really think he should do 
so." Flood entered at the moment, and had manifestly heard 
the remark. He sat down, regarding the speaker for a few 
minutes with grave attention, and then, turning to his neigh- 
bor, said, "I should like to know your definition of a secret." 
"Why," replied the person addressed, "I should call that a ^ 
secret which is known only to two persona." "No, no," said 
Flood, pointedly, " if it is known to more than one, it ceases to 
be a secret." This was a weakness, for Mr. Henry Grattan, 
has demonstrated by dates and distances that Flood could not 
have been Junius. He cites an answer to Sir William Dra- 
per which could not in those days have reached London irom 
Ireland, where Flood is proved to have been at the time. 
Never was paternity more concluwvely disproved. However, 
the last edition of these celebrated letters goes far to estabhsh 
the supposition that the world is indebted for them to Sir 
Philip Francis. It may not, perhaps, be out of place here to 
relate an anecdote of this singular perscm, which I had from 
Mrs. Eidgway, the wife of the well-known and equally leepect- 
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ed publisher in Piccadilly. FrEincis frequently visited the 
diop, wliete the excellent proprietor permitted a daily assem- 
blage of his old political friends. Francig was well known to 
have been haety, aeneitivo, and irritable to excess. He walked 
in one day, very much excited, and addressed Mrs. Ridgway, 
who happened to be alone: "Fray, madajn, have you seen 
the newspapers much of late T The wretches '. but I don't 
mind them, not I — the wretches 1 Now I have not done one 
single thing which they ascribe to me. Ah ! but what would 
the wretches say if they knew I wrote" — the word was all 
but out. Mrs. Bidgway ventured to add it — "Junius, Sir 
Philip ?" and he rushed, ahuost choked, into the street. This 
is a remarkable occurrence, and there is no doubt of its au- 
thenticity. It is singular that, of a man who so much occu- 
pied the pubhc mind, no genuine memorial has appeared. 
Mr. Bidgway assured me that he was perBonally cognizant of 
the existence of two large manuscript volumes of his life, com- 
piled and written by hiioBelf, and which he highly prized. 
Their non-appearance is mysterious. Surely, even if they 
disclosed the great political and literary secret of our day, af- 
ter such lapse of time, all personal compromise is out of the 
question. The actors themselves have all passed away, and 
it is difficult to suggest how their posterity could sutler by the 
disclosure. A nobleman, who knew Francis well, describes 
him as having been singularly restless, ever ill at ease, always 
on the watch for something offensive ; which having, very 
much to his discomfort, found, he sought solace in the contem- 
plation of a posthumous revenge, which appeased him much. 
On such occafiiona he exclaimed, " I'll hook him — see if I don't 
book him !" a menace which could only have had reference 
to some intended pubhcation. 

In Mr. Graftan's early life he became intimate with Mr. 
Flood at the house of a common friend, in the county of Kil- 
kenny, of which Flood was a native. It is singular to relate 
that almost all we know of this great man's personal life, and 
ranch also of his political, should be derived from the son and 
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kHe biographer of his rivftl. So, however, it is. "Mr. Flood,* 
we learn, was of congiderable use to Mr. Grattan in his early ~ 
days. He assisted in bringing him forward, and eacouraging 
him to enter public life. They wrote, they argued, they de- 
bated together." This ia truly curious, considering the occur- 
rences of their future hves. But the authority is unquestion- 
able. ,Mi. Grattan himself thus writes of him at this period : 
" Flood is the most easy and best-tempered man in the world, 
as well as the naost sensible. He harangued one morning ; 
he was excellent — your humble servant, execrable, overawed, 
and ashamed of himself." He was food of theatricals — then 
very much the fashion in Ireland — and often acted in a pri- 
vate theater in the same plays with Mr. Grattan.f Devoted 
also to the sports of the field, he varied its amusements with 
those of reading, writing, and recitation. A sad misfortune 
befell him in early life — the death by his hand of a Mr. Agar 
in a duel. It arose out of an election contest, and he wa& not 
to blame. His antagonist had been slightly wounded by him 
in a previous duel ; and having thought proper to revive the 
quarrel, the second and fatal one took place. Agar was shot 
through the heart. He seems to have been a very intemper- 
ate man, and even on the ground could not refrain from lan- 
guage the most insulting and unwarrantable. A by-stander 
says of Flood, " Nothing ever was superior to his temper or his 
steady courage. He has nothing to apprehend from prosecu- 
tion or from calumny." Prosecute him, however, they did. 
He was tried for murder at the assizes of Kilkenny, and the 
jury found a verdict of " manslaughter in his own defense" — ■ 
a virtual acquittal. It was about this time that Mi. Grattan 
(who, with Flood, was engaged in political and literary wai> 
fare with the government of Lord Townshend) vnwte his cel- 
ebrated character of Chatham, a production by many attrib- 
uted to Burke. Mr. Henry Grattan gives the following anec- 
dote on the subject, related by him for the first time. When 

* OraUan'a Life and Timet, by his Son. 

t Mr. Grattan played Macduff to Flood's Macbeth. 
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the character of Chatham was read to the friendly coterie by 
its author, " Sir Hercules Langriahe observed that they should 
not let that go. ' But how shall we introduce it V said Flood, 
liangrishe, whose mind was ever playful, arranged it rather 
droUy : ' I'll gettle it thus ; We'll put it in a note, as if from 
Dr. B.ohcrt£on ; he is ^tng to publish a new edition of his 
America — that is Chatham's subject ; so wo shall say we 
have been favored with this character of the champion of the 
colonics.' " They did so, and Robertson's volumes have beea 
oiiea searched, for it— of course, in vain. It is a grand pro- 
duction, of which any one might be proud. Mr. Flood had 
a commanding figure, and in his youth a prepossessing counte- 
nance, bearing, however, in his manhood, traces of infirmity — 
a. decay which, in his irritation, we have seen Mr. Grattan 
condescending to notice. Perhaps he was not aware, at the 
time, of the grievousness of the allusion. Flood felt the d&- 
fect'BO sensitively, that nothing could induce him to sit for his 
portrait. There is, however, a striking Ukeness of him to be 
found in Barrington's book on the Union ; but he never sat 
for it. Sir Jonah assured me the artist took it by stealth, 
through the keyhole of a door, the sitter being in total igno- 
rance of the operation. 

The success ofSingte-Bpeech Hamilton, as be was called, 
though he spoke several times, first called Flopd forward. His 
debut was brilliant ; and Provost Hutchinson, who answetetl, 
highly complimented him. It is amusingly told of Stone the 
primate, a stirring and ambitious man, that, as he proceededi 
Stone talked of him as likely to make a figure ; but finding 
he sat down without flattering himself, declared he looked on 
him as " the dullest gentleman he ever heard." " He waa,"^ 
says a very adequate critic, who watched bis whole career, " a 
consummate member of Parliament. Active, ardent, and 
persevering, his industry was without limits. He was in him- 
's^ an Opposition, and possessed the talent — in poUtical war- 
Sue a most formidable one — of tormenting a minister, and 
• Hiedt'b iift o/ Ciorienum*. 
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erery day adding to hia cliBquietude. In BkirmiBhing, in re- 
turning with rapidity to the charge, though at first shaken and 
nearly discomfited, his quicknesa, his addreaa, his powers of re- 
tort and of insinuation, were never exceeded in FaiUament. 
However, it was from the whole of the campaign that his 
abilities were to be duly appreciated." Mr. Flood's detract- 
ors are prone to dwell on what they please to term his failure 
in the English Parliament. Unquestionably he did not suc- 
ceed at first to an extent worthy of his previous reputation. 
But still, failure is too strong a word. He made an inauspi- 
cious commencement. It was on one of the great debates on 
Mr. Fox's East India Bill, and after Fox himself, Fitt, and 
Sheridan had spoken, that, with no previous preparatitm, he 
rose for the first time. Having been enfeebled by a severe sur- 
gical operation, he had no idea of making more than a few obser- 
vations, hut was induced to proceed by the attention and ex- 
pectation of the House. He manifestly knew but little of the 
Buligeat, became difiuse and abstracted, and the result, undoubt- 
edly, was disappointment. He was severely encountered by 
Courtnay, a sort of omate jester, in a reply fraught with personal 
malignity, induced by a slight he had received some years before 
from Flood in Ireland. It was an unworthy and heartless re- 
prisal, under the circumstances. Flood himself was imprudent 
The country was, at that time, divided into two great parties, 
represented by their two great leaders in the House of Conv 
mons. He chose to set up tor himself as an independent 
XDcmber, the most helplees of all characters, where party is 
every thing, and an individual nothing. There was, besides, 
in the pretension, an assumed superiority and a self-reliance, 
difficult of assent, and provocative of envy. His great coun- 
tryman Burke, giant though he was, knew that House toe 
well to repudiate party support. Flood afierward complained 
^hat he felt himself " unprotected." In truth, there was no 
one interested in defmding him. But, though he could claim 
nothing from gratitude, as a stranger he had a right to fflt 
pect something &9m generosity. He expetieuoed the very 
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TereTBe. Every engine vas employed to depreciate him by 
the envious, who hated his establiehed reputation, and by the 
prejudicAJ, who hated him for hie country. It ie all but in- 
credible, but it is certain, nevertheless, that he was reproach- 
ed with being an Irishman 1 No doubt, men catling them- 
selves patriots have, in a later day, revived this odious spirit, 
and retorted upon Englishmen the epithet of " Saxon ;" but, 
be he who he may, the encourager of these national antipa- 
thies is the enemy of our common country. Where it may 
offend, matters not — such is my opinion. Flood's history in 
the Irish House of Commons proved that he was intractable 
—a man tenacious of his own opinion, and likely, at any mo- 
ment, to fly off from all control. He explained his rule of 
action in a few nights after his conflict with Mr. Grattan. 
" With regard," said he, " to Lord Harcourt's adminiBtration, 
the ol^ection is, that I did too much ; the charge, with respect 
to the other, is, I did too Uttle for it. These two accusations 
running in contrary directions, like a double poison, each may 
cure the operation of the other. But the fact is this, I acted* 
not upon visions and imaginations, but on sound common 
sense, the best gift of Grod to man, which then told me, and 
still whispers, that some administrations deserve a more act- 
ive support than othens. I did not run headlong against gov- 
ernment at one time and with it at another, but adapted my 
conduct, as I ought to do, to what I saw and felt, I felt 
myself a man of too much consequence to be a mere place- 
man. If not a minister to serve my country, I would not be 
the tool of salary. What was the consequence ? I voted 
with them in matters of importance when they were clearly 
light — I voted against them in matters of importance when 
they were clearly wrong ; and in matters of small moment I 
did not vote at all — and why ? I soomed, by voting for them 
in such matters, to seem to pay coitrt. What remained t 
Not to vote at aU. If you call that absconding, going behind 
the chair, or escaping into the corridor, call it what you pteasa 
—I say I was light : that was my plain way of dealing — thu 
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Iras eommon Be&se," Such waa hU own account of the prin- 
ciples which regulated him ; and assuredly it was natural 
enough that even his powerful but uncertain aid shtftild have 
been postponed for the less doubtful service of inferior parti- 
sanship. The above extract is taken from a very able and , 
elaborate viodicatioQ of his public life, pronounced fay him a. 
few nights after the coUision already related. Mr. Giattan 
rose to reply, but the House unanimously interfered, and the 
dispute was put to rest forever. He once thus ludicrously af- 
frighted the luckless ichipper-in of the Irish House, as he 
crossed him during his speech : " What is that I see ! Shall 
the temple of Freedom be still haunted by the foul fiend of 
bribery and corruption ? I see personified before me an in- 
carnation of that evil principle which lives by the destruction 
of public virtue !" Flood remained for gome years in the 
English Parliament, and had nearly recovered his ground. 
He spoke on the French treaty, and on Parliamentary reform 
particularly, with such success, that Mr. Pitt declared he 
would have voted for his plan had it not been for the excited 
temper of the times. On this last occasion he was answered 
by Mr. Grenville, his reply to whom was considered worthy 
of his best days, and obtained the enlogium of Mr. Burke. 
If Flood's testimony be admitted, he has left a miserable pic- 
ture of political faithleBsnees in Ireland during his public life. 
" I have," says he, " been betrayed oftener, when taking an 
active part in the House of Commons of Ireland, than I think 
it necesearry to state. Except some particular persons — men, 
indeed, of the most scrupulous and delicate honor— every one 
to whom I intrusted a parliamentary motion, or a plan of con- 
duct during the session, almost uniformly betrayed tne .'" 
There seems no reason to doubt it, knowing what we do. 
They could not have become the proficients in treachery which 
they proved themselves in 1800, without having served a 
Tery industrious apprenticeship. Mr. Flood died in 1791. 

la 1763 Mr. Curran entered Parliament, and joined the 
oppositioii, in whose lanks he remained during the adouius- 
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tration of the young and hait-bramed Duke of Rutland. So 
unpopular woe this nobleman in Ireland, that on his first 
preeentalion at the theater he was publicly hooted by the 
^pnlace. Hie yic«-rayalty was the scene of much stormy 
contention, and was of much political importance in the 
House of Commons, but lie was himself wholly devoted to his 
private pleasures. It was said he was sent to drink the Irish 
into good humor, and his court was the residence of riot and 
dissipation. The toate of the dul<e himself wat by no means 
the most refined, nor was his demeanor the most dignified in 
the world. A celebrated courtesan of the name of Peg Plun- 
ket occupied his attention much more than the Privy Council, 
and sometimes unconsciously shared even the honors of roy- 
alty. It is a notorious fact, that one evening, losing all rec- 
ollection in her society, he forgot that he had been accompa- 
nied by a guard of honor, and morning dawned upon a troop 
of dragoons parading before her lodgings in attendance upon 
his excellency ! I have heard Curran relate two anecdotes 
of this woman, which he said were in universal circulation at 
the time. The duke had gone in state to the theater. The 
whole vice-regal mite was assembled, chamberlain, pages, 
aides-de-camp. Sec, &o. The favorite, as usual, graced the 
lattices. A fellow in the gallery recognized her, and, wish- 
ing to mortify the dnke, who was very unpopular, bellowed 
out most unceremoniously, " Peg, Peg, who was your com- 
panion yesterday evening ?" *' Mamners, fellow! Man- 
ners," retorted Peg, afiecting to rebuke him. It is unneces- 
sary to add that Manners is the name of the Rutland family. 
At another time a lady of rank, ignorant of the person to 
whom she had been referred, went to inquire the charactet 
of a dismissed servant. In a short time, however, she discov- 
ered her mistake, and was very naturally greatly disconcerted. 
" Oh," said Peg, immediately, with the most perfect sang 
frcad, " I beg your ladyship may not be in the least alarmed'; 
I shall let you away through the back door, which I had 
■wadojor the accomrnodation of the bishops."- 
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His order of knighthood waa comprehensiYO : the difficulty 
was how to evade its impositioti. In. one of his rural prog- 
resses, he wan weather-hound with his suite at a miserable 
country inn, kept by one CrippB. The evening had been 
passed as usual, but not as usual did daylight dawn on CrippB : 
it revealed a knight, a veritable knight as, ever the soberest 
of viceroys could have created ! What was to be done i 
Cripps was called in. Two hundred a year in the cnstoms 
was to be a substitaiion for the surrendered dignity. He 
took time to coosider. The dehberation was soon over. 
There was a power behind the throne greater than the throne 
itself. To the duke's horror, the poor man announced that, 
though be waa willing, Lady Cripps would not hear of it! 
And so she lived and died Lady Cripps, the wonder and envy 
of her village. The duke (Red, according to the account of 
Mr. Hardy, Lord Charlemont'fl biographer, of a fever pro- 
duced by excessive dissipation, at the age of thirty-three ! 

As this was the most active part of Mr. Curran's parlia- 
mentary life, I have selected, as a specimen of his eloquence 
in the senate, the following speech, dehvered on moving an ad- 
dress, and which has not appeared in the published collection ; 

" The present is th« most awful and important crisis that Ire- 
land ever saw, considering the actual state of the nation, of 
the empire, and of the war in which we are engaged. As to 
the original motives of the war, it is not the time to inquire 
into them ; they are lost in the events : if they had been oa 
pure as they have been represented, how much is it to be r^ 
gretted that the issue has proved only that it is not in mortala 
to command success ! The armies of Europe have poured 
into the iield, and surrounded the devoted region of France on 
every side ; but, far from achieving their purpose, they have 
only formed an iron hoop about her, which, instead of quelling 
the fury of her dissensions, has compressed their spring into an 
irresistible enei^y, and forced them into coaction. During its 
progress we saw the miserable objects for whom it was under- 
t&kea consunied in nameless thousands; in the diSerent quar- 
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ters of Europe, by want, and mUery, and despair ; or expiring 
on the scaffold, or perishing in the field. We have seen the 
honest body of the British manufacturer tumbled into the com- 
mon grave with the venal carcass of the PruHsian hireling ; 
■we have seen the generous Briton submit to the alliance of 
servitude and venality, and submit to it in vain. The sad 
vicissitudes of each successive campaign have been marked by 
the defeat of our armies, and triumplis of our enemies, and the 
perfidy of our allies. What was the situation of the contend- 
ing parties at the beginning ef the contest ? England, with 
Spain, with Austria, with Prussia, with Holland, with Ireland 
on her side ; while France had to count the revolt of Toulon, 
the insurrection of La VeDd6e, the rebellion of Lyons, and her 
whole eastern territory in the hands of her enemies. How 
direful the present reverse ! En^and exhausted, Holland sur- 
rendered, Austria wavering, Prussia fled, and Spain fainting 
in the contest ; while France, triumphant and successful, 
waves a military and triumphant scepter over an extent of 
territory that stretches from the ocean and the Rhine to the 
Pyrenees and the ocean. I will not dwell upon this misera- 
ble picture ; I will only observe that, during this long succes- 
sion of disaster and defeat, Ireland alone, of all the allies Great 
Britain has, neither trafficked, nor deceived, nor deserted. The 
present distresses of her people attest her liberality of her treas- 
ure, while the bones of her enemies and of her children, bleach- 
ing upon all the plains of Europe, attest the briUiancy of bei 
courage and the steadfastness of her faith. 

" In this state was the war at the commenpement of this 
session. Shortly before that period, it had been thought pru- 
dent by his majesty's ministers in Great Britain to remove the 
chiefgovemor of this kingdom, and to appoint a successor. Of 
that successor it would be presumptuous in me to be a pane- 
gyrist ; of his predecessor, it would be neither consistent with 
the decorum of the House, nor with my own feelings, to speak 
with any personal reproach ; to the acts of both it is impossi- 
ble not to advert. That the commencement of this sessioQ 
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WM a most a^f fut period was sUted from the throne, and ad- 
mitted by the addreases i^ both houses of Parliament : the 
causes that made it awfol were clearly understood by the new 
viceroy — the disasteis of the war, and the discontents of the 
Irish nation. Of those discontents, this House can not poea- 
blybe ignorant, because they can not be ignorant of the cause 
— namely, the abuses in our gdverument. Upon this subject 
yon must see that you have much to redress, and have not % 
little to atone : your situation is most critical. Your conduct, 
then, if it can be looked at distinctly from your conduct after- 
ward, I would consider as highly dignified. Lord Fitzwilliam 
found it necessary to demand a supply to an unexampled 
amount ; the House felt the necessity, and complied with the 
demand ; but they were the trustees of the nation, and must 
have felt that so extraordinary an exertion of supply ought to 
be accompanied by a most extensive measure of redress. They 
could not, as honest men, give the money of ^e people, and 
give a sanction to the continnance of their grievances : they 
might bestow their own money, if they would, without equiv- 
alent ; but to act so with the money and the blood of the na- 
tion would not have been generosity, but the most abominable 
didionesty and frand: they could give it only upon the ternw 
of redress, and upon those terms only was it demanded by XiOrd 
Fitzwilliam, or given by that House. It was inconsistent with 
the purity of his mind, it was inconsistent with the character 
which they ought to preserve in the nation, to put this com- 
mand into express terms ; he could not have said nJ them ex- 
pressly,' I will cure those corruptions which have depressed 
and impoverished your people — which have enriched the most 
unworthy, and have been connived at by a majority of your- 
selves. He could not thus hold them out as criminals and 
penitents to the nation ; it was a compact, therefore, expressed 
rather by acts than by words. The viceroy set actually abont 
the reform, and the House attested their most zealous grati- 
tude and concuirenca. Thus did I consider this House as 
warranted to say to their constituents, "We have Bent tha 
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flower of your population to the standard of the empire ; v» 
have BCEt Ihe protector from his habitation, the mechanic from 
hia trade, and the laborer from his iield ; we have found you 
weak, and we have made you weaker ; we have found yoa 
poor, and we have made you poorer ; we have laid a load of 
taxes upon you, of which for years you must feel the depre»: 
eiou ; we have laid those taxes so as almost to preclude the 
attainment of those comforts and decencies of life, without 
which you can scarcely exist : but we have not sold you, we 
have not betrayed you ; what we have given has been the 
pledge of your loyalty and the price of your redemption : by 
that pledge you have united yourselves to your king, and your 
posterity with his, forever ; for that price, the grievances and 
the abuses that depressed you shall be corrected and redressed. 
This did I consider to he the meaning of this transaction, as 
fully as if it had been expressed in the strongest terms of con- 
tract or stipulation. 

" It remains to state what these abuses and these grievances 
were. They began with the sale of the honor of the peerage 
— the open and avowed sale, for money, of the peerage, to any 
man who was rich and shameless enough to be the purchaser. 
"Upon this subject I can not dwell with too much severity and 
indignation ; it depraved the Commons, it profaned the sano- 
tity of the lords, it poisoned the sources of legislature and the 
fountains of justice, it annihilated the very idea of public honor 
and public integrity ; yet this was done by the government of 
Lord Westmoreland. I have myself, in this House, stated 
the charge ; I have offered to bring evidence to the bar to 
prove it ; I have offered to prosecute the crime at the risk of 
that punishment which the law denounces against the false 
accuser ; but that government shrank from the inquiry — the 
charge was suffocated in the previous question. The truth 
of the charge was, however, confessed by that very flight from 
trial. It was like the flight of any ordinary felon in the ad- 
inission of the guilt. It differed from it in this — it wa« fol- 
^wed hy 90 forfeiture. , 
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•- " I go Deit to the Bending of the troops ftom the country, 
contrary to law and to compact. That compact, and the pro- 
vision in the Money Bill, declared that twelve thousand men 
should be at all times kept up in Ireland for the defense 
thereof, except in case of actual rehellion in, or invasion of, 
Great Britain ; yet this law was broken by Lord Westmore- 
land's administration ; it was broken In the moment of 'war, 
with the enemy at the gate, when the breach of the law might 
have been the loss of the island. If such a charge of assum- 
.ing a dispensing power were to be mentioned in the British 
Parliament, that assembly would turn pale at the bare state- 
ment of an assumption of power by which the last of the 
Stuarts had lost, and meritedly lost, his thriHie ; bnt I have 
hved to hear the charge made upon an Irish viceroy, either 
not attempted to be denied by-~fais adherents, or admitted by 
their justification of the fact, yet eluded by the subterfuge of 
the motion for adjournment. Of such subterfuges I can not 
BuiEciently express my abhorrence. It is a desertion of the 
duty which, as the grand inquest of the nation, we owe to the 
public, thus to smother accusation, and collude with the ac' 
cused. It can not save his character, and can only produce a 
shameful impunity, with the loss of all estimation with our- 
selves and with our constituents : it invites offense by discoui^ 
aging accusation. This effect, however, it shall never have 
with me. I have often before been baffled by this dexterity of 
evasion, and I can not be without apprehension that, even this 
night, the most disinterested effort of public duty may be hag- 
ridden under the weight of a previous question ; but I will 
persevere, far I know it is to efforts of this sort, made, no doubt, 
■with very superior taleot, but attended with no better success, 
that Ireland is indebted for the little progress she has mads 
against the torrent of her oppressions. What excuse can be 
made for the expenditure of a hundred and fifty thousand 
pounds of the public money, without any sanction whatsoever 
of law, but advanced to the colonels of new-raised levies, with- 
out security or accgunt ? I ap|ieal to your own aceounta finr 
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the trutlt of tite iact ; I appeal also to the law touching tb« 
ifisulng of the pubU<; money, to prove its criminality. A gnnt 
of almost every office, at his departiiie from the goveinment, 
vae shamelessly made to his own friends and adherents. I 
and my friends have, session after session, complained of the 
pernicious excess of influence, and we were opposed as the in- 
vaders of a just and necessary patronage. If Lord Westmore- 
land thought that patronage necessary, upon what ground could 
he justify the shamelessplunderof it, to the injury of his sove- 
reign, and to the prejudice of his suecefiaor ? Upon what pre- 
tense could he be considered, in his own country, as the friend 
of the necessary power of his sovereign, when he must be con* 
scioua that he had labored to reduce the influence of that sove- 
reign to a state of the most contemptible imbecility 1 It is & 
notorious fact, that he has not left a single office of value in 
Ireland, of which a reversion could he granted, that he has not 
put out of the power of the crown for a number of years to 
come. And now, I call upon this House, I call upon his friends 
within it (if any friends he has within it), to vindicate him if 
they can — to deny the fact if they can — ^to justify it if they 
can — and to reheve him from the distressing situation in which 
he must feel himself, if a fact of this kind shall he admitted 
ftnd confirmed, while it is screened by the interposition of a 
previous question. Iiet me warn you how yon exhibit this 
anxiety for the prorogation, like the zeal of honest servants, 
who stand at the windows with their muskets to oppose the 
executions of creditors, that, when they have beaten ofi' the 
sherifi) they may steal the furniture themBelveB. 

" I now pass to the subject of the Koman Catholics. I 
can not sufficiently recognise their merits, their sufferings, and 
their claims. I willingly profess myself the apologist of this 
House &r the great conoessions which it made in 1793, and 
ioi that perfect emancipation to which, in the beginning of 
the session, it assented with a unanimity interrupted only by 
the dissent of two honorable members, whose diversity of opin- 
ion I can not but reqwct and ngcet, but which I oui not 
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adopt. I need not enforce the injuBtice, the absurdity, and 
the danger of denying that emancipation : the qnegtJon, each 
as it was, is not left for the disouBsion of the present session ; 
it has been decided in 1 793. By giving the elective franchise, 
the principle of their full claim was admittetl ; the man who 
is constitutionally £t to be a constituent, must be equally so 
to be a representative. The concessions of 1793 have author- 
ized their pretensions, and put their claims into a progrew 
which it would be just as easy to stop as it would be the rev- 
olution of the heavens r>i the earth ; that measure for which 
the great mass of the people feel themselves ripe, and demand 
as the greal bond of their union and anchor of their safety, 
however it may, by sinister interference, be impeded or delay- 
ed, can not be finally withheld or refuged ; we are pledged to 
it by our duty to the pubUc, we are now doubly pledged to it 
for the vindication of our character. The defeating of our so 
laudable intentions upon this subject was stated ae the Feason 
of the recall of Lord Fitzwilliam. Only see the point of vie? 
in which the Commons of Ireland were put by this extraor 
dinary measure. In plain EngUsh, Mr. Fitt might as weU 
have said, the Iioids of Ireland have no will of their own, the 
Commona of Ireland have no will of their own, they are the 
representatives only of their wants and of their venality. If 
Lord FitzwilUam remains in Ireland, the Cathohos will be 
emancipated ; if we send another in hia place, that tame and 
sequacious Parliament will move hke puppets by his wires, 
and the nation will stiU continue divided and depressed, to l^ 
great advantage of English patronage, to the great credit of 
English justice. Upon this subject I assert that the Houso, 
in emancipating the Catholics, would have only ratified the 
engagement of their previous concessions ; I assert that Lord 
Fitzwilliam has acted wisely by concurring in the performance 
of that engagement ; and it only now remains with the House 
to vindicate its honor and its character by expressing a beconv 
ing resentment at the interference which has frustrated that 
paifbtmaoce ; fbi where, if suoli inteifereace Ib eiiii^u:ed,whea 
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shall the Legislature of Ireland be found 'i Not in the Com- 
mona, not in the Lords, not in the king, but it will be found 
one and indirieible in the Bacied person of an Irish minister. 

"There remainB to be mentioned one grievance more, of 
which we expected the redress, and which redresa might have 
justified our extraordinary grants — the unjust and impolitic 
restraints upon our commerce. Witjiout our own concur- 
rence, those restraints can not exist an hour ; and how, at 
this moment, could we justify such a concurrence to the peo- 
ple ? We are the trustees of that people ; we are the trustees 
of their properties and of their rights; we have only the power 
of trustees ; we have the power to manage, the duty to defend, 
but we have neither the power to abuse, to bestow, nor to but- 
tender. Every wise man in this country is now convinced 
that, with respect to commerce, the old adage. Honesty is the 
best policy, is peculiarly true, and that the wealth of one coun- 
try can never be effectually secured by the poverty of another. 
The first inventions of commerce, like those of all other arts, 
are cunning and short-Bighted, and the perfection of the ma- 
chLuB is too generally supposed to consist in the complexity of 
its wheels : it is only in the course of progressive improve- 
ment that they are unfolded with simplicity and comprehen- 
aion. The abolition, therefore, of these restraints is what we 
owe to policy, but we owe it also, in common honesty, to oui 
constituents. We have loaded their poverty with taxes ; we 
have sent away those whose labor might produce for them the 
necessaries of life, of which we have thereby doubly dimin- 
ished the production and increased the price : with what face 
shall we approach them if we say that wo have done all this 
without attaining the redress of a single grievance ? With 
what face, if we abandon them in FaiUament, eball we turn 
them over to the tax-gatherer for consolation ? 

"I know this is no time when the passions of the publio 
ought to be inflamed, nor do I moan to inflame them. {Hiere 
a murmur was heard from the opposite side of the Himse'.) 
Yw, I speak not to inflame, but I address you in order to at 
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lay the fever of the pulilic miQd. If I had power to warn 
you, 1 would exert that power iu order to diminish the pub- 
lic ferment — in order to show the people that they have more 
BAcurity in your warmth than they can have in their own 
heat ; tha.t the ardor of your honest zeal may he a salutary 
venlilator to the ferment of your country, in order that you 
roay take the people oat of their own hands, and bring them 
within your guidance. Trust me, at this momentous crisis, 
a firm and tempered sensibility of injury will he equally hon- 
orable to yourselves, and beneftcial to the nation ; trast me, 
if, at a time when every little stream is swollen into a tor- 
rent, we alone shall be found to exhibit a smooth, and listless, 
and frozen surface, the folly of the people may be tempted lo 
walk across oa ; and whether they should suppose that they 
were only walking upon ice, or treading upon corruption, the 
rashness of the experiment may be fatal to us all. I do, 
therefore, think it is a time ibt you to speak out. You grant- 
ed the property of our constituents — you granted their persona 
to Great Britain ; you did so in a war most unpopular in Ire- 
land, in the disaster of which she might lose every thing — in 
the best event of which she eould gain nothing ; you embarked 
yourselves and your country in her cause, and your loyalty and 
attachment grew with her distresses, and seemed to rise upon 
her defeats ; you did so upon the laith that the grievances 
nnder which she labored, and the abuses of which she com- 
plained, wonld, under the administration of a viceroy in whose 
virtues and character you could not but confide, have been le- 
dressed ; your honest confidence has been defrauded, and your 
honest zeal insulted with a blow ; your grants have been ac- 
cepted — I think dishonestly accepted. 

"The viceroy, in whom your addresses attested your so just 
and unlimited a confidence, while he was employed in the cor- 
rection of those abuses, was recalled in a manner the most ig< 
nominiouB, not to him (for the bold, and simple, and manly in< 
tegrity of a conduct, directed by a mixed regard to prudence, 
to loyalty, and t« justice, placed him far above the aspersioa 



^:,.,CoOg[c 



129 ClfBBAN AND HIS CONTEUFOSARIB0. 

of low intiigue or interested cabal), but in I, manner hkmI ig^ 
RomiaiouB lo you : it is a reproach which he may repel by si- 
lent and oontemptUDus disdain, but it is an igmmuay which 
you will adopt by Bilence, and which you can only repel by 
speaking out. The measures for which your constituents pud 
iha most invaluable purchase, have been most impudently in- 
tercepted in their progrees ; you owe it, therefore, to Iiord 
FiCzwilliam — you owe it to yourselves — you owe it to your 
country — you owe it to the British nation, to spealt out. Al> 
ready has too much been sacrificed to your submission to min* 
ieteiB ; let me advise yon now to make some atonement by 
consulting the interests of your king and your country. Do 
not meanly flatter those ministers with an idea that theii in- 
■oleiioo does not, and must not, damp the zeal and alienat* 
the afiections of a loyal, a proud, a brave, and an injured peo- 
ple ; do not dishonestly lead that beloved and justly beloved 
sovereign into the fatal delusion of supposing that Ireland 
either does or can glow with the same aflection, or beat with 
the same ardor, if these indignities shall continue to be wan- 
tonly inflicted upon her ; do not be guilty of keeping Great 
Britain in ignorance of the exact disposition of the last ally 
whose fiddity has survived this eventful war ; state to her 
honestly the sentiment of youi country, a sentiment wUch yoa 
can attest, but which you can not control — that Ireland, even 
in the hour of British adversity, remembers and jJights uiew 
her solemn covenant of '. standing and falling with the British 
nation,' but that she remembers too it is a covenant of ' equal 
fate' upon the terma of ' equal liberty ;' that it is a covenant 
which Ireland is to cement with her blood, but which Great 
Britain must ratily with her jualioe." 

The following passages from his speech upon pulsions I 
have also extracted, which the reader will And well worthy 
his perusal. They are admirable specimena of grave and sai- 
castic humor. 

" This polyglot of wealth, this museum of curiosities, tbs 
penuou list, embraces every link in Iha human ohain, everjr 
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deaeriptioii of meu, vomen, and ebildren, fmm the exalted 
flicellence of a Hawks or a Rodney, to the debased HituatioB 
of the ]ady who humbleth herself that ehe may be exalted. 
But the Imsods it inculcates form its gie&t«Bt perfection : it 
teaches that sloth and vice may eat that bread which virtue 
and honesty may starve for, after they had earned it : it teaches 
the idle and dissolute to look up for that support which they 
aw too proud to earn ; it directs the minds of men to an en- 
tire reliance on the ruling powers of the state, who feed the 
ravens of the toyal aviary that continually cry for bread : it 
teaches them to Imitate those saints on the pension list that 
are like the hlies of the £eld — they toil not, neither do they 
spin, and yet are arrayed like Solomon in all his glory ; in. 
fine, it teaches a lesson, which indeed they might have learned 
from Epictetus, that it is sometimes good not to he over-virtu- 
oue; it shows that, in proportion as our distresses increase, 
the munificence of the crown increases also — in proportion aa 
our clothes are rent, the royal mantle is extended over us. 
But, notwithstanding, the pension list, hke charity, covers a 
• multitude of sins. Give me leave to say (it is coming homs 
to the members of this House) — give me leave to say, that 
the crown, in extending its chanty, its hberality, its profusion, 
is laying a foundation for the independence of Farliament ; for 
hereafter, instead of orators or patriots accounting for theit 
conduct to such mean and unworthy persons as freeholders, 
they wUl learn to despise them, and look to the first man in 
the state ; and they will, by so doing, have this security for 
their independence, that while any man ip. the kingdom has a 
shilling, they will not want one. Suppose, at any future pe- 
riod of time, the boroughs of Ireland should decline from their 
present Honrishing and prosperooa state ; suppose they should 
fall into the hands of men who would wish to drive a profit 
able nnnmerce by having members of Farliament to hire oc 
let: m such a case a secretary would find great difficulty if 
tba' proprietors of members should enter into a combination 
to form a monopoly : to prevent which in time, the wiwit 
F2 
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vny is to purchase up the raw material, young memberB of 
Patliament, juBt rough from the graea, and when they are ■ 
little bitted, and he has got a pretty stud, perhaps of seTenty. 
he may laugh at the slave merchant. Some of them he may 
teach to sound through the noee like a barrel organ ; some, 
in the course of a few months, might be taught to cry, ' Hear, 
hear ;' some, ' Chair, chair,' upon occasion, though those latter 
might create a little confttsion if they were to forget whether 
they were calling inside or outddo those dooiB. Again, he 
might have same so trained that he need only pull a string, 
and up gets a repeating member ; and if they were so dull 
that they could neither speak nor make orations — for they ate 
different things — he might have them taught to dance — ^jedi- 
bus ire in sententiam. This improvement might be extended 
— he might have them dressed in coals and shirts all of one 
color, and of a Sunday he might march them to church two 
and two, to the great edification of the people, and the honor 
of the Christian religion ; afterward, like the ancient Spar- 
tans, or the fraternity at Kitmainham, they might dine to- 
gether in a great hall I Good heaven 1 what a sight ! to see 
them feeding together in public, upon the public vianda, and 
talking of public Hubjects for the benefit of the public. It is 
a pity they are not immortal, but I hope they will flourish as 
a corporation, and that pensioners will beget pensioners to the 
end of the chapter." 

There are in these two speeches passages very character- 
istic of his mind, bat by no means producing the same im- 
pression conveyed by a perusal of his foreuEio exertions, tt 
is indeed a universal remark, that in the senate, as an orator, 
he fdl infinitely beneath his estimation in the forum. This 
ojdnion has been by some attempted to be generalized, and 
a critical interdict passed upon the capability of barristers 
in the houses of Parliament, It is said there is a something 
in the profession of the law which dims the intellect, and 
makes the mental eye, as it were, too microscopic for the con- 
templation of enlarged and general subjects. Oq this a^iv 
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ihent a barrister must be supposed too much interested to 
deliver a competent opinion : but certaiiily it strikes me that 
esperience has b; no means justified the supposition. At this 
very day, Sii Samuel E'omilly in England, and Mt. Plutiket 
ia Ireland, are two splendid and prominent exceptiims. To 
these may now be added three more, of whose friendship I am 
proud — Mr. Braugbam, Sir Wilham Foliett, and Mr. Shiel. 
I was intimate enough with Mr. Curran to allude to the sub- 
ject, and took the liberty of asking whether be thought tbe 
Irish parliamentary reporters had done him justice. The 
answer which he gare me was, " Whether the parliamentary 
reporters have done justice to my eSbrts in the House of Com- 
mons it is not for me to say, but that the public have not, I 
am certain. You must ooneider that I was a person attached 
to a great and powerful party, whose leaders were men of im- 
portance in the state, totally devoted to those political pur- 
suits from whence my mind was necessarily distracted by 
studies of a difierent description. They allotted me my sta- 
tion in debate, which being generally in the rear, wae seldom 
brought into action till toward the close of the engagement. 
After having; toiled through tbe Four Courts for the entire 
day, I brought to the House of CoRimons a. person enieebled 
and a mind exhausted. I was compelled to speak late in tbe 
night, and bad to rise early for the judges in the moming: 
tbe consequence was, my etTorts were but crude ; and where 
others had the whole day for tbe correction of their speeohei, 
I was left at the mercy of inability or inattention." Suoh 
was tbe excuse which he himself gave for the comparative in- 
feriority of those productions ; and to an impartial mind it is 
quite satisfactory. In the House of Commons, however, tiie 
keenness of bis sarcasm and the ridicule of his wit naturally 
produced him many enemies. Among these, by far tbe most, 
powerful, the most inveterate, and the most persevering, was 
John Fit^bbon, afterward Earl of Clare and Lord High 
Chancellor of Ireland. It ia scarcely possible to conceive any 
feeling raoie violent thaa the animoaity which this penonags 
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oDtertkieed tovaid Mf. Curran, an animoeity wLicli fint a*- 
uil«d hii cdiBntcter, then hii penon, and finally, in liu own 
•onit but too Bucoessfully, bin profesauiaal practice. He waji 
ietd long before I could form any penoual opinion of him, 
and therefore I am justified in gtratifyiiig the leader by agaia 
leaortiDET te Sir Jonah Baniogtou's KUpeiioi talents for hia 
dtaiacter : 

" John Fit^bbon, the lecond eon of his father, was called 
to the bar in 1772. Naturally dissipated, he for some time 
attended but little to the duties of his profession ; but on, tba 
death of hia elder brother and his father, he found himaelf in 
poBusmon of all those advantages which led him rapidly for- 
vard to the extremity of hie objects. Considerable fortune, 
profeasional t&lente, exteneive connectione, and undismayed 
eonfidenee, elevated him to those etationa on which he after- 
ward appeared eo conspicuoualy seated ; while the historio 
eye, as it follows his career, peroeivee him lightly bounding' 
over every obstacle which checked his course, to that goal 
where all the trophies and thwus of power were collected fo> 
his reception. 

" From his adYancement Ireland CMnputed a new epoeho, 
Xke y»naA of his life comprised a swies of ttansaotions, in tha 
Bnjpertance of which tha reeoUectiott of former events was 
meiged and extinguished. To the character of Lord Cl&ro 
may be traced the ocoult Honrce of heretofore inexplicable 
meaaiBeB ; in his influence will be found the secret spring 
vhieh eo oflen rendered the machine of Irish government 
rapid and irregular ; and, as we paes along' through those in- 
IciaEting eoenes whiah distinguished Ireland for twenty yeurs, 
we often aatidpats his counsels, and as often mourn the re- 
mit of our antioipatioo. 

" In the Earl of Clare we find a man ecaowtly gifted with 
talenls adapted eitbei for a Uessing or a eiHse le the nation 
he mhabited ; but, early enveloped in high and dazzUng au- 
tiionly, be lost hia way ; and, coHEidering his power as a vie- 
tay, Im ruled hia oountxy u a oonqueit. Waim but iodwr 
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enminate in Iiis frieodahips, eqnally indiaciimiiiste uid imf 
placable in his animcwities, he carried to the gntTe the paa> 
sions of hie childhood, aad has bequeathed to the public a. 
record* which determines that trait of bii Taiied character 
beyond the power of refutation. 

" He hated powerful tal^tts because he feared them, and 
trampled on modest merit because it was incapable of resist- 
ance. Authoritative and peremptory in his addrew, com* 
manding, able, and arrogant in bis language, a daring con- 
tempt for public opinion seemed to be the fatal piinciple: 
which misguided his conduct ; and Ireland became divided 
between the friends of his patronage, the Blares of his power, 
and the enemies to his tyranny. 

" His character had no medium, his mtuiners no mediocri- 
ty : the example of his extremes was adopted by his intimates, 
and excited in those who Itnew him feelings either of warm 
attachment or of riveted aversion. 

" While he held the seals in Ireland, he united a Tigorotu 
capacity with the most striking errors. As a jndge, he col- 
lected facts with a rapid preciBioQ, and decided on them with - 
ft prompt a^rity. Depending too much on the strength of 
his own judgment and the acuteness of his own intellect, ha 
hated precedent, and despised the highest judicial authoritiei, 
because they were not his own. 

" Professing great control over others, he assumed but littla 
over himself; he gave too loose a rein to his ioipressioiLS, con> 
sequently the neutrality of the judge occasionally yielded ta 
the irritation of the moment ; and equity at times became the 
victim of dispatch, or a sacrifice to pertinacity. 

" The calm dignity of a high and elevated mind, deriving 
weight from its own purity, and consequence from its own exi 
smple, did not seem the chara«teristic of the tribunal where 
he presided ; and deoornm was preserved, less by a respect &t 

" His lordship'a last will, now a record in iha Prorogativo Office o^ 
Dablin, a inoit extraordinary composition of haired and afibctiDn, p» 
tj and malice, An. 



^:,.,Googlc 



]34 C0BRAK AND HIS C0NTEHP0RARIE9. 

his |tenon than a dread of his observation ; for he disliked pre- 
Bumption in every person but himself, and diecountenaiiced it 
in every body but those whom he patronized. 

" He investigated fraud with assiduity, and punished it with 
rigor ; yet it was obvious that, in doing so, ha enjoyed the 
double satisfaction of detecting delinquency, and of gratifying 
the misanthropy of an habitual invective ; for never did hd 
poise the scale without also exercising the sword of justice. 

" Yet in many instances he was an able, and in many a 
most useful judge ; and though, his taleats were generally over- 
rated, and many of hia decisions condemned, it may be truly 
said that, with all his failings, if he had not been a vicious 
statesman, he might have been a virtuous chancellor. 

" Though his conversation was sometimes licentious and 
immoral, and always devoid of refined wit and of genuine hu- 
mor, yet in domestic life he had many meritorious and some 
amiable qualities — an indefatigable and active friend, a kind 
and affectionate master, an indulgent landlord, liberal, hospit- 
able, and munllicent. He possessed the seed of qualities very 
superior to those which he cultivated ; and in some instances 
evinced himself susceptible of those finer sensations which, if 
their growth had been permitted in his vjgoroas and fertile 
mind, might have placed him on the very summit of private 
character. But, unfortunately, his temper, his ambition, and 
his power seemed to unite in one common cause to impede 
and stunt the growth of almost every principle which would 
have become a virtne. 

"As a politician and a statesman, the character of Lord 
Clare is too well known, and its efiects are too generally ex- 
perienced, to be mistaken or misrepresented. The era of his 
leign was the downfall of his country ; his councils accelerated 
what his policy might have suppressed, and have marked the 
Bnnals of Ireland with stains and misenes unequaled and in- 
delible. 

. " In council Lord Clare, rapid, peremptory, and overbearing, 
regarded promptness of execuUon rather than discretion of ai- 
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nngeraent, and piqued himself more on eipertneBs of thought 
than sobriety of judgment. Through all the calamities of 
Ireland, the mild voice of couciliation never escaped his lips ; 
and when the torrent of civil war had subsided in his coun- 
try, be held out no olive to show that the deluge had receded. 

" Acting apoa a conviction that his power was but coexiet* 
ent with the order of public establishments, and the tenure of 
his office limited to the continuance of administration, he sup- 
ported both with less prudence and more desperation than 
sound pcdicy or an enlightened mind should permit or dictate. 
His extravagant doctrines of religious intolerance created the 
most mischievous pretests for his intemperance in upholding 
them ; and under color of defending the principles of one lev- 
olutiou, he had nearly plunged the nation into all the miseries 
of another. 

" His political conduct has been accounted uniform, but in 
detail it will be found to have been- niiserably inconsistent. 
In 1781 he took up arms to obtain a declaration of Irish ii^ 
dependence ; in 1300 he recommended the introduction of a 
military force to assist in its extinguishment ; he proclaimed 
Ireland a free nation in 1783, and argued that it should be it 
province in 1799 ; in 1782 be called the acts of the British 
Legislature toward Ireland ' a daring ■usurpation on the 
rights af a free people,'* and in 1800 he transferred Ireland 
to the usurper. On all occaaiona his ambition as despotically 
governed his politics as his reason invariably sank before his 
prejudice." , 

Such, accoidiog to this able writer, Is an accurate descrip- 
tion of Lord Clare — a description from the pen of one who 
knew him weU, and considered, at all events, to be an impar- 
tial one. During the administration of the Duke of Rutland, 
a requisition had been addressed to a. Mr. Reilly, one of the 

* In his Ifirdahip'B answer to the address of Dublin UQiversitj, on the 
lithof April, 1783, upon the declaration of righla, be used these words; 
tod added, that " he had onifbrmly expressed that opinion both in pub- 
lic and in private." 
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ahenfis of Dublin, requiring him to call a. meeting for the eleo- 
tion of mMnbere to aerve in a conventional congresB, the object 
of wbich was to effect a refbnn in the popular repreientation. 
Mr. FitsgibboD, tliea attorney general, had the eheriff attached 
for his compliance 'with this order, which proceeding origin- 
ated a discussion in the House of Commons, on the motion of 
the Honorable William Brown low. This question of attach- 
ments caused considerable disquisition both in England and in 
Ireland, and was a^ued, particularly in the Irish House, 
with great zeal and learmng. When, however, Mr, Curran 
lose to speak to it, the attorney general, whose professional as 
well as political character was chiefly involved in the debate, 
either really was, or affected to be, asleep upon the benches. 
" I hope," said Mr. Curian, naturally enough indignant at 
such contemptuous apathy, " I hope I may be allowed to speak 
lo this great question without ilisturbiag the sleep of any right 
honorable member, and' yet perhaps I ought rather to envy 
thaa to blame his tranquillity. I do not feel myself so hap- 
pily tempered as to be lulled to rest by the storms that shake 
the land ; but if they invite rest to any, that rest ought not to 
he lavished on the guilty Bpirit." He then went on to argue 
the Question at considerable length ; and when he had sat 
down, the attorney general, afler having attempted an answer 
to his arguments, concluded by desiring that " no pmiy bab- 
bler should attempt, with vile, unbounded calumny, to blast the 
judges of the land." This called up Mr. Curran again, who 
retorted on him as follows ; 

" The gentleman has called me a babbler. I can not think 
that is meant as a disgrace, because in another Parliament, 
before I had the honor of a seat in this House, and when I 
was in the gallery, I have heard a young lawyer called Bab- 
ble — the attorney general. I do not indeed recollect that 
there were sponaora at the baptismal font, nor wag there any 
occasion, as the infant had promised and vowed so many things 
in his own name. Indeed, sir; I find it difficult to reply, for 
I am not accustomed to pronounce a panegyric on myself. I 
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do not well know how to do it ; but since I can not tell the 
House what I am. I will tell them what I am not I am not 
a young man whoee leapect in person and character depends 
upon the impottanco of my office — I am not a man who 
thruata himself into the foreground of a pictuie which ought 
to bo occupied by a better figure — I am not & man who te- 
pliea by invective when Biuking under the weight of argument 
— I am not a man who denied the necoButy of parliamentary 
refcim at a time I proved the expediency of it, by reviling my 
own conatituentB, the parish clerk, the sexton, and the grave- 
digger ; and if there is any man who can apply what / am 
not to himsdf, I leave him to think of it in the coniniittee, 
and contemplate it when he goes home." 

In a former edition of this work, I had snpposed that the 
duel between Fitzgibbon and Curran had been consequent on 
this debate. It was not so, but resulted from an attack made 
by the former during the diaeuBsiou on Orde'a propositiona in 
1785. It was supposed the attorney general was instigated 
to it by the Castle, and Curran called it " an exhibition by 
command." The following is the scene : 

Mr. Fitzgibbon. " The politically insane gentleman has 
asserted much, but he only emitted some efiusions of the wit- 
ticisms of fancy. Hie declamation, indeed, was better calcu- 
lated for the stage of Sadler's Wells than the floor of the 
House of Commona. A mountebank, widi but one half of 
the honorable member's talent for rant, would undoubtedly 
make his fortune. However, I am somewhat surprised he 
should entertain sach a particular asperity against me, as I 
never did him a favor. But perhaps the honorable gentle- 
man imagines he may talk himself into oonsequenoe ; if so, I 
should be sorry to obstruct his promotion ; he is heartily wel- 
come to attack me. Of one thing only I will assure him, 
that I hold him in so small a degree of estimation, either as 
a man or as a lawyer, that I shall never hereafter deign to 
make him any answer." 

Mr. CnaB,AJ4. "The honorable geatleman says I hav& 
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poured forth some 'witticigms of fancy. That is a charge I 
shall never be able to retort upon him. He Bays I am insane. 
For my part, were I the man who, when all debate had sub- 
cided — who, when the bill was given up, had risen to make 
an inilamma.tory speech against my country, I should be 
obliged to any friend who would excuse my conduct by attrib- 
uting it to insanity. Were I the man who could commit a 
murder on the reputation of my country, I should thank the 
friend who would excuse my conduct by attributing it to in- 
sanity. Were I a man possessed of so much arrogance as to 
set up my own little head against the opinions of the nation, 
I should thank the friend who would say, ' Heed him not, he 
is insane !' Nay, if I were such a man, I would thank the 
friend who had me sent to Bedlam. If I knew one man who 
was ' easily roused and easily appeased,' I would not give his 
character as that of the whole nation. The right honorable 
gentleman says he never came here with written Speeches. 
I never suspected him of it, and I believe there is not a gen- 
tleman in the House who, having heard what has fallen iiom 
him, would ever suspect him of writing speeches. But I will 
not pursue him further. I will not enter into a cou^ct in 
which victory can gain no honor." 

It should be mentioned that the cause of this altercation 
was Curran's animadversion upon a phrase of Fitzgibbon's, 
that "Ireland was a nation easily roused andeaaily appeased." 
Now Flood had said of this that " he had never heard more 
inflammatory nonsense or mare sauoy folly." Yet such prov- 
ocation was overlooked, and Curran waa selected, because, in 
the phrase of the complainant himself, he " had emitted some 
witticisms of fancy." In fact, this was but the commence- 
ment of a series of hostilities, arising from a rancorous per- 
sonal hatred on the part of Fitzgibbon. He intmediately sent 
Mr. Curran a message ; and the parties, having met, were 
left to fire when they chose. " I never," said Mr. Curran, 
when relating to me the circumstances of that meeting, " I 
never saw any one whose deteraunation seemed more malig- 
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nant than FitigibboD'a. AiUr I had fired, he took aim at 
. me foi nearly half a minute ; and, on its proving inefiectua), 
I conld not help exclaiming, ' It was not your fault, Mr. At- 
torney ; you were deliberate enough.' " The attorney gea- 
eral's honor was then dec]a,red to be satisfied, and here, at 
least for the present, the dispute appeared to terminate. 

Not here, however, terminated Fitzgibhon's animoeity. 
His zeal, his politics, his exertions on the subject of the re- 
gency, and his unquestionable abilities, raised him to the seals 
on the resignation of Lord Liflbrd, during whose judicial life 
Curran was rising rapidly to the fame and emoluments of the 
Chancery practice. From the moment of his elevation, I/ord 
Clare on every occasion exhibited his hatred of the politician 
by his neglect of the advocate. At length the agents ob- 
served this marked hostility — the ear of the judge, as it ia 
called, was lost — the client participated in the unpopularity 
of his counsel, and Curran's practice was soon confined exclu* 
sively to Nisi Prius, " I made," said Mr, Curran, in a letter 
addressed to Mr. Grattan twenty years after, " I made no 
compromise with power. I had the merit of provoking and 
despising the personal malice of every man in Ireland who 
was the known enemy of his country. Without the walls of 
the courts of justice, my character was pursued with the most 
persevering slander ; and -within those waUs, though I was 
too strong to be beaten down by any judicial malignity, it 
vxts not so with my clients; and my consequent losses in 
professional income have never been estimated at less, as you 
must have often heard, than £30,000." The incidents at- 
tendant upon this disagreement were at times ludicrous in the 
extreme. One day, when it was known that Curran was to 
make an elaborate argument in Chancery, Lord Clare brought 
a large Newfoundland dog upon the bench with him, and 
during the progress of the argument he l^it his ear much 
more to the dog than to the barrister. This was observed at 
length by the entire profession. In time the chancellor lost 
all regard for decency : he turned himself quits aside in tha 
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tnoM material part of the caae, and began in full court to four 
dls tbe animal. Curraa Btopped at once. " Go on, go on, 
Mr. Curian," said Lord Clare. "Oil beg a tbonaand par- 
dons, my lord : I really took it for granted that your loidship 
was emplot/ed in consultation." 

At length, however, the day arrived when Curran, roused 
to the highest possible pitch of exasperation, took an ample 
and almost unparalleled revenge upon his adversary. In the 
year 1790, a dispute arose between the sherifis of Dublin and 
the common council on the one part, and the court of alder- 
men on the other, as to the right of electing a lord mayor. 

Mr. CuaaAN. " In tbia very chamber did the chancellor and 
judges sit, with all the gravity and aSeoted attention to argu- 
meats in favor of that liberty and those rights which they 
had conspired to destroy. But to what end, my lords, offer 
arguments to such men ? A little and a peevish mind may 
be exasperated, but how shall it be corrected — by refutation? 
How fruitless would it have been to represent to that wretch- 
ed chancellor that he was betraying those rights which he 
was sworn to maintain ; that be was involving a government 
in disgrace, and a kingdom in panic and conBternation ; that 
he was violating every sacred duty and every solemn engage- 
la&at that hinds him to himself, his country, and his God ? 
Alas .' my lords, by what argument could any man hope to 
reclaim or to dissuade a mean, iUiberal, and unprincipled min- 
ion of authority, induced by his profligacy to undertake, and 
bound by his avarice and vanity to persevere t He probably 
would have replied to the most unanswerable arguments by 
KMne curt, coatumeliona, and unmeaning apothegm, dehvered 
with the fietful smile of irritated self-sufficiency and discon- 
certed arrogance ; or, even if he could be dragged by his fears 
to a consideration of the question, by what miracle could the 
pigmy capacity of a stunted pedant be enlarged to a reoeptioa 
of the subject ? The endeavor to approach it would have 
only removed him., to a greater distance than he waa before, 
M a little hand that strives to grasp a mighty globe is thrown 
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back by the reaction of its ovn effort to comprehend. It may 
be given to a. Hale or a Hardwicke to discover and retract ». 
mistake : the errors of such men are only specks that arise for 
a moment upon the surface of a splendid luminary ; consumed 
by its heat, or irradiated by its light, fliey soon disappear ; 
but the perversenesB of a mean and narrow intellect are like 
the excrescences that grow upon a body uatnrally cold and 
dark -. no fire to waste them, and no ray to enhghten, they 
assimilate and coalesce with those qualities so congenial to 
their nature, and acquire an inconigibie permanency in the 
union with kindred frost and kindred opacity. Nor, indeed, 
my lords, except where the interest of millions can be affected 
by the vice or the foUy of an individual, need it be mnoh re- 
gretted that to things not worthy of being made better it hath 
not pleased Providence to afford the privilege of improvement." 

Loan CHANCELLoa. " Surely, Mr. Curran, a gentleman of 
your eminence in your profession most see that the conduct 
of former Privy Councils has nothing to do v/ith the question 
before us. The question lies in the narrowest compass : it i* 
merely whether the Commons have a right of arbitrary and 
capricious rejection, or are obliged to assign a reasonable cause 
for their disapprobation. To that point you have a right to 
be heard, but I hope you do not mean to lecture the Council." 

Mr. CiTBBAN. " I mean, my lords, to speak to the case of 
my clients, and to avail myself of every defense which I con- 
ceive applicable to that case. I am not speaking to a dry 
point of law, to a single judge, and on a mere forensic subject ; 
I am addressing a very large auditory, consisting of coK)rdinate 
members, of whom the far greater number are not versed in 
the law. Were I to address such an audience on the rights 
and interests of a great city, and address them in the hack- 
neyed style of a pleader, I should make a veryjdle display, 
with very little information to those I address, or benefit to 
thom (HI whose behalf I have the honor to he heard. I am 
Bware, my lords, that tmth is to be sought only by slow and 
painful pmgiess ; I know also that «m>T is in its nature flip- 
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pant and compendiouB ; it hops with airy and fastidious levity 
over proofs and arguments, and perches upon assertion, which 
it calls conclusion." 

It was clear enough that, under the name of Sir Constan- 
tine Phipps, the chancellor was designated. When he him- 
self unguardedly recognized the likeness,* he could scarcely 
blame the world for admitting its fidelity. Never, perhaps, 
was there a public man in any country assailed more bitterly 
during his life and aAer his death than Lord Clare. While 
he was here to confront his enemies, which he did most fear- 
lessly, and to rdeet their charges, perhaps this was matter of 
course ; hut a generous hostility would have paused when his 
lips were closed forever. With little desire to become either 
his apologist or panegyrist, I have even less to become his re> 
viler. By what right shall any man assume that Lord Clare 
was not sincere in his convictions t and therefore by what 
right shall we misinterpret his motives ? It has ever been the 
sin of Ireland to confound men and measures, and to brand 
the person, where his policy has been disapproved. This seems 
to me unjust. As a minister, no doubt, he incurred his respon- 
sibility ; and there can be no doubt, either, that he never evad- 
ed it ; but it was not fair to visit on the man the imputed im- 
policy of the minister. In the minds of many (with all the 
experience of the interval), even in this day. Lord Clare was 
right ; but, right or wrong, why should we assume that he 
went wrong designedly ? For instance, he thought it for the 
interest of both countries that Ireland should remain depend- 
ent upon England ; there are able men and honest men who 
think BO to this hour. He opposed the claim of the Roman 
Catholic to emancipation, and some of our greatest statesmen 
coincided in the opinion. He aided efiectually the accomplish- 
ment of the Union ; and who will say that the conduct of the 
Iri^ Parliament on the Regency Question (if it stood alone) 
did not render it imperative ? He may have been mistaken, 
but that is so reason for indiscriminate obloquy. This ia not 
* He cleared the conrt. 
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meant to be a political work, though of necesaity introducing 
oharacteis emiaent in politics ; but, though opinion is withheld 
as to their principles, impartiality in delineating them is a. 
sacred duty. Let us eee, therefore, whether some of the bright- 
er colors may not be appropriate]y employed upon this portrait. 
Barrington admits the ardor and fidelity of Filzgibboo's friend- 
ahip. He has not added that he could be generous even to 
his enemies — doubtless through forgetfulnesa, for Sir Jonah 
was a fair man. Of Archibald Hamilton Rowan mention 
must be made hereafter, so he shall he touched on here only 
in connection with the chancellor. No two person? could be 
more apart in politics than the convict for sedition and the 
Tory minister. It will be seen hereafter that, when B.owaa 
was in prison ander sentence for misdemeanor, a charge of 
high treason was preferred againet him. His lady, a truly 
noble-}jearted woman, had been nurtured in the lap of luxury, 
and was now, with their eight children, menaced with starv- 
ation. Clare commiserated her, ultra though he was, and 
the wife of his enemy though she was. He wrote to her, 
when in the extreme of her misery, to say that, though her 
husband's trial must proceed, still all his interest should ba 
exerted to preserve the estates for her and her family. It is 
matter of history that Howan escaped from prison. Clare 
gave Mrs. Rowan letters, by which passports to enable her to 
join him were facilitated. Ha did more : we find* Lord 
CaEtlereagh subsequently writing to her that, " in consequence 
le report made by Lord Clare of his coTidtict in 
" he should be secured in the refuge granted him in 
Denm&ric or elsewhere, as far as his majesty's government was 
concerned. Clare did not st<^ here. He obtained Rowan's 
pardon, the revenal of his attainder, and the restoration of his 
estates, seven or eight thousand a year. He judged Rowan 
rightly :- he was an enthusiast, mistaken or mi^ed, but be was 
ftt heart loyal. Suraty conduct such as this deserves a place 
OQ the credit side of the aoconnt. It ia also indisputable that 
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lia did aU in his power to check the unfortunate LoTd Edward 
Fitzgerald in his desperate career, and to avert its inevitable 
oonscquenceB. Apprised as government waa of all hii plana 
and treaion&ble preparationa, the chancellor forewarned hia 
frieiidi, oSering admonition, and &lmoBt amneaty, if he even 
then deaiated.* " Will nobody," he wrote, " reason with that 
rash young man ? Will nobody induce him even now to leave 
the kingdom ? I pledge myaelf every port shail be left open 
tohim." Hash he remained, and on the very eve of the re- 
bellion received hie death-wound from the police while desper- 
ately resiating his capture. While he lay in Newgate, writh- 
ing under that wound, his aunt, the Lady Louisa Conolly, 
ohtaJned an audience of Lord Camden, then lord lieutenant, 
but could not obtain its object, an ordei of admission to her 
dying nephew. In her agony ahe thought a[ the lord chan- 
cellor, and drove directly to his house. He happened to have 
company, and dinner was hardly over. He went out, how- 
ever, instantly to her carriage, heard her request, and was 
almost overwhelmed by her emotion. " Lady Louisa," said 
he, at last, after aome momenta' thought, " to grant the order 
you solicit ia quite out of the qaeation. We have so decided 
in council. But you are a female and a near relative— I know 
of no decision whidi prohibits mtf accompanying you." And 
he did ao, and remained patiently for three houra in an outeK 
apartment of the prison, while she wept and prayed beaide 
the victim of a wild and ill-fated enthuaiaam. Surely tha 
man's heart waa in the right place of whom this can be nar- 
rated. 

Lord Edward died soon after, raving mad. He waa idol- 
ized by hia followers. Many years ai\er hia death, I saw a 
respectable-looking farmer ga^ng most earnestly aftet a youth 
irho waa riding down Backville Street. Hia ey» aeon filled 
with teara. Struck with the acene, I asked him who iha 
young man waa : " Lord Edtoard's ton, air," was the answer. 
Fooi Mlow, he thought every one muat know Lord £dwud I 
* Moore'i IMe of Lord E. FtUserald. 
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Another tnit ofthe lord chtmcelloT I may almost say I 
Imirtr, so unquestionable is the authority. When informed 
by his physicians that all hope was over, he sent for bia lady. 
" I have but one request to make of you," said he ; " it is, that 
you will burn all my papers : should they remain after me, 
hundreds may be compromised." He was imphcitly obeyed, 
and this, his kind solicitude for others, has \e&, himself with- 
out a biographer. Clare's public charact^ is, no doubt, fairly 
dealt with by Barrington. The following graphic sketch of 
his quahfications for the woolsack is from a fat less impartial 
artist. It is, at all events, amusing ; and, being contempora- 
neouBv is worthy of preservation : " Wolfe," says Tone, in his 
diaty, " is the chancellor's private tutor in legal matters. 
Fitzgibbon has read Coke upon Lyttleton under his papa. 
He has a very intelligent clerk to note his papers— he has 
Boyd to hunt his cases — and he has some talents, great readi- 
ness and assurance, and — there is Fitzgibbon." 

To those who ascribe all the evils of Ireland to the Union, 
Mr. Fitzgibbon's description of the province of Munster, the 
chief province in Ireland, in 1787 — after, be it observed, the 
Free-trade Bill had been carried — may not he without its 
advantage. Here is Munster under a resident Parliament : 
"I am well acquainted with that province, and I say it is 
impossible for human wretchedness to exceed that of its mis- 
erable tenantry. 1 know that the unhappy tenants are ground 
to powder by relentless landlords." 

So much for one province ; and now for the whole country : 
"This island is supposed to contain three millions of inhabit- 
ants. Of these, two live like the beast of the field npon a 
Toot picked out of the earth, atmost without hovels for shel- 
ter, or cbtheH for covering : what mode of taxation- can be 
devised ? Shall we tax leather, where no shoes are worn, or 
tallow, where no candles are burned?" .If these words be 
true— and they were spoken in the face of Parhament, where 
they could have been contradicted if they were not — surely 
the statesman who desired to change such a state of things 
G 
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may have been influenced by purer motivea tha.D thoK which 
have been aecribed to him. That the measure of the Union 
was, next to I*ord Castlereagh, mainly imputable to him, is 
known to all ; but that the Catholic Emancipation Act not ac- 
companying it should be almost entirely owing to him, will be 
a surprise to many. Yet we now have it on his own authority. 
His dispatch from London, addicesed to Lord Castlereagh ia 
Dublin, announcing it, has at last been permitted to see the 
light. The extract is taken from the Lmidimderry Pampers, 
a valuable publication, so far as it goes. Every one at the 
time was impressed with the belief that the rejection of that 
measure was owing to. the religious scroplea of the monarch, 
which Mr. Pitt had endeavored, though in vain, to allay. 
Now, at the end of half a century, we have the secret dis- 
closed by the then lord chancellor of Ireland to Lord Castle- 
reagh, to whom the measure of the Union was with more tJian 
ordinary confidence intrusted. "I have," writes Iiord Clare, 
" seen Mr. Pitt, the chancellor, and the Duke of Portland, 
who seem to feel very sensibly the critical situation of (xur 
DAMNABLE countTy (highly complimentary, but it was between 
titemselves), and that the Union alone can save it. I should 
have hoped that what has passed would have opened the eyes 
of every man in England to the insanity of their present con- 
duct with respect to the papists of Ireland, but I can very 
plainly perceive that they were as full of theii popish projecta 
as ever. I trust, and I hope I am not deceived, tljat they are 
fairly inclined to give them up, and to bring the measure for- 
ward, unencumbered with the doctrine of emancipation. Lord 
Cornwallis has intimated his aci^uiescence on that point, and 
Mr. Pitt is decided on it." Decided! It really would ap- 
pear from this that Mr. Pitt willingly acquiesced in the post- 
ponement, if not the suppression of the Emancipation Act, 
though he resigned office not very long after, in consequence, 
as was thought, of the sovereign's distaste to it. It is possible, 
no doubt, that he might have given way, rather than endan- 
ger the all-important measure of the Union ; but this is any 
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■ thing but mtelligible from the letter of the loid chancellor. 
He is " decided" is the phrase. 

GonsideriDg what oecurred in. after dajrg, \rith which the 
reader of these pages is fuaihai, there are two singular occuT- 
lences in Clare's career. He it was who presented Mr. Cnr- 
tan with his first bEtg at the bar, and to Mr. Grattan be him- 
self owed bis elevation in his profession .' Tbia last event 
happened on the formation of tba Nortbington goTemment. 
When fox beard that such a proposition was mooted, he 
, wrote a remouBtrance to the viceroy. The answer was that 
Mr. Grattan had been congulted, and saw no objection. The 
British statesman, on this intimation, acquiesced, not, however, 
without the prophetic admonition, " Take care that in seeking 
to make a friend, you are not strengthening an enemy." Mr. 
Daly also, another of the party, was not backward with bia 
wu'ning : " Take care what you are about : that httle fellow 
will deceive you yet." The monitions, however, were un- 
heeded. Fitzgibbon was made attorney general, " and," says 
Grattan, "from that time forth bis country and myHclfwere 
the two peculiar objects of his calumny." Daly, who was a 
very eminent man. of tbe party, seems to have fathomed Fitz- 
gibbon. One day, after dinner, just before leaving the room, 
a fit of enthusiasm possessed him. " Talk not to me," he ex- 
claimed, magniloquently, " of a union : if a minister dared to 
do so, I would fling my office in his face ;" and he flounced 
grandly out of the room. " Now mark," said Daly, " that is 
the very man who would support it. That Utile man who 
talks so ^ig' would vote for a union — ay, to-morraw." There 
have been worse guesses. There has been only one witticism 
recorded of Fitzgibbon, and it is so good as to make us wish 
for more. When Yelverton. then chief baron, went over to 
England on the occasion of Geoi^e III.'s ilbiess, his compan- 
ions were Curran, Egan, and a Mr. Barrett, reputed to be 
fond of play. " He travels," said Fitzgibbon, " like a mounte- 
bank, with his monkey, his bear, and his sleigbt-of-hand man." 

No enemy of Lord Clare could have devised a heavier ven- 
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geance than that by which he wsb orertaken. Accustomed 
to despotic sway in his own country, he carried faiB pretensionB 
into the English senate. The House of Lords here were not 
prepared for submission ; he attempted to enforce it, and was 
not merely rebuked, but insulted fay the Duke of Bedford. 

Humbled, mortified, and disgusted, he letnmed to Ireland 
to die, which he did in 160S, from the effects of an accident 
when riding on koraeback. 

A rabble hatred pursued him to the grave ! 

The speeches which have been laid before the public in the 
preceding pages are the only specimens which I have been 
ftUe to glean tram the debates of the day, at least not already 
known, and worth recording, of Mr. Curran's parliamentary 
doquence. They were produced under all the disadvantages 
already enumerated, and therefore any literary criticism on 
their merits would be unfair. Such as they are, indeed, there 
is little ground for thinking that they are given to us as Mr. 
Curran dehvered them. The literary capability of the Irish 
parliamentary reporters of that era was such, that when Hue- 
sey Burgh said in the House he founded himself on the au- 
thority of the eminent Sergeant Mayna/rd, it appeared in all 
the newspapers next day that he founded himself on the au- 
thority of an ^ninent sergeant majtyH But, whatever might 
have been the fate of his eloquence, it was impossible for his 
votes to be misrepresented ; and the friend of liberty will never 
lotA for him in vain wherever freedom or religious^toleration 
was endangered. No matter under what personal, or pohtical, 
or professional discouragements he labored, he never for a mo- 
ment deserted the interests of his country ; and I am as per- 
suaded as I am of my own existence, that, either in the field 
or on the scaffold, he would most cheerfully have sealed with 
his heart's blood the charter of her emancipation. Many of 
his speeches in the senate have not been reported at all — njany 
Ivhich have been reported are sadly mutilated — and many so 
ewtfteWtsfterf by the ignorant self-sufficiency of the reporter, that 
the original material is quite hidden by the embroidery. Such 
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reporti, ao extended and ao feeble, bear an exact resemblanoe 
to Curtan'a own deecription of the speech of Sergeant Hewit ; 
" The learned sergeant's speech," said he, "put me exactly 
in miod of a ^miliar utensil in domestic nse, commonly calle4 
an extinguisher : it b^an at a. point, and on it went, wideor 
ing and widening, until at last it iaiily put the question oat 
altogether." 

Howerei, it is not to Mi. Cunan's exeitioos in Failiament, 
but at the hax, that hie biographer can look with the most 
justiiiable satisfaction. His most powerful efibrts were natu- 
rally directed to the profession on which alone he calculated 
ibr fame or emeluQient. In this career wc have at least a 
inoie authentic account of his progress than the parliamentary 
reports present to na. Hia speeches never were conccted by 
himself i and so dissatisfied was be at their publication, that 
he told me he ofieied five hundred pounds for their suppresi 
uon, which was refused. It was bis intention— au intentitn 
continually expressed, and as continually prociastinated — to 
have given the world a genuine edition, prefixing to each 
speech a httle memorandum explanatory of the events in whiol^ 
it originated. This he designed to be only a supplement to 
the political history of his own times ; " and ibr this," iaid he, 
" there are now alive only two men in Ireland who axe coia- 
petent — Mr. Grattan and myself; but he is too industrious 
during the session, and too indolent during the vacation, and, 
at all evsnls, would handle the subject too much en phdlo- 
so}Jie; but I, in all except my talents, should be the moat ikat- 
Ural historian, for I have not only visited the Castle and the* 
senate, but I have taken the gauge of treason in the du?igeon 
and in the tender." As a proof that ha^was in earnest, he 
was fond of reciting his cominenoaneat. " Yon that proposQ 
to be the historian of yourself go first and trace out the bound- 
ary of your grave. Stretch forth your hand and touch the 
stone that is to mark your head, awl swear by the majesty of 
death that your testimony shall be true, unswayed by preju- 
dice, unbiased by &vor, and mutsined by malioe ; w mayest 
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thou be a witneaa not unworthy to be extunined before the 
awful tribunal of that after-time which can not begin till yon 
shall have been nnmbered with the dead." Those who rec- 
ollect the ease, the eloquence, the characteristic strength with 
which, in common conversation, he sketched the public per- 
sonages of his day, can alone appreciate the loss to literature 
of that unperformed intention. Indeed, it was quite astonish- 
ing to observe his particular talent at character-drawing. He 
was a complete conversational La Bruyero. The minutest 
peculiarities were so exquisitely touched, the varieties of com- 
position BO defined, the light and shade so skillCuliy contrasted, 
that the whole figure seemed to start from the canvas as it 
moved in life before the eye of the spectator. All it wanted 
was animation, and this, to his delighted anditor, Mr. Curran 
represented : he became the very creature he was describing, 
and the noblest mimicry, that of mind, seconded the fidelity 
of the personal delineation. Perhaps the reader may recog- 
nize, under the following description, the late Dr. Duigenan, 
as he rose in the House of Commons, combating the claims of 
the modem Catholics with ail the inveterate prejudices of an- 
tiquity. He had attacked Mr. Cunan in the Irish House on 
the Roman Catholic Question in the year 1796, which called 
down on him the following retort : 

Having replied to the arguments of several members who 
bad preceded him in the debate, Mr. Corran came to the 
speech that had been dehvered by Dr. Duigenan, and enter- 
tained the House for about half an hour with one of the most 
lively sallies of wit and humor that we remember to have 
heard. He said that " the learned doctor had mode himself 
a very prominent figure in the debate ; furious indeed had 
been his anger, and manifold bis attadc. What argument, or 
what man, or what thing, had he not abused ? Half choked 
by his rage in refuting those who had spoken, he bad relieved 
bimseif by attacking those who had not spoken. He had 
abased the Catholics, he had abused their ancestors, he had 
abused the merchants of Ireland, he had abused Mr, Burke, be 
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had abuseil those who voted for the onler of the day. I do not 
know but I ought to be obliged to the learned doctor for honor- 
ing me with a place in the iDvective ; he has called me the 
bottle-holder of my right honoTable friend. Sure I am that 
if I had been the bottle-holder of both, the learned doctor 
would have less reason to complaia of roe than my right hon- 
orable friend ; for him I should have left perfectly sober, while 
it would very clearly appear that, with respect to the learned 
doctor, the bottle had not only been managed fairly, but gen- 
erously ; and that if. in furnishing hira with liquor, I had not 
furnbhed him with argument, I had, at least, furnished hiin 
with a good excuse for wanting it — with the best excuse for 
that confusion of history, and divinity, and civil law, and 
canon law — that heterogeneous mixture of poUtics, and the- 
ology, and antiquity with which he has overwhelmed the de- 
bate, and the havoc and carnage he has made of the population 
of the last age, and the fury with which he seemed determ- 
ined tfl exterminate, and even to devour the population of 
this ; and which urged him, after tearing and gnawing the 
characters of the Catholics, to spend the last eForts of his 
rage, with the most unrelenting ferocity, in actually gnawing 
their names" (alluding to Dr. Duigenan's pronunciation of the 
name of Mr. Keogh, and which Mr. Curran said was a kind 
of pronunciatory defamation). " In truth, sit, I felt some 
surprise and some regret when I heard him describe the 
scepter of lath and tiara of straw, and mimic his Bedlamite 
emperor and pope with such refined and happy gesticulation, 
that be could not be prevailed on to quit so congenial a com- 
pany. I should not, however, be disposed to hasten his re- 
turn to them, or to precipitate the access of his fit, if, by a 
most unlucky felicity of indiscretion, he had not dropped some 
doctrines which the silent approbation of the minister seems 
to have adopted. I do not mean among these doctrines to 
placo the learned doctor's opinions touching the Hevolution, 
nor his wise and valorous plan, in ease of an invasion, of arm- 
ing the beadles and the sextons, and putting himself ia wind 
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jbr an attack upon the French l>y a maBsacre of the pspista i 
the doctrine I mean was, that Catholic franchise was incoa 
■istent vith British connection. Strong indeed mast the 
minister he in so wild and desperate a prejudice, if he can 
venture, in the fallen state of the empire, under the disastera 
of the war, and with an enem; at the gate — if he can dai« 
lo state to the great body of the Irish nation that their slaveiy 
is the condition of their connection with England ; that she 
is more afraid of yielding Irish Uberty than of losing Irish 
connection ; and the deniuiciation is not ;et upon record — it 
may yet be left with the learned doctor, -who, I hope, haa 
embraced it only to make it odious — has hugged it in his 
arms with the generous purpose of plunging with it into the 
deep, and exposing it to merited derision, eves at the hazard 
of the character of his own sanity. It is yet in the pow» of 
the nunister to decide whether a hlaspheiny of this kind shall 
pass for the mere ravings of phrensy, or for the solemn and 
mischievous lunacy of a minister. I call, therefore, again to 
rouse that minister from his trance, and, in the hearing of the 
two countries, to put that question to him which must be 
heard by a third — whether, at no period, upon no event, at 
no extremity, we are to hope for any connection with Britain 
except that of the master and the slave, and this even with- 
out the assertbn of any tact that can support such a proscrip- 

An important era had now arrived in Mr. Curran's life — 
his entrance into Parliament. The Irish bar was at that 
time the nursery of the Irish senate, and every young man 
who, without money enough to remunerate, bad talents to 
interest the patron of a borough, might generally calculate on 
a seat in the House of Commons. There he had the noblest 
constitutional field on which to display his attainments and 
his eloquence : an imperishable fame was his reward, and an 
applauding people were his auditors. There was scarcely a 
name of any eminence at the Irish bar which was not also 
enrolled ia the annals of Parliament. In proof of this, I need 
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only tnontion Hutohiiuon, Burgh, Duquery, Flood, Fitzgibbon, 
Scott, Gratt&n, Yelverton, concentrated ia one grand and 
glowing oonstellation. Many of these characters must uu- 
daubtedly be mentitmed by the lover of this country with vary 
varied and opposite sensationB ; bat to none of them, I appre- 
hend, can the me^ of superior talent, with justice, be denied. 
The period of Mr. Curran's first return to Parliameat was id 
17S3, daring the administration of Lord Northington. He 
was elected for the borough of Kilbe^;an, his associate in 
which was the illustrious Henry Flood, and with bim be 
joined the opposition. There is something peculiarly credit- 
able to him in a circumstance attending this eleotion. Lord 
Longueville, who was the proprietor of the bonNigh, returned 
Curraa under an idea of his own, that a barrister, with a 
growuig family, and totally dependent upon his profession for 
subustenee, would scarcely sufier his principles to interfere 
with his interest. I am afraid the annals of pailiam^itary 
life will be found in but too many instances to count^iance 
his lordship in this humiliating snppostion. However, in 
Curran the rale found a stubborn exception. On the vwy 
first question, he not only voted against his patt<n, but, by at 
least an energetic speech, proved the total f^lacy of all bis 
anticipations. Lord Longueville, of course, warmly remon- 
straled ; but what was bis astonishment to find Curian not 
only persevering in his independent ojunious, but even appro- 
priating the only five hundred pounds he had in the world to 
the purchase of a seat, which he insisted on transferring as an 
equivalent for that of Kilbeggan ! To those, however, who 
knew him intimately, this conduct will not appear surpris- 
ing, for, next to his high-toned political independence, he pre- 
served the most rigid principles of hMtoi in every pecuniary 
traoBactioo. No man would with more cbeerfulness have 
expended his last shilling in discharging what he considered 
a just pecuuiaiy obhgation. His enemies have certainly, 
aninng many other calumnies, imputed parsimony to him, but 
tbe above aiteodote, well authenticated, refutes the accosa* 
G2 
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tian ; and those who have struggled as he did, not merely for 
fortune, but for bread, will easily excuse him for not squan- 
dering with an unprincipled prodigality what he owed to others. 
The transition Irom Curran in the senate to Curran at the 
bar is one of pleasure. We feel at home with him in the 
Four Courts. There never, peiiiaps, lived a greater advocate. 
—certainly never one more suited to the country in which 
his lot was cast. He had all the quaUties by which his 
conntrymen are attracted and attached. His imagination 
was wonderful, his eloquence copious, rapid, and mnate, his 
powers of miniicTy beyond aU description. The passions were 
under his absolute command ; either the laugh or the tear 
was ready at his bidding ; bis contrasts — their rapidity, their 
ease, and, strange to say, their apparent propriety — were 
marvelous. There was no time to criticise where the mind 
was rapt in wonder and delight, and the hearer was hur- 
ried, now into the regions of philosophy and fancy, now 
through the scenes of fun, and drollery, and humor, amid 
which the Irish peasant delights to fo^et or laugh away Ina 
wretchedness. He had another quality, apart from intellect, 
which the times demanded — indomitable courage. The En- 
glish advocate b engaged in contentions, earnest, ardent, ani- 
mated, but — peaceful. Not so, however, must we read Cur- 
nua's history. In the days from which he dates his glory, peril 
beset his path, aimed men composed his auditory, exasperated 
authority denounced his zeal, and faction scowled upon the 
dauntless advocate it burned to make its victim. Bayonets 
were often bristling at bis breast, and the interference of the 
bench was sometimes called for to procure him even the de- 
cency of a hearing. His daring to appear at aU in defense of 
a state-prisoner was made matter of grievous accusation ! 
Lord Caileton broadly hinted to him he might lose his gown 
if he defended Neilson. "Well, my lord," said Curran, some- 
what contemptuously, " his majesty may take the silk, but he 
must leave the stuff behind." He scorned both the threat 
and the imputation. "I feel no shame," be says in 179^ 
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" at such a charge, except that of its being made at such a 
time as this, that to defend the people should be held out aji 
an imputation upon the king's counsel, when the people are 
prosecuted by the state. I think every counsel is the property 
of his fellow-BubjectE, lii indeed, because I wore his majes- 
ty's gown, i had declined my duty, la: had done it weakly or 
treacherously — if I had made that gown a mantle of hypoc- 
risy, and had. betrayed my client, or sacrificed him to any per- 
mmal Tiew — I might, perhaps, have been thought wiser by 
those who have blamed me, but I should have thought my- 
self the basest villain upon earth." It was amid such scenes, 
and under such discouragements, that Curran pronounced the 
memorable orations vhich have made his nan[ie immortal. 
With every wish to present them entire, space will not per- 
mit me. Extracts, however, shall be given from the most in- 
teresting speeches, by which the pubhc may regulate its judg- 
ment. Let me hope that the fragments, however necessarily 
minute, will give some idea of the magnificence of the struc- 
ture. Of the addresses to juries, the first, I find, is that in 
defense of Archibald Hamilton Eowan, in the month of Jan- 
nary, 1794. May I be allowed the melancholy pleasure of 
dwelling for a moment on the memory of a friend ? I knew 
Hamilton B.owan, and believe I knew him thoroughly. It is 
now very many years since, when, sitting in my chambers in 
DnhUn, the door opened, and, to my surprise, he entered with 
an unfolded letter in his hand. " I come to introduce myself," 
said he : " here is a letter which I have had from America, 
and I can not answer it without being able to say we are ac- 
quainted." Rowan was a man not easily forgotten. He was 
a most noble figure, of venerable aspect and very digniiied 
demeanor. Our acquaintance soon ripened into intimacy. 
The impression he left on me was that of a warm heart, an 
open hand, and the kindhest nature, with a touch of the ro- 
mantic which years had not affected. Never was there a man 
less capable of crime, or more likely to coranut an indiscretion. 
He never thought of himself ; hat if he saw toward another 
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even the Mmblance of opprefiaton, at all cost and all bazaid 
he stood forth to ledrew or to reBiet it. Tltougli Rowan was 
eecretary to the Society of United Irishmen, he waa uo mM» 
political adventuiei. A man of large poaeesuoaii the inter- 
eats of Ireland and Iub own were identified ; and yet he anb- 
jected himself to a charge of high tieaaon, through the mach- 
inalioDB of a perfidious and penuoned betrayet. That l^ord 
Clare thought he had been trepanned, his inteifeience, alieady 
alluded to, fully proves ; and his subsequent life justifies the 
opinion- The indictment on which Mr. Curtan defended him 
was for the publication of an address Jrom the United Irish 
Society to the Volunteers of Ireland. He was ctHiTictBd. 
Yet he nether wrote nor distributed the address. The man 
who did distribute it, and who reaembled B«wan,* never waa 
indicted, and Drennan, its actnal author, was prosecuted and 
acquitted. Cuiran defended him. The proof of publioatioB 
was imnifficieut. Rowan was fined XSQO, and aeutenced to 
two years' imprisonment. While undergoing this seutenee, 
he made the acquaintance of a lellow-priaoner named Jack- 
Bon, of whom more hereafter. Jackaon was unquestionably 
a traitor, and was visited in his prison by Cookaigue, an En- 
glish attorney — a deadly enemy in the mask of a friend. Row- 
an waa entrapped into some participation in their plots, and a 
charge of high treason was preferred against him. There can 
be no doubt hia aituation was critit^ in the extreme. Some 
powerful friend aecretly apprised him of his danger, and he 
eflecled his escape. This waa the achievement of his heroic 
wife, an Irish Madame Lavalette. The under-jailer of New- 
gate was induced to accompany him to hia own house, and 
permitted him to enter a back room, where hia lady and their 
childrm slept. Every thing had been prepared. He dis- 
guised himself in hia herd'a dothea, got down from a back 
window by meana of a knotted rope, and reached in safety the 
house of his friend Mr. Sweetman, on the coaat near Dublin. 
Ilewards to a laige amount were immediately ofered fin hil 
* Bil nvM wu WillU. 
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apprebmsioii. Government promised £1000, the city of Dub- 
lin £,500, aad certain inijiTiduaJs £S00 more. A small ajid 
not very well-ibund fiehing imaok of his frienil Sweetman'i 
'waa the osly available mode of escape. Howevet, three fish.- 
ermen weao hired, two of tbem brothers of the name of Sher- 
idan. " When I heard that name," said Kowut to me, aa he 
rdated these incidents, "I hailed it as one of good omen." 
And it proved bo. While awaiting a wind, Beated in the 
stem of the boat, ^veloped in a large Spanidi cloak, tbese 
truly itoble fellows addressed hini : " Mr. Kowan, we know 
you, and we know what we e«n get by surrendering you ; but 
we have plei%ed our words to take you to France, and, with 
the help of God, we will do so." A more heroic sacriiiGe is 
hardly to be found in history. A shilling or two a day wa» 
perhaps the amount of these poor men's earnings, and here wu 
a fortune of £2000 if they betrayed this matL, to them a stran- 
ger, and they spumed it. IJegidators of Ireland ! you who 
still survive the trafficked trust of 1800, how stand you by 
the side of these poor peasants ? It is needless to say, that in 
the future day of his prosperity they were not forgotten by one 
whose noble nature was kindred to their own. Eowan was 
landed safely in France, whence he sailed for Ain«:ica, where, 
by his own industry and talents, he for some years contrived 
to maintain himself. The kindness of Lord Clare has been 
abeady recorded. He did not live to see the restoration of 
Kowan to his country, which, however, he had secured. The 
events of 1803 may be supposed &r a time to have retarded 
.it. It was not till 180fi that, being arraigned before'Lord 
Clomnel, he thus pleaded the king's pardon : " When I last 
had the honor to stand in this court before your lordship, I 
said that I did not kitow the king otherwise than the head of 
the stats~-as a magistrate wielding the force of the executive 
power. I now know hini by his clemency — by that clemency 
which has enabled me once more to meet my wife and chil- 
dren — ^to find them not only unmolested, but cherished and 
proteotad during my absence in a foreign country, and my la- 



:..,Coogli: 



168 CUBBAN AND HIS CONTEMFOBARIEB. 

gal incapacity of renderiog to them the aseistance of a husband 
and a father. Were I to be insensible of that clemeacy, I 
should indeed be an unworthy man. All are liable to error. 
These conaiderationa have taught me deeply to regret some of 
the violent measures which I then pursued. Under the cir- 
cumstances in which I stand, were I to express all I feel upon 
this subject, it might he attributed to base and unworthy mo- 
tives ; but your lordships, aware how deeply I must be afiect- 
ed by my present situation, wiU give me credit for what I can. 
not myself express." After a few kind words from Lord Clou.- 
mel, he retired from the court, surrounded by happy friends. 
Howan survived very many years ia the enjoyment of an am- 
ple ibitune, and of all the blessings which domestic happiness 
can bestow. It may not be generally known that his eldest 
eon was the late highly distinguished officer, Captain Hamil- 
ton, of the navy. Uowan retained his chivalry to the last. 
In 1827, at the advanced age of seventy-five, he traveled to 
London to demand a meeting from Sir Robert Peei for some 
hasty expressions dropped in the heat of a debate. Sir Kob- 
ert Feel was too honorable and right-minded a man to give 
unprovoked oflense, and the afiair was easily and amicably ad- 
justed. As my extracts from Mr. Curran's speech in his de- 
fense will commence with a personal description of his client, 
any further portraiture of mine must he unnec^sary. Many 
there are who still remember his majestic figure, a model for 
the sculptor, with a native oaken sapling in his hand, and two 
gigantic Danish wolf-dogs at his heels, as he issued from Kil- 
dare Street — a formidable trio. 

DEeCRIPTION OP ME. ROWAN. 
" Gentlemen, let me suggest another observation or two, if 
still you have any doubt as to the guilt or innocence of the 
defendant. Give me leave to suggest to you what circum- 
stances you ought to consider, in order to found your verdict 
You should consider the character of the person accused ; and 
in this your task is easy. I will venture to say, there is not 
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a inftn ia this nation more known than the gentleman who is 
the Bubject 'of this prosecution, not only hy the part he faal 
taken in puhlic concerns, and which he has taken in commoa 
with many, hut still more so by that extraordinary sympathy 
for human affliction which, I am sorry to think, he shares 
with BO small a number. There is not a day that you hear 
the cries of yom starving mannfacturera in your Btreets, that 
you do not also see the advocate of their sufferingB — that you 
do not see his honest and manly figure, with uncovered head, 
eolicitiog for their relief; searching the frozen heart of charity 
for every string that can be touched by compassion, and uig< 
in|: the force of every argument and every motive, save that 
which his modesty suppresaes — the authority of his own gen- 
erous example. Or if you see him not there, you may trace 
his steps to the abode of diaease, and famine, and despair ; the 
measenger of Heaven — bearing with him food, and medicine, 
and consolation. Are these the materials of which we sup- 
pose anarchy and public rapine to be formed T Is this the 
man on whom to fasten the abominable charge of goading on 
a frantic populace to mutiny and bloodshed ? Is jhiB the 
man likely to apostatize from every principle that can bind 
him to the state — ^his birth, his property, hia education, hi« 
character, and hia children t Let me tell you, gentlemen of 
the jury, if you agree with his prosecutors in thinking there 
ought to he a sacrifice of such a man, on such an occasion, 
and upon the credit of such evidence, you are to convict him. 
Never did you, never can you give a sentence conaigning any 
man to public punishment with lees danger to his person or 
to his fame ; for where could the hirehng be found to fling 
contumely or ingratitude at his head, whose private distresses 
he had not labored to alleviate, or whose public condition he 
had not labored to improve 1" 

OK THB LIB&aiY 07 THE FKESS. 

" What then remains ? The liberty of the press only : that 
sacred palladium, which no influence, no power, no govern- 
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ment, which nothing but the folly or the depravity, or the folly 
or the corruption of a jury, ever can destroy. And what 
calamities are the people saved from by having public com- 
muoicatioa left open to them ? I will tell you, gentlemen, 
what they are saved Irom ; I will tell you also to what both 
are exposed by shutting up that communication. In one case, 
sedition speaks alotid, and walks abroad ; the demagogue goes 
forth ; the puhlic eye is upon him ; he frets his busy hour on 
the stage ; hut eoon either wearinens, or bribe, or punishment, 
or ilisappointBient, beare him down, or drives him off, and he 
appears no more. In the other «aae, how does the work of 
sedition go tbrward 7 Night aiter night the muffled rebel 
steals £>rth in the dark, and oaf ts another and another brand 
upon the pile, to which, when the hour of fatal maturity shall 
arrive, be will apply the ilame. If you doubt of the horrid 
consequences of suppressing the effusion of even individual 
discontent, look to those enslaved countries wh^e the protec- 
tion of despotism is supposed to be secured by such restraints. 
Even the person of the despot there is never in s^ety. Nei- 
ther the fears of the despot nor the machinations of the slave 
have any slumber, the one anticipating the moment of peril, 
the other watching the opportunity of aggres^on- The fatal 
crisis is equally a surprise upon both ; the decisive instant is 
precipitated without warning, by folly on the one side, or by 
phrensy on the other ; and there is no notice of the treason till 
the traitor acts. In those unfortunate countries — one can njot 
lead it without horror — there are officers whose province it is 
to have the water, which is to be drunk by their rule)cs, sealed 
up in bottles, lest some wretched miscreant shoidd throw poi- 
son into the draught. But, gentlemen, if you wish for a nearer 
and a more interesting example, you have it in the history of 
your own revolution ; you have it at that memorable p^od 
when the monarch found a servile acquieBoeace in the minis- 
ters of his foUy — whea the liberty of the press was trodden 
underfoot — when venal sheriffs returned paeked juries to carry 
into efiect thow ^tal conspiraeies of the few against the many 
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— when the devoted benches of public justice were filled by 
some of those 'foundlingH of Fortune,* who, overwhelmed in 
the torrent of corruption at an early period, lay at the bottom 
like drowned bodies while sanity remained in them, but at 
leogth, becoming buoyant by putrefaction, they rose as they 
lotted, and floated to the surface of the polluted Btream, where 
they were drifted along, the objecta of terror, and contagion, 
and abominalioR. 

" In that awful moment of a nation's travail, of the laet 
gasp of tyranny, and the first breath of freedom, how pregnant 
is the example ! The press extinguished, the people enslaved, 
and the prince undone. As the advocate of society, therefore 
^-of peace, of domestic hberty, and the lasting union of the 
two countries, I conjure you to guard the liberty of the press, 
that great sentinel of the state, that grand detector of public 
imposture ; guard it, because when it sinks, there sinks with 
it, in one common grave, the liberty of the subject and the se- 
curity of the crown, 

" Gentlemen, I am glad that this question has not been 
brought forward earlier. I rejoice for the sake of the court, 
of the jury, and of the pubUc repose, that this question has 
not been brought forward till now. In Great Britain analo- 
gous circumstances have taken place. At the commencement 
of that unfortunate war which has deluged Europe with blood, 
the spirit of the English people was tremblingly alive to the 
terror of French principles ; at that moment of general par- 
oxysm, to accuse was to convict. The danger loomed larger 
to the public eye from the misty region through which it was 
surveyed. We measure inaccessible heights by the shadows 
they project, when the lowness and the distance of the light 
form the length of the shade. 

" There is a sort of aspiring and adventurous credulity which 

disdains assenting to obvious truths, and delights in catching 

at the improbabilities of a case as its best ground of faith. 

To what other cause, gentlemen, can you ascribe that, ia the 

* These ware lupposed to be personal alluisionB. 
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wise, the reflecting', and the philosophic nation, of Great Brit- 
ain, a printer has buen gravely found guilty of a libel for pub- 
lishing those resolutions to which the present minister of that 
kingdom bad actually subscribed his name ? To what other 
cause oaa you ascribe, what in my mind is still more aston- 
ishing, in such a country as Scotland — a nation, cast in the 
happy medium between the spiritless acquiescence of submiss- 
ive poverty, and the sturdy credulity of pampered wealth — 
cool and ardent, adventurous and persevering, winging her 
eagle flight against the blaze of every science, with an eye 
that never winks, and a wing that never tires ; crowned, as 
she is, with the spoils of every art, and decked with the wreath 
of every muse, froni the deep and scrutinizing researches of her 
Hume, to the sweet and simple, but not less sublime and pa- 
thetic morality of hei Bums — how, from the bosom of a coun- 
try like that, genius, and character, and talents' should be ban- 
ished to a distant and barbarous soil, condemned to pine under 
the horrid communion of vulgar vice and base-bom profligacy, 
for twice the period that ordinary calculation gives to the con- 
tinuance of human life I But I will not further press any idea 
that is painful to me, and I am sure must be painful to you : 
I will only say, you have now an example of which neither 
England nor Scotland had the advantage^ you have the ex- 
ample of the panic, the infatuation, and the contrition of both. 
It ia BOW for you to decide whether you will proiit by their 
experience, of idle panic and idle regret, or whether you meanly 
prefer to palliate a servile imitation of their fraOty fay a paltry 
affectation of their repentance. It is now for you to show 
that you are not carried away by the same hectic delusions, 
to acts of which no teara can wash away the fatal conse- 
quences or the indelible reproach." 

THE VOLUNTEEHS OF IttELAKD. 

" Gentlemen, Mr. Attorney General has thought proper to 

direct your attention to the state and circumstances of public 

* Uuir, Margarot, &o. 
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afiiurs at the time ^f this transaction : let me also make, a few 
retrospective observations on a period at which he has but 
slightly glanced. You know, gentlemen, that France had es- 
poused the cause of America, and we became thereby involved 
in a war with that nation. 

" ' Hea, neecia mens bominum futuri.' 
Little did that ill-fated monarch know that he was forming 
the first causes of those disastrous events that were to end in 
the subversion of his throne, in the slaughter of his family, and 
the deluging of his country with the blood of his people. You 
can not but remember that at a time when we had scarcely 
a regular soldier for our defense — when the old and young 
were alarmed and terrified with apprehensions of a descent 
upon our coasts — that Providence seemed to have worked a. 
sort of miracle ia our favor. You saw a hand of armed men 
come forth at the great call of nature, of honor, and their coun- 
try ; you saw m.en of the greatest wealth and rank ; yon saw 
every class of the community give up its members, and send 
them armed into the field to protect the public and private 
tranquillity of Ireland : it is impossible for any man to turn 
back to tbat period without reviving those sentiments of ten- 
derness and gratitude which then beat in the public bosom ; 
to recollect amid what applause, what tears, what prayers, 
what benedictions, they walked forth among spectators, agi- 
tated by the mingled sensations of terror and of reliance, of 
danger and of protection, imploring the blessings of heaven 
upon their heads, and its conquest upon their swords. That 
illustrious, and adored, and abused body of men stood forward 
and assumed the title, which I trust the ingratitude of their 
country will never blot from its history — the voluhteehs of 

IHELAND." 

ON THE NATIONAL REPRB8EHTATI0N. 

" Gentlemen, the representation of our people is the vital 
pinciple of their political existence ; without it, they are dead, 
01 they live only to servitude ; without it, there are two es- 
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tates acting upon and against tbe third, instead of acting in 
co-operation with it ; without it, if the people aie oppressed 
by their judges, where is the tribunal to which their judges 
can be amenable ? without it, if they are trampled upon and 
plundered by a minister, where is the tribunal to which the 
ofiender shall be amenable ? without It, where is the ear to 
hear, or the heart to feel, or the hand to rediesB their suffer- 
iogs ? Shall they be found, let me ask you, in the accursed 
bands of imps and minions that bask in theii disgrace, and 
iatten upon their spoila, and flourish upon their ruin? Ent 
let me not put this to you as a merely speculative question : 
it is a plain question of fact. Rely on it, physical man is 
every where the Bame : it is only the various operation of 
moral causes that gives variety to the social or individual char- 
acter or condition. How otherwise happens it that modem 
slavery looks quietly at the despot on the very spot where 
Leouidas expired ? The answer is, Sparta has not changed 
hei climate, but she has lost that government which her lib- 
erty could not survive." 

UNIVEEaAL EMANCIPATION. 
" This paper, gentlemen, insists on tbe necessity of emanci- 
pating the Catholics of Ireland; and that Is charged as part 
of the libel. If they had waited another year — if they had 
kept this prosecution impending for another year, how much 
would tetnain for a jury to decide upon, I should be at a loss 
to discover. It seems as if the progress of public information 
was eating away the ground of the prosecution. Since its 
commencement, this part of the libel has unluckily received 
the sanction of the Legislature. In that interval our Catholic 
brethren have reobtained that admission which, it seems, it 
was a Ubel to propose. In what way to account for this I am 
really at a loss. Have uiy alairos been occasioned by (he 
emancipation of out Catholic brethren ? Has the bigoted ma- 
lignity of any individual been crushed ? Or has the stability 
of the government ot that of the country been weakened ) Os 
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is one milUcm of nul^jecta stronger tlun finir millionB ? Do jrou 
think that the benefit they have received should be poisoned 
by the sting of vengeance 1 If you think bo, you must say to 
them, You have demanded emancipation, and you have got it ; 
hat we abhoi you peiaons ; ve aia outraged at your Buccesi, 
and vre will stigmatize by a ctiminal pToeecution the advisei 
d" that relief which you have obtained fimm the voice of your 
country. I ask you, do you think, as honest men anxious for 
the public tionquillity, conscious that there are wounds not 
yet completely cicatrized, that you ought to speak this lan- 
guage at this time to men who are very much disposed to think 
that, in this very emancipation, they have been saved from 
their own Parliament by the humanity of theii sovereign % 
Oc do yon wish to prepare them for the revocation of these 
improvident concessions ? Do you think it wise or humane 
at this moment to insult them, by sticking np in a pillory the 
man who dared to stand forth as their advocate t I put it to , 
your oaths : Do you think that a blessing of that kind— that 
a victory obtained by justice over bigotry and oppression, should ' 
have a stigma cast upon it by an ignominions sentence upon 
men bold enough and honest enough to propose that measure ; 
to propose the redeeming of reUgion from the abneei of the 
Church, the redaiming of three millions of men from bondage, 
uid giving liberty to all who had a right to demand it ; giv- 
ing, I say, in the so much censuKd words of this paper — giving 
' universal emancipation.' 

" I speak in the spirit of the British law, which makes li}^ 
erty commensurate with, and inseparable from, British soil — 
which proclaims even to the stranger and tlie sojourner, the - 
moment he sets his loot upon British earth, that the ground 
on which he treads is holy, and consecrated by the genius of 
universal emancipation. No matter in what language his 
doom may have been pronounced — no matter what complex- 
ion, incompatible with freedom, an Indian or an African sua 
may have burned upon him — no matter in what disaabvua 
battle tfaa htim of his liberty may have been cloven down— 
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no matter with what Bolemnities he may have been deToted 
upon the altar of slavery — the moment he touches the sacred 
eoil of Britain, the altar and the god auik together in the dust ; 
hia soul walks abroad in il3 own majesty ; his body swells be- 
yond the measure of his chains, which burst from around 
him, and he stands redeemed, r^enerated, and disenthralled 
by the irresistible genius of oniversal emancipatiok." 

(The loud and irrepreKsible acelamations of aU within hear- 
ing here interrupted Mr. Curran, When, after a long intei^ 
val, the enthusiasm had in some d^iee subsided, he thus 
modestly alluded to the incident.) 

" Gentlemen, I am not such a fool as to ascribe any effu- 
sion of this sort to any merit of mine. It is the mighty 
theme, and not the inconsiderable advocate, that can excite 
interest tn the bearer ; what you hear is but the testimony 
which nature bears to her own character ; it is the efiiisiMi 
of her gratitude to that Power whioh stamped that character 
upon her." 

PERORATION. 

" Upon this subject, therefore, credit me when I say I am 
still more anxious for you than I can possibly be for him. 
Not the jury of hia own choice, which the law of England 
allows, but which ours refuses, collected in that box by a per- 
son certainly no friend to Mr. Rowan — certainly not very 
deeply interested in giving him a very impartial jury. Feel- 
ing this, aa I am persuaded you do, you can not bo surprised, 
however you may be distressed, at the mournful presage with 
which an anxious public is led to fear the worst from your 
possible determination. But 1 will not, for the justice and 
honor of our common country, suffer my mind to be home 
away by such melancholy anticipation. I will not relinquish 
the confidence that this day will be the period of his suffer- 
ings ; and, however mercilessly he has been hitherto pursued. 
that your verdict will send him home to the aims of his fam- 
ily and the wishes of his country. But if, which Heaven 
forbid ! it hath stUl been unfortunately determined, that be- 
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pause he has not beat to power and aufhorily, becELUEO he 
would not bow down before the golden calf and worship it, 
he is to be bound and cast into the furnace, I do trust ia 
God there is a redeeming spirit in the Constitution which will 
be seen to walk witb tbe sufierei through the flames, and to 
preserve him unhurt by the conflagration." 

When Mr. Curran terminated this magnificent exertion, 
tbe xmiversal shout of the audience testified its enthusiasm. 
He used to relate a ludicrous incident which attended his de- 
parture from court af^er the trial. His path was instantly 
beset by the populace, who were bent on chairing him. He 
implored — he entreated — all in Tain. At length, assuming 
an air of authority, he addressed those nearest to him : " I 
desire, gentlemen, that you will desist." " I laid great em- 
phasis," says Curran, " on the word ' desist,' and put on my 
best suit of dignity. However, my nest neighbor, a gigantic, 
brawny chairman, eyeing me, witb a somewhat contemptuous 
afiection, from top to toe, bellowed out to his companion, 
'Arrah, blood and turf! Pat, don't mind the httle cratore; 
here, pitch him up this minute upon my showlder.' " Pat 
did as he was desired ; the " little erature" was carried, no- 
lens valens, to hia carriage, and drawn home by an applaud- 
ing populace. It was a great treat to hear Curran describe 
this scene, and act it. 

The next trial of any consequence which I find on record 
is that of tbe Rev. William Jackson, for high treason, in the 
year 1794. No indictment for this oflense had been prefer- 
red in Ireland for a century. In four years more the execu- 
tioner had abundant compensation. Jackson's history is not 
without its interest, and in some degree connects itself with 
Eflwan'a. He was a clergyman of the Church of England, 
and arrived in Dubhn on a treasonable mission from the 
Conjmittee of Pubhc Safety, then sitting in Paris. Having 
been formerly secretary to the Duchess of Kingston, he wrote 
her letters in the celebrated correspondence with Foote the 
actor. In her house he made tbe acquaintance of her attoi- 
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ney, a Mr. Cockaigne, and, unhappily for himself, novr re- 
newed that acquaintance on hie paisage through London. 
It was my lot in after hfo to have had a lingular interview 
with this man. Somewhere about the year 1822, aitei I had 
been some short time at the English bar, a tall and venerable 
figure entered my chamberE with a briel^ which he presented 
with much courtesy. There was something, however, un- 
usual in his manner. He lingered and hesitated, and seemed 
as if doubtful what to do. At taut it was all explained. 
" To tell you the truth, sir," said he, " I have ventured to 
make this brief the medium of an introduction to you. Some 
occurrences took place in Dublin many years ago with whteh 
I was mixed up, and as you may have heard of them, per- 
haps you will permit me to give my explanation — my name 
is Cockaigno !" I felt for the moment as if Btunned. The 
man had long been matter of history to me. I had thought 
him in his grave. Yet there he stood, the survivor of his 
victim and his patron, still living on the wages that had pur- 
chased life I I had hardly nerve enough to say to him, " Sir, 
when I tell you that I was the intimate friend of Mr. Cur- 
ran, and often spoke with him on the wretched Jackson's 
fate, you must see the inutility of any explanation." He ut- 
tered not a syllable, and left the room. Jackson was in dif- 
ficulties, and, it was said, had received relief from Cockaigne ; 
hence arose an intimacy. He revealed the treasonable mis- 
sion to his friend, and his friend revealed it to the minister. 
Mr. Pitt desired Cockaigne to accompany Jackson on his em- 
bassy, to encourage his confidence, and treasure up its fruils. 
It was during Rowan's imprisonment that they arrived iu 
Ireland, and by Macnally, a barrister (who had known Jack- 
son), they were introduced to him in Newgate, and also to 
Theobald Wolfe Tone. The plans of Jackson Were discussed 
among them, and Tone consented to proceed to Franco, ac- 
credited by Jackson to the committee, in order to disclose the 
state of Ireland, and discuss the pohey of a French invasion. 
The officiousness of Cockaigne, however, seems to have alarm- 
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oA Tone, and he resigned his mission with the shrewd remark, 
" This bu.^ine^ is one thing for us Icishmen, but the Eiiglish- 
man who embarks ia it must be a traitor one way or the 
other." Mr. William Curran, in his very admirable life of 
his father, relates a baleful anecdote of this man. Macnally, 
counsel in most of the high-treason cases, entertained the 
Blrangera at dinner. The conversation was getting impru- 
dent, when the butler, beckoning his master out of the room, 
■warned him to be careful, " for, sir, the strange gentlcmatt 
who seems to be asleep is not so, hut carefully listening te 
every thing that is said, for I have seen his eye glistening 
through the fingers with which he is covering his face." This 
was Cockaigne I in the midst of conviviality lying in wait 
for life. At length Tone drew up a paper for the French 
committee, detailing the actual state of Ireland. This was 
copied and given to Jackson, who intrusted it to Cockaigne 
to put in the post, under cover, to a confidant at Hamburg. 
The pear was now ripe. The traitor having given the signal 
to head-quarters, he was himself arrested, and the farce waa 
performed of his examination by the Privy Council. This of 
course was a blind, but proved so effectual, that ai\er Jack- 
son's arrest, which ensued immediately, he and B.owan re- 
ceived Cockaigne's condolatory viat in prison, and beard and 
believed his Ijiendly protestations. Jackson, after twelve 
months' imprisonment, was tried and convicted of high treason 
on the evidence of the wngle witness Cockaigne I Mr. Cur- 
ran on this occasion, and subsequently on others, so ably aitd 
eloquently denounced the injustice of convicting for high trea- 
son in Ttelaud on the evidence of one witness, whereas two 
were requisite in England, that the law has since been assim- 
ilated in both countries,' When Jackson was called up for 
judgment, a very melancholy scene ensued. His appearance 
in the dock, from the moment of his entrance, indicated ex- 
treme indisposition. Gradually becoming worse and worse 
during the addresses of Messrs. Curran and Ponsonbjr, his coua- 

• TowMSKN»'a Modern Slate Triali. 
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Eel, he at last aank down exhausted. Lord Clonmel, seeing 
it, said, " If the prisoner is inBensible, it is impossible for me 
to pronounce judgment on him." A medical man, who hap- 
pened to he in court, was requested to examine the prisoner. 
Having done bo, he declared that he was dying. Being sworn, 
his evidence was taken. 

LosD Clonhel. " Are you a professional man ?" 

Mr. Kinsley. "I am an apothecary." 

Lord Clonhel. " Can you speak with certainty of the 
state of the prisoner ?" 

Mr. Kinsley. " I can. He is verging to eternity." 

Lord Clonhel. " Do you think him capable of hearing 
aia judgment V 

Mr. KiNSLET. " I do not think he can." 

Lord Clonmel. "Then he must he taken away. Take 
care that in his removal no miEchief he done. Let him be 
remanded until further orders ; and I believe it as much for 
hiH advantage as for all of yours that we adjourn the court." 

Jackson icas dead .' 

Lord Clonhel. "Let an inquest, and a respectable one, 
ha held on the body. You should carefully inquire by what 
means he died." 

The body lay all night in the dock, and next day a jury 
found that he had taken poison. There could have been no 
doubt of it. Soon after he appeared the day before, seeing 
Mr. MacnaJly pass, he grasped his hand, and iaintly whisper- 
ed, " We have deceived the senate." Several sentences from 
the Psalms, indicating his danger and his affliction, were found 
copied on a sheet of paper in his pocket. An anecdote is re- 
lated of this unfortunate man during bis imprisonment, which 
it- would be an injustice to his memory to suppress. It is re- 
lated in the Life of Curran hy his son, and also in MacNevin's 
Pieces of Irish history. The government of the day allowed 
him every indulgence, books, writing materials, and the so- 
ciety of friends. 1 record it with pleasure. On the approach 
of his trial, a companion remained with him to a late hour ; 
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Jack'Bon accompanied him on his way out as &t as the wait- 
ing-room of the jailer. He was fast asleep in his arm-chair, 
his keys lying beside him ! " Poor fellow," eaid Jackson, " let 
tis not disturb him. I have given him already too much 

■ trouble." He took the keys and let his companion out. The 
door was open to himself. " I could do it," he said, " but 
what would be the eonBcquence to you, and to the poor fellow 
who has been so kind to me t No ; let me rather meet my 
fate," He replaced the keys without awakening his keeper, 
and returned to his apartment. Contrast this with Cockaigne ! 
Here is Mr. Curran's account of him : 

*' Gentlemen of the Jury — I am scarcely justified in having 

■ trespassed so long. It is a narrow case. It is the case of a 
man charged with the most penal ofiense ; and by whom? 
By one witness. And who is he ? A man, stating to you 
that he comes from another country, provided with a pardon 
for treasons committed, not in G-reat Britain, but in this king- 
dom here — of Irdand. Have you ever been upon a jury be- 
fore t Did you ever hear of a man sacrificing his life to the 
law of the country upon the testimony of a single witness ; 
and that single witness, by his own confession, an accomplice 
in the crime ? What 1 is character made the subject of sup- 
port ? Take his own vile evidence for his character : he was 
the traitor to his client. And what think you of his charac- 
ter ? He was the spy that hovered round his friend, and 
snuffed his blood, and coveted the price that was to be given 
him for shedding it I He was the man who yielded to the tie 
of three oaths of allegiance, to watch and be the setter of his 
client — lo earn the bribe of government — secure with his par- 
don already in his pocket. He was to put letters in the post- 
office — to do what be staled himself pressed upon his mind. 
the conviction that he was liable to the penalties of treason ; 
and this very act did he do from the obligation of three oaths 
of allegiance. Was he aware of his crime 7 his pardon tells 
it. "Was he aware of the turpitude of his character ? yes ; 
he brought a witness to BUpjMTt it ; knowing that it was bad, 
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he came provided with an antidote Is it a man of that kind 

— his pardon in his pocket — his bribe not yet within his pocket 
until you, by your verdict, shall Bay he is worthy of it ! — is it 
Buch a man whose evidence shall take away his fellow-crea- 
ture's life ? He came over to be a spy — to be a tiiutor — to 
get a pardon, and to get a reward ; although, if you believe 
him, it was to be all common agreeable work, to be paid Ibr, 
like his other ordinary business, by the day, or by the sheet. 
He was to be paid so much a day for ensnaring and murdering 
his client and liis friend ! Do you think the man deserving 
of credit who can do such things ? No, gentlemen of the 
jury : I have stated the circumstances by which, in my opin- 
ion, the credit of Mr. Cockaigne should be as nothing in yoiir 
eyes." 

The next reported speech of any importance is that in de- 
fense of Mr. Feter Finnerty, for a hbel on Lord Camden's ad- 
ministration. Finnerty was the publisher of a newspaper 
called the I'ress, to which the most distinguished literary 
characters of the opposition of that day contributed. I have 
every reason to believe that Mr. Curran himself was among 
the number. Thomas Moore's first production appeared in it. 
The immediate circumstaiices in which the prosecution orig- 
inated were these : A person of the name of William Orr had 
been tried and convicted at a preceding assizes of Carrickfei^ 
gus, before Lord Avonraore, for administering an unlawful 
oath. Some of the jury who tried Orr were induced subse- 
quently to make an affidavit, declaring that they were intox- 
icated when they agreed to their verdict, and beseeching that 
mercy might be extended to the convict. The memorial was 
transmitted to the Castle ; Orr was several times respited ; 
but, after the mature deliberation of the Privy Council, the 
law was aliowed to take its course, and he was, accordingly, 
executed. His fate excited great interest at the time, and 
the circumstances attending it underwent much discussion. 
A letter, bearing the signature of It^rcus, appeared in tha 
JPress upon the subject, couched in very indignant and very 
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eloquent language. Mr. Finnetty w&s indicted ae publisher, 
tried, convicted, and pilloried in consequence. The result, 
however, was considered very far from discreditable to htm, 
and hia punishment was regarded as a sort of penal triumph. 
He was accompanied bj- eome of the leading men in the coun- 
try, and repeatedly and enthuaiasticaliy cheered by the popu- 
lace. The political feeling of the day was strongly in his fa- 
vor. The trial on which hia paper had descanted was, in the 
mildest parlance, a very singular one ; and, more than all, it 
was generally, and I believe truly, understood that Mr. Fiu- 
nerty might have averted the prosecution from himself by 
surrendering Marcus up to the vengeance of the government, 
This, however, his principles restrained htm from doing ; and 
hie highly honorable determination converted, in the estima- 
tion of many, the convict into the martyr. Mr. Curran, who 
managed his defense, was not aahanied of his intimacy, and, 
to my knowledge, held him, to the day of his death, in a very 
high degree of estimation. Finnerty was one of the few ad- 
mitted to his funeral. When a atudent at the Temple, I 
made his acquaintance. He was an unquestionable original. 
On the expiration of his imprisonm^it he migrated to London, 
and got an engagement on the Morning Chronicle as a re- 
porter. It was a prudent journey : his constitution would 
never have been proof againat the Irish climate of '98, Peter 
was a man horn to trouble, and most pertinaciouBly did he 
work out his mission. Libel was the pabulum aa which he 
fed from hia cradle, Not satisfied with his Irish laurels, he 
twice tempted, of all men in the world. Sir Vioary Gibba, 
during his attorney generalship I a man at whose very name 
even compositors trembled. But Peter feared not. Hie first 
essay was a pamphlet on the case of Major Hogan, lefleotmg se- 
verely on the Duke of York as commander-in-chief. Through 
his interest with the press, he had copious extraots from it 
published in the daily jouinals, in consequence of which so 
less than eighteen persona — printers, proprietors, and editors — ■ 
were under pioaecution at the same time ! He bad favored 
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them, as friends, with the very earliest copies — a fatal prior- 
ity. Such, at least, it most assuredly would have proved, had 
not the Wardle iavestigation opportunely averted the prose- 
cutioDB. His next eiperiment, however, was not quite so for- 
tunate. Having accompanied the Walcheren expedition to 
supply the Chromcle with iuteUigence, his bulletins induced 
the goveniment to ship him home in a man-of-war. This he 
imputed to Xiord Castlereagh, and libeled him accordingly. 
As well as I recollect, he pleaded guilty, reserving all his en- 
ergies for the day on which he was called up for judgment. 
It was a day indeed ! In the interval, between his plea and 
it, he had revisited his native boU and returned ladeo with a 
hundred libels on his prosecutor, duly authenticated by the 
oaths of his sympathizing countrymen — the lucky survivors of 
'98. These be meant to use in mitigation of punishment. 
Well, indeed, might the amazed Sir Vicary denounce the at- 
tempt as an outrage on a court of justice ! After an inefiect- 
ual remand for the purpose of correcting his documents, Peter 
produced them again in all their native freshness — not a sen- 
tence faded, or a syllable curtailed. Hour after hour, against 
the united opposition of both beach and bar, did he battle for 
tbeir reception. Shrewd, intrepid, unabashed, he retorted sar- 
casm, and met menace with defiance. " I thought, sir," said 
Lord EUenboiough, " we sent you to prison for a week, that 
you might amend these affidavits." "He'd not mend them 
in a month," said Garrow, loudly. " Much more quickly," re- 
plied Peter, "than you could mend your manners." Peter 
boasted a classical education. He had gone, according to him- 
self, as far in Latin— as Ettdid. On this day his eruditioa 
was inexhaustible. As scrap after scrap of threadbare axioms 
was paraded, the chief justice used to growl, "Oh, what a 
waste of time !" At last, in allusion to Castlereagh's employ- 
ing an agent for some purpose, he exclaimed, " But that sha'n't 
save him. You know the proverb, my lords : 
" ' Qui facit per aliam fecit per se ;' " 
es. a matter of course, mispronouncing aUum. Lord £Uea- 
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borough condescended to set him right ; but in the tone and 
manner of his critic, ho ungratefully growled, "Oh, what a, 
waste of time !" "Pronounce it as you like, nry lord, isn't 
tJie EngUslt of it the same ?" Never, to he sure, was greater 
eflrontery witnessed. The day ended in his departure for 
Lincoln Castle on a visit of eighteen months. The whole 
ecene, however, was graphically depicted in the Times of the 
next morning ; and the ready talent, and the dauntless cour- 
age which it displayed, despite of all drawbacks, obtained lor 
Finnerty a public subscription of two thousand pounds. He 
had a singular habit of talking to himself. A friend remarked 
upon it to him one day : " Why," said he, " to tell you the 
truth, I always fancy myself under prosecution, and am mak- 
ing my defense." Mr. Curran much respected him for his 
manly refusal to betray the trust reposed iu him, daring all 
consequences rather than do so. "When reproached with the 
pillory in the Court of King's Bench by Gibbs, Finnetty re- 
plied that it was " the proudest hour of his life." Be tliat as 
it may, now that the political strife of the day baa passed 
away, many, perhaps, will think that Orr's treatment imper- 
atively called for coimnentary. The first extract from Mr. 
Curran's speech will place the whole narrative before the read- 
er, and, if I mistake not, before our latest posterity. There 
are passages in this speech unsurpassed in our language. 



" Gentlemen, Mr. Attorney General has been pleased to 
open another battery upon this publication, which I do trust 
I shall silence, unless I flatter myself too much in supposing 
that hitherto my resistance has not been ntterly unsuccessful. 
He abuses it for the foul and insolent familiarity of its address. 
I do clearly understand his idea : he considers the freedom of 
the press to be the hcense of ofiering that paltry adulation 
which no man ought to stoop to utter or to hear ; he supposes 
the freedom of the press ought to be like the freedom of a. 
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Ibg's jester, who, instead of reproving the faults of whrch 
majesty ought to be ashamed, is base and cunning enough, un- 
der the mask of servile and adulatory censure, to stroke down 
and pamper those vices of which it is foolish enough to he vain. 
Be would not have the press presume to tell the viceroy that 
the prerogative of mercy is a trust for the benefit of the sub- 
ject, and not a gaudy feather stuck into the diadem to shake 
in the wind, and by the waving of the gay plumage to amuse 
the vanity of the wearer. He would not Lave it said to him 
that the discretion of the crown as to mercy is Hke the discre- 
tion of a court of justice as to law ; and that in the one ca^e 
as well aa the other, wherever the propriety of the exercise of 
it appears, it is equally a matter of right. He would have 
the press all fierceness to the people, and all sycophancy to 
power ; he would have it consider the mad and phrenetic de- 
populations of authority like the awfu! and inscrutable dis- 
pensations of Providence, and say to the unfeeling and des- 
potic despoiler in the blasphemed and insulted language of 
religious resignation, ' The Lord hath given, and the Lord 
hath taken away ; blessed be the name of the Lord I" But 
let me condense the generality of the learned gentleman's in- 
Tedtive into questions that you can conceive. Does he mean 
that the air of this publication is rustic and uncourtly 1 Does 
he mean to say that when Marcus presumed to ascend the 
steps of the Castle, and to address the viceroy, he did not turn 
out his toes as he ought to have done ? But, gentlemen, you 
are not a jury of dancing-masters. Or does the gentleman 
mean that the language is coarse and vulgar ? If this be his 
complaint, my client has but a poor advocate. I do not pre- 
tend to be a mighty grammarian or a formidable critic ; but 
I would beg leave to suggest to you, in serious humility, that 
a free press can be supported only by 'the ardtir of men who 
feel the prompting sting of real or supposed capacity ; who 
write from the enthusiasm of virtue or the ambition of praise, 
and over whom, if you exercise the rigor of a grammatical 
censorship, you will inspire them with as mean an opinion of 
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your integrity i.» your wisdom, and inevitably drive them fcom 
their post ; and if you do, rely upon it, you will' reduce ths 
spirit of publicatioD, and with it the preKS of thia country, to 
what it for a long interval has been, the register of biitha, and 
fairs, and funerals, and the general abuse of the people and 
their friends. 

" But, gentlemen, in order to bring this charge of insolence 
and vulgarity to the test, let me ask you whether you know 
of any language which could have adequately described the 
idea of mercy denied when it ought to have been granted, or 
of any phrase vigorous enough to convey the indignation which 
an honest man would have felt upon such a subject t Let 
me beg of you for a. moment to suppose tbat any one of yon 
had been the writer of this very severe expostulation with the 
viceroy, and that you had been the witness of the whole prog- 
lesa of this never-to-be-forgotten catastrophe. Let me sup- 
pose that you had known the charge upon which Mr. Orr was 
apprehended — the charge of abjuring that bigotry which hod 
torn and disgraced his country, of pledging himself to restore 
the people of his country to their place in the constitution, and 
of binding himself never to be the betrayer of his fellow-labor- 
ers in that enterprise — that you had seen him upon that charge 
removed from his industry, and confined in a jail — that, 
through the slow and lingering progress of twelve tedious 
months, you have seen him confined in a dungeon, shut out 
from the common use of air and of his own limbs — that day 
after day you had marked the unhappy captive, cheered by ^ 
sound but the cries of his family or the clinking of chains — ■ 
that you had seen him at last brought to his trial — that you 
had seen the vile and perjured informer deposing against his 
life — that you had seen the drunken, and worn-out, and terri- 
fied jury give in a verdict of death — that you had seen the 
jury, when their returning sobriety had brought back their 
consciences, prostrate themselveH before the humanity of the 
- bench, and pray that the mercy of the crown might save their 
characters fjrom the reproach of an iavoluntftry crime, their 
H2 
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consciences &om the torture «f eternal self-condeimiation, and 
theii Bouls from tbe indelible stain of innocent blood. Let me 
Buppose tbat you had seen tbe respite given, and that contrite 
and honest recommendation transmitted to tbat seat wbeie 
mercy ncaa preaumed to dwell — that new and unheard-of crimes 
are discoveted gainst tbe informer — that tbe royal mercy 
seems to relent, and tbat a new respite is sent to the prisoner 
— tbat time is taken, as the learned counsel for the crown has 
expressed it, to see whether meroy could be extended or not — 
that after tbat period of lingering deliberation passed, a third 
respite ia transmitted — that the unhappy captive himself feels 
the cheering hope of being restored to a family he adored, to a 
character he bad never stained, and to a country that he bad 
over loved — that you had seen his wife and children upon their 
knees, giving those tears to gratitude which their locked and 
frozen hearts could not give to anguish and despair, and im- 
ploring the blessings of Providence upon his bead who bad 
graciously spared the father, and restored him to bis children 
— that you had seen the olive-branch sent into bis bttle ark, 
but no edgn that the waters had subsided. 

" < Alas ! nor wife, nor cbilJrea mors 
Shall he behold, nor friends, nor sacred home '.' 
No seraph mercy unbars his dungeon, and leads bim forth to 
light and life, but the minister of death hurries bim to tbe 
scene of siifTering and of shame, where, unmoved by tbe hos- 
tile array of artillery and armed men collected together to se- 
cure, or to Insult, or to disturb him, he dies with a solemn dec- 
laration of bis innocence, and utters his last breath in a prayer 
for the liberty of his country. Let me now ask you, if any of 
you had addressed the public ear upon so foul and monstrous 
a subject, in what language would you have conveyed the feel- 
ings of horror and indignation ? Would you have stooped to 
the meanness of qualified complaint t Would you have been 
mean enough — But I entreat your forgiveness — I do not 
think meanly of you. Had I thought so meanly of you, I 
could not sufier my mind to commune with you as it has done. 
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Had I thought you that base and vile instiument, attuned by 

hope and by fear into discord and falsehood, from whose vulgat 
Btring DO groan of suHering could vibrate, no voice of honor or 
iulegrity could speak, let me honestly tell you I should have 
scorned to fling my hand across it — I should have left it to a 
fitter minstrel. If I do not, therefore, grossly err in my opin- 
ion of you, I could use no language, upon such a subject as 
this, that must not lag behind the rapidity of your feelings — 
and that would not disgrace these feelings in attempting to 
describe them. Gentlemen, I am not unconscious that the 
learned counsel for the crown seemed to address you with a 
confidence of a very diilerent kind ; he seemed to expect a 
kind of respectful sympathy from you with the feelings of the 
Castle, and the griefs of chided authority. Perhaps, gentle- 
men, he may know you better than I do. If he does, he has 
spoken to you as he ought ; he has been right in telling you 
that, if the reprobation of this writer is weak, it isbecause his 
genius could not make it stronger ; he has been right in telling 
you that his language has not been braided and festooned' as 
elegantly as it might ; that he has not pinched the miserable 
plaits of his phraseology, nor placed his patches and feathers 
with that correctness of millinery which became so exalted a 
person. If you agree with him, gentlemen of the jury — if you 
think that the man who ventures, at the hazard of his own 
life, to rescue from the deep the drowning honor of his coun- 
try, must not presume upon the guilty familiarity of plucking 
it by the locks, I have no mote to say. Do a courteous thing. 
Upright and honest jurors, And a civil and obliging verdict 
against the printer. And when you have done so, march 
through the ranks of your fellow-citizens to your own homes, 
and bear their looks as they pass along ; retire to the bosom 
of your families, and when you are presidbg over the morality 
of the parental board, tel! your children, who are to be the fu- 
ture men of Ireland, the history of this day. Form their young 
minds by your precepts, and confirm those precepts by your 
own example. Teach them how discreetly allegiutce may bo 
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perjured on the table, or loyalty be foresworo io the jury-box. 
And when you have done bo, tell them the dtory of Orr — tell 
them of his captivity, of his children, of his crime, of his hopes, 
of his disappointments, of his courage, and of his death. And 
■when you find your little hearers hanging upon your lips, when 
you see their eyes overflow jvith sympathy and sorrow, and 
their young hearts bursting with the pangs of anticipated or- 
phanage, tell them that you had the boldness and the justice 
to stigmatize the monster who had dared to puUisIt the trans- 
action .'" 

ON THE PEOSECUTIONS AGAIN3T THE FRE33. 

" The learned counsel has been pleased to say that he 
coiuea forward, in this prosecution, as the real advocate for 
the liberty of the press, and to protect a mild and merciful 
government from its licentiousness ; and he has been pleased 
to add that the Constitution can never be lost while its free- 
dom remains, and that its licentiousness alone can destroy 
that freedom. As to that, gentlemen, he might as well have 
said that there is only one mortal disease of which a man can 
die. It can die tbe death inflicted hy tyranny ; and when he 
comes forward to extinguish this paper in tbe ruin of the 
printer by a state prosecution, in order to prevent its dying 
of licentiousness, you must judge how candidly he is treating 
you, both in the fact and in the reasoning. Is it in Ireland, 
gentlemen, that we are told that there ia only one disease that 
can he mortal to the press 1 Has he heard of nothing else 
that may be fatal to the ireedom of publication I I know not 
whether the printer of the Northern Star may have heard 
of such things in his captivity, but I know that his wife and 
children are well apprised that a press may be destroyed in 
the open day, not by its own licentiousness, but by the licen- 
tiousness of a miUtary force. As to the sincerity of the dec- 
laration that tbe state has prosecuted in order to assert the 
Ireedom of the press, it staits a train of thought, of melan- 
choly iBttospect und direful pcoapeot, to which I did not think 
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tliat the learned counsel would have wished to comnuf your 
minds. It leads you naturally to reflect at what times, from 
what motives, and with what consequences, the government 
has displayed its patriotism hy prosecutions of this sort. As 
to the motives, does history give you a single instance ia 
which the state has heen provoked to these conflicts, except 
by the fear of truth and by the love of vengeance ? Have 
you ever seen the rulers of any country bring forward a pros- 
ecution, from motives of filial piety, for libels upon their de- 
parted ancestors ? Do you read that Elizabeth directed any 
of these state prosecutions against the libels which the divines 
of her time had vrritlen against her Catholic sister, or against 
the other libels which these same gentlemen had written 
against her Protestant father 1 No, gentlemen, we read of 
no such thing ; but we know she did bring forward a prose- 
cution from motives of personal resentment, and we know 
that a jury was found time-serving and mean enough to give 
a verdict which she was ashamed to carry into effect. I said 
the learned counsel drew you back to the times that have 
been marked by these miserable conflicts, I see you turn your 
thoughts to the reign of the second James. I see you turn, 
your eyes to those pages of governmental abandonment, of 
popular degradation, of expiring liberty, and merciless and 
sanguinary persecution — to that miserable period in which 
the fallen and abject state of man might have heen almost 
an argument in the mouth of the atheist and the blasphemer 
against the existence of an all-just and an aU-wtse First Cause, 
if the glorious era of the Revolution that followed it had not 
refuted the impious inference, by showing that, if man de- 
scends, it is not in his own proper motion ; that it ia with 
labor and with pain ; and that he can continue to sink only 
■until, by the force and pressure of the descent, the spring of 
his immortal faculties acquires that recuperative energy and 
effort that hurries him as many miles aloft — he sinks, but to 
rise again. It is at that period that the state seeks for shel- 
ter in the destruction of the press : it is in a period like that 
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that the tyrant prepares for an attack upon the people, by de- 
stroying the liberty of the press — hy taking away that shield 
of ■wisdom and of virtue, behind which the people are invul- 
nerable — in ■whose pure and polished convex, ere the lifted 
blow has fallen, he beholds his own image, and is turned into 
stone. It is at those periods that the honest man dares not 
speak, because truth is too dreadful to be told ; it is then hu- 
manity has BO ears, because humanity has no tongue. It is 
then the proud man scorns to speak, but, like a physician baf- 
fled by the ■wayward oscesscs of a dying patient, retires indig- 
nantly trom the bed of an unhappy wretch, whose ear is too 
fastidious to bear the sound of wholesome advice, whose palate 
is too debauched to bear the salutary bitter of the medicine 
that might redeem him, and therefore leaves him to the felo- 
nious piety of the slaves that talk to him of life, and strip him 
beibre he is eold." 

ON THE EMPLOYMENT OP INFORMERS, 
" I tell you, therefore, gentlemen of the jury, it is not with 
respect to Mr. Orr that your verdict is now sought ; you are 
called upon, on your oaths, to say that the government is wise 
and merciful ; that the people are prosperous and happy ; 
that military law ought to be continued ; that the British 
Constitution could not with safety be restored to this country ; 
and that the statements of a contrary import, hy your advo- 
cates in either country, are libelous and false. I tell you 
these ate the questions ; and, I ask you, can you have the 
front to give the eipected answer in the face of a community 
who know the contrary as well as you do J Let m.e ask you 
how yon could reconcile with such a verdict the jails, the 
tenders, the gibbets, the conflagrations, the murders, the proc- 
lamations, that we hear of every day in the streets, and see 
every day in the country? What are the processions of the 
learned counsel himself, circuit after circuit ? Merciful God ! 
What is the state of Ireland, and where shall you find the 
wretched inhabitant of the land ? You may find him, per- 
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haps, ia jail, the only place of security — I had almost said, of 
ardinarv habitation ; vou mav see liim flvinar bv the conSa- 
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combs of living death, where the wretch that is buried a. Bian 
liea till his heart has time to fester and dissolve, and is then 
dug up a witness. Is this fancy or is it fact t Have you 
not eeen him^after his resurrection Irom that tomb, afler hav- 
ing been dug out of the region of death and corruption, make 
his appearance upon the table,* the living image of life and 
of death, and the supreme arbiter of both ? Have you not 
marked, when he entered, how the stormy wave of the mul- 
titude retired at his approach 1 Have you not marked how 
the human heart bowed to the supremacy of his power in the 
undissembled homage of deferential honor? Hew his glance, 
like the lightning of heaven, seemed to rive the body of the 
accused, and mark it for the grave, while his voice warned 
the devoted wretch of woe and death — a death which no in- 
nocence can escape, no art elude, no force resist, no antidote 
prevent. There was an antidote — a juror's oath ; hut even 
that adamantine chain, which bound the integrity of mau to 
the throne of eternal justice, is solved and molten in the breath 
that issues from the informer's mouth; conscieiice swings 
from her mooring, and the appalled and affrighted juror con- 
sults his own safety in the surrender of his victim : 

" ' Et qoffi Bibi quisquo timebat, 

Onius in miseri esitiuro cooveraa tulere.' 

Informers are worshiped in the temple of justice even as the 
devil has been worshiped by pagans and savageS'^^ven so, in 
this wicked country, is the informer an object of judicial idol- 
atry — even so is he soothed by the music of human groans — 
even so is he placated and incensed by the fumes and by the 
blood of human sacrifices," 

Shortly after this trial, the year 1798, a year written ia 
blood in the annals of Ireland, arrived. Whether the account 
of the proceedings of government, as detailed by Mr. Curran 
in the preceding speech, be true, or whether the natural spirit 
of the Irish people led them to an unjustifiable discontent 

* In Irelniid, the wilneseeB give their eTidenca seated on a chair 
placed on the table. 
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against their rulers, it is not for me to decide ; but a rebellion 
■was now engendered, quite unparalleled in the ferocity of ita 
character. The people rose in great strength in different 
quarters, and a French invasion in some degree organized the 
exasperated rabble. It would be revolting to repeat, and 
perhaps impossible to convince the English reader of all the 
miseries which the violence of one party, and the fierce, un- 
spaiing, and unpitying reprisals of the other, inflicted during 
this frightful period. Military tribunals Buperseded law ; Bum- 
mary executions excluded mercy ; and rape, murder, torture, 
and conflagration, alternately depopulated and deformed the 
country. At such a season. Justice might be said not to have 
time to deliberate. Her victims were often denounced indis- 
criminately ; often selecteil by personal hatred or religious 
prejudice ; and too often desperately flung upon the pile rebel- 
lion lighted, in the hope that blood ipigbt drown ita conflagra- 
tion ! It was a tremendous scene ; government, on the one 
hand, terrified into desperation; sedition, on the other, prefer- 
ring death to endurance ; and, in the few intervals which fa- 
tigue, rather than humanity, created. Religion, waving aloft; 
her " fiery cross," and exciting her clans to a renewal of the 
combat ! The animosity rose at last to such a height, that 
political diflerenccs were almost considered as revolutionary 
symptoms ; and the man who dared be liberal seldom es- 
caped the imputation of being rebellious. The consequence 
was, that the principal political opponents of government re- 
tiied from the country. The Habeas Corpus Act was sus- 
pended, and the slightest suspicioua surmise was the prelude 
to a lingering imprisonment. Mr. Curran'n situation was at 
this period extremely critical. Many banisters were impli- 
cated in the political transactions of the day ; and his lan- 
guage, though always constitutional, had been always in a 
tone of high defiance. He was certainly marked out by the 
adherents of government as peculiarly obnoxious ; and many 
there were who would with pleasure have seen him ascend 
that scafibld which he was every day despoihng of its almost 



:,q,t,=cdbvCoOglc; 



186 CURRAN AND HIS CONTEMPORARIES. 

piedeEtined victims. It is said, indeed, Ihat he was at this 
lime indebted for Iiia security to the good Lord Kilwarden, 
who, irom the very infancy of his professional career, seems to 
have watched over him like a guardian angel. When attor- 
ney geueral he did all he could to detach Curran from hie 
party. The most tempting offers were made, accompanied 
by the most friendly admonitions ; Curran was deeply affect- 
ed by the kindness of his friend, but refused, at any price, to 
Eacvidce hia principles. If he was not to be tempted, he aa 
plainly proved that he was not to be intimidated. He stood 
holdiy and even indignantly forward, commencing what might 
be called a system of defensive denunciation. He advocated 
the accused ; he arraigned the government ; he thundered 
against the daily exhibition of torture ; he held up the in- 
tbrmers to universal execration ; and, at the hourly hazard of 
the bayonet or the dungeon, he covered the selected victim 
with the shield of the Constitution. It is at this period of hia 
professional career that the friend of liberty must delight to 
contemplate him. If he had not been, at least politically, as 
unstained as the ermine, he must have fallen a victim ; and, 
■with this consciousness, how nobly does he appear, wielding 
all the energies of law and eloquence in defense of the accused! 
Many there are who may still remember him rising in the 
midst of his military audience, only excited by the manifest 
indignation of their aspect to renewed and more undaunted 
effijrts. In every great case of high treason he was almost in- 
variably assigned as counsel ; and those who have throbbed 
with delight over the eloquence he exhibited, will grieve to 
hear that at that very time he was oppressed by serious per- 
sonal indisposition, and obliged to submit, in a few months af- 
ter, to a very severe surgical operation. On his way to Lon- 
don for that purpose, he paid a short visit to Donninglon 
Park, in Leicestershire, the seat of his noble friend. Lord 
Moira ; and the state of his mind may be inferred from the 
following beautiful relic, addressed by him, with a copy of 
Cardan's Irish airs, to the Lady Charlotte Eawdon : 
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" And she Ba.i(I unto her people, Lo ! he is a wanderer, and 
in sadness ; go, therefore, and give him food, that he be not 
hungry, and wine, that he be comforted. And they fed him, . 
and gave him wine, and hia heart was glad. And when he 
■was departing, he said unto her, I will give unto thee a book : 
it containetli the songs of the bards of Erin, uf the bards of 
the days that are gone. And these bards were prophets, and 
the griefs of the times to come were showed unto them, and 
their hearts were sore troubled, and their songs — yea, even the 
songs of their joy — were full of heaviness. This book, said 
he, will I give thee, and it shall be a memorial of the favors 
thou showedst unto me. And I will pray a prayer for thee, 
and it shall be heard, that thy days may be happy, and that, 
if sorrow should come unto thee, it may be only for a short 
time, and that thou mayeat find comfort, even as I have done ; 
so that thou mayest say, even as I have said, Truly I did not 
take heed unto my words when I said that I was as one with- 
out hope : surely I am not a wanderer, neither am I in a land 
of strangers," 

LmES WRITTEN IN A LEAF OF THE BOOK. 
"By die wBten of Babylon we eat down, tad wept wlien va nmambond tlwo 
O Sion," 
Caroinn ! thy happy love 
No Jealous doubts, no pang can prove ; 
Thy geDeroQB lard ia kind aa brave. 
He loves the bard and acornB the slave : 
And Charlotte deigas tn hear Iby lays. 
And pays thee not with thoughtless praise ; 
With flowery wreatha Iha cup is crowned. 
The frolic laugh, the song goes round ; 
The "hall of shells," the merry throng 
Demand thy mirth, deniand thy song i 
Her echoes wait to catch thy stmiu. 
And Bweotly give it back again. 
Then, happy bard i awake Ihy fire, 
Awake the hearl-ttriag of thy lyre, 
Invoke thy muse !— thy muse appears. 
Bat robed in sorrow, robed in tears ! 
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No blitheaoiae tale, alaa '. she tells, 

No gloriea of the hall of ehelU ; 

No jo^B aha ^hispera to thy laya, 

No note of love, no note of praisa, 

Bat to thy boding thought she shows 

The forms of Erin's future woes ; 

The wayward fetes thai crown the skve, 

That mar the ^se, that crush the brave 

The tyrant's frown, the patriot's doom. 

The mother's tears, the warrior's tomb. 

In vain would mirth inspire thy song, 

Grief heaves thine heail and clBlms thj tongoa-— 

The strain from jay to sadness turns, 

The bard weald laugh — the prophet mouma. 
He had, indeed, at this time fallen into the moat extreme 
dejection. His corporeal EufieringB acutely added to the dis- 
tress of his mind at the melancholy situation of his beloved 
country : he saw that country preyed upon hy the very -worst 
passions ; he felt himself Buspected because he ha.d done his 
duty i and he determined, should he survive his safferings and 
his fatigue, to abandon Ireland forever, and ask, as he said 
himself, a grave firom America. To this afterward happily- 
relinquished determination he thus beautifully alludes in his 
speech itt the case of Mr. Justice Johnston. 

" No, my lords, I have- no fear for the ultimate safety of my 
client. Even in these very acts of brutal violence which have ■ 
been committed against him, do I hail the flattering hope of 
final advantage to him ; and not only of Anal advantage to 
him, but of better days and more prosperous fortune for this 
afilicted country — that country of which I have so often aban- 
doned all hope, and which I have been so often determined to 
quitfwever. 

" ' Siepe vale dicto molla sum deinde locntna, 
Bt quasi discedens oscula summa dabam, 
Indnlgens animo, pes tardus erat.' 

" But I am reclaimed from that infidel despair. I am sat- 
isfied that, while a man is suffered to live, it is an intimatioo 
&om Piovideuce that he has some duty to discharge, which it 
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IS mean and criminal to decline. Had I been guilty of that 
ignominious flight, and gone to pine in the obscurity of some 
distant retreat, even in that grave I should have been haunt- 
ed by thoee passions by which my life had been agitated : 

" 'Quffi cura vivoB, eadem Bequitur tellure repoBWs.' 

And if the transactiona of this day had reached me, I feel 
how my heart would have been agonized by the shame of the 
desertion ; nor would my BufleringB haye been mitigated by a 
sense of the feebleness of that aid, or the smallness of that 
Ecrvice, which I could render or withdraw. They would have 
been aggravated by the consciousness that, however feeble or 
worthlesa they were, I should not have dared to thieve them 
from my country. I have repented — I have stayed — and I 
am at once rebuked and rewarded by the happier hopes which 
I now entertain." 

It is very fortunate that he was thus redeemed irom that 
infidel despair, for Eome of his finest flights of eloquence were 
delivered after that period. There are some, and only some, 
of these preserved, at least in a way to justify his reputation." 
Of others, indeed, by incessant labor, I have found some traces, 
but they are all stamped with the siu of the reporters. His 
flne oration against the Marquis of Headford shall be given 
entire as an Appendix, because its morality is so sublime, and 
its subject so interesting, that it would be a pity to mutilate 
what may be extensively useful. In a few years after this 
speech had been delivered, he was, strange to say, through the 
jocularity of a comjaon firiend, introduced to the noble defend- 
ant in St. James's Street. It is a mistake to suppose, as has 
been asserted, that he declined all advocacy in actions for 
criminal conversation from the period of his own domestic 
calamity down to that of the trial against Lord Headford. 
The fact is, in the very year preceding, he obtained one thou- 

* I bays reason to bellere that the speeches on Rowan's aod Fin- 
seit^'s triaU, and in the case of Massej c. Headlbrd, and the argumenM 
in the cases of Mr. Jostice Johnston and the Corpoiation of Dablin, 
v/etB, ctaneiei by himself, 
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Band pounds damages in the case of Fentland against Clarke. 
This case is not reported in. the printed voluittc, but it waa 
tried before Lord Avonniore, the very same judge who presid- 
ed on the-trial of Mr. Curran's own action. The chief argu- 
ment against him on that lamentable occasion was bis alleged 
inconstancy ; and there is a most curious passage in the speech 
before me, in which he takes occasion to anticipate that ground 
of defense, and leaves his own opinions on a subject on which, 
whether justly or unjustly, he was supposed to be so much in- 
terested. This speech is very little known, 

" There is a species of defense, which perhaps the gentle- 
men on the other side may attempt to set up^I mean that 
of recrimination ; and I have been led to think that acts of 
this kind proved against the husband ought not to prevent him 
from recovering damages for the seduction of his wife ; for the 
consequence arising from illicit connections is widely different 
with respect to the husband and the wife : casual revelry and 
immorality in the husband is not supposed to cast an indelible 
disgrace upon the wife, and can not defraud the children of 
their property, hy introducing a spurious offspring, to which 
the infidelity of the wife may lead. Errors of this kind in the 
husband may not arise from an actual turpitude of heart ; he 
may have committed errors of this kind, and yet be a good 
father ; he may be a good citizen, he may he a good husband, 
notwithstanding he may not be entirely without blemish. I 
am not speaking of a constant scene of riot and excessive de- 
bauchery, but of acts which, though they are to be condemned, 
it is possible to atone for by subsequent good conduct. Could 
the ill conduct of the husband entail upon the wife the char- 
acter of a prostitute 1 No. But the consequences resulting 
from the conduct of the wife are of a very diSerent nature in- 

In this mournful year an episode occurred in the profession- 
. al life of Mr. Curran, highly indicative of his spirit, disinter- 
estedoeas, and intrepidity — the capture and condemnation of 
Theobald Wolfe Tone — a very extraordinary man in vety ex- 
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traordinary times. The son of a coachmakei in Dublin, he 
■was educated»in Trinity College, where he distinguished him- 
self, and was called to the Irish bar in Trinity term, 1769. 
With little relish originally for the law, he soon, -to UBe his 
own expression, ceased to "wear a foolish wig and gown," 
and applied himself devotedly to politics. At first he seems 
to have somewhat coqneted with the Whig party ; but as he 
would not stoop low enough for them, and they would not go 
far enough for him, the overtures — for they were little more — 
terminated in Tone's undisguised disgust, and the permanent 
hostility of Mr. George Ponsonby. It was impossible, indeed, 
that any constitntional party in the state could have consci- 
entiously coalesced with Tone, seeing that his objects were 
the separation of the countries, and the establishment of what 
he called Ireland's independence, in the shape .of a republic ! 
His published journals leave no doubt as to his intentions. 
Agent and secretary to the Catholic body, and founder of tho 
Society of United Irishmen — that he became even more than 
was suspected, is clear from a little anecdote which he him- 
self relates. A group of idlers gossiping one day in the Four 
Courts, Plunket, who made one of them, thought it as well 
to be on the look-out — a habit which grew on him. "Well, 
Tone, remember, all I ask of you is Carton" — the future chan- 
cbellor modestly contenting himself with the estate of the Duke 
of Leinster. Tone laughingly replied, " No, no, Plunket, the 
duke's my friend ; but I promise you Curraghmore." Cur- 
raghmore belonged to the Marquis of Waterford, and a Bercs- 
ford stood at his elbow at the moment, Curran was one of 
Tone's intimates, and, according to his son, at that time par- 
ticipated in his political opinions, " I know," says he, " that 
in the years 1794 and 1795, and particularly at Drogbeda 
Assizes in the former year, and on the occasion of the trial of 
Bird and Hammil, where they were both employed as counsel, 
he opened his mind to my father ; and that on the main point 
— on the necessity of breaking the connection with England 
■ — they agreed." Mr. Tone has not furnished «b with tho 
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gTOundB for his knowledge. However, whatever Curran's 
theory might have been upon, the suhject, there can he no 
doubt he was too wise — ought I not rather to say, too eane a 
man ? — to have, even for a moment, contemplated it as a re- 
ality. True, he loved Ireland in his heart's core, but he knew 
well a very problematical independence must have been waded 
to through her hlood. Young Tone admits, indeed, that " he 
avoided committing himself in the councils of the United 
Irishmen ;" and I can avouch that in his latter days no man 
more indignantly denounced the agitation of which he was aa 
unwilhng witness. " It goes to my heart, Phillips," he has 
often said, " to see those mean, miserable hurdy-gurdy men 
grinding their discord through the country." It was on Jack- 
Eon's trial, to which reference has been made, that a paper 
was discovered completely compromising Tone. The ardent 
friendship, however, of men who abhorred his politics, saved 
his life \ indeed, the gentleness of his manners and the kind- 
ness of his nature rendered personal enmity almost impossible. 
Lord Clare and George PonEonby seem alone to have enter- 
tained it. Through the interference of the Honorable Marcus 
Eeresford ! Mr. George Knox, and "Wolfe, the attorney gener- 
al 1 ! he was permitted to expatriate himself. Accordingly, in 
the month of May, 1795, Tone, with his wife, his sister, three 
children, and seven hundred pounds — his whole worldly treas- 
ure — sailed for America, where he landed in. the August fol- 
lowing. It is scarcely possible to conceive any thing more 
desolate than his then condition. An exile from his country, 
an outcast from his profession, in a, strange land, with heavy 
claims on him, and but scanty resources, it required fortitude, 
such as he, happily, possessed, to sustain him. But his was & 
heroism made to defy misfortune. The first design was to 
have settled down as a farmer in Princeton, New Jersey, when 
letters from Ireland changed aU his purposes, and turned hja 
future life almost into a fairly tale. On the eve of his expa- 
triation, he accompanied a friend, named Russell, to bid fare- 
well to Thomas Addis Emmett, destined so soon to follow him. 



bvCoogli: 



.CQRKAK ATn> HI3 CONTEHPOBABtES. 193 

"Ke roceired as," says Tone, in a. litUe elliptical BtudytWliicli 
he was building at the bottom, of his lawn, and which he 
-tneant to cooEecnite to our meetingB, if erei we lived to sea 
Ireland emancipated." It was in a small " triaDgulai fieJd, 
exactly like the one ia Switaerland where Tell and his Biso- 
ciates planned the downfall <£ the tyiaBuy of AuBtria," that 
Tone deralopad hie jJan to his oompanioDs. He told them 
that he did not consider his eompremiae with goveniiiteiit ex> 
tended farther than to the bonis of the Deiaware; and that 
his ofiense— great, no doubt — was ahandantly azpiated by bin 
exile. This was mere casuistry, aa it appears to me, unwor- 
thy <d his character and urtderBtanding. No goTernmaDt, 
moat aeeuredly, wonld have qtaied hia life, excqit on the im- 
plied, if not expressed condition that it was not to be em- 
ployed for the future in compassing their destruction. The 
project, however, whi<^ he serioosly «itertained, seemed to 
tarry on the face of it its uttM imiwacUeabiUty. It w«», ap- 
parently, as wild, as shapeless, and as visionary a phantom as 
ever possaesed the brain of a monomaniac. This lonely and 
unfriended exile was to seek an introduction to the French 
minister in Philadelphia, to obtain from him an iutroduetion 
to the French Directory in Paris, and from the Krectory 
to obtain the invasion of Ireland ! All the resources of a 
biighty republic — her deets, her armies, and hex treasures — 
ircre at once to become plastic in the hands of one who had 
not an acquaintance in the country or a guinea in the wwld, 
and whose first political experiment was a failure, followed by 
a banishment. Verily, the pen of Cervantes becomes rational 
in the eompatison. Yet, strange to say, B.ussell and Emmett 
(the latter one of the ablest men in Irelattd) applauded the un- 
dertaking, and in the " biangulu field" the vow of the tliree 
fiiends was pledged never to desert the cause o£ their conn* 
try. Tbey kept tJiat tow. The entissariea of sedition were 
sot inactiva : the whple ODtih pf Ireland beoame one mass of 
(wgaaised disoout«|t ; and Tone m Philadelphia received from 
tlia fiiwula mi^Iiaaiioqf tft proceed, the frfac^aSair-Beems 
I 
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like a romance, yet the romance was to become a reality. Inr- 
pelled by the restlesB energies and indomitable perseferanca 
of an expatriated refugee. Fiance sent forth a mighty arma- 
ment — the flower of her navy, and her veterans, with their 
hero at its head — " alone he did it." Hia first step was to 
■wait upon Citizen Adet, the resident French minister, tender- 
ing him, by way of credentials, certain complimentary oertili- 
cates on Tellum, which had been presented to him by the Ko- 
man Catholic committee. Adet, as might be expected, de- 
clined all communication. Tone, howeyer, was not easily to 
be baffled ; and on the Ut of February, 1796, he landed at 
Havre with Citizen Adet's recommendation to the Directory 
ufe in his portmanteau. On hia arrival in Paris he proceed- 
ed to Monroe, the United States embassador, and procured 
from him an introduction to Clarke, afterward Doc de Feltre. 
Nothing can be more interesting than the details in Tone's 
journal, from his first interview with Carnot, the " organizer 
of victory," in hia "petit costume of white satin, with a crim- 
son robe richly embroidered," down to his departure on the 
expedition which cost him his life. Well, indeed, did he re- 
deem his pledge to K-ussell and to Emroett ; and weU and 
truly might he exultiogly describe himself as " hunted from 
his own country as a traitor, living obscurely in America aa 
an exile, and received in France by the executive Directory 
almost as an embassador." Despite of every speciea of dis- 
couragement, from poverty, jealousy, suspicion, and distrust, 
did this forlorn but heroic man persist, till he trode the deck 
of the Indomptable of 80 guns, high in the command of an 
army aumbering IS, 000 choice troops, carried by a fleet of 17 
sail of the line, 13 frigates, and 13 transports. Credulity u 
startled at this Herculean result of the efibrts of one man, and 
he an exile, a stranger, and a pauper. Such, indeed, were his 
necessities, that, but a day or two before his appointment of 
dtefde Itrigade, we find him without a shilling, obliged to ap- 
ply to Camot for the means of subsistence. The command 
gf thi« fine expedition had been confided to Hocha, at that 
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time the hope and hero of the French nation. Tone thua re- 
lates theii meeting : " I was sitting by appointment in Flenry's 
cabinet, when the door opened, and a very handsome, weU- 
made young fellow, in a. brown coat and nankeen pantaloons, 
entered and said, ' Youb, toub etea le Citoyen Smith V I 
thought he was a chef de bureau, and rephed, ' Oni, citoyen, 
je m'appelle Smith.' He said, ' VouB vous appellez aussi, je 
orois, Wolfe Tone V I replied, ' Oui, citoyen, c'est mon veri- 
table nom.' ' Eh bien,' replied he ; 'je suis le General Hoche.' 
This ofSoer, much distinguished for the pacificatbn of La Ven- 
due, had in him all the elements of success. ' As to Bona- 
parte,' said he to Tone, ' set your mind at rest. He heii been 
my Echolar, but he shall never be my master.' " The fate of 
this magnifoent expedition is well known. Violent storms 
arose, whiofa separated the fieet, only sixteen sail of which ar- 
lived in Bantry Bay, where they lay for six days within five 
hundred yards of the shore, without even attempting to land 
the army. It seems the frigate which carried Hoche wa< 
missing ; and Grouchy, the second in command, refnsed to in- 
cur any responsibility. How strange it is that this should be 
the self-same officer to whose indecision Napoleon attributed 
his defeat at Waterloo ! Referring to Bantiy Bay, he after- 
ward told Tone that he had shed tears fifty times at the rec- 
ollection of the opportunity he had lost, and regretted much 
that he had net taken Bouvet by the collar, and thrown him 
overboard the moment ho raised a difficulty about landing. 
On the Ist of January, 1797, seven sail made the iHland of 
' Ushant, being all that remained of forty-three sail which had 
departed from Brest. Thus terminated this firmidable opera- 
tion — a result manifestly attributable to that Providence to 
whose mercies England owes so much. Hoche, to the ab- 
sence of whose frigate the failure of the expedition seems at- 
tributable, was thus characterized by Napoleon at St. Helena : 
" Ho was one of the fint generak that ever France produced. 
He was brave, inteUigent, aboondtng in talent, decisive, and 
peTBeveiiog ; he was intrigant alw< If Hoche bad landed in 
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Ireland, lie would have aneceeded. Ha posieiMd all the qniJ- 
ities necessaiy to inMue auccees. He was accuitomed to eint 
irar, and knew how to conduct himself under such ciromii- 
etanc^. He had pacified La Yend^, and v&b well adapted 
Ibr Ireland. If Hoche had landed, Ireland was lost to you." 
The next expedition, in all the final anangements of which 
Tone was active, was that of the Texel, got up by the Dutch 
to aid that of Brest. It was to hare been commanded by 
Daendels, a brave officei, who, on Hoche's recommendation, 
-appointed Tone to the same lank in the Dutch which be held 
'in the French secvioe, that of adjut^t general. The naval 
foioe consisted of filleen sail of the line, ten frigates, and many 
sloopa and transport*. The land force amonoted to thirteen, 
'thousand five hundred men, with three months' pay, and spate 
anoe and ammunition. This expedition never sailed, owiDg, 
M,ys Tone, quietly, to the " abBence of fair winds." May it 
not have been to the preaenoo of Admiral Duncan, who lay 
inopportunely oB' the mouth of the Texel ? About this time, 
Hoche, scarcely yet in his prime, died of consumption. Such 
waa the fate of these two memorable expeditions. It was or 
the 23d of May, 1798, that a portion of the Irish people, irri- 
tated, but not disheartened, bunt into premature robellion. 
The Egyptian expedition, under Napoleon, had sailed but a 
lew days b^ore, thus fbteatalliDg the flower of the French 
troops and navy. The indefktigaUe Tone instantly rushed to 
Paris to organize with ministers another expedition ; nor waa 
be unsuccessful. The pnqKised plan was to feed the Irish in- 
currection with minor detachments from diBeient potts, until 
the main body, amounting to nine thousand men, under Gren- 
eral Kilmaine, himself an Inshman, could be dispatched. Had 
that gigantic armament, under NapOleon, sailed fer Ireland 
instead of the East, and eSected a landing there under circum- 
stances so critical, who can calculate upon the possible coDse- 
qtiances ? Tone, who had three consultations with biro oil 
Irish aSaira, thvs describes the impression made on him at ths 
first intenriew. " He livw in the Sue Chuternn*, in tht 
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graatsst sHnplieitf : hu heuse is smalt, but nemt, and all tbe 
furnityre and orDamenta in the most clasiical taste. Ue k 
about five feet six iuohea high, sleoder and well made, but 
jitiwpg oonadeiably ; he looks at least tea years older than he 
is, owiog to the great fatigaes he underwent ia his unmortal 
CAmpaign of Italy. His face is that of a profound thinker, 
but bears oo marks of tbat groat enthusiasm and unoeaiing 
activity by which he has beea so much distinguii^ed. It t> 
lather, to my mind, the counlenaace of a mathematician thaa 
of a general. He has a fine eye, and great firmness about \i» 
mouth : be speaks low and hollow." It is a curious thing, and 
characteristic of the sagacity of Toite, that he expnesos stroDg 
suspicion as to Bonaparte's sinosrity on Ir^ subjeots. Indeed; 
be goes farther still, and hints that his projects had to eacoua* 
ter his active though secret discountenance ! Tone was right, 
but it waa not till tweaty years ^erward, wk the r«dt of St. 
Helena, tbat tbe reason was disclosed. " If," said Napolem to 
O'Meara, " the Irish bad seal over bcaieet men to m^ I wottld 
have certainly made tm attempt upon Ireland ; but I bad ne 
confidence either in the iat^;rity or the talents of the Irish 
leader* that were in Fiance. They could ofier no plao, were 
divided in opinion, and were constantly quarreling with ont 
amather." Upon Tone, however, as we dial! soon see, b* 
passed a very dillerent judgment Tbe third projected taLfa-_ 
dilion, under Kilmaine. was frustrated I9 the impalience of 
Greneral Humbert. This officer, despite of all arrai)g«ment% 
with a few frigates, a thousand men, a thousand spare mua* 
kets, and a thousand guineas, sailed pranaturely from Ko- 
cbelle. He efiected a landing at ICillala, where, indiscreetly 
lingering for a fortnight, he gained a signal victory at Castle- 
bar, and was obliged finally to surrender to an overwhelming 
fcrce under Lord Comwallis. This was on tbe 8th of Sep- 
tember, 1798. The news bad not reached Franoe, when, oa 
the 20th of tbe same month. General Hardy sailed from th^ 
Baye de Camaret with three thousand soldiers. Commedur^ 
Sameart had uadw Ihb oommaad t^ Hed^ 74« f*ght ioftt 
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Ktes, and b. sclioonei;. The fleet was diBpersed by a storm, 
and, on the 10th of Octolwr/tlie Hoche, two frigates, aad tho 
schooner were Mgnaled by Sit John Borlase Warren in the 
bay of Lough Swilly. Bompart instantly ordered the frig- 
ates and the schooner to attempt their escape through shallow 
vater, and heroically prepared bia ship for action. A boat 
'&oin the schooner offered Tone the almost certainty of an es- 
cape, of which he was vainly implored by his brother officers 
to avail himself. " No," said he, in answer to their entreat- 
ies, " never shall it be said that I fled while the French were 
fighting the battles of my country. Certain death, either on 
the deck or on the ecaflbld, he well knew awaited him ! So 
it was a soldier's death, be cared not. For six hoars did the 
gallant Bompart, in the Hoche, maintain a hopeless contest 
with fonr sail of the line and a frigate. "At length," says 
Tone, " her masts and rigging were swept sway, her scup- 
pers flowed with blood, her wounded filled the cockpit, her 
shattered ribs yawned at every new stroke, and kt in five feet 
water in the hold, her rudder was carried away," and thus 
barely floating on the waters, a dismantled wreck, she struck. 
Honor to Bompart — honor to the brave — enemy though he 
be. The &te of Tone was sealed. At a breakfast given to 
the French officers by liord Cavan, he was recognized. The 
manner of the recognition was thus — I wish it were other- 
wise. While seated at the table with his brother offlcera, an 
old fri^d and fellow-student, entering with policemen, said, 
"Mr. Tone, / am very happy to see you!" He was, of 
course, instantly arrested. He submitted without a murmur 
until they proceeded to place him in irons, when, flinging ofF 
his uniform, be indignantly exclaimed, " No ! fetters shall 
never degrade the revered insignia of the free nation I have 
served. For the cause which I have embraced, however, I 
feel prouder to wear them than if I were decorated with the 
Btar end garter of England." On the lOth of November, 
1792, he was tried in Dublin by court-martial.' Tone ad- 
nuttad all the &cta, and merely read an address, vindioating 
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hia )?jotives. " Under the flag of the French Republic I orig- 
inally engaged with a view lo save and hberate my own 
country. For that purpose I have encountered the chances 
of war among strangers. For that purpose I have repeatedly 
braved the terrors of the ocean, covered, as I knew it to he, 
with the triumphant fleets of that power which it waa my 
glory and my duty to oppose. I have saArihced my views 
in life ; I have courted poverty^ I have left a, beloved wifo 
nnproteeted, and children whom I adored, fatherless. Attex 
such sacrifices in a cause which I have always couscientiau»- 
ly considered as the cause of justice and freedom, it is no 
great eflbrt at this day to add the sacrifice of my life." 
After the condemnation, which he made no eflbrt to avert, 
he advanced one, and only one, request — that he might dja 
a soldier's death, and be " shot by a platoon of greuadieis." 
" I request this iudulgeace," said he, " rather in conEidcration 
of the uniform which I wear — the uoifbria of a chef de brig- 
ade in the French army — than from any personal regard to 
myself." He produced his commission as chef de brigade, 
and of a letter of service as adjutant general, proving that his 
rank was bona fide, and not merely assumed to serve a pur* 
pose. In point of fact, he had served in the army of England, 
in the Batavian army, and in that of the Sambre et Meuse, 
under Bonaparte, Desaix, and Kilmiune. This request was 
refused hy Lord Comwallis, who awarded him a traitor's 
death within eight-aud- forty hours. Of the /ew friends who 
had escaped the scaflotd, the triangle, and the dungeon, could 
there be found none fearless enough to recognize the fallcnl 
constitutional enough to assert the outraged dignity of the 
law J noble enough to forget aelf-intorest in the struggle 1 
Yes, there was one, and only one: Ct/RnAN was still alive. 
Tone was to die on the 1 3ih of November. It was now the 
1 1th ! During the whole of that day did Curran toil through 
Dublin, seeking among the wealtliy Roman Catholics the 
means of retaining a bar to demonstrate the flagrant illegah- 
>jr of the tiial ! He spoke but to tlis winds. He could not 
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ebtsin « ihilliag '. ! He then ibtermtned to proceed ti^rae,' 
when Peter Bnrrowes volunteered hia aauBtonce. On tfaa 
mommf of the ity fixed for the execution, the inoraeot tb« . 
Court of Ring's Beoeh opened, the dauntless Bdvoeate n&- 
vanoed, lekding Tone'a aged father b^ the hand, who prodnecd 
dM affiduvit th&t his son had been hronght Wfbre a beaob of 
•ffioers who bad Bentenoed him to death. The sceae at that 
moment paaeea all deseripti0ii — the breathlen erowd, iha 
ktart-brokea old maa, the pure and Tenetahle jndge, and, 
above all, the TolimtiiTy and unriTaled sdToeate, the real 
iiriend — miiftHtune's friend— ^who, while all others held aloof^ 
alone Btood forward to bold the tegis of the law between in' 
jiutioB and its victim : to be appreciated, it mnat have been 
•em. 

" I do not pretend," began Curran, " that Mr. Tone is not 
goUty of thft eharge of M^iich he is aecneed. I presume the 
offioere were hmomble men. But it is stated in this ttSHtu' 
Tit, as a edemn fkct, that Mi. Tone had no Gommission undn 
hifl majesty, end therefore bo court-martial oauld hare cogni- 
Eaneo of any crime imputed to him while the Court of King's 
Bench sat m the capacity of the great criminal oonrt of tb« 
land. la times when war was raging, when man was op- 
posed to man in the field, eourts-mattial might be endured ; 
fcut every law authority is with me, while I stand upon the 
■acred and immutable prinoiple of the CooBtitntion, that mav- 
fial law and civil law are incompatible, and that the former 
must eease with the existenee of the Utter, This is not, how- 
ever, the time for arguing this momentous question. Myelir 
eat must appear in this court. He is cast for death this very 
day. He may be ordered for exefflitioo while I address you. 
1 call on the court to support the law, and move for a writ 
t( Habeas Corpus, to be directed to the provost marshal of the 
barracks and Major Sandys, to bring up the body rf Tone." 
CsiEF Justice. " Have a writ instantly prepared." 
CuBKAir. " My client may die vrhih> the writ is preparing." 
Cnzr Jvsnoei "Mr. SheriSj preesed teth»fc(irrmksi aoA 
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•cqwunt the provoet mar^I that a init is piepaniig to tut- 
petid Mi. Toiw'b execution, and see that he be not ezeanted." 

Id a ahoft time, the Bherifi) having letumed, thna ad^eued 
the oourt : 

" My loid, I have been to the banadcs in pniHiaiioe of 
your ordex. The piovost ntaiehal sap he miiat obey Mtyiu 
Sandys. Major Sandys says he must obey Li»d Coinwallis." 

At this time Mr. Cuiran KanQonced the retivn of Tone'i 
&thBr with a. mestage that General Craig lefiiaed to obey the 
writ of Habeas Carpus. 

Chibf Justice. " Mr. Sheriff, take the body of Tone ints 
custody. Take the provost marahal and Major Sandys into 
custody, and show the order of the court to General Craig." 

It was now universally believed that the military authorir' 
ties, who bad thus presumed to trifle with the powen of the 
King's Beneh, would .have Tone executed on tbe instant. 
Lord Kilwarden, a great constitutional judge, was my much 
aflected. " His agitation," said Cunui, " was magnifioeat." 
It soon transpired, however, that. Tone indignant at the men- 
aced degradation of his death, had, with a small pcnkni& 
which he had managed to conceal, inflicted such a wound oa 
hie throat that he bad little to fear from this world's jurisdio- 
tion. The chief justice, however, as a matter of precaution, 
ordered a writ to issue, suspending the execution. It is said, 
aa the surgeon expressing an opinion that, as the carotid aiv 
teiy had escaped, the wound was not necessarily lata], Tone 
faintly muttered, " I am sorry, then, to find that I have been 
BO bad an anatomist." He survived, howerer, in silent ago>' 
ny, tor seven days, when the same surgeon, seeing he was 
sinking, whispered to an attendant, " You must keep him ai 
quiet aa possible. If he speaks, he dies." " I thank yon, 
sir," said Tone, who had overheard him ; " you could not give 
me more welcome news. What should I yiitk to hve for—" 
and expired. 

Thus perished, on bis " bloody pallet," in a loathsome dui^ 

S^oa, and by his own hand, tha youthful a|)ostle of Iiitb 'at- 

12 
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dependence. Far, very far, indeed, be it from me to palHat* 
the oSeiues he to mounifully expiated. It is undonbtedly 
true, bowevei, that oppresBioDs thea existed quite Bu&icient 
to sully England's l&me, and arouse Ireland's indignation. 
They are gone ; and no wise man, no honest man, certainly 
no loyal man, would willingly revive their memory. It is 
the duty of every true British Bubject to diaw as closely as 
be can the bonds of love and brotherhood between the coun- 
tries. United, they are free, happy, and invincible ; separate 
thera, and the noblest empire of which history ever wrote the 
annalH may Boon pass away. In her page alone shall man- 
kind thta peruse those records of consummate legislative wis- 
dom, those proofi of solid Btatesmanship, those glorious vioto- 
ries on flood and field, those mighty wonders of science and 
of art, of which it is out happier lot to reap the fruits, in the 
blessings of hberty, literature, and religion. There is no pre- 
text now for selfish sedition to " sow the wind" in Ireland. 
"What, alas ! has she ever reaped from it but the whirlwind 1 
Every wrong and grievance, to the redress of which Tone's 
eloquent memorials roused the might of France, is tom from 
the statute-book. Were he in existence now, it is my firm 
belief that, with Ireland's choicest spirits — with Flood and 
Plunket, with Buirowes and Grattan, and with Bushe — he 
would be found an associate in the ranlts of loyalty. ' I say 
this because every page of his history teems with proof that 
it was the sense of public wrong which made him a rebel : 
the wrong removed, the motive was no more. Tone was 
earnest, disinterested, single-minded. His patriotism did not 
evaporate in words. He was essentially the man of action— 
an enthusiast, but a practical one. No personal motive 
seems iairly attributable to him. If he was a suppliant, it 
was always for his country — ^never (or himself. If he urged 
others to enterprise, he never shrank from a participation in 
the danger. Opposing power, he never cringed to popularity, 
nor substituted a mob for the monarch he rejected, For one 
jwle object, which he mistakenly beheved to be his country'! 
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^ood — in exile, in poverty, ia ptiTationB of eveiy kind — to th« 
last he perseverod, M.ori£cing all that makes life dear, and 
daring and enduiiDg all that makea death terrible. lu the 
Irish House of Commons, Bashe thus generously and tender- 
ly describes him : " That unhappy man now wastes upon the 
desert air of an American plantation the brightest talents that 
I ever knew man to be gifted with. I shall never speak or 
think of him with acrimony or eererity. I knew him from 
early inlancy as the friend of my youth and the oompanioa 
of my stndies ; and while I bear testimony to the greatous 
of bis abilities, I shall always say of him that he had a heart 
that nothing but the accursed spirit of perverted politics could 
mislead or deprave ; and I shall ever liunent his fate, with 
compassion for his errors, admiratioa lor hia talents, and ab- 
horrence ibr his political opinions." 

: It may not be out of place here to state that the regard in 
iwhieh Tone was held by the Directory was extended to his 
family after his death. His sons were educated at the publie 
expense, and owed much to the active benevolence of Talley- 
rand. Lucien Sonaparte, as president of the Council of Five 
Hundred, thus winds up the beautiful speech which be ad- 
dressed to tbem on the subject : " Representatives of the peo- 
ple ! the widow, the children of Tone are before you. The 
law of the 14th Fructidor only allows them a pension of 300 
{rancs. But, in that very law, the case of eminent servioes, 
rendered in the cause of liberty, is ibreseen. The families of 
heroes are then to be reUeved by a special decree of this House. 
I claim this special decree." The motion was followed by 
the appointment of a committee, of which Joseph Bonaparte 
was a member. Hi& nomination was a guarantee to the 
family that their interests were safe ; a man of kindlier nor 
ture never perhaps existed.* 

This little sketch would scarcely be complete without the 

' I do not taj thia merely fhim hearsay, I knew him wall dtuiag 
his reaidence in EnglsDd, and ingert here the fint letter I received 

from biiQ, in answer to mi^e amtoanqng. the death of our iavsluUe 
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gMphie aoootut which Tonc'i admrralite vidow gin* ^inv 
fint interview with N&poleon. He wm on hi* return from 
the hunt in the forest f£ St. Germain's, and was diasging 
bonei, when the presented ftho^ and memorial to him: "H« 
handed the ho^ to his icuyer, and ^wned tha paper. Whoi 
he began to read, he said, ' Tone I reai«n^>w well.' He read 
it all throngh, and two or three tines stopped, looked at me, 
nad bowed, in reading it. Whm he hftd finished, he said t« 
DM, ' Now speak to me of yourself.' I hesitated, for I was 
not {««pared for that question, and took small interest in the 
fubject. He ptwweded : ' Have you a penuon ?' I said I 
had. ' Is it sufficient ? - Do you wAnt any extraorduiary sue* 
Mr t' By Hkb tint* I had TMOTeE<ed myseif, and said that hi* 
myss^'s goodness left me no pMsonal want ; that all my 
oaies, all my interest iu Ufe were oent^red in mj otuld, whom 
I ODW'gftTV up to his majesty's service. He answered, 'Be 
tnnquil, then, cm. his aoeoont ; be petrfeotly tranqul, tbcv, 
•mentMng him.' I penteived a little balf-smile vhtn I said 
'Bay ohild' {mtm enfant). I should have said 'my son;' ] 
. knew it, bnt forgot. He had stopped so long tiiat a ccowd had 
gatbraed, and vae» crushing on, crying, ' Vive VE?»perK*r!' 

Jnend O'Meara. It is not metsly b coriosit;, bat is oLhi very chsnw- 
tsnUic of his goodness of heart: 

" LOHDBBS, 5 7>>n. 1836. 

"MoNsisiin, — At^oord'biii walement, bu momeDt de man depart 
pom^ la earapagoe, j» re; <«■ VQlre lettre i son retoor dei Etsts Vniii 
d'ed ja nif arrirt mai-mtnw i1 7 a ploa d'an mcu. Voni m'aiiDaacies 
la pert* que dobs avions Jait d'an amis coBsmon, qua je dm faroii aa 
ftte de revoir ici. Cel O'Meara itoit bieu Is meilleiir dei hominei; 
■oavent il me parloit de voos, et j'aurois i toub redire les monies 
chdsesdontvotrelettre estpleine i moo Egord. Je compte, mim^eilr, 
MDa Usser oette lettre, si.je nU pas 1e bonhenr do toos rencontrer 
chez TODS aqjoardliiii, aTecl'astaractce d«renqnHmin«Mtyjc— C 
toaisi voQsrecbeichM k m* rentrfo en ville. 

" VeoiUiez agrter, ipoiiaiein-, Tinttr^t veritable et la pai&ile estima 
ir d'4tra, monaeor, votre sflfctf* •orrileor, 
" JoasFH, Compte d« SarrflUers. 
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fie ordered two Napoleons a pieee to be giwa to sorae olJ 
Ivomen, and womeu with ohildmi, and dicrve mi. Oi going, 
he nodded to me two or three times with aflecttonate famiK 
iarity, saying, ' Votre mfant swa bien naturalisS,' laying a. 
[dayful emphasis on the word ' enfimt.' " Napcdeon kept his' 
woid. He dcFuUed the pension of Mrs. Tone, raising it to 
S400 francs during her life ; appointed ker son to be a eeholjur- 
ef the goveriMoent, and ordered faer expenses, on placing him 
at the military school, to be repaid. In the twenty-second 
year of his sge, Traie's son was appointed a comet ill the 8th' 
ChaBseurs. He served with distinction from Janoary, 1813, to" 
July, 1813, when he resigned the service. At the memeraUe. 
battle of Z/eipsic he received six ianoe wounds, and was pro- 
moted to a lieutenancy on the stal) appdnted an lude-de^ 
eamp, and made a member of the legion of honor. He died 
▼ery young, an officer in tha army rf the United States. 

The application for a writ of Haiecu Oorpwt made \jf 
Tone's counsel may, at first view, aj^tear to have been Bu- 
perflnouB. But it was not so. The fatal act of the prisoM^ 
had not transpired when the motion was made, and there wius 
a certainty that the execution wonld have taken place on tha 
12th of November. To obviate this, the moti<m — of the nhi- 
mate snecess of which there could be little doubt — -was neces. 
sary. The result of a trial by jury must inevitably have beoa 
the same as that by court-martiaL So far from denying hia 
guilt, Tone denied it to be guilt, and gloried in it. What, 
indeed, could have bem done for a man who volunteered snoh 
a boast as this : " I wish to spare the court all useless trouble. 
The charge against me, I presume, is, that I have been found 
in arms against the soldiers of the king in my native country. 
I admit the accusation in its most extended sense. From my 
earliest youth I have regarded the conneotion between fin- 
gland and Ireland as the oorse of tbe Iri^ nation, and iMt 
convinced that, while it luted, this oonntry could never bo 
free or happy. Aa to that connection, thet^ore, I refieat it 
— ^ that has been imputed to ma — ^wor^ ira^gs, and ao- 
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tioDi — I here deliberately avow. I have spokea and acted 
■with reflection, and on principle, and am ready to meet the 
conBequences. Whatever be the bentence of the court, I am 
prepared for it. Its members will surely discharge their duty 
— I shall take care not to be wanting in mine." Acquittal, 
therefore, before any tribunal, wai quite out of the questioa. 
Mr. Curran'B object was solely to gain time. Delay miut 
neceasariiy have attended a trial at law, and opportunity would 
thus have been afforded for foreign interference. Indeed, it has 
sinoe transpired that the chiefs, both of the French and Ba- 
tavian Hepublics, had solemnly aasiired Mrs. Tone that they 
would instantly claim her husband ; that the English officers 
whom they had prieonors should be held as hostages for his 
safety ; and if they had none of the same rank, the difierence 
»hould be made up in numbers. In similar circumstances 
Napoleon claimed Napper Tandy ; the demand was acquiesced 
in, and Tandy was exchanged. 

. On the BuppresEion of the rebellion in 1798, the state trials 
commenced — an anxious and awful portion of Mr. Curran's 
life. Upon him devolved, in these sad times, when every man 
trembled for his own safety — and, to seem loyai, it was neces- 
laty to be ilUberal — the almost hopeless task of defending the 
accuaed ; a responsibility to be duly appieeiated by none who 
have not incurred it. The advocate, upon whose breath 
human life may often hang — whose incautious word or indis- 
creet question may peril it, perhaps irretrievably, is often as 
little to be envied as the person he defends. Nor is it so easy 
a. matter as it may seem, amid the toil, contention, and diffi- 
culties of a case, often having to choose between a variety of 
evils, to be always self-collected. In that disastrous era, all 
that eloquence, learning, zeal, and energy could eflect, wa< 
eSected by Mr. Curr&n — seldom, however, with success. Ma> 
velous, indeed, that it was ever so, when we remember that, 
independent of individual demerits, he had to combat not only 
the combined powers of the government, but the passions, 
prejudices, fears, interests, and too ol^eu the factious zeal 
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vhieh not unfrequently then peopled the jury-box. On ooa 
.occasion it is recorded that not only were the bar and the ju- 
rors, but even the judge himself (Baron Medge) was habited in 
vniform. Seeing what he did, the dejected advocate might 
Bometiines, however unjustly, think of the apothegm, inter 
arma, leges silent. The very first of these trials in which 
Mr. Curran was employed proves abundantly what he had to 
encounter, and with what brutal insensibility either his feel- 
ings or his sufierings were regarded. It was a moat painful 
and interesting trial, that of the brothers John and Henry 
Sheares. These young gentlemen were barriers, well con- 
nected, and, up to the then charge, of irreproachable charac- 
ter. Of that charge, however, if the witnesses were to be 
credited, they were unquestionably guilty : so much the mortt 
reason that their counsel should be allowed all indulgence that 
was not prohibited by law : so much, at all events, the more 
reason that he should not have been driven into his defense 
under every disadvantage. The indictment charged the pris- 
oners, in the usual form, with the crime of high treason. The 
evidence to prove this charge was twofold. First, a procla- 
mation found in an unlocked box, in a room accessible to every 
one in the house of John, his brother Henry being present at 
the time of the discovery. There was some slight, and not 
very satisfactory evidence that this document was in John's 
handwriting. However, there was sufficient to go to the 
jury. As to the proclamation, supposing the proof to be con> 
elusive, there could be but one opinion. Yet it is difficult to 
perceive how a participation in it was brought home to Henry. 
One passage from it will leave its intent beyond all doubt. 
" Arise, then, united sons of Ireland ! arise like a great and 
powerful people, determined to be free, or die. Arm your- 
selves by every means in your power, and rush like lions on 
your foes. Consider that, for every enemy you disarm, you 
arm a friend, and thus become doubly powerful. In the cause 
of liberty, inaction is cowardice, and the coward shall forfeit 
the property he has not the courage to protect. Let his anm 
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bo seized, and transferred to thow patriot «ptrit« who want) 
K>d will use th«n. Yes, Irishmen ! we swear by that ctei> 
nal jiistioe, in whose caoee you fight, ^at the hrave patriot 
who euT^ives the present glorious struggle, and the family of 
him who haa fallen or shall fall hereafter in it, shall receive 
fWnn the hands of a grateful nation an ample recompense 
out of that property which the crimes of out enemies shall 
have forfeited into its hands, and his name shall be inscribed 
on the national record of Irish rerolution as a glorious ex- 
ample to all posterity ; but we likewise swear to punish rob- 
bery with de^h and infamy. •••••••• 

Vengeance, Irishmen. 1 vengeance on your oppreseors. Re- 
member what thousands of your dearest friends have perished 
by their merciless orders. Beraember their burnings, theit 
rackioge, their torturings, their military massacres, and their 
legal murders — remember Orr '." The second head of the 
■evidence was, however, the most unfortunate, and that with- 
mt which & verdict of guilty could scarcely have been satisfao 
*torily arrived at— at least in the case of Mr. Henry Sheareis 
—the evidence of Armstrong. It was evidence open to strong 
observation, and, in my mind, to considerable objection. This 
man was a captain in an Irish militia regiment, and had been 
introduced to the prisoners by one Byrne, a printer. His case 
was, that he wormed himself into their confidence, they be- 
lieving him to hold their principles, and that he day by day 
betrayed that confidence to the government ! Two officers 
of his own regim«it, and Mr. Cooke and Lord Castlereagh, 
he represented as the trustecsof his treacheiy t "Every even- 
ing," said Mr. Curran, " he returned like a bee, with his 
thighs loaded with evidence." Can any thing be more de- 
testable than this 7 Can turpitude he deeper or darker 1 YeSi 
here is the proof "I am assnred," says Mr. Curran, in his 
very valuable Life of his fether, " by a gentleman now ia 
Dutdin, and who is free from any political zeal which could 
indnoe him to invent or distort a fact, that, upon his dining 
, Mm Any at tlte house of Henry Sheores, immediatdy btfojra hit 
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arrest, he obaeived AiroetniBg, -who vaa one of the gueata, t&b- 
ing kis entertainer's little children upon- Ms knte, and, u it 
was then, thought, afieotionately oaiessing them I ! I" Hov 
the heart sickens at the contemplation of Euoh a scene ! Foot 
little children, 'whom the smiling fiend was fondling into or- 
[Juinag« 1 But can thia be true 1 Dr. Madden sayi, Aim- 
Btrong admitted being the' guest of Sheares, but excused himi- 
self by saying it was at the instiga^on of Leid Castlareagfa. 
Instigation, foiEooth ! If he thiulu this aa excuse, let him 
have all its benefit ; but to secure it credit, we dtould have 
heard ofit during the lifetime of Lord Castlereagh, It has no 
oredit from me. Had it been true, how could Amistrong with- 
stand a, challenge such as this ? " What is the defetiBe ? — 
That this witness is unworthy of belief. My clients say their 
lives are not to be touched by B«ch a man : he is ibund to bs 
an informer ; he marks the Tiotim. Yoa know the w«rld toa 
well not to know that every falsehood is reduced to a certain 
degree of malleability by an alloy of truth. Such stories as 
these are not pure and simple falsehoods. Look at your Oa.te»- 
es, your Bedloes, and Dugdalas ! I ara disposed to believe, 
shocking as it is, that this witness had ^e heart, when ha 
was sniTounded with the little progeny of my dient — when 
he was sitting in the maBum in which he was hospitably e»- 
tertained — when he saw the old mother suppotted- by the pe- 
aty of her son, and the children basking in the parental fond- 
seas of the iaiher — that ha saw the scene, uid smiled at it— ^ 
contemplated the havoc he was to make, oonsigniog them t» 
the sbwms of a miserable world, without having an anohorsge 
in the kindness of a father ! Can such horror exist, and not 
waken the rooted vengeance of an etenial God ? But it can 
not reach this man beyond the grave, therefore I t^old hm 
here. I can imagine it, gentlemen, because, when the mind 
becomes destitute of the principles of morality and religion, all 
within the wretched being is left a black and desolated waste, 
iiev« cheered by the rays of tandemess and Inunamty. When 
Jtbis bflJivf .of 4tmD»l juatioe is goa» from tha wnl of nan, ]M>^ 
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ror and execution may take up their alwda in it. I can be- 
■lieve that the witness {with what view I can not say, with 
vhat hope I oa.n not conjecture — you may) did meditate the 
conBJgning of these two men to death, their children to heg- 
gary and reproach — abusing the hospitahty with which ho 
was received, that be might afterward come here and crown 
bis work, having first received the iittle spark of truth by 
which the masa was to be put into animation !" Independ- 
ent, however, of the vile perfidy admitted by this witncES, there 
was an objection taken to his credit on the ground of infidel- 
ity. This he denied, but four respectable witnesses deposed . 
to the fact from their previous knowledge of him. One of 
4hese, Lieutenant Shervington, swore that Armstrong not only 
handed Paine's Rights of Man to him, pronouncing it to be his 
" creed," but added that he would pique himself on being the 
executioner of his sovereign! No one can doubt that evidence 
such as this, on which depended the lives of the two prison- 
ers, not only opened a wide field for the exertions of their coua- 
eel, but required the full possession of all his energies ; yet, at 
midnight, when the case for the prosecution had at length con- 
cluded, we are presented with the following miserable scene : 
Mr. CvRiuN. " My lord, before I address you or the jury, I 
would wish to make one preliminary observation. It may be 
an observation only — it may be a request. For myself I am 
indifferent ; but I feel I am now unequal to the duty — I am 
«inking under the weight of it. We all know the character 
of the jury ; the interval of their separation must be short, if 
it should be deemed necessary to separate them. I protest I 
have sunk under this trial. If I must go on, the court must 
bear with me — the jury may also bear with me. I will go on 
until I sink ; but after a sitting of sixteen hours, with only 
twenty minutes' interval, in these times I should hope it would 
not be thought an obtrusive request to ask for a few hours' in- 
terval of repose, or rather of reeollectiou." 
I Lord Carleton. "What sayyou, Mr. Attorney General?" 
- Mr. Attobhey Gsnekai. (Toler). "My bids, I feel suoh 
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pnblio inconvenience from adjourning cases of this kind, that 
I can not consent. The counsel for the prisoners can not be 
more exhausted than thosa for the prosecution." (Tbey had 
a very difleient kind of reepoosibiiity.) " If they do not choose 
to speak to the evidence, we shall give up our right to speak, 
and leave the matter to the court altogether. They have had 
two speeches already, and leaving them uureplied to is a great 



LoRP Caeleton. " We should be glad to aecommodato as 
much as possible. I am as much exhausted as any other per- 
son, but we think it better to go on." 

Mr. C OLE AN. "Genllemenof the jury, it seems that much 
has been conceded to us. God help us ! I do not know what 
has been conceded to me, if so insignificant a person may have 
extorted the remark. Perhaps it is a concession that I am 
allowed to rise in such a state of mind and body, of collapse 
and deprivation, as to feel but a little spark of indignation, 
raised by the remark* that much has been conceded to the 
counsel for the prisoners ! Much has been conceded to the 
prisoners ! Almighty and merciful God, who lookest down 
upon us, what are the times to which we are reserved, when, 
we are told that much has been conceded to prisoners who are 
put upon their trial at a moment like this — of more darkness 
and night of the human intellect than a darkness of the nat- 
ural period of twenty-four hours I;— that public convenience can 
not spare a few hours to those who are accused for their lives; 
and that much has been conceded to the advocate, almost ex- 
hausted in the poor remark which he has endeavored to make 
upon it ! 

" My countrymen ! I do pray you, by the awful duty which 
you owe your country — by that sacred duty which you owe 
your character — and I know how you feel it — I do obtest you, 
by the almighty God, to have mercy upon my client — ^to save 
him, not from the consequences of his guilt, but from the base- 
.ness of his accusers, and the pressure of the treatment under 
.which I am sinking." 
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or die Bpeeeh wbieh Mr. Cunan was compelled to msH 
iindM; HQoh oircni&elancea, nothing teniaiiw entitled to the 
name of a report, Almofit every vestige of whet was univei* 
■ally admitted at the time to ruik with his greatest efforts, 
and in peiiiapa tbe moBt inteTesting of these state ttials, has 
been allowed to peri^. Yet the eensation he prodoned was 
prodigious. He was thoroaghlj ronsed by a refusal which, 
coming from Toler, he looked upon as a personal indignity; 
ftnd bis delivery was most impressive. Cunan was a fine 
Aotor ; endowed with great tMtnnd cftpabilities, still no one 
took more pains to improve and cultivate than. Thme was 
modi in the ooeaiion, and in. the aocessories Burroundtng it. to 
excite the imagination and operate upon the feelings. The 
solemn hour, the military andience, tbe station of the prisnters, 
tbeir fiatemity, tbe awful nature of the times, and the certaia 
fate which must follow on oonTiotion, gave wdghty import t» 
•very word nttei«d by the itdvocate. Few of these precious 
words t»ve been pceteneA, but his mode of dealing with the 
all-important testimony of Armstrong seems somehow to have 
neaped the geiLeral wreck. " But," said he, " gentlemen, 
suppose I am mistaken in both parts of my argument — sup- 
pose tbe prisoners (if tbe evidenoe were true) did compass the 
king's death, a&d sdbere to tbe king's enemies— upon what 
are yon to found your verdict ? Upon your oaths. And what 
are they to be founded upon ? Upon the oath of tbe witness. 
And what is that founded upon ? Upon this, and this only, 
that he does believe there is an eternal God — an intelligent 
Supreme existence — capable of infliating etexnal punishment 
for oflenses, or conferring eternal compensation upon jnan, aftei 
he has passed the boundary of the grave. But where the 
\ritness behoves that he is possessed of a perishing soul, and 
that there is nothing upon which punishment or reward can 
be exerted, he proceeds, regaidless of the number of his ol- 
fenses, and undisturbed by the terrors of exhausted fancy, 
\riueh might save you ftom the fear that your verdict is found- 
ed upon penury. Suppose he imagine that the body is aetll* 
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ftted by Eome kind of Miimal machinery — I know not in wh&t 
language to describe his notions— suppose hia opinion of tbe 
beautiful gystem framed by tbe Almighty hand to be, that it 
ia all folly and biindnesa compared to the manner in vhioji 
be consideiB himself to have been created, or his abominablo 
heart concaves hia ideas, or his abominable tongue communi- 
oates his notions — suppose him, I say, to think so— what is 
peijuiy to him ? He needs no creed if be thinks his misera- 
' ble body can take eternal refuge in the grave, and the last puff 
of hit nostrils sends his soul into annihilation ! He laughs st 
the idea of eternal justice, and t^lls you that the grave, into 
-which he ainln as a log, forms an intrenchment against tbe 
throne of (rod and the vengeance of exasperated justice ! 

" Do you not feel, my fellow-countrymen, a sort of antici- 
pated consolatiim in refleetii^ upon the religion which gave 
us comf<Ht in onr early days, enabled ns to sustain the stroke 
of affliction, and endeared us to one anoth^; and when we 
eee our friends nnking into tbe earth, fills ns with the expect- 
ation that we rise again — that we but sleep for a. while to 
wake forever ? But what kind of communication can you 
bold, what interchange expect, what confidence jdace in that 
abject slave — that condemned, despaired-of wretch — who acts 
under the idea that he Is only the folly of a moment — that he 
can not step beyond the threshold of the grave — that that 
which is an object of terror to the best and of hope to the con- 
fiding, is to birn contempt or despair ? 

" Bear with me ; I feel my heart running away with me ; 
tbe worst men coiIy can be cool. What ia the law of this 
country 1 If the witness does not beli»ve in God or in a fix- 
ture state, you can not swear hira. What swear him upon T 
Is it Tipou the book or the leaf? Yon might ns well swear 
him by a bramble or a coin. The ceremmy of kissing is only 
the external symbol by which nan seals himself to the precept, 
and says, ' May God sohelp me, as I swear the ttuth !' H« 
ift then attached to the Divinity on etmdition of telling truth, 
«nd ho expects mncy bom Heavm as be peifmus his 1ade^ 
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taking. But the infidel, by -what can yon catch hit! soul ? 
or by what caa you hold it 1 You lepulse him from giving 
evidence, for he has no consoience, bo hope to cheer him, no 
punishment to dread." 

At eight o'clock in the morning, when the fatal verdict was 
pronounced, the wretched brothers were seen clasped in each 
other's arms. When called up for judgment. Henry made an 
inefiectual attempt to address the court, but was soon over- 
whelmed by his emotions. John was more firm : his only re- 
quest ia;inoHt afiecting. " The law says that I must sufier, 
and I am ready. But I have one request to make. I do not 
pray that I should not die, but that the husband, the father, 
the brother, and the son, all comprised in one person, holding 
these relations dearer in life to him than any man I know — 
for such a man I do not pray a pardon, for that is not in the 
power of the court, but I pray a respite for such time as the 
court, in its humanity and discretion, shall think proper." Lord 
Carleton, deeply affected, feelingly aUuded \o hie own intimacy 
.with the father and mother of the prisoners, and performed 
what must have been to him, indeed, a painful duty. Toler 
moved that the sentence should be carried into ezecntjou aa 
the next day — and so it was, 

After the execution of the Sbeares, the other state trials fol- 
lowed in quick succession. M'Cann, Byrne, and Bond were 
all defended by Mr. Curran, They were all convicted ; but 
Bond's life was spared, in consequence of the compact of gov- 
ernment with the prisoners in Fort St. George. Of his speech- 
es in the two first cases nothing whatever remains. They 
have been carefully suppressed, A very meager report of his 
defense of Bond is preserved. It is singular that a people, in 
whose dark history the mind finds no relief save in the con- 
templation occasionally of a man of genius or patriotism, should 
Bufier all memorials of such men to perish. What noble rehci 
of Curran would have been preserved, had that excellant son, 
to whose filial piety his memory is bo much indebted, been of 
ftn age at this period to record oi to collect them. And yet 
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even in this leepect he is more fortunate tban others of fais 
time. Some of the disjecta memhra have reached ua ; hut 
Flood, Duquery, Yelverton, amnlussey Burgh live but in tra- 
dition. The only passage in the speech for Bond, as reported, 
which indicates the talent of the speaker, is his description of 
B-eynolds, a principal witness in some of these cases for tbe 
crown. It is only just, however, to say, that the friends of 
Keynolds declare him to have been much misrepresented. Al- 
lowance certainly should be made for the zeal and coloring of 
the advocate ; and as speeches made far a purpose, and en 
one side, it is desired that the reader may consider them. They 
form, however, part and portion of Mr. Curran's profesaional 
history, which would be left imperfect by their omission. 
That Beynolda was a person of great presence of mind is man- 
ifested by a striking anecdote, which Mr. Henry Grattan re- 
lates on the authority of Cunan. Eeynolda had incurred the 
BUspicioa of his associates, among whom was one Neilson, it 
man of gigantic stature. They met one day in College 
Green, when Neilson "seized him with Herculean force, and 
kept his arm under him as if in a vice. He hurried him 
along, without opening his lips, until he got him into a dark 
entry off Thomas Street ; and, having got him in there, he 
exclaimed, ' Reynolds, what punishment, do you think, should 
be inflicted upon a villain who would betray you V B«ynolda 
was frightened ; but, having had time to coUect himself, look* 
ing at Neilson, he exclaimed, ' Bring me to the atrocious vil- 
lain, and with this hand I will hlow his brains out !' He 
acted it well. Neilson said, ' Ah ! you are doubted ; I shall 
have you watched ; if you go away, depend on it you will fall.' 
A few day« after Reynolds betrayed them all."* The fol- 
lowing is Mr. Curran's denunciation of Reynolds : 

" Are you prepared, in a case of life and death, of honor and 

of infamy, to credit a vile informer 1 The perjurer of one 

hundred oaths — whom pride, honor, or religion could not bind 

—the forsaken prostitute of every vice, calls on yon with one 

■ OnMan'l Lift and Tim4i. 
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breath to blast tbe memoiy of tbe dead, and blight the chat- 
aoter of the living 1 Do you think Keynolds to be a villaia t 
It ia true he dresses like a gtntTeinaii, and the confident ex- 
f KBsioB of his countenance, and the tones of his voice, savor 
ttrong of grffwing authority. He measures his value by the 
oofiins of his victims, and in the field of evidence appreciates 
his fame, as the Indian warrior does in fight, by the number 
«f the scalps with which he can swell his victory I He calls 
on you by the solemn league of moral justice to accredit the 
purity of & conscience washed in its own atrocities ! He baa 
promised and betrayed — he has sworn and forsworn ; and, 
whether his soul shall go to heaven or to hell, he seems per- 
fectly indifleront, for he tells you he has estabUshed an inter- 
-e«t in both places \ He has told you that he has pledged 
himself to treason and allegiance, and both oaths has he con- 
^iemned and broken. At this time, when reason is afirighted 
from her seat, and giddy pr^udice takes the reina — when the 
wheels of society are set in conflagration by the rapidity of 
their own motion — at such a time does he call upon a jury, 
in Heaven's name, to accredit a testiiQooy blaBted by his own 
ftocusation ! Vile, however, as this execrable informer must 
feel himself, history, alas ! holds out but too much encourage- 
ment to his hopes ; for, however base and however peijured, 
I recollect but few instances between the subject and the 
crown where informers have not cut keen and rode a while 
trium^ant upon pubHo prejudice, I know of no instance 
where the edge of the informer's testimony has not been fatal, 
or imly blunted by the extent of its execution, afiter he hai 
retired from public view, hid beneath the heap of his owji 
carnage. I feel, gentlemen, I ought to apologize to Mi. Rey- 
nolds for plainng him in this point of view, for I frankly own 
I have no authority save his own accusation. Gentlemen, 
y<M have been emphatically called on to secure the state by 
the omtvietion of the prisoaer. I am less interested in the 
condition aoA political bap{HHesB of this counljy than you ara, 
ibr probably I shall be a less time in it. I have, then, the 
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greater claim on. your conGdeace, when I caution you against 
the greateat and rooEt fatal of tcTolutions — that which places 
the aeepter in the hands of the iafbimei. These aie probably 
the laat woids I shall ever epeak to yon, but these last are 
diiected to your salvation and that of your poaterity, whes 
they tell you that the reign of the informer is the suppressuu 
of the law. My oH friends, I tell you that if you surrender 
yourselves to the mean and disgraceful inslrumentality of 
your own condemnation, you will make yourselves fit object! 
lor martial law. You will give an attestation to the British 
minister that you are fit for it, and your liberties will vanish, 
never, oh never to return. Your country will become a desert 
or a jail, until the informer fatigued with slaughter and gorged 
with blood, will dumber upon the scepter of his perjury. It 
remains with you to say whether four spe«ies shall compriee 
the population of your conntary — the informer to accuse, the 
jury to condemn, the judge to sentence, and the prisoner to 
eufier. It regardeth not me what impresuon your verdict 
shall make on the fate of this country, but you it much r^ard- 
eth. With the solemnity of a last bequest, I ofier you. the 
-warning ; and oh ! may the acquittal of a worthy and virtu- 
ous citisMi, who takes refuge in your verdict from the vampire 
"who seeks to suck his blood, be the blessed promise of peace, 
eon&denoe, and security to this wretched, distracted, sf^-do- 
vouring population I" 

It was upon this trial that, amid the clashing of arms, and 
the menaces of an infuriated &cti<«i, Mr. Canan nobly ex.- 
"claimed, "Proceed to do your office ; you may assassinate, but 
■you can not intimidate me." After three several interrnj^ 
tions, be said, " I have very little, scarcely any hope, of being 
able to discharge my duty to my unfortunate client, perbspa 
most unfortunate in having me for his advocate. I know n^ 
'whether to impute those inhuman interruptions to mere aoci- 
■dent ; but I greatly fear they have been excited by prqu- 
dice." "Pray, Mr. Curran," said the court, "proceed wilt 
^nr defense, and, with the blessing of God,' we will take care 
K 
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that you shall not again be iatemipted." Such v&t the tem- 
per of the times, whea judicial interference was absolutely 
ufweBsary in order to procure a hearing for a pnsonei's conaset 
— ^that prisoner on trial for his life ! Such were the scenes 
through which Mr. Currau had to labor — such the impedi- 
ments he had hourly to surmouut. But he did this duty no- 
bly, though, as he afterward said, he often felt it not improb- 
able that the fate of the counsel might have preceded that of 
the dient I 

Toward the close of this dismal year he was employed at 
the bar of the House of Lords on behalf of X/ord Heiu7 Fitz- 
gerald, the brother — of Pamela, the widow — and of the infant 
children— of Lord Edward Fitjtgerald against the biU brought 
in hy the government to attaint that nobleman and vest his 
property in the crown. This seems an anomalous proceeding, 
and very characteriBtic of the times. Of Lord Edward's guilt 
there could not be a question ; but he had paid its penalty. 
Untried, he was, of course, unconvicted ; and this proceeding 
was a species of posthumous trial, when the accused was inca- 
pable of defense. It was not, even, as if he had fled,. and, by 
his own act, avoided a prosecution which he might have faced : 
he was in his grave. Lord Edward Fit^erald was a noble- 
man of warm feelings, prepossessing manners, and most esti- 
mable private character. He had been in the British army, and 
served with credit under I^rd Comwallb in America, where 
he was wounded. Unfortunately for himself, he visited Paris 
during that revolution in which a sanguinary despotism pro- 
faned the name of liberty. Like many others of more experi- 
ence than himself, ho adopted the fantastic doctrines of the 
day. A duke's son, he became Citizen Fitzgerald ; and, bear- 
ing a king's conunisaion, he toasted the downfall of royally 
amid the drunken orgies of rebellion. This could not be 
overlooked ; and, when on the eve of obtaining a majority, he 
was dismissed the service. Imbued with French principles, 
and stung by personal indignity, he returned to Ireland, where 
he organized a conspiracy which convulsed the country. The 
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plot wBB deeply seated and widely spiead ; and had ita authcff, 
OT, at least, one of its most ardent suppoiters, lived to guide it 
with his military experienoe, the podtioa of government might 
have been criticaj indeed. As it was, it* leader lost and its 
outbreak premature, no computation makes the number of its 
victims less than 70,000 — 50,000 on the side of the leheK 
and 20,000 of the king's forces. In these days confidence was 
made &o medium of perfidy. The man who sat at his table 
betrayed the host— the guest who fondled his children sacri- 
ficed the father. There is no donbt now that Lord Edward's 
life was sold, though by whom is still matter of conjecture. 
His every movement was revealed to the government ; and on 
the 19th of May, 1798, four days previous to the lebellioti, he 
was arrested at the house of one Murphy, a feather merchant 
in Thomas Street. He was lying on his bed, with his coat ofi^ 
after having dined, when Town-majoi Swan and Captain Ryan 
entered t^ room. He instantly rose, having in his hand a 
kind of double stiletto, the handle being in the center, ^m 
each end of which a sharp blade protruded, and commenced 
a desperate lesistaace. He severely wounded Swan, and 
stabbed Ryan mortally in the abdomen, when a shot firom be- 
hind the door, fired by Major Sirr, disabled him. "When thus 
helpless and overpowered by the soldiery, he received Irom 
some dastard a saber wound across the neck. He died in 
Kewgate on the third of the ensuing month, demanding re- 
peatedly in bis delirium whether Dubhn was not in flames. 
Mr. Curran's speech against the Bill of Attainder is so shame- 
fully reported that there is scarcely a passage worthy of being 
extracted. 

" I have been asked," said he, " by the committee, whether 
I have any defensive evidence ? I am confounded by such a 
question. Where is there a poGsibiUty of obtaining defensive 
evidence ? Where am I to seek it ? I have often, of late, 
gone to the dungeon of the captive, but never have I gone to 
the grave of the dead, to receive instractions for his defense ; 
Bor, in truth, have I ever before been at tha trial of a dead 
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man ! I ofier, therefore, no evidence upon this inqiHTf, 
Bgaiast the perUoUB example of which I do protest on behalf 
of the public, and againat the cruelty, and inhumanity, and 
injustice of which I do protest in the name of the dead father, 
whose memory is sought to be dishonored, and of his infant 

' orphans, whose bread is sought to be taken away. Some ob- 
servations, and but a few, upon the evidence of the informer, 
I will make. I do believe alt he has admitted respecting him- 
self. I do verily believe him in that instance, even though I 
heard him assert it uptm. his oath — by hie own ccnfessitHi, an 
informer, and a bribed informer — a man whom respectable 
witnes^s had sworn in a court of justice, upon th^ oaths, not 

' to be credible on his oath — a man upon whose single testimony 
no jury ever did, or ever ought to pronounce a Verdict of guilty 
— a kind of man to whom the law resorts with abhorrence, and 
irom necessity, in order to set the criminal against the crime, 
but who is made use of for the same reason that the most nox- 

- ious poisons are resorted to in medicine. If such be the nmn, 
' look for a moment at his story. He confines himself to mere 
c(»versatiott only, with a dead man ! He ventures not to in- 
troduce any third person, living or even dead ; he ventures tn 
state no act whatever done. He wishes, indeed, to asperse 
the conduct of Lady Edward Fitzgerald; but he well kneif 
that, even were she in this country, she could not be called aa 
a witness to contradict him. See, therefore, if there be any 
one assertion to which credit can be given, except this — that 

-he has sworn and forsworn that he is a traitor — that he has 
reoeived Jive hundred guineas to be an informer, and that his 
general reputation is, to be utterly unworthy of credit." 
The following contains reflections worthy of every legisla- 

-tor's perusal and of every statesman's study. 

ON THE EFFECT OF PENAL LAWS. 

" They have ever been found more to exasperate than to 
restrain. When the infliction is beyond the crime, the horror 
of the guilt is lost in the horror of the punishment ; the BoS- 
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iferer becomes an olgect of commieeratiou, and the iojustice of 
the Btate of public odium. It was well observed that in £a- 
giand the highwayman never murdered, because there the of- 
fender was not condemaed to torture ; but in France, vhera 
the oflendei was brokep on the wheel, the traveler seldom or 
never escaped. What, then, is it in England that sends the 
traveler home with life, but the comparatiTc mildness of Ea- 
.glieh law ? What bat the merciless cruelty of the French law 
that gives the atrocious aggravation of murder to robbery ? 
Themultiplicationof penal laws lessens the value of life ; and 
when you lessen the value of life, you lca«ea the fear of death. 
Look to the history of England upon this subject with respect 
to treason. Notwithstanding all its formidable array of death, 
of Saxon forfeiture, and of feudal oorniptiou of blood, in what 
country do you read of more treasons or of more rebeUions? 
And why ? Because these terrors do not restrain tha traitor. 
.Beyond all other delinquents, he is likely to be a person cf that 
ardent, enthusiastic, and intrepid spirit, that is mused into 
more decisive and desperate daring by the proef>eot of peril. 
A government that means honestly will appeal to the affeo- 
.tions, not the feans of the people. A state must be driven to 
the last gasp when it is driven to seek protection in the aban- 
donment of the law — in that melancholy avowal of its weak- 
ness and its fear. Therefore it was not done in the lebellioa 
of 17 IS, nor in that of 174S. I have hitherto abstained from 
adverting to the late transactioiui in Ireland ; bnt I can not de- 
fraud ray clients or their cause of so ptegnaitt an example. In 
this coimtry, penal lawB have been tried beyond any example of 
former times : what was the event I Tha race between penal- 
ty and crime was continued, each growing fiercer in the conflict, 
until the penalty could go no further, and the. fugitive turned 
upon the breathless pursuer." Hia conclusion was very fine. 
"Every act of this sort ought to have a practical mtnality 
flowing from its principle. If loyalty and justiae require that 
Jhese children should be deprived of bread, must it not be a 
violation of that principle to give themfood or shelter ] Muat 
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not every loyal and jnrt maa visli to see them, in the vroida 
of the famous Golden Bull, ' always poor and neceasitons, and 
forever accompanied by the infamy of theii father, laognisfaiog 
in oontinned indigence, and finding tiieir punishment in Uving, 
and theit lelief in dying?' If the widowed mother should 
carry the orphan heir of her unfortunate husband to the gate 
of any man who might feel himself touched with the sad vicis- 
Bitudes of human afiiiirs, who might feel a compassionate rev- 
erence for the noble blood that flowed in his veins, nobler thaa 
the loyalty that first ennobled it, that, like a rich fitieam, rose 
till it ran and hid its ibuntain — if, remembering the many no- 
ble qualities of his unibrtnnate father, his heart melted over 
the calamitieti of the child — if his heart swelled, if his eyes 
overflowed, if his too precipitate hand was stretched forth by 
his pity 01 his gratitude to the poor excommunicated auflerera, 
hmff could he jtt^fy the r^td tear or the traitorous human- 
Uy ! One word more and I have done. I once more ear- 
nestly and solemnly coqjnre you to reflect that the fact — I 
mean the fact of guilt or innocence, which must be the foun- 
dation of this bill — is not now, after the death of the party, 
capable of being tried, consistent with the liberty of a free peo- 
ple, or the uialtemble rules of eternal justice ; and that as to 
the forfeiture and the ignominy which it enacts, that only can 
be pnnishment which hgbts upon gmlt, and that can be only 
vengeanoo which breaks upon innocence." Pamela, the widow 
of Lord Edward, was the daughter of the Duke of Orleans 
and the celebrated Madame Genlis. The Bill of Attainder 
passed, contrary to every principle of justice. The estate, of 
which the widow and the orphan were thus hearUeBsly de- 
prived, was moderate, but it was their aU. It is a curious se- 
quel to this very discreditable enactment, that the tenants on 
the forfeited property disclaimed the titie thus obtained, and 
never paid a shilling rent to the crown !* 

Lord Edward Fitzgerald was a brave and able officer, much 

beloved by his friends, and respected by his enemies. Had ho 

* Ferional Btcellaciioiu of Lord CUmatrry. 
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lived to guide the rebeUion he had oi^anized, it is impoEsible 
to say what might not have been the consequenccB. The peo- 
ple loved him. for a name identified with the popular cause ia 
Ireland, and revered him £>r the solemn religious enthueiaam 
of his character. Tbey saw he was in earnest. No ignoble 
ambition, no sordid motive, sullied the daring chivalry of the 
soldier. Uninflnenced by personal interest or personal aj^;nin- 
dizement, his conntry acknowledged the claim whioh an ex- 
clusive love for her gave him to her allegiance. It is a mel- 
ancholy reflection, that the fete of this estimable man, and of 
very many thousand others, might have been averted by one 
tenth part of the concsssionB which have since been accorded. 
Those who knew Lord Edward well, declare that his views 
were limited primarily to parliamentary reform, and that the 
obstinate refusal to concede it finally determined him on the 
separation of the countries : an insane attempt, the success of 
which would most probably have ruined bath. Mc. Cnrran 
did not live to see the reverse of this attainder, which to<A 
place in the year 1819, a year andahalf only after his deaUi, 
during George the Fourtb's regency. It is to be regretted 
that he did not hear the recognition of the principles on which 
he opposed the bill from the lips of the prime minister of En- 
gland. Ix>rd Liverpool declared that the reversal originated 
not so much in the royal clemency as in a sense of ike iiijut- 
tice of the attainder itself. Lord Edward's only son was a 
distinguished officer in the British army, and was admitted to 
be such by the homtrable testimony of the I>uke of Welling- 
ton. The fbllowing fine lines were addressed to the B^[«nt 
by Lord Byron on the reversal of the attaindw : 
" To bs the rather of the btherleu, * 

To stretch tha hand from the throne'i height, and rnto 

Hit children who expired in other days 

To make tby sire's sway by a kingdom less — 

This ia to be B monarch, and repreia 

Envy into unutterable pi^se. 

Diamiss thy gnaid, and truat ymt (o inch trails. 

For who woold lift a basd except to bleaa T 
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Wore it not easy, air, Bad is't not ivreet 

To Disks thyself beloved t and to be 

Omnipotent by Mercy'* meansl for thus 

Tby soTereigDly would grow but more complete, 

A despot than, and yet the people free ! 

And bj the beart, not haad, easUTiDg lu." . 

Whea the scaSbld of 1798 had diapatclied its last victim. 
Ml- Pitt prepared to efiect the legislative nnioa ; and for this 
pnrpoBo Robert Stewart, Lonl Castlereagfa, was selected as 
tlie instrament. A more suitable one could scarcely have 
been chosen. Of noble aspect and most couTteoua ajanner, 
be was formed to conciliate ; firm in his principle, and daunt- 
less in his bearing, he was not to be intimidated — qualities 
Taluable in a country where cajolery does much, and in a day 
When talent without courage could do nothing. It was a dar- 
ing design of which the youthful statesman undertook the ex- 
ecution. He had not merely to annihilate the independence 
of tbe country, but he had to compel its L^slature to an act 
of suicide. The time, as it appears to me, for discussing the 
policy of this measure has long passed away ; and its projected 
repeal, if such were ever serioUBly contemplated, constitutes 
one of Ireland's monster calamities. Such discussions have 
done incalculable mischief. The public mind has been de- 
Tanged, the nation's morals vitiated ; industry — a great vrsnt 
' in Ireland — baa been suspended and discouraged ; and capital 
— a greater still — efiectually scared away. The people have 
been seduced from the paths which lea4 to competence and 
peace, into marshes full of peril, where the phantom they pur- 
sue, receding at their approach, still lures them onward with 
the light " that leads astray." Ireland is in want, and wretch- 
edness, and misery, no doubt, and there is nothing more easy 
than to attribute it to tbe Union : tbe question arises, how- 
ever, Is not such a state of things rather attributable to those 
who will not permit its operatiou ? Can it be doubted that, 
where a fertile soil, a salubrious ohmate, unworlced mines, 
-wasted water-force, abundant fisheries, and every temptation 
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«iat eDterprise, iavite BriliEh investment, capital 
would long ago have filled the land with happiness and plenty, 
were it not for the wild and wicked war-whoop which warns 
it away ? With the attainment of Roman Catholic emanci- 
pation, agitation should have ceased in Ireland ; and until it 
does ceate, the country must retn^ade. He ^o can edu* 
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bate, setting his watch at the poet-office, whicli vas then op- 
poute the late Failiament House, when a noble member of 
the Hotuo of Lotds said to him, with imblaihing jocularity, 
" Cturan, \rhat do they mean to do with ihat nseleu build- 
ing ? Fat my part, I am sure I bate even the sight of it." 
" I do not wonder at it, my lord," replied Curran, contemptu- 
tmsly ; " I neret yet heard of a murders who vm not a&aid 
of a ghost." 

He used to relate with ^at glee a mishap which befeU a 
Koman Catbolio bishop who went up to the Castle to adulate 
the lord lieutenant. The B-omanCathoIic opposition had been 
neutralized by promises, retributively unfulfilled for nearly 
thirty years. It seems one of Lord Comwallis's eyes was 
smaller tiian the other, and had acquired a quick, perpetual, 
eecillating motitm. The addressers, who had never seen him, 
had elaborated their compliments in the country. His excel- 
lency was on his throne in high state, when Bishop Lauigaa 
of Kilkenny, at the head of his clergy, auspiciously commenced : 

"Your excellency has always kept a steady eye upon the 
interests of Ireland" — the room was in a roar- " NeTec," 
said Curran, " did I hear its match, except in the Mayor of 
Coventry's compliment to Qaeen Elizabeth: 'When the 
Spanish annada attached yonr majesty, ecqd, they caught ^ 
Wong tow by the ear-'' " 

The debates on the Union called into operation all the 
oratorical talent of the country, but their record has been as 
far as possible suppressed. The volume containing the ses- 
sion of 1800 is difficult to be procured — so difficult, that it 
has been sought for in vain to complete the s^es in the h- 
brary of the House of Lords. It has been my good fortune to 
preserve a few of the most eloquent passages of the most elo- 
qnent qteakers, and their preservation becomes now most im- 
portant in consequence of Lord Londonderry's lecent publica- 
tion. In that nobleman's edition of the Castlereagh papers, 
the appendix contains « document very strangely entitled, 
" Means by which the Iridi Union was carried." It purports 
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to be a communicatioti ftom eome correspondent in Dablin. 
It is composed of thr«e eztracti, the Tery dales of which show 
it to be impossible tbat the title prefixed to the documeat could 
be SQBtained by them, the latest date being the 16th of Janii- 
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sf ezdngniBhed reliellion have iMen so long infiered to exitt. 
I do not wiih to derogate from the praise to which the noble 
lord may be entitled for his clemmcy ; its very excesses, if 
-tiiey do not claim praise, are entitled to indulgence." Ttiere 
is a fourth passage tram Sit Jonah Barrington's wcwk to the 
■ante efiect : " Here,^' exclaims Lord Londonderry, " is the 
«ridence of the most eloqnent, as well as the most inTeteT«t« 
-memies of the Union, that peace, justice, and mercy were 
among the means employed to efiect that measuie." Now, 
eren admitting that to be so, it by no means justifiee. the titl^ 
." Means by which the Union was eflected." But the reader 
will not fail to observe that the date of the latest of these ex- 
tracts is January, 1800. It may be as well also to inform 
him that the vaunted *' means," " peace, justice, and mercy," 
were so far from being effectual, that the session was abruptly 
closed, and, afier an interval of seme months. Lord Caatle- 
leagh succeeded in securing a majority ! ! 

But how ? By " peace, justice, and mercy," forsooth ! 
England shall judge ; and, that the noble marquis may have 
no canse of complaint, two of the witnesses shall be the very 
men whonl he has called. Neither let it be sapposed that 
their eloquent assertions were mere declamation : they were 
flung at Lord Castlereagh himself, and testimony tendered as 
to their truth. What says the before-mentioned Mr. Peter 
Burrowes 1 " But is the Parhament to which he thus pri- 
marily and exclusively resorts left to exercise its unbiased 
judgment? I shall not dwell on this odious subject : I ahall 
not compare the black list with the red book, or enumerate 
'those who lost and those who gained office : I shall not an- 
ticipate those posthumous funeral honors which await some 
who have nndcrtaken for the extinction of the Constitutioa 
of their country, if they shall succeed in their pious labors. 
Neither shall I allude to those Phcnnix judges who are to 
^ring oat of the ashes of the Irish Legiriature, I do not like 
even to think of those deluded men, who foi^t th^ had a 
country probably because they thought their countiy would 
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Itot Eurvive to remember them. X turn to ft more grateful 
■abject. The virtue of this Honae triumphed over the min- 
ister, amd refuted the calumnies which were leveled eren 
more at your existence than your fame. The measure was 
defeated — ^tranquillity was restored, and what, if poseible, wai 
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of thankB to yon, sir, £>r yonr oondact in that clisir. They 
will not easily forget, not the absence, but the diigncefiil 
flight of the minister of the country to aroid the expoonre and 
the punishment cf gnilt. When the functions of this Honge 
vere superseded, bis exo^ency, for the fint tiine, thought 
proper to inform them of the resolutions of the British Failia* 
mont, and he was furthet pleased to insinuate that it would be 
a great satisfaction to him in his old age if we would be so 
good as to adopt thk measure of an impending union. I must, 
for one, beg to be excused from making quite so great a sacri- 
fice from mere personal civihty to any lord lieutenant, how- 
ever respectable he may be. The independence of a nation, I 
must own, does not a[q;)ear to me to be exactly that kind «f 
bagatelle which is to be ofiered by way of compliment, either 
to the youth of the noble lord who honors ns by his presMice 
in this House, or to the old age of the noUe marquis who oc- 
casionally sheds his setting luster over the other. To the first 
I am disposed to say, in the words of Waller, 
" ' I pray thoo, genlla boy, 
Frew me no more for that slight toy.' 
And to the latter I might apply the language of Lady Coor 
stance : ' That's a good child — go to its grandam — give grand- 
dam kingdom, and its grandam will give it a plum, a cherry, 
and a fig — there's a good grandam.' I hope, therefore, sir, I 
diall not be thought nnpohte if I decline the ofier of the Con- 
stitution of Ireland, either as a garland to adotn the youthM 
brow of the secretary, or to be suspended over the pillow of 
the viceroy. 

" Thus ended that neve^to-be-fo^gotten session. What 
has since been done ? During the whole interval between 
the sessions, the same barefaced system of parUamentary cor- 
ruption has been pursued— dismissals, promotions, threats, 
promises. In despite of all this, the minister feared he would 
not succeed in Parliament, and he afiected to appeal to what 
be bad before despised — the sentiment of the people. When 
he was confident of a majority, the people were to be heard 
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the shivering tenant with the prospect of his turf-bog being 
withheld if he did not sign your addresses — after employing 
your military commanders, the uncontrolled arbiters of life 
and death, to hunt the rabble againat the conatitated author^ 
ilies — after squeezing the lowest dregs of a population of 
about five miltioos, you obtained about five thousand signa- 
tures, three fourths of whom affixed their names in surprise, 
terror, or total ignorance of the subject. And after all this 
canvass of the people, and after all this corruption wasted on 
the Parliament, and after all your boasting that you would 
carry the measure by a triumphant majority, you do not dare 
to announce the subject in the speech from the throoe ! You 
ta]k of respect for our gracious sovereign. I ask what can 
he a more gross disrespect than this tampering with the royal 
name ? Fledged to the English Farhament to bring thia 
measure before us at a proper opportunity — holding it out to 
us at the close of the last session, and not daring to hint it at 
the beginning of this ! Is it not notorious why you do not 
venture to bring forward the measure now t Because the 
tuita of your corruption have not yet bloasoined — because you 
did not dare to hazard the debate last session, in order to fill 
up the vacancies which the places bestowed by you avowedly 
for this question had occasioned, and because you have em- 
ployed the interval in the same sordid traffic, and because 
you have a hand of disinterested patriots to come in and com- 
plete the enlightened majority who are to vote away the Ub- 
erties of Ireland." 

These are two of the identical authorities which Lord Lon< 
dondeny himself has quoted. Two others only shall be add- 
ed, as much on account of theit indignant eloquence as of the 
frightful fidelity of the description. 

Mr. Grattan. " You have set up a little king of your own, 
and a principal servant of the crown, speaking to the House 
of Commons, and talking of his prince with the vulgar famil- 
iarity with which a slave would salute hia fellow: 'Half a 
million oi more waa expended, some years ago, to break an op^ 
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poaition — the same, or a greater Bum, may be necessary now I' 
-The House heard him — I heard him : he said it, standing on 
his legs, to an astonished House and an indignant nation ; and 
ho said BO in the most extensive sense of bribery and corrup- 
tion. The threat was proceeded on — the peerage was sold ; 
the caitiffs of corruption were every where— in the lobby, in 
the streets, on the steps, and at the door of every parliament- 
ary leader, whose thresholds were worn by the members of 
the then administration, offering titles to some, amnesty to 
others, and corruption to all." 

Mr. BusHS. " Let me advise the noble lord to weigh well 
and consider deeply the probable permanency of a measure so 
conducted ; let me implore him to avail himself of the passing 
experience of his own day, and of the instructions which his- 
tory may afford him ; and when he sees volcanic revolutions 
desolating the face of the pohtical world — the first elementary 
principles of society loosening and dissolving, and empires, not 
built upon the liberties of the people, crumbling into dust — 
let him contemplate the awful change he is about to accom- 
plish, and consider the dreadful responsibility he incurs to his 
sovereign, by exchanging the affections of a loyal nation for 
the reluctant obedience of a degraded and defrauded province. 
Let him look for the permanency of this transaction something 
farther than to the vote of the night or the job of the morn- 
ing ; and let him have some better doouilient than his army- 
list for the affections of the people. Let him consider whether 
posterity will validate this act — if they beUeve that the Con- 
stitution of their ancestors w&s plundered by loice, or was 
filched by practice. Let him, before it be too late, seriously 
ponder whether posterity will vaUdate this act — if they be- 
lieve that the basest corruption and artifice were exerted to 
promote it — that all the worst passions of the human heart 
were enlisted into the service, and aU the most depraved in- 
genuity of the human intellect tortured to devise new contriv- 
ances of fraud. I do not say those things have been. I state 
bypothe^tieaUy, and aak, if posterity believe such things, ■wiil 
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they validate the tranBaction ? If they believe that there was 
foul play fiom the firat moment to the last, both witbia doora 
and without — that the rabble were appealed to from the Par- 
liament, and debauched or intimidated to petition against the 
Constitution of their country — if they believe that, in Parlia- 
ment, the disgust of the measure, notwithstanding a proscrip- 
tion which made office incompatible with honor, stained the 
Treasury bench — that the disgust of the measure brc^e asun- 
der and dissociated some of the tenderest and most delicate ties 
of human life — that the nominal office of escheator of Munster 
became an office of honorable competition, and, after the Pai- 
liament was thus reduced, that the Irish Commons were re- 
cruited from the English staff! — if they were to believe these 
things, and that human fiailty and human necessities were' so 
practiced upon that the private sentiments and the public con- 
duct of several could not be reconciled, and that, where the 
minister could influence twenty votes, he could not command 
one ' Hear him !' I say not these things are so, but I ask you, 
if your posterity believe them to have been so, will posterity 
validate this transaction ? I answer, that where a transac- 
tion, though fortified by sevenfold form, is radically Irandulent, 
that all the forms and solemnities of law are but so many 
ha^^es of the fraud, and that posterity, like a great court of 
conscience, will pronounce its judgment. Let me not be mis- 
nnderstood — I am Aire I shall be misrepresented. Odious as 
this measure is in my eyes, and disgusting to my feelings, if I 
see it carried by the free and uninfluenced sense of the Irish 
Parliament, I shall not only defer and submit, but I will cheer- 
fully obey. It will be the flrst duty of every good subject. 
But fraud, and oppression, and unconstitntional practice may 
possibly be another question. If this be factious language, 
Lord Somers was factious — the founders of the Revolution 
were factious — William the Third was a usurper, and the 
Kevolution was a rebellion. For what did James the Second 
lose bis crown ? Can the case of the seven bishops be com- 
pared with the case of Ireland } I shall not draw the paiallel. 
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" I lta,Te too long troabled you ; but, before I sit down, let 
mo, foi once, conjure this House to conaider whether this be a 
transaction upon which altogetfaei they are willing to conunit 
themeelves, theii properties, their chorooteis, and their chil- 
dren 1 Let me conjuie you to weigh that question well, if 
private honor aad public virtue be not a name, and if every 
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can recolleot the returns consequent on the Emancipation Act 
^who can even now behold the iron deipotism openly influ- 
encing every Irish election, and doubt for a moment of what 
materials theit Failiament would be composed, or by whom it 
would be packed, oi what unhallowed acts it would be com- 
pelled to perpetrate 1 No, no ; honest representatives can well 
serve their country in an English senate, should they feel bo 
disposed ; and of the dishonest, to sell it in a native one, we 
have had enough. 

No man, perhajw, felt more acutely than Mr. Curran the 
enactment of the Union : be considered it as the extinction 
of all hope for Ireland. Howover, upon what foundation, even 
before that measure, any hope could have rested, it is e^itreme- 
ly difficult to discover. To me, looking dispassionately back 
upon the social and political state of that unhappy land, there 
seems to have been room for nothing but despair. What was 
then her social position ? The peasantry were serfs, ignorant, 
imbruted, and debased ; in the langua^ of Lord Clare, 
"ground down to the dust by relentless landlords" — holding 
their wretche'3 tenements at rack-rents, joiilt tenants with the 
swine that paid them. The landlords themselves, descendants 
from a reckless and a thriftless ancestry, were compelled to 
grind their tenants that they might even live ; but, true to 
the instinct of their race, they continued in a course of vulgar 
profusion, which, sooner or later, was sure to entail ruin on 
their posterity. It has come at last — the fountain of bitter- 
ness has overflowed — and they who would trace its waters to 
their source, will find it in Miss Edgeworth's inimitable Cas- 
tle Rackrent — a history, though robed in fiction. And turn 
we now to its political condition. Huled nominally by some 
Batrap of England, a stranger to the land, its habits and its 
necessities, he was himself mled by an upstart and rapacious 
oligarchy. The Castle of Dublin was notoriously the focus 
of intrigue, jobbery, and' faction. Its slave-viceroy, timid 
through very ignorance, songht refuge in the local experience 
of his party, and became the to<d of Hba alternate triunipb. 
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joow of a BereBford, and now of & Fonsooby. Wkat also vrSB 
.the Parliament of whicli Ireland was deprived but clay in, the 
hands of the political potter ? " It took half a million," Baid 
Castlereagh, " to break down an opposition ; and, if requiute, 
it and more shall not be wanting." He prophesied their per- 
fidy tojheii very faces; ha announced hU intentioDs oatenta- 
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habita, and by birth— and, dearer than all, a Rohan like them- 
Betvea! What moie could a mortal IriBhman desire? In- 
deed, in his creed lay very much of the secret of hia Bway. It 
secured for him a sympathy, a confidence, and an ascendency 
utterly unattainable by any Protestant. In Ireland, and in 
most countries of CatboUciun, the dark ignorance of the lower 
claasee renders them the helplcBS pnppets of their clergy. The 
shrewd agitator was awake to this, and molded it to his pur- 
pose. In the observance of the fasts, injunctions, and ceremo- 
nials of his Church, he was an obedient son ; in all respect, and 
even submiegiveness, to its pastots, he was a pattern for the 
people. If from mute creation he named his "own green 
land" a " flower" and " a gem," he borrowed from vocal na- 
ture the emblems of his bishops ; ornithology lent him " the 
sweet dove of Elphin," and the forest's contribution was " a 
lion of the fold of Judah." Nor were the prelates without 
their grateful nomenclature ; and lo 1 on their Ups Daniel be- 
came Moses. These are no ficttons : yet how strange the 
fact ! Happy prelates ! happier patriot ! > 

" What B commerce was theirs, while tiiey got and Ihoy gave !" 

In all this, however, the policy of O'Connell was profound : 
it was Jesuit perfection. When, through the priesthood, he 
became all-powerful with the people, that power became the 
cuib on its own bestowcrs. The clergy, from his satellites, 
were now his slaves. Their very subsistence was in his hands ; 
the oongregationa tendered hini no divided allegiance ; his will 
was a decree abore that of the Vatican ; and Rome's amazed 
and trembling minihlers saw him, as he stood even on the al- 
tar's steps, supreme and irresponsible, disobeying and denoimc- 
ing Rome's rescript,* There was no alternative but submis- 
sion. They quailed before him, and pandered to the power 
they could not combat. His policy now, in their turn, they 
adopted. They oi^anized his primum viobiie, the rent ; head- 
ed his processions ; bestowed their benediction on his monster 
* This ocourred in Clarendon Street Cbapel id ISt-l. 
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for, shune to aay, the nobility and aristocracy held aloof. tJfr 
iimately and eageily pertaksis of the prize, they shrank from 
,the perils of the coniliDt. They did even worse — they did &U 
they could to diacounteuance O'Gonnell. Pompously styliog 
themselves tJie " natural leaders" of the Komsn Catholics, 
they hated the taleat, intrepidity, and perseveiance which 
shamed their hereditary sloth, and scorned their self-satisfied 
inferiority. But deteimiaed, undaunted, indefatigable, through 
toil, and danger, and difficulty of every kind, he led the peo- 
ple to the promised land, and, with better fate than his pro- 
totype, entered it along with them. Having done this, be 
ahouid have died.. la 1829 he reached the summit of his 
gloiy. Every subsequent step was downward. I purposely 
Abstain from tracing that descent. Fa.r more pleasing is it to 
me to leave him on the height, whence, looking down upon 
the millions be had liberated, he could hear their outburst of 
joy, and happiness, and homage. 

At the bar O'Connell was an admirable Nisi Ptvus. advO" 
cate — a shrewd, subtle, successful cross-examiner — an excel- 
lent detailer of facts — a skillful dissector of evidence. His 
speech in the case of the King v. Magee is a noble specimen 
flf his talents and intrepidity. This he published afterward 
as a pamphlet. Often his junior, I had the means of know- 
ing that, in the management of a case, he was botli discreet 
and dexterous. Toward the bench respectful, independent, 
and at times even stem, he was ever toward his colleagues 
sociable and kind. In Parliament, which he necessarily en- 
tered late, his success was only average. In the midst of his 
multiplicity of affairs, he read every novel of the day, and was 
a-great reciter of poetry. Some of his parodies and poetical 
appUcatione in debate caught the humor of the House, and 
were considered felicitous. Among these was his sneer at the 
smallness of Lord Stanley's personal adherents after some gen- 
eral oleclion : 

"Thus down thy bill, romanlicAihbonnie.gUdea 
The Derhji DUly, canying lix msiilei." 
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His celebrated parody on three very excellent, and oertaicly 
very goad-humored raembws of Parliament, Colonels Sibthorp, 
f orcBv&l, and Yemer, was extremely ready, and produced a 

roar: 

" Three ooloDels, in (hree distant counties bom, 
Liucoln, Armagti, and Sligo did adorD. 
The firel io matchleu impudence gnrpawed, 
The nail in bigoUj— in both, the laat. 
The force of nature could no further go— 
To beard ihe third, she ahaved the other two." 

Two of these gentlemen looked as if they never needed a razor, 
and the third as if he repudiated one. Perhaps the drawback 
on this was its personahty ; but personality was one of his be* 
setting sins. It was his instant and invariable resource. He 
had a nickname for every one who presumed to thwart h'x m 
— curt, stinging, and vulgar, suiting the rabble taste, and eai- 
ily retained in the rabble memory. There was not a lord lieu- 
tenant or a Becretary that did not carry away with him a not 
very welcome addition. Some of thcEC were Hevere, and ail 
of them insulting. But he was ever heedless of the pain he in- 
Uicted, if he gained a purpose. It is distressing to relate, what 
it would he both impossible and unpardonable to omit, that, 
to the achievement of his object, he unhesitatingly sacrificed 
all the conventional usages of society. The slave of some un- 
governable impulse which permitted no control, and often- 
times set decorum at defiance, he was not always conscious of 
the cKceeeea he committed, or of the reprehensible extent to 
which they were carried. This was a weakness inseparably 
interwoven, with a nature otherwise not unkindly. But so it 
was. Oppose him in his wildest whim, or contradict him on 
the veriest trifle, and an instant hurricane of rage arose, irre- 
spectful of all life's proprieties, and sweeping Iriend and foe 
indiscriminately before it. It is very true that, in calmer mo- 
meats, repentance often came, but it could not repair the in- 
jury, not did it preveni its repetition. His personal epithets, 
flung about at random, and often produced by momentary ex- 
citement, though sometimes very happy, are, peihaps, better 
L 
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unrecoicled- One ioBtance, however, somewhat paitaking of 
this character, it would be an injustice to omit. In a poUtieal 
trial, be had charged upon the attorney general, Saurin, whom 
he hated, some ofhcial unfaimeBS, of which his colleague, Busha, 
chivalroudy assumed the reeponsibility : " If there is blame in 
it," said he, "I alone must bear it : 

" ' Mo, me, adwun qui fed, in me converlite feman — ' " 
"Finish the tentenoe, Mr. Solicitor," exclaimed O'ConneU; 
"add 

" ' Me»/raw omnie.' " 

Bat, ailer all, O'Connell's true theater, where he stood alone 
utd nnapproachable, was an Irish aggregate meeting. There, 
indeed, he shone in all his glory — a star ot the first magnitude. 
HiB was that marvelous admixture of mirth, pathos, drollery, 
eamestness, and dejectim, which, well compounded, form the 
tnie Milesian. He could whine, and wheedle, and wink with 
ene eye, while he wept with the other. His fun was inex- 
haustible; but if it ever halted, then out came his now familiar 
Btereotypea— his "own green iale" — his "Irish heart" — his 
" head upon the block" — his " hereditary bondsmen, know ye 
not" — and, above all, his inimitable warning — " dead or aUve, 
don't trust the Eices !" — and they never failed him. He 
made the mob his friends by making himself one of them. 
He studied them at their wakes and at their fairs, and howled 
the humore of each in their own mellifluous jargon. The 
Irish peasant hails as a brother the adept in his language, and 
O'Connell lisped its beauties in his cradle. A specimen of his 
manner at one of these motley meetings may not be unamus- 
ing. At the Clare election, to the horror of Vesey Fitzgerald, 
the rival candidate, and a member of the then administration, 
Daniel (with the aid of his priests) polled tenant against land- 
lotd — an uttei abomination in a country where hitherto the 
■erfii had been driven to the poll in droves, " habited likeNeb- 
X when he ran at grass."* Vesey, a lord in em- 
* Cuiran. 
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. bryo, could aot stand it, and lie fled. Next day was a great 
day for Daniel. Priest, curate, coadjutor, bishop — he who, 
with no franchise, had voted notwithstanding, and he who, 
having one, had voted very often. — the whole available popa- 
latioa — the pure children of nature, aa he called them, and 
some of them moet justly, hailed their champion aB be shouted 
from the hustings, " Boys, whete'a Vasy Vigaiald ? Ooh 
hone, Vasy, but it's me that's dull without ye, RigM, ma- 
■edwrneen ! rigki,* and send the bell about for him. Hera's 
the cry for you, 

" Stolea or slrajed. 
Lost or mUlaid, 
Tha President of the Board of Trade." 

During a Dublin election, where Mr. West was a candidate, 
he resorted to his nicknames, and " sow West" and " ngly 
West" were lavished Uberally. " Gentlemen," said West, 
good humoredly, " Mr. O'Connell takes' adviuttage of me, for 
he wean a toig." " I scorn all advantage," exclaimed Daniel, 
casting off the ornament, and ezhilnting a scalp literally with- 
out a hair between it and heaven, " I scorn all advantage : 
compare us now, boys ; is sow West the beauty?" Daniel 
was pretty sure of the apple. Fun in Ireland ia not the lew 
efficient when it happens to be practical. 

Living, as be did, in eonstant turmoil, and careless, as be 
was, to whom he gave ofiense, O'Connell of course had a mul- 
titude of enemies. Of this, himself the cause, be had no tight 
to complain ; but he bad a right to complain of the calumnies 
they circulated. Most rife of these was a obai^ of want of 
courage— in Ireland a rare sod very detrimental accusation. 
O'Connell, during his latter years, declined dueling, and pub- 
licly avowed his determination. The reason given, and given 
in the House of CommtuiB, was, that having " blood upon his 
hands, he had roistered a vow in heaven." To this there 
could have been no possible objection bad he included in tbe 
tegistiy a vow not to ofiend. The real charge to which he 
* " fion, darling ! ran." 
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made hinnEelf amenable vaa his perscTerauce at once in in- 
Bult and irrespooEibility. The truth is, O'Cotmell'B want of 
courage coneisted in hia fighting the duel in which the vow 
originated. The facts of the case are few and Eimple. In 
one of his many mob-speeches he called the corpotation of 
Dublin a "beggarly corporation." A gentleman named 
D'Esterre aSeoted to feel this as a personal affiont, he ^ng 
one of that very numerous body, and accordingly fastened a 
quarrel on the offender. It is quite tme that O'Connell en- 
deavored to avoid the encounter. He did not do enough. He 
should have summoned D'Eeterre before the tribunals of the 
country, after failing to appeaoe him by a repeated declara- 
tion that he meant him no personal offense, and could not, he 
being a total stranger to him. HoweTer, in an evil hour, he 
countenanced a savage and anti-ChriBtian custom — the unfor- 
tunate D'Esterro paid for his perrersenees with his life, and 
the still more unfortunate O'Connell expiated his moral timid- 
ity with much mental anguish to the day of his death. The 
perpetration of a duel appears to me no proof whatever of per- 
sonal courage ; the refusal, in the then state of society, would 
have shown much more. However, on the occasion in ques- 
tion he showed a total absence of what is vulgarly called fear ; 
indeed, his frigid determination was remarkable. Let those 
who read the following anecdote remember that he most re- 
luctantly engaged in the combat ; that he was then the father 
of seven children ; and that it was an alternative of life or 
death with him, D'Esterre being reputed an unerring marks- 
man. Being one of those who accompanied O'Connell, he 
beckoned me aside to a distant portion of the very large field, 
which had a alight covering of snow. " Phillips," said he, 
" this seems to me not a personal, but a political affair. I am 
obnoxious to a party, and they adopt a false pretense to out 
me off: I shall not submit to it. They have reckoned with- 
out theii host, I promise you. I am one of the best shots in. 
Ireland at a mack, having, as a pubhc man, considered it a 
duty to prepare, for my own protectiMi, against such unpro- 
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Toked dggreBHOu as the present. Nov, remember what I saf 
to you. I ma,y be Htruok myeelf, and then skill ia out of the 
question ; but if I am not, my antagonist may have cause to 
regrat hia having forced me into this ooniUct." The parties 
were then very soon placed on the ground, at, I think, twelve 
pa<:es distance, each having a case of pistals, with directiont 
to fire when they choee, after a given signal. CEaterra 
lather agitated himself by making a short speech, disclaim- 
ing all hostility to his £«raan Catholic countrymen, and 
took his ground, somewhat the&trioatly crossing his pistols 
upon his bosom. They fii«d almost together, and instantly 
on the signal. D'Esterre fell, mortally wounded. There was 
the greatest self-poasessiou displajred by both. It seemed to 
me a duty to narrate these details in O'Connell's lifetime 
wherever I heard his coiuage questioned, and justice to his 
memory now prompts me to record them here. 

Happy, indeed, would it be for Mr. O'Connell, had he no 
other charge than this to answer. But when posterity, bend- 
ing over the page of his eventful Ufe, shall rigidly inquire to 
what purpose was employed that despot power and boundlesa 
popularity, what must be the answer ? Was it to bind man- 
kind in bonds of brotherhood 1 to heal the wounds of an af- 
flicted country 1 to cement the union of the whole human 
family ? to include conflicting creeds and classes within the 
Christian circle of charity and peace? Let hviug Ireland 
speak. Where are now the countless multitudes that followed 
in his wake, and watched his glance, and worshiped his very 
footsteps ? Where is now that name, which every hill, and 
vale, and glen in Ireland so often echoed to a population's 
voice ? Who ever hears of it ? Was it not written in water 1 
ObUvion has become, as it were, a national compact : 
" Who put iu popnlaritf their trust, 
Bat write in water, and but limn the dost." 
Indeed, every trace of him seems to have been studiously ob- 
hterated. £ven his library, the favorite volumes with hia 
a.ntpgTaph annotations, which, it might be presumed, Romas 
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Cfttholic gratitude would have prized as bo many letics, wen 
depreciated and dispersed ! But when life's pageantry had 
Itaised away, a duty still remained. Death was to be mt^jced. 
Hypocrisy's farce was perfect. No mummery was spared. 
A gorgeous worship displayed all the splendor of its pompous 
ceremonial. Mitered sorrow stood before the altar, a weep- 
ing popiUace surrounded the bier ; and when the solemn or- 
gan pealed its last, and the anthem's lingering tones had died 
away, the pnident mourners, fearing the effect, perhaps, of 
grief prolonged, buried O'Connell and his miononf together ! 
Oh, popularity ! thou fickle, false, and fetid idol, how long 
will man mistake thee for a deity ! 

After the Union, during the peace, or, rather, trace of 1803, 
Mr. Curran visited Paris. He was there intimate with many 
distinguished chaiaclers, and was tbnd of recollecting the 
Abb6 Gregoire. His temper was much Houied, and he saw 
tevety thing with a jaundiced eye. " I do not know," said 
he, in one of his letters,* " that even the few days that I can 
spend here will not be enough : sickness long and gloomy — 
convalescence disturbed by various paroxysms — relapse con- 
firmed — the last, a spectacle Boon seen and painfully dwelt 
upon." The change in French society wrought by the revo- 
lution was little to his taste ; it was a change from " frivo- 
lous elegance to a squalid, vulgar, beard-grown vivacity." In 
this mood he seemed rather to rejoice that republican etiquette 
prevented his presentation at the consular court. In his own 
qnaint phrase, " Not having been baptized at St. James's, he 
could not be confirmed at St. Cloud." During this visit he 
fell into the deepest melancholy — saw no one — and, by hia 
neglect of some old and exiled friends, incurred from them the 
imputation of forgetfulness. Among these was Mr. Plowden, 
the author of some celebrated tracts on Irish history. This 
called from Flowden the following letter ; and Mr. Curran 's 
reply must show mote fully than any delineation of mine the 
dejection into which he had fallen. 

* Ijfe hj fail S<ui. 



:,q,t,=cdbvCoOglc 



CUBRAN AND HIS CONTEHPOKABIES. S47 

' " Mr. Plowdcti d!d himself the honor of calling to take leava 
of Mr. Curran od his return to Ireland. He has heard that 
be finds hinoself cold, and is displeased or disgusted with ev- 
ery thing in Paris. Mr. Flowden for a short time fiindljr 
hoped that a. forlorn and deserted exile might have proTed an 
exception. 

••ToJ.P.C«rraK,Esq." 

" Deui Plowhen,— How could you send ma » unkind a 
&rewell ? Since my coming hither, I have been in Boiseia- 
bte health and spirit. I am sorry you could have thought 
my going a great distance to drop my name the smalleat proof 
of respect or esteem ; had I thought so, I would not have 
been insolvent. I fear you must have been a fellow^u^cer, 
or you could not, on such grounds, suspect me of cooling in my 
esteem for your talents, or concern for the advene aoeidents 
which I fear are the inseparaile concomitants of virtue and 
gatius. I am not without hope that I may eooli. again re- 
turn hither, and then I shall take care to give no cAuse for 
your chiding. However, I can not but say that I 6ri more 
pleasure than pain when I have to pat up v/iik soK« little 
jealousies in those I moat regard, when they proc«»d more 
from their suspicions than from, my deUnqnency. Oood-by 
for a while, and don't be disposed to doubt of the real triend- 
ehip and kindness of youn very truly, J, P. C." 

To this 3Ir. Plowden sent a farewell answ^, oonduding, 
in my mind, most justly thus : " May you long live happy, 
and never cease to bear the honorable badge of singulari^ as 
the emly Irish senator of spotless and unexampled ooofiistency 
through life!" It is but right to say, that an I have only 
copies without dates, I am not certain whether thif con^ 
Bpondeuce took place in 1802 or 1814. However, it is but 
too true that the state of his mind was quite similar mi both 



In, this year (1802) Mr. Curran was empkiyod upon one of 
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the inait extiaoidinary mbcb upon record — we exhibitiDg, in 
bU it* featurei, &a almoet incredible picture of Ireland in that 
day. It was the case of Hevey v. Sirr, foi &lRe imprieon- 
ment. His speech admirably tells the story, and diowa the 
speaker's powers id all their variety. 

" For the purpoees of this trial," said he, " I miut carry 
back your attention to the melancholy period of 1798. It 
was at that sad crisis that the defendant, from an obscure in- 
dividual, started into notice and consequence. It is jn the 
hot-bed of public calamity that such portentous and inauspi- 
cious products are accelerated without bsing matured. From 
being a town-major, a name scarcely legible in the list of pub- 
lic inoumbranoes, he became at once invested with all the 
poweia of absolute authority. The life and the liberty of ev- 
eiy man seemed to have been surrendered to his diaposeU. 
With this gentleman's extraordinary elevation begins the story 
of the Bofienngs and ruin of the plaintiC 

" It seems & man of the name of M'Guire was prosecuted 
for stHue offinse against the state. Mr. Hevey, the plaintifi) 
by accident was in court. He was then a citizen of wealth 
ftnd credit, a brewer in the first line of that business. Un- 
ibrtnnately for him, he had heretofore employed the witness 
for the prosecution, and found him a man of iofamcus charac- 
ter ; unfortunately, also, he meatioaed this circumstance in 
oonrt. The counsel for the prisoner insisted on hia being 
sworn : he was so. The jury were convinced that no credit 
was due to the witness for the crown, and the prisoner was 
accordingly acquitted. In a day or two aAer, Major Sirr 
met the plaintiff in the street, and asked him how be dared 
to interfere in his business, aweariog by God he would teaoh 
him how to meddle with his people. Now, gentlemen, there 
are tw) classes of prophets — one, that derive their predictions 
from real or fancied inspiration, and are sometimes mistaken; 
jud another, who prophesy what they are determined to bring 
about themselves. Of this second, and by far the most au- 
thentio class, was the major ; for Heaven, you see, haa no 
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tntmopoly of prediction. On the following evening, poor Hd> 
Tey wae dogged, in the dark, into some lonely alley : there he 
was seised, he knew not by whom, nor by what authority, 
uid became in a moment, to his family and his friends, as if 
he had never been. He was carried away in equal ignorance 
of his crime and of his destiny, whether to be tortnred, or 
hanged, or transported. Bis crime he soon learned : it wai 
the treason he committed against the majesty of Major Sirr. 
He was iminediately conducted to a new place of imprison- 
ment, in the Castle yard, called the Provost. Of this man- 
sion of misery, of which you have since heard so much, Major 
Suidys was, and I believe yet is, the keeper — a gentleman 
of whom I know bow dangerous it is to speak, and of whom 
every prudent man will think and talk with all due reverence. 
He seems a twin-star of the defendant's ; equal in honor and 
confidence ; equal also — for who could be superior 'i — in probity 
and humanity. To this gentleman was my client consigned, 
and in his custody he remained about seven weeks, unthought 
of by the world, as if he had nevei existed. The oblivion of 
the buried is as profound as the obUvion of the dead. His 
femily may have monmed his absence or his probable death ; 
but why should I mention so paltry a ciTcumstance 1 The 
fears or the sorrows of the wretched give no interruption to 
the general progress of things. The sun rose and the sun set 
just as it did before ; the business of the government — the 
business of the Castle — of the feast and the torture — went on 
with their usual exactness and tranquillity, 

" At last Mr. Hevey was discovered among the sweepings 
of the prison, and was at last to be disposed of. He was, ac- 
cordingly, honored with the personal notice of Major Sandys. 
' Hevey,' says the major, ' I have seen you ride, I think, a 
smart sort of a mare ; you can't use her here ; you had better 
give me an order for her.' The plaintifi) you may well sup- 
pose, had by this time a tolerable idea of his situation : he 
thought he might have much to fear from a refusal, and some- 
.tbing to hope for from compliance ; at all events, he saw it 
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vna & meiuiE of apprising his family that he 'wu not dead. 
He iiutontly gave the ordei reqaiied. The major gtaxnaaaly 
accepted it, saying, * Your courtesy will not cost you much. 
You aic to be sent down to-morrow to Kilkenny, to bo tried 
jbr your life- You will most certainly be hanged ; and you 
can scarcely think that your journey to the other world miil 
he performed on hm^eback.' The humane and honorable 
major was equally a prophet with his compeer. The plaintiff 
on the next day took leave of hie prison, as he supposed, fi>r 
the last time, and was sent under a guard to Kilkenny, then 
the head-quarters of Sir CharleH Aagill, there to be tried by a 
eouit-n[icirtial for such crime as might be alleged against him ! 

" In any other country, the scene that took place on that 
occasion might excite no little horror and astonishment, but 
with us these sensations have been extinguished by frequency 
of repetition. I am instructed that a proclamation was sent 
forth, ofiering a reward to any man who would oome forward 
and give any evidence against the traitor Hevey. An un> 
happy wretch, who had been shortly before condemned to dici 
and was then lying ready for execution, was allured by the 
jvoposal. TTia integrity was not firm enough to hesitate long 
between the alternative proposed — pardon, favor, and reward 
■^srilh peijury on one side, the rope and the gibbet on tha 
odier. His loyalty decided the question against his soul. He 
was exarnined, and Hevey was appointed, by the sentence of 
a mild, and, no doubt, enlightened court-martial, to take the 
place of the witness, and succeed to the vacant halter. 

" He thought now, as you may suppose, that his labors wei9 
at an end ; but he was mistaken. His hour was not yet come. 
You probably, gentlemen — or you, my lords — are accounting 
£}t his escape by the fortunate recollection of some early cir- 
cumstances that might have smote upon the sensilnlity of Sir 
Charles Asgill, and made him believe that he was in debt to 
Providence for the life of one innocent though convicted vio- 
tim. But it was not so. His escape was purely accidental. 
The prooeeditiga on the trial happened to meet the eye of Lord 
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Comwallis. The freaks of Fortune are not always eitiel ; in 
the bittetnefia of her jocularity, you see she can adorn the mia- 
creanoy of the slave in the trappings of power, and mik, and 
wealth. But hei playfulness is not always inhumas ; she 
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no doubt, aBfonished at the impndence nnd noveltj of eallm^ 
the privileges of oiGcial plunder into question. Hudeaed by 
the numberless instances of tltat mode of unpunished aoquisi- 
tjou, he had erected the frequency of impunity into a sect of 
variant of spoil and rapine. One of these instances I feel I 
am now bringing to the memory of year lordship. A learned 
and respected brother barnstei* had a alrer cup ; the major 
beard that for many yeais it had home an inscription of " Erin 
go Bragb," 'which meant Irdand forever. The major con- 
sidered this perseverance in guilt for such a length of years a 
ibr&itnre of the delinquent vessel. My poor friend was to- 
oordingly robbed of his cup. But, upon writing to the then 
attorney general, that excellent officer felt the outrage, as it 
was his nature to feel every thing barbarous or base, and the 
major's sideboard was otuidemned to the grief of restitution. 
And here let me say, in my own defense, that this is the only 
occasion upon which I ever mentioned the circumstance with 
the least appearance of ligbtness. I have often told the story 
in a way that it would not become me to tell it here. I have 
told it in the spirit of those feelings which were excited at 
seeijig that one man could be aober and humane, at a crisis 
when so many Uiousands were drunk and barbarous. And 
probably my statement was not stinted by the recolleotioa 
that I held that person in peculiar respect and regard. But 
little does it signify whether acts of moderation and humanity 
are blazoned by gratitude, by flattery, or by friendship — ^they 
are recorded in the heart from which they sprang ; and in the 
hour of adverse vicissitude, if it should ever come, sweet is the 
odd of their memory, and precious the balm of their consola- 
tion. But to return : Hevey brought an action for his mare. 
The major, not choosing to come into court, and thereby sug- 
gest the probable success of a thousand actions, restored the 
property, and paid the costs of the suit to the attorney of Mr. 
Hevey. 
"Jt may perhaps strike you, my lord, as if I was itadng 
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wliBt was not leleTant to this action. It is materially pot- 
tinent ; I am stating a system of concerted vengeance and op- 
pression. These t-wo men acted in concert ; they were Archer 
and Aimwell — you master at Litchfield, and I at Coventry ; 
you plunderer in the jaU, and I tyrant in the street ; and in 
our respective situations v^e will co-operate in the comm<»L 
cause of robbery and vengeanee. And I state this because I 
Bee Major Sandys in court, and because I feel I can prove 
the fact beyond the possibility of denial. If he does not dare 
to appear, so called npon as I have called upoa him, I prove 
it by his not daring to appear. If he does venture to come 
forward, I will prove it by his own oath ; or if be ventures to 
deny a syllable I have stated, I will prove by irrefragable evi- 
dence that his denial was false and perjured. Thus far, gen- 
tlemen, we have traced the plaintiff through the Btnmge vi- 
oiBsitndes of barbarous imprisonment, of atrocious condemna- 
rion, and of accidental deliverance. Three years had elapsed 
since that deliverance. The public atmosphere had cleared, 
the private destiny of Hevey seemed to have brightened, but 
the malice of his enemies had not been appeased. On the 
eighth of September last, Mr. Hevey was sitting in a public 
coffee-houEe ; Major Sirr was there. Mr. Hevey was informed 
that the major had that moment said that he (Hevey) ought 
to have been hanged. The plaintiff was fired at the charge. 
He fixed his eye on Sirr, and asked him if he had dared to say 
80. Sirr declared that he had, and had said truly. Hevey 
answered that he was a slanderous scoundrel. At the instant 
Sirr rushed upon him, and, assisted by three or four of his sat- 
ellites, who had attended him in disguise, secured him, and 
Bent him to the Castle-guard, desiring that a receipt might be 
given for the villain. He was sent thither. The officer of 
the guard happened lo be an Knglishman but lately arrived 
in Ireland. He said to the bailiffs, ' If this was in England, 
I should think this gentleman entitled to bail ; but I don't 
know the laws of this country. However, yon had better 
loosen those irons on bis wrists, or I think they may kill him.' 
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" Major Sinr, the defend&nt, Boon amved, went into his o& 
fice, and returned with an order which he had written, and 
by virtue of which Mr. Hevey was conTcyed to the custody 
ofbiiBoldfiiendftud jailer, Major Spodj-s. Here he was flung 
into a. room about thirteen feet by twelve : it was called the 
hospital of the prorost. It was occupied by six beds, in which 
were to lie fourteen or fifteen miserable wretches, some of them 
Nnking under contag;ions diseases. On his first entrance, the 
light that was admitted by the opening of the door diBcloted 
to him a view of the sad fellow-sufierers, for whose loathsome 
Booiety he was once more to exchange the cheerM haunts of 
men, the use of the open air, and of bis own Umbs, and where 
he was condemned to expiate the disloyal hatred and contempt 
which he had dared to show to the overweening and felonious 
arrogance of slaves in office and minions in authority. Here 
he passed the first night, without bed or food. The next 
morning his humane keeper, the major, arrived. The plain- 
tiS* demanded why he was so imprisoned — complained of 
hunger, and asked for the jail allowance. Major Sandys re- 
phed with a torrent of abuse, which he concluded by saying, 
"Your crime is your insolence to Major Birr. However, he 
disdains to trample upon yon : you may aj^ase him by proper 
and contrite submisuon ; but, unless you do so, you shall rot 
where you are. I tell you this, that if government will not 
protect us, by ■, we will not protect them. You will prob- 
ably (for I know your insolent and ungrateful hardiness) at- 
tempt to get out by a Habeas Corpus ; but in that you will 
find yourself mistakai, as such a rascal deserves. " Hevey 
was insolent enough to issue a Habeas Corpus, and a return 
was made to it that he was in custody, under a warrant firom 
General Craig, on a charge of high treason. That the return 
was a gross falsehood, fabricated by Sirr, I am instructed to 
assert. Let him prove the truth of it if he can. I have now 
given yon a mere sketch of this extraordinary history. . No 
conntry, governed by any settled laws, or treated with com< 
. mon humanity, could furnish any ocaarrences of such unpai- 
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Alleled atrocity ; and if the author of Cc^ WiHttiffM, or of 
the Simple Story, were to read the tale of this mftti's BuiTer- 
iDgB, it might, I think, humhle the vanity of their talents (if 
they are not loo proud to be vain) when they saw how much 
more fruitful a source of incident could'be found in the infer- 
nal workings of the heart of & malignant Blare than in the 
richest copiouEness of the most fertile and oreative imagina- 
tion. But it is the destiny of Ireland to be the scene of snok 
borrois, and to be stung by such reptiles to madness and to 

AdveitJDg to the damages which the atrocity of such a case 
demanded, among other obseTrations, Mr. Curran said, " I can 
not also but observe to you that the real state of one conntry 
is mote forcibly impressed aa the attention of another by a 
verdict on such a subject as this, than it could be by anygeiv- 
eictl description. When you endeavor to convey an idea of a 
gteat number of barbarians practicing a great variety of cruel- 
ties upon an incalculable multitude of saSerers, nothing defi- 
nite or specific finds its way to the heart, nor is any sentiment 
excited save that of a general, erratic, unappropriated com- 
miseration. If, for instance, you wished to convey to the mind 
of an English matron the hiHTors of that direful period when, 
in defiance of the remonstrance of the ever-to-bo-lamented Ab- 
ercrombie, our poor people were surrendered to the licentious 
brutality of the soldiery by the authority of the state, you 
would vainly endeavor to give her a general picture of lust and 
rapine, and murder and conflagration. By endeavoring to 
comprehend every thing, yon would convey nothing. When 
the father of poetry wishes to portray the movements of con* 
tending armies and an embattled plain, he exemphfies only, be 
does not describe ; he does not venture to depict the perplexed 
and promiscuous conflicts of adverse hosts, but by the acts and 
£ites of a few individuals he conveys a notion of the vicissi- 
tudes of the £ght and the fortunes of the day. So should 
your story to hex keep clear of goieraUUes ; instead of exhib- 
iting the piotuie of an entire province, select a single ol^ect ; 
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uid, even ia tliat single object, do not release the imagmatioti 
of your hearer from its task by gi'ving more than an outline. 
Take a cottage ; place the affiighted motber of her orphan 
daughter at the door, the paleness of death upoa her face, anil 
more than its agonies in her heart ; her aching eye, her aax- 
iouE ear struggle through the miet of closing day to natch tho 
approaches of desolation and dishonor. The ruffian gang ar- 
rives — the feaat of plunder begins — the oiip of madness kindles 
in its circulation. The wandering glances of the ravisher be- 
come concentrated upon the shrinking and devoted victim. 
Ton need not dilate — you need not expatiate — the unpolluted 
mother to whom you tell the story of horror beseeches you not 
to proceed ; she presses her child to her heart — she drowns it 
in her tears — her fancy catches more than an angel's tongue 
could describe ; at a ringle glance she takes in the whole mis- 
erable succession of force, of profanation, of despair, of death. 
So it is in the question before us. If any man shall bear of 
this day's transactions, he can not be so foolish as to suppose 
that they have been confined to a single character, like those 
now brought before you. No, gentlemen ; far from it. He 
will have too much common sense- not to know that errors like 
these are never solitary ; that when the public calamity gen- 
erates imps like those, their number is as the sands of the sea, 
and their fury as insatiable as its waves. I am, therefore, anx- 
ious that our masters should have one authenticated instance 
of the treatment which our unhappy country suffers under the 
sanction of their authority." 

The reader of this narrative, borne out as it was by proof, 
wUl scarcely believe that the damages awarded were only 
X150 1 Such was the abject prostration of the public mind. 
With the aUusioH to the author of CWei Williams in this 
speech, there is a little anecdote connected. He was, in fact, 
in court at the time, Cnrran having brought him from the 
Priory, where he was then on a visit, in order to hear the 
trial. The compliment was thrown in as a sop to the phi- 
toeopher, but it failed. It was funuaing to hear Curiau relate 
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their return home in his carriage. He took his seat, as he 
confesaett, fuliy expecting something civil from Godwin, ■were 
it only oiit of gratitude. There was the moat provoking si- 
lence ; commonplaces on the weather, the buildings, the 
bridges, alone iaterrupted it. Curran at last lost all patience. 
"What did you think, my dear Godwin, of our cause to-day?" 
"Oh, I had forgotten," said the philosopher; "I am very 
glad I heard you, as I have now some idea of your manner." 
Curran used to tell the story playfully enough — vanity was 
not one of his foibles. It was well known, however, to have 
been prominent among those of his great rival Erskine. He 
knew this, and one day strolled into the King's Bench when 
Erskine was engaged in some trumpery case where display 
was out of the question. Erskine became extremely fidgety 
when he saw his auditor ; and when the verdict was given, 
could restrain himself no longer : " Curran, I hope you won't 
judge UB by t<>-day V " Most certainly I will," said Curran, 
" as I am sure you are equally clever every day." He used 
to relate this story with much glee. 

His intimacy with Godwin was of old standing, and their 
esteem was mutual. The very lait note he ever wrote, and 
which I highly prize, was an invitation to me to meet the 
philosopher at dinner at Brompton. Godwin dedicated a work 
" to the memory of Curran, the sincerest friend I ever had." 
The tribute did honor to both, and ought to put the vile tribe 
to the blush, who, to other slanders upon Curran, joined an 
imputation of insincerity. 

The memorable year 1803 reintroduces — sadly enough 
upon the scene — the name of Emmett. The father of this 
lemarkable family was a physiciaij,* iq good practice, resident 
in Dublin. Ho was a very ardent politician, and, according 
.to Mr. Grattan, was ever "miiingup his pills with his plans," 
sometimes much to. the. perplexity of the patients. He bad 
three sons, all gifted with very rare genius, and these it was 
his deligtit to'' educate in his prinoiples. Curtan used face- 
* Ha was atate physiciaa. 
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tiously to describe the old doctor giving them what ha called 
^' their morning draught." " Well, Temple, what would you 
do for your country ? Addie, would you kill your sister for 
your country ? would you kill your brother ? would you 
kill me 1" Little, ala,E I did that unhappy father foresee the 
consequenoes of the lesson he was inculcating .' and httle also 
did Cuiran dream, when he turned this inappropriate tuition 
into a jest, how mournfully it was one day to affect himself! 
How revolting, how heart-rending it is to hear the unhappy 
Hobert thus apostrophizing that deluded parent on the eve of 
his execution ! " If the spirits of the illustrious dead partici- 
pate in the concerns of those who were dear to them in this 
transitory scene, dear shade of my venerated fether, look down 
on your suffering son, and see has he for one moment deviated 
from those moral and political principles tohich you so early 
inculcated into his yoitthfid mind, and for which he has now 
to offer up his life.'" Alas '. alas ! indeed unhappy father, 
could this mournful appeal have reached him ! Of tbisfam- 
ily. Temple, the eldest, passed through the University with 
inch Buocess that it is said the examiners changed, in his 
oase, the usual approbation of Valde bene into the more laud- 
atory one of " O, quarn bene!" Hi* rise at the Irish bar 
was unexampled, and at the early age of thirty, with a repu- 
tatioa to which lime could not have added, he was called 
away. The second brother, Thomas Addis, to whom I have 
alluded in the sketeh of Tone, is thus delineated in bis jour- 
nal. " Emmett is a man completely after my own heart ; of 
a great and comprehensive mind ; of the warmest and sin- 
cerest affection for his frieads ; and of a firm and steady ad- 
herence to his principle, to which he hn sacrificed much, 
as I know, and would, I am sure, if necessary, sacrifice his 
life." He was originally intended for a physiciau, and bad 
aotuaUy graduated at Edinburgh, when the premature death 
of Temple changed his course, and, by the advice of his fel- 
low-studeDt, Sir James Macintosh, he relinquished medicine 
for the law. Had he confined himself to his profession, there 
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oould have been no donbt, froni the eminence to vhiclt he 
■oon ttttained, of his ultimately realizing every object of his 
smbition. But the upas-seed sown in his youthful mind had 
fallen on a too congenia.! soil, and was rising fast to obecnre 
the brightness of his prospects. He devoted himeelf to the 
unhappy politics of the day, and became at last so inextrica- 
bly compromised, that, with the conaent of the gOTominent, 
he wae selfexpatriated. It does not aj^ar that Emmett 
had committed any indictibla ofiense, but he was a member 
of the Executive Diiectory, and had so embarked his enthu- 
siasm and his talents in the cause, that retxact he conld not, 
and to proceed was death. The doctrines of the Directory 
must have led to rebellion, and did so at last. On his oxam- 
ination before the Secret Committee of the House of Com* 
mons, Sir John Famell, with shrewd eommcoi sense, thus 
answered his theories : " Mr. Emmett, while you and the 
executive were philosophi^g. Lord Edward Fitzgerald was 
aiming and disciplining the people ;" at onoe a commentary 
on, and an obvious consequence of, the creed of the Directory. 
Emmett himself I never saw. He was in Amoica soma 
years before I was called to the Irish bar. Snt I found his 
memory still fresh there, and many of his associates still re- 
maining. From their report of him, it was quite clear that 
his presence in Ireland was incompatible with its peace, and 
his public manifestations were the more dangerous, because 
in private life he was altogether irreproachable. Peter Bur- 
rowes, his IHend and correspondent (in the teeth of an act of 
Parliament), used to revel in the recollection of him. The 
fellowing anecdote, which he iieqttently repeated, and with 
great efiect, vividly exhibits the intrejadity of the man. A 
maleontent had beea convicted of tidring the United Iiisb- 
man'e oath, which, as a curionty, is here inserted ; 

" I, A. B., in the presence of God, do pledge myself to my 
country that I will use all my abilities and influence in the 
attainment of tm adequate and impartial representation of the 
Jrish natioa in Parliament ; and as a means of absolute and 
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immediate necessity in the attainment of this chief good of 
Ireland, I 'will endeavor, as much as ties in my power, to for- 
ward a brotherhood of afiiction, an identity of intereEts, a com- 
munion of rights, and a nni<m of power among Irishmen of 
alt religious persuasions, without which every reform in Par- 
liament must be partial, not national, inadequate to the wantH, 
deluBive to the wishes, and insufficient for the freedom and 
happiness of this country." This oath sounds harmlesaiy and 
plausibly enough ; bat we have been enlightened since as to 
what the " brotherhood of afieotion" in reality meant. Em- 
mett, on a motion in turest of judgment, after exhaustiog bis 
learning and ingenuity, astonished his hearers with this etart- 
ling peroration : "And now, my lords, here, in the presence 
of this l^al court, this crowded auditory — in the presence of 
the Being that witnesses and directs this judicial tribunal — 
even here, my lords, I.Thomas Addis Emmett, declare— I take 
the oath ."' And while bar, bench, and auditory " held their 
breath," he kissed the book! All men seemed literally bo 
■tunned by this daring and hazardous experiment, that it 
passed unreprehended. However, that the offense was indict- 
able was placed beyond a doubt, for the court sustained the 
judgment. After aii imprisonment of four years in Fort 
George, in -riolation of an express promise, as alleged by Em- 
mett, the state prisoners were released, and in 1804, at the 
age of forty, he landed in America. After some hesitation as 
to whether he would not pursue his original profession as a 
physician, he at length again determined on the bar. His call, 
however, without a preliminary probation of three years, waa 
no matter of course ; on the ccmtrary, he encountered * vio- 
lent opposition from ChanceUor Kent, then chief justice of 
the Supreme Court, who at length yielded to the entreaties 
ef his brethren ; and, by a suspension of its rules, he became 
an American barrister. From the family of the Clintons, the 
chief of which was then governor of the State of New York, 
he received both advice and countenance, and at their suggea- 
tiou it was that he loeated himself in that city. Still all was 
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not fair weatber. America, the Utopia of Ue lepublicau idol- i 
atry, had its feuda and its parties, the violence of wldch it ' 
was his iate to experience. There .were those in New Yoik 
for whom Emmett was even too republican. Partly tioia an 
antipathy to his politics, and partly, it is to be feared, from 
professional jealousy, the Federalist party at the local bar out- 
raged all decency ho far as to refuse to hold briefs with him ! 
But he who had braved powet in its stronghold was not the 
man to quail before such a oonfedetaoy as that. He confront- 
ed and crushed it, and reaped not merely the pecuniary re- 
wards, but, what of course he prized more, the honors of the 
profession. His enemies cowered before him. Chancellor Kent 
rejoiced tu the recantation of his hostility, and the expatriated 
Irishman became attorney general of the State of New York. ^ 
It was, indeed, an enviable elevation, becanse attained by no 
unworthy art or servile compromise, but fairly earned by splen- 
did talents, indefatigable industry, and stem independence. 
It requires some experience of the difficulties he overcame in 
a strange land, amid envious rivals, friendless and isolated, to 
estimate his merits. There are some interesting incidents re- 
corded of the manner in which Emmett met his enemies. 
Among these, one of the most formidable, and also the mwt 
eminent, was Mr. !Elufua King, a name distioguished for states- 
rhanship and diplomacy. Emmett, it will be observed, owed 
him an ancient grudge, and avenged it on the ocoasion of 
King's being candidate for the governorship of the State of 
New York in 1807. At a meeting of the Irish in that city, 
he bitterly assailed the Federal candidate, and was, in return, 
as bitterly assaUed by him, and by the press in his interest. 
Emmett retorted, in a letter, his charges against King, one 
of which was his interference as embassador at the oourt of 
St. James's, to prevent thes state prisoners from residing in 
America I — a cruel, and, from such a quarter, a scandalous 
interference. However, America, universal America, has long 
ago, by a noble and generous hospitality, vindicated her char- 
acter from any participation in such a proceeding. " Your ia- 
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terference was then, lir," writes Emmett, " made the pretext 
for detaining us four years in custody, by which Tery exten- 
sive and useful plana of. settlement within these states were . 
broken up. The misfortunes which you brought upon the 
olgectB of your persecutioa were incalculable. Almost all i^ 
ns wasted four of the best years of oui lives in prison. As to 
tne, I should have brought along with me my father and his 
\ fkn^y, iaclading a brother, whose name perhaps even you imil 
' fuA read without emoiions of syrnpa^y and respect. Others, 
nearly connected with me, would hare become partners in my 
emigration. But all of them have been, torn from me. I 
have been prevented from saving a brothel — liom leoeiving 
the dying blessings of a father, mother, and sister — and from 
soothing their last agonies by my cares ; and this, sir, by your 
unwarrantable and unfeeling interference." 

Who, on reading this, can. refuse a tear to the fate of Robert 
Emmett ? What virtues were not sham of their efieot, what 
talents were not robbed of their influence, by this most mon- 
strous interposition ! Had this not happened, instead of ex- 
piating the mad enthusiasm of boyhood on a scafiold, the future 
man might have wreathed iiesh laurels for his native land) 
and repaid with service, and requited with glory, that of his 
adoption. It were vain to speculate on what might hav« 
been ; but, surely, never was davra more ^tl^idid overcast, 
or a fairer spring bhghted in its pronuee. Emmett thns pro- 
ceeds : 

" These remarks I address with all becoming respect to one 
whom his press describes as ' the first man in the country.' 
Yet, in fact, sir, I do not clearly see in what consists your su- 
periority over myself. It is true you have been a resident 
minister at St, James's, and, if what I have read in the pub- 
lic prints be true, and if you be apprised of my near relation- 
ship and family connection with the late Sii John Temple, 
you must acknowledge that your interfwence, as minister, 
against my being pennitted to emigrate to America, is a very 
curious instance of the caprice of fortune. But let that pass. 
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To wliat extent I ought to yiald to you for talent aiai informs 
ation, it is not for me to decide. In no other lespect, how- 
ever, do I feel your eicesaive superiority. My private char- 
acter and conduct are, I hope, as fair as yours ; and even in 
those matters which I consider as trivial, but upon which 
aristocratic pride ie accustomed to stamp a value, I should not 
be inclined to Bhrink from competition. My birth, certainly, 
will not humble me by the comparison. My paternal fortune 
was probably much greater than youis ; the consideration in 
which the name I bear was held in my native country, waa 
as great as yours was ever likely to be, before I had an oppor* 
tunity of contributing to its celebrity. As to the amount of 
what private fortune I have been able to save irom the wreck 
of calamity, it is unknown to you or to your friends ; but two 
things I will tell youi — I never was indebted, either in the 
country from which I came, or in any other in which I have 
lived, to any man, farther than the necessary credit ibi the 
currenf expenses of a iamily, and am not so circumstanced 
that I should ' tremble for my subsistence' at the threatened 
displeasure of youi friends. Circumstances which can not 
be controlled have decided that my name must be embodied 
in history. From the manner in which my political ad- 
versaries, and some of my contemporary historians, unequivo- 
cally hostile to my principles, already speak of me, I have 
the consolation of reflecting that, when the fabehooda of the 
day are witheied and rotten, I shall he respected and esteem- 
ed. You, sir, will probably be forgotten when I shall be re- 
membered with honor ; or if, peradventuie, your name should 
descend to posterity, you will bo only known as the recorded 
instrument of part of my persecutions, suflerings, and misfor* 
tunes."* Nor was this the only occasion on which he had to 
encounter the virulence of an ex-embasaador. It really would 
appear as if a residence in Europe and access to its courts 
rather polished away a little ofthe roughness of repubhcanism. 
One is somewhat surprised to And the patriotism of the exiley 
• Pieett oflriih HiHory. New York. 
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his love of freedom, and the sacrifices ho volunteered for it, 
caat upon him as reproaches by any man in America '. Yet 
such, it would seem, were the weapons employed by Mr. Pink- 
ney when opposed to Emmett, in 1816, in the Supreme Court 
at Washington. Emmett's demeanor was such in noticiog it, 
that shame extorted nest day trom his defoated adversary a 
eulogiura which he doubtless eatimated at what it was worth. 
" I am," said he, " Mr. Finkney's equal in birth, in rank, in 
connections. It is true I am an Irishman. It is true that, 
in attempting to rescue an oppressed, brave, and generous- 
hearted people, I have been driven Crom the forum in my own 
land. It is true that I came to America for refuge, and sought 
protection beneath her Constitution and laws. It is also true 
that my learned antagonist wiU never gather a fresh wreath • 
of laurel, or add luster to his weU-eamed fame, by alluding to 
those faotfl in a Cone of malignant triumph. I know not by 
what name arrogance and presumption may be called on this - 
side of the water, but I am sure he never could have acquired 
those manners in the polite ciTcles of Europe, which he had 
BO long frequented as a public minister."* Emmett pursued 
his prosperous career at the American bar, having changed 
envy into honor and respect, till the monthof November, 1827, 
closed the toils and perils of his checkered life. He was em- 
ployed.all day in court in an important cause, and was busily 
taking notes for a reply, when, suddenly drooping, he leaned 
his head helplessly on the table. It was too clear. A fit of 
apoplexy had suddenly seized him, and the few last lines legi- 
ble in his paper plainly manifested the tremor mid which they 
were written. He never rallied, and his loss seems to have 
cast a gloom over the whole community. The Common Coun- 
cil of the city of New York wore an emblem of mourning for 
thirty days ; the highest functionaries of the law came to the 
following resolution : " The judges now present most deeply 
deplore hJH death, and will unite with their associate justices 
and other public functionaries, and with their fellow- citizens, 

* Masdzh's Lica aflkt UniUd Iriihmtn. A V017 iateresling work. 
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in testifying their regard Ebr the deceased, their admiiation of 
his taleDta, aad their approhation of his virtues ;" and his 
brethren at the bar erected a tablet to his memorjr, thiu in- 
■oribed: 

THOU£ . ADDIS . EKMETT. 
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Afler the dreadful tempeBt of 1798, the country appeared 
to have sunk into repose, or rather exhaustion. Government 
was beginning to relax in its Beverities ; the Haieas C</rput 
Act was again in operation ; the Union had been carried ; and 
this once kingdom seemed gradually sinking into the humility 
of a contented province. All of a euddea — the goTernment 
unprepared, the people unsuspicious, and the whole social sys- 
tem working apparently Trithout appreheneiDH or impediment 
— an insurrection exploded in Dublin, which was attended 
with some melancholy, and, at first, threatened very serious 
consequences. At the head of this was the unfortunate Rob- 
ert Emmett, the youngest of the family of which we have been, 
treating. He was only twenty-three years of age ; had been 
educated in the university ; and for his demeanor, his talents, ' 
and his virtues, was admired, respected, and. beloved. Hit 
mind was naturally melancholy and romantic : he had fed it 
from the pure fountain of classic literature, and might be said 
to have lived, not so much in the scene around him, as in tha 
society of the illustrious dead. On the very year of my ea- 
trance into college, Emmett made his wild attempt, bo that I 
had not an opportunity of knowing him. But my friend 
Moore, in his Life of Lord Edward Fitzgerald, has bequeath- 
ed to us a sketch from life, as he knew him. " Of this friend," 
says he, " notwithstanding his own dying entreaty that the 
World would extend to him the charity of its silence, I can 
not deny myself the gratification of adding a few words, oou- 
aidering that at least the spirit of his wish will not be violated 
in them. Were I to number, indeed, the men among all I 
have ever known who seemed to me to combine in the great- 
est degree pure moral worth with intellectual power, I should, 
among the highest of the class, place Robert Emntett. Whol- 
ly free from the follies and frailties of youth — though how ca- 
pable he was of the most devoted passion events afterward 
proved — the pursuit of science, in. which he admirably distin- 
guished himself, seemed, at the time, the only object that at 
all divided his attention with the enthusiasm for Irish £reedi»]]. 



dbvCoOglt' 



CttKKAN AND HIS CONTEM FOB ARIES. S67 

■which in him was an hereditary as well a.B n&tuial feelings 
himaelf beiag the eecond martyr his family had givea to the 
cauee. Simple in all hia habits, and with a repose of look and 
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a jodgnient, was Robert Emmett. He had but jost entered 
upon the world, full of the aidoi whiclt studies Buch as Us 
miglit be supposed to have excited, and unhappily at a period 
in the history of his couatty whea soch noble feelings were 
both detrimental and dangerous. It is but an ungenoious 
loyalty which would not weep over the extinctiiui of such & 
spirit. The irritation consequent upon the Union had not 
yet subsided. He pored over its debates ; and, sincere him- 
self believed in the rants which, it now appears, were uttered 
only to serve the purpose of the hour, though they effectually 
poisoned the youthful miad of Ireland. Let it not be forgot- 
ten by those who afiect to despise his memory, that men, ma- 
tured by experience, deeply read in the laws of their country, 
and venerated as the high-piiests of the Constitntion, had, 
but two years before, vehemently, eloquently, and earnestly, 
in the very temple itself, proclaimed resistance to be a duty. 
Let us only fancy with what a kindling eye, and burning 
cheek, and throbbing heart young Emmett must have bent 
over Buch a page as this : " Sir," said Mr. Flnnket on the 
Union debate, " I thank the administration for this measure. 
They are, without intending it, putting an end to oar dissen- 
BiatiB. Through the black cloud which they have collected 
over us, I see the light breaking in upon this unfortunate 
country. They have composed our dissensions, not by foment- 
ing the embers of a lingering and subdued rebellion — not by 
hallooing Protestant against Catholic, and Catholic against 
Protestant — not by committing the north against the south — 
not by inconsistent appeals to local or to party prejudices — 
no ! but by the avowal of this atrocious conspiracy against 
the liberties of Ireland, they have subdued every petty and 
substantive distinction ; they have united every rank and de- 
scription of men by the pressure of this grand and momentous 
subject ; and I tell them that they will see every honorable 
and independent man in Ireland rally round the Constitution, 
and merge every other conBideration in opposition to this un- 
generous and odioua iheasure. For my part, I vriU raist it 
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to the last gasp of my existence, and with the last drop of 
my blood ; and when I feel the hour of my dissolution ap- 
proaching, I will, like the father of Hannibal, take my ckU- 
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difieience between mere wordy violence and the calmer wis- 
dom of a. genuine patriotism. Had Plunket, forsaking the 
pursuit of high ambition along the peaceful path of honorable 
industry, persevered in his wild vow, the scaffold would have 
intercepted its performance, and Ireland lost a bright exam- 
ple she would do well to imitate. f 

Unhappily, however, for Kobert Emmett, he drank deeply 
of the delusions of the day. Insandy obstinate, he spamed 
all advice ; and with the sacrifice of ,what little fortune he 
possessed, and the aid of a few desperate and undiaciplined 
followers, he essayed what he believed would be the emanci- 
pation of the country ! On the 23d of June, 1803, this rebel- 
lioa — if such it can be called — broke out in Dublin ; and so 
unprepared was goverimient ibr such an event, that it is an 
indisputable fact that there was not a single ball in the chief 
arsenal which would fit the artillery. Indeed, had the de- 
luded foUowers of Emmett had common sense or common 
conduct, the Castle of Dublin must have fallen into their pos- 
session ; and what, fortunately, ended in a petty insurrection, 
might have produced a renewal of the disastrous '98. Much 
depends upoa the success of the moment ; and there was no 
doubt there were very many indolent or desponding roalcoa- 
tents whom the surrender of that citadel would have roused 
into activity. However, a most melancholy and calamitous 
occorrence is supposed at the moment to have diverted Em- 
mett's mind from an object m important. Lord Kilwarden, 
the then chief justice, the old and esteemed friend of IMEr. 
Curran, was returning from the country, and had to pass 
through the very street of the insurrection. He was recog- 
nized, seized, and inhumanly murdered, against all the en- 
treaties and commands of Emmett. This is supposed to have 
disgusted and debilitated him. He would not wade through 
blood to liberty, and found, too late, that treason could not 
be restrained even by the authority it acknowledged. Lord 
Kilwarden died like a judicial hero. Covered with pike 
wounds, and fainting from loss of blood, his last words wei^ 
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"Let no man perish in consequence of my death bnt by the 
regular operation of the laws ;" words which should be en- 
grnven in letters of gold upon his nionumeQt, Speaking of 
him afterward, during the subsequent trials, Mr, Currau said, 
" It ie impossible for any man having a head or a heart to 
look at this infernal transaction without horror. I had known 
Lord Kilwardea for twenty years. No man possessed more 
EtroDgly than be did two qualities: he was a lover of justice 
anil humanity even to weakness, if it can he a weakness." 
The result of this murder was the paralysis of the rebels and 
the flight of Emmett. In his depot in an obscure street, a 
paper ^ras found speculating on the state of his own mind in 
case of failure. It ia a picture of enthusiasm. "I have but 
little time," he saya, " to look at the thousand difficuUiea 
which He between me and the completion of my projects. 
That those difficulties will likewise disappear, I have ardent, 
and, I trust, rational hopes ; but if that is not to be the case, 
I thank God for having gifted me with a sanguine disposi- 
tion ; to that disposition Z run from reflection ; and, if my hopes 
are without ibandation — if a precipice is opening under my 
feet, from whioh duty will not suiler me to ruu back, I am 
grateful for that sanguine disposition, which leads me to the 
brink and throws me down, while my eyes are still raised to 
that vision of happiness which my fancy formed in Hie air." 
Emmett took refuge in a house which had belonged to his fit- 
ther, sitnated about midway between Dublin and Hathfam- 
ham, a village adjoining Mr. Curran's residence, the Priory. 
Why this particular place of refuge was selected now remaina 
to be told, and a mournful, melancholy tale it is, Emmett's 
paients and Mr. Curran having been acquainted, young £m- 
mett used occasionally to visit at the Priory, Miss Sarah 
Curran, the youngest daughter, was a lady of great accom- 
plishments, hereditary talents, and most interesting manners. 
Acquaintance soon grew into intimacy, and intimacy into a, 
mutual attaefament. Its origin and progress will be fonod 
detailed in a lettei written by Emmett himself to her father, 
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After biB condenmation. Thii unhappy event was a aomee 
of mnch ogcmy to Mr. Cutran, and, frequently as he refMred 
to private matters, on one occasioD only did he mention this. 
" I was riding," said he, " to court, as usual, on the morning 
^er the outbreak, when the appearance of Majm: Sirr at the 
Jtoad of some dragoons much surprised me. He rode up to 
im, lamenting with much courtesy the occasion of our meet- 
ing, and intimating that, in consequence of some papers found 
on Mr. £mmett, he had ord^a to search my residence. At 
BiOBt thunderstmck, I at once prefiered him every facility ia 
Biy powef. To my utter amazement, a correspondence, of 
which I had not even a Buspicion, was discovered." Mr. 
Curraa had no idea of the length to which the attachmeiU 
hii proceeded, and bis mortification was intense. However, 
his course was instantly determined on. He at once present- 
ed himself to the authorities for examination, when his entire 
igoorance of the conspiracy, or of aught coonected with it, 
heoame apparent. He spoke with much gratitude of the 
kindness and delicacy of the attrarney general, Mr, Standish 
O'Giady, throughout these very painful and harassing inve»- 
tigations. 

It is said that Emmett ntight have efieoted his escape had 
lie Bot lingered to bid a last adieu to hei he so dearly loved. 
He was brought to trial as soon as the legal forms would peiv 
aoit, convicted, as a matter of course, and executed on thefol- 
lateing day. The last sad and interesting scene in court baa 
been variously reported, and the subject of some misrepresent- 
ation. The following account, quoted l^y Dr. Madden, seems 
Booniate and impartial : 

The clerk of the crown then, in the usual form, addressed 
the prisoner, concluding in these words : " What have you, 
ther^ote, now to say why judgment of death and executipD 
abould not he awarded against you, according to law ?" 

Mr. Kmmott, standing forward in the dock, in front of the 
bench, said, " My lords, as to why judgment of death and as- 
Aouticu should not be passed upon me according to taw, I 
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have nothing to say ; but eie to why my character Bhottld not 
be relieved from the imputations and calumnieB thrown out 
against it, I have much to Bay. I do not imagine that youi 
lordships Trill give credit to what I am going to utter : I have 
no hopes that I can anchor my character in the breast of the 
court. I only wish your lordships may suffer it to float down 
yottr memories until it has found some more hospitable harbor 
to shelter it from the storms with which it is at present buf* 
feted. WaB I to suffer only death after being adjudged guilty, 
I should bow in silence to the fate which awaits me ; hut the 
eent^ice of the law, which delivers over my body to the exe- 
cutioner, consigns my character to obloquy. A man in my 
situation has not only to encounter the diiSQultieB of fortune, 
but also the difficulties of prejudice. While the man dies, his 
memory lives ; and that mine may not forfeit all claim to the 
lespect of my countrymen, I seize upon this opportunity to 
vindicate myself from some of the charges alleged against roe. 
I am charged with being an enussary of France, Never did 
I entertain the remotest idea of establishing French power in 
Ireland. From the introductory paragraph of the address of 
the provisional government, it is evident that every hazard . 
attending an independent effort was deemed preferable to the 
more fatal risk of introducing a French army into this couI^ 
try. Small, indeed, would be our claim to patriotism and to 
sense, and palpable our affectation of the love of liberty, if we 
were to sell our country to a people who are not only slaves 
themselves, but the unprincipled and abandoned instruments 
of imposing slavery on others. And, my lords, let me here 
observe, that I am not the head and life's-blood of rebellion. 
When I came to Ireland, I found the business ripe for execu- 
tion. I was asked to join it. I took time to consider ; and, 
after mature deliberation, I became one of the provisioiial gov- 
ernment. And there was then, my lords, an agent from the 
United Irishmen and provisional government of Ireland at 
Paris, negotiating with the French government to obtain from 
them an aid sufficient to accomplish the separatioa of Ireland 
M2 
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from Great Britain, the preliroinary to whicli aseiEtance has 
been a guarantee to Ireland, eimilar to that which Franklin 
obtained for America ; but the intimation that I, or tbe rest 
of tbe proTieional government, meditated to put our country 
under tbe dominioQ of a power which has been the enemy of 
freedom in every part of the globe, is utterly faUe and un- 
founded. Did we entertain any sueh ideas, how could we 
apeak of giving freedom to ouar countrymen t how could we 
Bourne such an exalted motive ? If snob, an inference u 
drawn from any part of the proclamation of the provisional 
government, it catumniatea their views, and is not warranted 
by t^e fact. 

"Connection with France was indeed intended, but only 
as far as mutual interest would sanctitHi or requiie. Were 
tbey to assume any authority inccmsistent with the purest in- 
dependence, it would be the signal for their destruction. Wo 
sought aid, and we sought it — as we had assurance we should 
obtain it — as aujtiliaries in war and allies in peace. 

"Were the French to come as invaders or enemies unin- 
vited by the wishes of the people, I should oppose them to the 
. utmost of my strength— yes, my countrymen ! I should advise 
you to meet them upon the beach, with a sword in one hand 
and a torch in ^he other. I would meet them with all the 
destructive fury of war. I would animate my countrymen to 
immolate them in their boats, before tbey had contaminated 
the soil of roy country. If they succeeded in landing, and if 
forced to retire before superior discipline, I would dispute every 
inch of ground, bum every blade of grass, and tbe last intrench- 
ment of liberty should be my grave. What I could not do. 
myself, if I should fall, I should leave as a last charge to my 
countrymen to accomplish, because I should feel conscious 
that life, any more than death, is unprofitable ^hen a foreign 
nation holds my country in subjection. 

"B«viewii^ the conduct of France to other countries, could 
we expect better toward ns ? No ! Let not, then, any man 
attaint my memory by believing that I could have hoped to 
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give freedom to my country by betraying the eacred cauEo of 
liberty, and committing it to the power of her most determined 
Joe. Had I done so, I had not deserved to live ; and, dying 
with such a weight upon my character, I had merited the 
honest execration of that country which gave me birth, and 
to which I would give freedom. What has been the conduct 
of the French toward other countries t They promised them 
liberty ; and when they got them into their power, they en- 
slaved them. What has been their conduct toward Switzer- 
land, where it has been stated that I had been ? Had the 
people there been desirous of French assistance, I would have 
aided with the people ; I would have stood between them and 
the French, whose aid Ihcy called in, and, to the utmost of 
my ability, I would have protected them from every attempt 
at subjugation. I would, in such case, have fought against 
the French, anil, ia the indignity of freedom, I would have ex- 
pired on the threshold of that country, and they should have 
entered it only by passing over my Ufclcsa corpse. Is it, then, 
to bo supposed that I would be slow in making the same sac- 
lificcE for my native land ? Am I, who lived but to be of ser- 
vice to my countiy, and who would subject myself to the bond- 
age of the grave to give hei freedom and independence — atn 
I to be loaded with the foul and grievous calumny of being an 
emissary of French tyranny and French despotism i My lords, 
it may be part of the system of angry j ustice to bow a man's 
mind by humiliation to meet the ignominy of the scaffold, but 
worse to me than the scafibld's shame or the scafibld's terrors 
would be the imputation of having been the agent of the des- 
potism and ambition of France ; and while I have breath, I 
will call upon my countrymen not to believe me guilty of so 
foul a crime against their liberties and against their happiness. 
I would do with the people of Ireland as I would have done 
with the people of Switzerland, could I be called upon at any 
future period of time so lo dc. My object, and that of the rest 
of the provisional government, was to effect a total separation 
between Great Britain and Ireland, and to make Ireland to- 
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tally independent o( Great Britain, bat not to let her become 
a dependant of Fntnoe. 

" When my spirit shall have joined those bands or martyred 
beroet trbo have shed their blood on the BcafTold and in the 
£eid in defense of their country, this is my hope, that my 
memory and name may serve to animate those who sutvive 
me. 

"While the destruction of that government ivhieh upholds 
ils dominion by impiety against the Moat High, which display! 
kg power over man as over the beasts of the field, which sets 
man upon his brother, and lifts his bands, in Religion's name, 
against the throat of his fellow who believes a little more or 
less than the government Btandard, which reigns amid the cries 
of the orphans and of the widows it has made — ' ' (Here Mr. 
Emmett was inlermpted by Lwd Norbnry.) 

After a few words on the subject of his objects, purposes, 
Imd the final prospect of success, he was again interrupted, 
wh«9i he said, 

" What I have spoken was not intended for your lordships, 
vhose situation I commiserate rather than envy ; my expres- 
sions were for my countrymen. If there be a true Iridiman 
present, let my last words cheer him in the hour d" affliction." 

(Lord Norbury interrupted the prisoner.) 

" I have always understood it to be the duty of a judges 
irhen a prisoner has been convicted, to pronounce the seatenoa 
of the law ; I have alio understood that judges sometimes 
think it their duty to hear with patience, and to speak with 
humanity — to exhort the violim of the laws, and to offer, with 
tender benignity, their opinions of the motives by which ha 
was actuated in the crime of which he was adjudged guilty ; 
that a judge has thought it his duty so to have done, I have 
no doubt ; but where is the boasted freedom of your institu- 
tions— where is the vaunted impartiality, clemency, and mild- 
ness of your courts of justice, if an unfortunate prisoner, whom 
youi policy, and not justice, is about to deliver into the hands 
of the executioner, is not sufiend to explain his motives am- 
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tvnij and truly, and to vindicate the principleB by which ha 
was actuated t 

" My lords, it may be a part of the ayBlem of angiy justice 
to bow a man's mind by humtliation to the purposed ignominy 
of the toafibld ; but worse to me than the purposed ebame or 
the Bcaffold'fl terrors would be the tame enduranoe of suoh foul 
and unfounded imputatiooa as have been laid against me in 
this court. You, my lord, are a judge. I am the supposed 
culprit. I am a maa — ^you are a man also. By a revolution 
of power we might change place, though we never could 
change characters. If I stand at the bar of this court, and 
dare not vindicate my character, what a farce is your justice ! 
If I stand at this bar, and dare not vindicate my character, 
how dare you calumniate it ! Does the sentence of death, 
which your unhallowed policy inflicts on my body, condemn 
ray tongue to silraiae, and my reputatioa to reproach ? Your 
executioner may abridge the period of my existence, but 
while I exist I shall not forbear to vindicate my character 
and motives from your aspersiiHis ; and as a man to whom 
fame is dearer than life, I will make the l)Lst use of that life 
in doing justice to that reputation which is to live after me, 
and which is the only legacy I can leave to those I honor and 
love, and fox whom I am proud to perish. As men, my lords, 
we must appear on the great day at one common tribunal ; 
and it will then remain for the Searcher of all hearts to show 
a collective universe who are engaged in the most virtuous 
actions or actuated I^ the purest motives, my country's op- 
pressors or — " 

(Here he was interrupted, and told to listen to the sentence 
of the law.) 

" My lords, will a dying man be denied the legal privi]«^ 
of exculpating himself in the eyes of the community from a 
lepioach thrown upon him during his trial, by charging him 
with ambition, and attempting to cast away, for a paltry oou:- 
eideration, the liberties of his coutatry 1 Why then intuit me 
^-ot, rathei, why iiuult j ostioe, in demanding of m9 why len- 
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tence of de»th should not be pronouDoed against me 1 1 know, 
my lords, that the form presoribea that you should put the 
questioa : the form also confers a right of answering. This, 
no doubt, may be dispensed with, and so might the whole cer- 
emony of the trial, since sentence was already pronouiLced at 
the Castle before your jury were impanneled. Your lordships 
are but the priests of the oracle, and I submit ; but I insist on 
the whole of the forms." 

(Here Mr. Emmett paused, and the court desired him to pro- 
ceed.) 

" I have been charged with that importance in the efibrta 
to emancipate my country as to be considered the keystone 
of the combination of Irishmen, or, as it has been expressed, 
'the life and blood of this conspiracy,' You do me honor over- 
much : you have given to the subaltern all the credit of the 
superior. There are men concerned in this conspiracy who 
are not only superior to me, but even to your own conception 
of yourself, my lord — men before the splendor of whose genius 
and virtues I should bow with respectful deference, and who 
would not deign Xo call you friend — who would not disgraee 
themselves by shaking your blood-stained hand." 

(Here he was interrupted by Lord Korbury.) 

•'What, my lord ! shall you tell me, on my passage to the 
Bcaffcld — which that tyranny, of which you are only the in- 
termediate minister, has erected for niy death — that I am ac- 
countable for all the blood that has, and will be, shed in this 
struggle of the oppressed against the oppressor ? Shall you 
tell me this, and must I be so very a slave and not repel it ? 

" I do not fear to approach the Omnipotent Judge to an- 
swer for the conduct of my short life ; and am I to staod ap- 
palled here before a mere remnant of mortality ? Let no man 
dare, when I am dead, to charge me with dishonor ; let no 
man attaint my memory by beheving that I could have en- 
gaged in any cause but that of my country's liberty and inde- 
pendence. The proclamation of the provisional government 
speakfl my views. No inference can be tortured from it to 
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coiiotenance barbarity oi deluiBenient. I would not have Bub- 
mitted to a. foreign oppreEsion. for the Bame leaaon that I would 
have resisted tyranny at home." 

Lord Norbury. " Mr. Emmett, you have been called upon 
to show cause, if any you have, why the judgment of the law 
ehould not be enforced against you. Instead of ahowing any 
thing in point of law why judgment should not pasE, you have 
proceeded in a manner the moat unbecoming a person in your* 
Bituation. Ton have avowed, and endeavored to vindicate, 
principles totally subversive of the government, totally subver- 
sive of the tranquillity, well-being, and happiness of that coun* 
try which gave you birth ; and you have broached treason the 
most abominable. 

" You, sir, had the honor to be a gentleman by birth, and 
your father filled a respectable situation under the govern- 
ment. You had an eldest brother, whom death snatched 
away, and who, when living, was one of the greatest orna- 
ments of the bar. The laws of his country were the study of 
his youth ; and the study of his maturer life was to cultivate 
and support them. He left you a proud example to follow ; 
and if he had hved, he would have given your talents, the same 
virtuous direction as his own, and have taught you to admire 
and preserve that Constitution, for the destruction of which 
you have conspired with the most profligate and abandoned, 
and associated yourself with hostlers, bakers, butcheig, and 
such persons, whom you invited to council when you erected 
your proviaional government." 

" If the BpiritB," said Emmett, " of the illustrious dead par- 
ticipate in the concerns of those who were dear to them in 
this transitory scene, dear shade of my venerated father I look 
down on your sufiering son, and see has he for one moment 
deviated from those moral and patriotic principles which you 
so early instilled into his youthful mind, and for which he has 
now to offer np his life I 

" My lord, you are impatient for the sacrifice. The blood 
which you seek ib not congealed by the artificial terrors which 
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■lUTound youi Tictim; it circulates warmly and unrnffled 
through its channels, and in a little time wUl cry to Hearen. 
Be yet patient I I have but a few worda more to Bay. I am 
going to my cold and eilent grave ; my lamp of life is nearly 
extinguished. I have parted with every thing that was dear 
to me in this life, and, for my country's cause, with the idcd 
of my soul, the object of my afieotions. My race is run ; the 
grave opens to receive me, and I sink into its bosom. I have 
bnt (me request to ask at my departure frran this world — it i> 
the charity of its silence, Let no man write my epitaph ; for 
as no man who knows my motives dare now vindicate them, 
let no prejudice or ignorance asperse them. Let them rest in 
obscurity and peace, my memory he left in oblivion, and my 
tomb remain uninscribed, until other times and other men can 
do justice to my character. When my country takes her place 
among the nations of the earth, then, and not till then, let my 
epitaph be written. I have done." 

These were the last words which Robert Kmmett ever spoke 
in public. And these words deUberately avowed and justified 
the treason for which his life had been pronounced the forfeit. 
Ittdeed, he does not appear to have been a young man upon 
whose mind adversity could produce any effect. He was 
buoyed up by a characteristic enthusiasm, and this, tempered 
as it was by the utmost amenity of manners, rendered him an 
object of love and admiration even in his prison. Of his con- 
duct there I have had, well authenticated, some very curious 
anecdotes. 

One day previous to his trial, as the governor was going his 
rounds, he entered Emmett's room rather abruptly, and ob- 
serving a remarkable exp^ssion in his countenance, he apolo- 
gized for the interruption. He had a fork affixed to his little 
deal table, and appended to it there was a tress of hair. " You 
»ee," said he to the keeper, " how innocently I am occupied. 
This httle tress has long been dear to me, and I am plaiting 
it to wear in my bosom on the day of my execution !" It need 
■carcely be stated that the treis was Miss Cturan's : she vu 
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in his heart till it ceamd to beat. Within an hour of his ex- 
ecution he thus wrote of her : " My love, Sarah ! it was not 
thus that I thought to have requited your aSection. I did 
hope to be a prop round which your afieotJoos might have 
-cluDg, and which would never have been shaken ; hut a rude 
blast has snapped it, and they have fallen over a grave." Ob 
the day of that fatal event, there was found, sketched by his 
own hand, with a pen and iuk, upon that very table, an ad- 
mirable likeness of himself, the head severed from the body, 
"which lay near it, surrounded by the scaffold, the ai, and all 
the frightful paraphernalia of a high-treason execution. What 
a straDge union of tenderness, enthusiasm, and fortitude do 
not the above traits of character exhibit ! His fortitude, in- 
deed, never for an instant forsook him. On the night previous 
to his death, he slept as soundly as ever ; and when the fatal 
morning dawned, he arose, knelt down and prayed, ordered 
Bome milk, which he drank, wrote two letters (one to his 
brother in America, and the other to the secretary of state, in- 
closing it), and then desired the sherifia to be informed that he 
was ready. When they came into his room, he said he had 
two requests to make — one, that his arms might be left as 
loose as possible, which was humanely and instantly acceded 
to. " I make the other," said he, " not under any idea that 
it can be granted, bat that it may be held in remembrance 
that I have made it — it is, that I may be permitted to die in 
my uniform."* This, of course, could not be allowed ; and 
the request seemed to have had no other object than to show 
that he gloried in the cause for which he was to suffer. A 
remarkable example of his power both over himself and others 
occurred at this melancholy moment. He was passing out, 
attended by the sherifis, and preceded by the executioner. In 
one of the passages stood the turnkey who had been personally 
assigned to him during his imprisonment. This poor fellow 
loved him in his heart, and the tears were streaming from his 
eyes in torrents. Emmett paused for a moment ; bis habda 
* The color of the rebel aniform vim green. 
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were not at liberty — he kiased his cheek — and the man, who 
had been for years the inmate of a dungeon, habituated to 
scenes of horror, and hardened against their operation, fell 
senseless at his feet. Before his eyes had opened again upon 
this world, those of the youthful suFerer had closed on it for- 

Such is a brief sketch of the man who originated the last 
state trials in which Mr. Curran acted as an advocate. Upon 
his character, of course, different parties will pass diSerent 
opinions. Here, he suSered the death of a traitor ; in Ameri- 
ca, his memory ia as that of a martyr ; and a full length por- 
trait of him trampling on a crown is one of their most popular 
sign-posts. Of his high honor Mr. Cunan had an almost ex- 
travagant opinion. Speaking of him to me on the occasioa 
already referred to, he said, bitterly as he felt himself aggrieved, 
" I would have believed the word of Emmett as soon as the 
oath of any man I ever knew." 

Very far is it from my intention to disobey the lait request 
of Emmett, by attempting to place any inscription upon his 
tomb : that must await the pen of an impartial posterity ; and 
to that posterity his fate will go, were there no other page to 
introduce it than that of the inspired author of Lalkt jRookh, 
who was his friend and contemporary in college, and who thus 
most beautifully alludes to him in his Irish Melodies : 

" O breathe not his name '. let it sleep in the shade 
Where, cold and anhoDorea, hia relics are Isid! 
Bad, Bilcnt, and dark be the tears that we ehed, 
Aa the night-dew that falls on the grasa o'er his head. 

But the night-dew that falls, though in ailenae it weeps, 
Shall brighten with verdure the grave where he sleeps ; 
And the tear that we shed, though in secret it rolls, 
Shall long keep his memorj green iu our souls." 

Mr. Curran had b'een originally nominated as one of Em- 
mett's counsel. But, of course, the delicacy of his situation 
Ibrbade his acting. I am permitted, by the kindness of my 
friend, Mr. William Henry Cunan, to copy fiom his very val- 
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li&ble work a letter addressed by Emmelt to his father after 
his coaviction. I can. not do so, however, without a, passing 
tribute to one whose iiliat piety has shone so brightly amid hia 
other many virtues. These bumble pages, aflectionalely ia- 
Ecribed to his dear lather's memory, were intended rather as 
personal sketches than as a historic portraiture. That, how- 
ever, will be found, drawn by a master-hand, in his son's ad- 
mirable biography, 

FROM ItOBEBT BMMETT TO JOHN PHILPOT CURHAH, ESa 

" I did not expect you to be my counsel. I nominated you, 
because not to have done so might have appeared remarka- 
ble. Had Mr. been in town, I did not even wish to see 

you ; but, as he was not, I wrote to you to come to me at 
once. I know that I have done you very severe injury — much 
greater than I can atone for with my life ; that atonement I 
did ofier to make before the Privy Council, by pleading guilty 
if those documents were suppressed. I offered more — I ofier- 
ed, if I was permitted, to consult some persons, and, if they 
would consent to an accommodation for saving the lives of 
others, that I would only require for my part of it the snp- 
pression of those documents, and that I would abide the event 
of my own trial. This was also rejected ; and nothing but 
individual information (with the exception of names) would 
be taken. My intention was, not to leave the suppression 
of those documents to possibility, but to render it unnecessary 
for any one to plead for me, by pleading guilty to the charge 
myself. 

" The circumstances that I am now going to mention I do 
not state in my own justification. When I first addressed 
your daughter, I expected that in another week my own fate 
would be decided. I knew that, in case of success, many others 
might look on me difierently from what they did at that mo- 
ment ; but I speak with sincerity when I say that I never 
was anxious for situation or distinction myself, and I did not 
wish to be united to oiie who was. I spoke to your daughter, 
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neither expecting, nor, under those circumstances, wishing that 
there should be a letum of attachment, but wiEhing to judge 
of her dispositions — to know bow far they might be not un- 
ittTorable or disengaged, and to know what foundation I might 
afterward have to count on. 1 received no encouragement 
whatever. She afterward told me she had no attachment iot 
any person, nor did she seem likely to have any that might 
make her wish to quit you. I stayed away till the lime had 
elapsed, when I found that the event to which I allude was 
to be postponed indefinitely. I returned by a kind of infatu- 
ation, thinking that to myself only was I giving pleaeure or 
pain. I perceived no progiew of attachment on her part, ncr 
any thing in her conduct to distinguish me from a common 
acquaintance. Afterward I had reason to suppose that dis- 
coveries were made, and that I should be obliged to quit the 
kingdom immediately, and I came to make a renunciation of 
any approach to frieo^hip that might have been formed. On 
that very day she herself spoke ta me to discontinue my visits. 
I told her that it was my intention, and I mentioned the rea* 
son. I then, for the first time, found, when I was unfortu- 
nate, by the manner in which she was afiected, that there was 
a return of amotion, and that it was too late to retreat. My 
own apprehensions were, I afWward found, without cause, 
and I remained. There has been much culpability on my 
part in all this, but there has been a great deal of that misfor- 
tune which seems uniformly to have accompanied me. That 
I have written to your daughter since an unfortunate event 
has taken place, was an additional breach of propriety, for 
which I have sufieied well ; but, I will candidly confess, that 
I not only do not feel it to have been of the same extent, but 
that I Bonuder it to have been unavoidable after what had 
passed ; for, though I will not attempt to justify in the small- 
eit degree my former conduct, yet, when an attachment was 
once formed between us — and a sincerer one never did exist 
-~I feel that, peculiarly circumstanced as I then was, to have 
.left her uncertain of my situation would neither have weanod 



dbvCoogli: 



CUBBAIf AND HIS CON TEHPOR ARIES. 285 

hen afiectioa nor lessened hec anxiety ; and looking upon her 
Rs one whom, if I had lived, I hoped to have had my partner 
jbr life, I did hold the removing her anxiety alwve every other 
consideration. I would rather have had the affection of your 
daughter in the baek settlementa of America, than the first 
situatioa the country could afford without it. I know not 
whether this will bo any extenuation of my offense — I know 
not whether it will be any extenuation of it to know, that if 
I had that sitaation in my power at this moment, I would re- 
linquish it to devote my life to hei happiness. I know not 
whether success would have blotted out the recollection of 
what I have done ; but I know that a roan with the coldness 
of death on him need not be made to feel any other coldness, 
and that he may be spared any addition to the misery he feels, 
not for himself, but for those to whom he has left nothing but 
sorrow." The original is not signed or dated ; itwaswritten 
in the interval between Emmett's conviction abd execution. 

After Emmett's death, spurious copies of his speech were 
circulated, and in some of those the speaker was made to ac- 
cuse Mr. Flunket, one of the prosecuting counsel, of very gross 
ingratitude. Emraett never did so, nor could he have done 
so with truth. This will be referred to hereafter. That 
great advocate, however, seemed to me to have made a very 
unnecessaiy speech, as Emmett scarcely denied bis guilt ; and 
Mr. Flunket himself, in the course of his address, declared 
that " no one capable of putting two ideas together could 
doubt it." I know, however, he thought he was called upon, 
not so much to address the Jury, as the country through the 
jury. In the year 1819, he stopped in the ball of the courts 
to thank me lor my mention of him with respect to Emmett 
in the first edition of this work. I told him I could accept 
no thanks for doing justice, and added a strong opinion as to 
the speech on the trial. His answer was, " You did not know 
the times : they rendered it necessary." At the end of thirty 
years, retaining the same opinion, I add that, were a speech 
necessary, it should have been made by M'Clelknd, who, u 
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Bolicitor general, was next in rotation. A very bad one, 
doubtless, it would have been ; but it was not hii fault that 
he was dull, and it was theirs that he was their officer. The 
speech was very generally canvaseed at the time, and un- 
doubtedly, in its ardor and its ability, there was nothing left 
for the government to desire. However, while the Union 
oration was etill ringing through the country, passages such 
as the following, from the same lipB, muBt have rather start- 
led its admirers : " Were it practicable to sever the countries, 
to untie the linka which bind us to the British Constitution, 
and to turn us adriil upon the turbulent ocean of revolution, 
who could answer for the existence of this country as an in- 
dependent country for a year ? God and nature have made 
the two countries essential to each other. Let them cling to 
each other to the end of time, and their united affection and 
loyalty will be proof against the machinations of the world." 
Eloquently, ably, and truthfully described ; but not one whit 
more eloquent than the burning vow pronounced two years 
before on the Union debate : " That if the wanton ambition 
of the minister should assail the freedom of Ireland, and com- 
pel me to the alternative, I would fling the Constitution to 
the winds, and clasp the independence of my country to my 
heart," Mere words, to be sure, uttered amid the excitement 
of debate, to deter the " wanton ambition of the minister" 
from his purpose ; hut still words too splendid in their expres- 
sion to be easily forgotten, and too noble in their sentiment 
not to find a home in the heart of every young enthusiaHt. 
It ought not, however, in mere justice to this eloquent advo- 
cate, to be here omitted, that it was said he did not volunteer 
his exertions, which were specially soUcited by the first law 
officer of the crown. If this be so, he was, according to the 
rules of the profession, bound to render such assistance to his 
leader as that leader might require from him. This, though 
it touches not the question as to the necessity of the speech, 
which seems to have so much excited Emmett, clearly exon- 
erates Mr. Flunket. 
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In narratiag Huch melancholy events, these topics could 
scarcely have been avoided. I wilUngly conclude them with 
an anecdote, which can only be known to very few, and which 
was related to me by a loved and ever-to-be-lamented friend, 
the late Bishop of Cashel — a man who combined with talents 
the most transcendent every virtue which could adorn human- 
ity. A very close contest was proceeding in the year 18 — 
between Mr, Flunket and Mr. Croker for the lepTeBentalioa 
of the University of Dublin ; either candidate would have 
done honor to its choice. It was quite understood that Dr. 
Sandes, from his well-won popularity, had the election in his 
hands. Mr. Flunket called to canvass him, and the bishop 
related to mo what followed : " I locked the door," said he, 
" to avoid all interruption, and at once said, ' Mr. Flunket, I 
know, of course, the nature of your visit. I need not say I 
'admire your talents, and coincide in your political opinions; 
but I will deal quite candidly witii you. My vote and inter- 
est you shall never have, until you fully satisfy me respecting 
the part you took on the trial of the unfortunate Uobert Em- 
mett.' He sat down, entered upon an elaborate explanation, 
and at the end of an hour I promised the support which made 
him member for the University." The election which found- 
ed the fortunes of Mr. Flunket was carried by a very narrow 
majority (as I believe, only five), and there could be no doubt 
that Dr. Sandes decided it. 

The curtain had &llen, the scaffold had its victim, and the 
world's idle work went on as usual, after youth, and genius, 
and enthusiasm had thus mournfully passed away from it. 
But there was one young heart which Emmett's image had 
long made its habitation — that of " his love — Sarah." That 
heart was broken now, but the image still remained araid its 
ruins. The sequel to her brief, sad story is soon told. Her 
home unhappy, her father ofiended, her mind daily harassed 
by asBooiationa reminding her of happiness forever vanished, 
she sought a solace in the friendly family of Mr. Penrose, in 
the vicinity of Cork. She found there a frequent goest in the 
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person of & Captain Sturgeon. This gentleman became deep- 
ly interested ia her fate, and prevailed on her, in her desola- 
tion, to accept his hand, though she too truly told him her 
afiections were in the gra^ve. In a few short months she Was 
there herself, having died in Sicily broken-hearted. That 
grave is in the village of Newmarket, her father's birth-place. 
Who can refuse to it a tear 1 The following sweet lines of 
Moore commemorate her misfortunes ; and it is said that, 
when left alone, she was heard to sing them at Mr, Penrose's : 
" Sbe is far from the land where her young hero sleeps, 
And loven aroand her are sighing; 
Bat coldlj she lanis from their gaze, and weeps. 

For her heart in bis grave is Ijing. 
She aings the wild aong of her dear native plains 

Eveiy note which he loved awaking — ' 
Ah ! little think they who delight in her atruna, 

How the heart of the minstrel ia breaking '. 
Be had lived for hia love, for his country he died — 

Thej were alt that to life had entwined him ; 
Nor soon shall the tears of his country be dried, 

Not long BiilC kii lovt tiay behind kins. 
Oh, make her a grave where the annbearas rest, 

When they promise a glorious morrow ! 
They'll shine on ber sleep like a smile from the west — 
From her own loved idand of sorrow." 

Captain Sturgeon, who survived her many years, died in 
lattle in the PeninBulai war. Emmett's love breathed her 
last a resigned and pious Christian. 

Although precluded by circumstances from acting as Km- 
mett's counsel, Mr. Curran was assigned to several of the other 
prisoners, respecting whom the same delicacy did not exist. 
From his first speech, on the trial of Owen Kirwan, on the 
first of October, 1803, I select the exordium, contrasting his 
then position with that in which he stood in the state trials 
of 1798. 

"I have been chosen," »aid he, "for the very unpleasant 
task of defending the prisoBer, without my ocaumrrence oi 
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knowledge ; as Eoon, however, ae I vas appnied of it, I a<v 
cepted it without heeitfttioa. To assist a human being, laboi- 
ing under the moet awful of all situations, tretnhling in the 
dreadful alternfttire of honorable life or ignuninions death, 
waa what no man, worthy of the name, could refuse to man ; 
but it would be peculiarly base in any peison who bad the 
honor of wearing the king's gown, to letiTC the king's tnibgeot 
undefended. I can not, however, but eonfesH that I feel na ' 
small consolation when I compare my present with my for- 
mer situation upon nmilar oooa«ons. In the sad tones to 
which I allude, it was frequently my fate to come forward to 
the spot where I now stand with a body sinking under infirm- 
ity and disease, and & mind broken with the eonscioiunesB of 
public calamity, created and exasperated by pnUic folly. It 
has pleased Heaven that I should live to survive both Ihcw 
afflictions, and I am grateful to its meicy. I now coma hera 
through a composed and quiet city — I read no expressioa in 
any laoe sare such as marks the otdinary feelings (Asocial ^&, 
01 the various characters of civil occupation. I see no Sight- 
fui spectacle of infuriated power or m&ring humanity — I see 
no tortures — I hear uo shrieks — I no longer see the bnnuui 
heart charred in the flame of its own wild and paltry paasioni 
— black and bloodless — capable only of catching and commu- 
nicating that destmctive fire by which it devours and is itself 
devoured. I no longer behold the ravages of that odious bi|^ 
otry by which we ate deformed, and degraded, and disgi&ced 
— a bigotry against which no man should ever miss an oppoiy 
tunity of putting his coimtrymen, of all sects and of all i^scrip 
tions, upon their guard : it is the accursed and pronuscuons 
progeny of servite hypocrisy, of remoraeless thirst of power, <rf 
insatiate thirst of gain, laboring for the destruction of man 
under the specious pretenses of B.eligion — her banner stolen 
from the altar of God, and her allies congregated from the 
abysses of hell, she acts by votaries to be restrained by no 
eompiinctions of humanity, for they are dead to mercy ; to be 
reclaimed by no voice of reason, fo^ refutation is the bread ck 
N 
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whicli their folly feeds ; they are outlawed alike from their 
species and their Creator ; the ohject of their crime is social 
life, and the wages of their sin is social death ; for, though it 
may happen that a guilty iodividual should escape from the 
law that he has broken, it can not be so with nations — their 
guilt is too extensive and unwieldy for auch an escape : they 
may rest assured that Providence has, in the natural connec- 
tion between cansea and their eftects, established a system of 
TCtributive justice, by which the crimes of nations are, sooner 
or later, avenged by their own inevitable consequences.' But 
that hateful bigotry — that baneful discord — which fired the 
heart of man, and steeled it against his brother, has iled at 
last, and, 1 trust, forever. Even in this melancholy place I 
feel myself restored and recreated by breathing the mild at- 
mosphere of justice, mercy, and humanity, I feel I am ad- 
dressing a jary of my countrymen, my fellow-subjects, and my 
fellow- Christians, against whom my heart is waging no con- 
cealed hostility — from whom my face is disguiaing no latent 
Bentiment of repugnance or disgust. I have not now to touch 
the high-raised strings of angry passions in those that heat 
me, nor have! the terror of thinking that if those atringa 
can not be snapped by the stroke, they will he only provoked 
into a more. instigated vibration." 

The following noble passage from this speech I quote, both 
for its eloquence and for the lesson it contains, entreating my 
countrymen, of all classes and persuasions, to commit it to 
their memories, and lay it to their hearts as a precious legacy 
from a true lover of liberty and a devoted friend to Ireland. 
The ra^ of " missionaries" to which Mr. Curran alludes is by 
no means extinct ; and those who preach doctrines directly 
leading to the dismemberment of the empire and the ruin of 
both countries will, it is to be hoped, not outweigh in public 
estimation a. man " whose whole life ought to be a pledge for 
his sincerity and affection." 

"Now," said Mr. Curran, "it is clear that there are but 
two modes of holding states together — namely, community of 
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{interest or predominance of force. The fonnei is the natural 
bond of the British empire. Their interests, their hopes, their 
dangerfl, can be no other thaa one and the same, if they are 
not stupidly blind to their own situation ; and stupidly blind 
indeed must they be, and justly must they incur the inevit- 
able consequences of that blindness and stupidity, if they hare 
not fortitude and magnanimity enough to lay aside those mean 
and narrow jealousies which have hitherto prevented that 
community of interest and unity of eflbrt by which alone we 
can stand, and without which we must fall together. But 
force only can hold the requisitions of the First Consul. What 
community of interest can ho have with the different nations 
that he has subdued and plundered ? Clearly none. Can ha 
venture to establish any tegular and protected system of relig- 
ion among them ? Wherever he erected an altar, he would 
set up a monument of condemnation and reproach upon those 
wild and iaQtastic speculations which he is pleased to dignify ' 
with the name of philosophy, but which other men, perhaps 
because they are endued with a less aspiring intellect, conceive 
- to he a desperate anarchical atheism, giving to every man a 
dispensing power for the gratification of bis passions, teaching 
bim that he may be a rebel to his conscience with advantage, 
and to his God with impunity. Just as soon would the gov- 
ernment of Britain venture to display the Crescent in their 
churches, as an honorary member of all faiths to show any 
reverence to the Cross in his dominions. Apply the same rea^ 
soning to liberty. Can he venture to give any reasonable por- 
tion of it to hia subjects at home or his vassals abroad ? The 
answer is obvious. Sustained merely by military force, his 
unavoidable policy ia to make the army every thing and the 
people nothing. If he ventured to elevate his, soldiers into 
citizens and his wretched subjects into freemen, be would form 
a confederacy of mutual interest between both, against which 
he could not resist a moment. If he relaxed, in like man- 
ner, with Holland, or Belgium, or Switzerland, or Italy, and 
withdrew his armies irom them, he would excite and make 
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them capable of instant revolt. There is one circamatanoo 
which just leaves it poBsible for him not to chain them doim 
still more rigorously than he has done, and that is, the fooihty 
with whieh he can pour military re^nforcemenlB apoa them 
in case of necessity. But, destitute as he is of a marine, he 
could look to no such resource with respect to any insular ac- 
quisition ; aitd he, of course, should guard against the possihilify 
of danger by so complete and merciless a tlsaldom as would 
■ make any eBort of resistance physically impossible. Perhaps, 
my lords and gentlemen," oontinued Mr. Cuxntn, "I may b« 
tiioBght the apologist, instead of the reviler, of the ruler of 
France. I affect not either character. I am searching for 
the motives of his conduot, and not for the topics of his justi- 
fication. I do not afiect to trace these motives to any de- 
pravity of heart or of mind, which accident may have occa- 
noned for the season, and which reflection or ccHnpnnction may 
extinguish or allay, and thereby make him a completely dif^ 
ferent man with respect to France and to the world. I am 
acting more fairly and more usefully by my country when I 
show that his conduct must be so swayed by the permanent 
pressure of his situation, by the control of an unchangeable a^d 
inexorable necessity, that he can not dare to relax or relent 
without becoming the certain victim of his own humanity or 
contrition. I may be asked, are these merely my own specu- 
lations, or have others.jn. Ireland adopted them 1 I answer 
freely, Nbn meus hie sermo est. It is, to my own knowledge, 
the result of serious reflection in numbers of our countrymen. 
In the storm of arbitrary sway, in the dbtraction of torture 
and suffering, the human mind had lost its poise and its tone, 
and was incapable of sober reflection ; but, by removing these 
terrors from it, by holding an even hand between all parties, 
by disdaining the patronage of any sect or faction, the people 
of Ireland were left at liberty to consider her real situation 
and interest, and, happily for herself, I trust in God, she has 
availed herself of the opportunity. With respect to the higher 
orders, even of those who thought they hod scone cause to 
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complain, I know tlus to be the fact — they are not bo blind as 
not to fee the difTereDce between being proud and jealous, and 
pDnctilioue in any claim of privilege oi right between thsm- 
selves and their fellow-tnibjecte, and the mad and deBpeiate 
. depravity of seeking the redress of any dissatiafaction that tbejr 
may feel by an appeal to force, or by the dreadful tecoUTM to 
treason and to blood. Ab to the humbler orders of our peo^e, 
£)r whom I confess I feel the greatest sympathy, because there 
are mote of tbenf to be undone, and because, from want ot 
education, they must be more liable to delusion, I am satisfied 
the topics to which I hare adverted apply with still greater 
foioe to them than to those who are raised above them. I 
have not the same opportunity of knowing their actual opin- 
ions ; but if these opim<ms be other than I think they- ot^ht 
to be. would to God they were present in this place, or that I 
had the opportunity of gcnng into thar cottages ! And dte^ 
well know that I should not disdain to visit them, and to speak 
to them the language of afiection and caadot on the sul^t. 
I should bare little diiSculty in showing to tbeir quiok and 
apprehensive minds how easy it is, when the heait is incensed, 
to confound the evils which are inseparable ieoia the destiny 
of imperfect man with those whiob arise from the bulta or 
errors of his pohtical situation. I would put a few questions 
to their candid and unadulterated sense ; I wuuld ask them. 
Do you think that you have made no advance to civil piospei' 
ity within the last twenty years ? Are your opinions of mod- 
em and subjugated France the same that you entertained of 
popular and revolutionary France fourteen years ago i I^ave 
you any hope, that, if the First Consul got possesaon of your 
island, he would treat you half so well as he does those eonn- 
tries at his door, whom he must lespeet more than he oan re- 
spect 01 regard you ? And do you know how be treats tboae 
unhappy nations ? ^ou know that in Ireland there is little 
personal property to plunder ; that there are iew churches to 
Job. Can you, then, doubt that be would reward his lapa- 
cious generals and soldien l^ parceling out the soil of tlu ia^ 
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and among them, and by dividing you into lotB of serls to till 
the respective lands to which they belonged ? Can you sup- 
pose that the perfidy and treason of surrendering your country 
to an invader would to your new master be any pledge of 
your allegiance ? Can you suppose that, while a single French. 
soldier was willing to accept an acre of Irish ground, he would 
leave that acre in the possession of a man who had shown 
himself 60 wickedly and so stupidly dead to the suggestions of 
the most obvious interest, and to the ties tif the most imperi- 
ous moral obligations ? What do you look forward to with 
respect to the a^randizement of your sect ? Are you Protest 
ants ? He has abolished FrotestantiBm with Chriatianity. 
Are you Catholics ? Do you think he ■ffill raise you to the 
level of the pope ? Perhaps — and I think he would not ; hut 
if he did, coiild you hope more privilege than he has left his 
holiness ? And what privilege has he left him ? He has re- 
duced his religion to be a mendicant for contemptuous tolera- 
tion, and he has reduced his person to beggary and to rags. 
Let me ask you a faithei question : Do you think he would 
feel any kind-hearted sympathy for you ? Answer yourselves 
by asking, What sympathy does he feel for Frenchmen, whom 
he is ready to bury by thousands in the ocean, in the barbar- 
ous gambling of his wild ambition 1 What sympathy, then, 
could bind him to you ? He is not your countryman ; the 
scene of your birth and your childhood is not endeared to his 
heart by the reflection that it was also the scene of his. He 
is not your fellow-Cfaiistian : he is not, therefore, bound to you 
by any similarity of duty in this world, or by any union of 
hope beyond the grave. What, then, could you suppose the 
object of his visit, or the consequence of his success t Can 
you be so foolish as not to see that he would use you as slaves 
while he held you — and that, when he grew weary, which he 
soon would become, of such a worthless and precarious pes- 
session, he would carry you to market in some treaty of peace, 
barter you for some mora valuable ooncession, and surrender 
you to expiate, by your punishment and degradation, the ad- 
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Tantage you had giren him by yonr follies and your crimes ? 
There is another topic on 'which a few words might be ad- 
dressed to the delnded peaBant of this country. He might be 
asked, What could you hope from any momentary sucoeBS of 
any eflbtt to subvert the government by mere intealine convul- 
won ? Could you look forward to the hope of liberty or prop- 
erty t Where are the chaiactera, the capacities, and the mo- 
tives of those that have embarked in these chimerical projects ? 
You see them adespicablegangof needyadventurers; despe> 
■ ate from guilt and poverty, uncountenanced by a single indi- 
vidual of probity or name ; ready to use you as the instruments, 
and equally ready to abandon you, by treachery or flight, as 
the victims of their crimes. For a short time, murder and 
rapine might have their sway ; but don't be such a fool aa to 
thiuk that, though robbing might make a few persons poor, 
it could make many persona rich. Don't be ao silly aa to con- 
found the destruction of property with the partition of wealth. 
Small must be your share of the spoil, and short your enjoy- 
ment of it. Soon, trust me, very aoon would such a state of 
things be terminated by the very atrocities of its authors. Soon 
would you find yourself subdued, mined, and degraded. If 
you looked back, it would be to character destroyed, to hope 
extinguished. If you looked forward, you could only aee that 
dire necessity you had imposed upon your govemon of acting 
toward you with no feelings but those of abhorrence and of self- 
preservation ; of ruling you by a syatem of coercion, of which 
alone you would be worthy; and of loading you with taxea 
{that is, selling the food and raiment which your honest labor 
might earn for your family) to defray the expense of that force 
by which only you could be restrained. Say not, gentlemen, 
that I am inexcusably vain when I say, would to God that I 
bad an opportunity of speaking this plain, and, I trust, not ab- 
surd language, to the humblest orders of my countrymen! 
"When I aee what sort of miaeionaries can preach the doctrines 
of villainy and folly with success, I can not think it very vain 
-to mppose that they would liaten with some attention oud 
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Bome respect to a man v/ho was addresaog plain sense to their 
minds, whose whole life ought to be a jdedge for his sinceiitr 
and afieotion ; who had never, in a single instance, deceived, 
ex deeerted, or betrayed them ; who had nerei been sednced 
to an abandonment of their just rights, or & connivance at any 
c^ their excesses, that could threaten any injury to their char- 
acters." 

Abont this pniod Mr. Curran was bronght down special to 
Cork, in order to prosecute Sir Henry Hayes for the abduo- 
tion of Miss Pike, a Quaker lady of oonidd^uble fortune. As 
the ciroamstances of the case are very ably detailed in the 
anhaeqnent speeeh, it ia unnecessary for me to recapitulate 
them. Sir Hemy Hayes was convicted, and sentenced to 
death; whioh smtence was, however, afterward commuted 
to traosportation for fourteen years. The speech is a very 
able ooB, and in some parts extremely beautiful. It is not in 
the published collection, and its discovery cost me some trouble. 
It has the rare advantage of having received its author's cor- 
rection. Sir Henry wu very pt^ulai in Coit, among the 
lower oiden particularly. An old fisb-womau, who. had 
known Curran, for many yeaia on that circuit, which he orig- 
inally went, saluted him, as he was going into the court- 
bouse, with the common Irish cheer of encouragement, '.' Huz- 
za, oounaelor ! I hope you'll gain the day." " Take care, 
my good woman," answered Curran, good-hnmoredly, " if I 
should, that you don't lose the knight." The following ia 
the speech which he then delivered. Sir Henry has since re- 
turned tiom tranaptMtation. 

"My iDrdt&ndgfflitlemeaofthejury, it ismy duty, as<»i9 
of the counsel in this prosecution, to state to your loidship, 
and to you, gentlemen of the jury, anch facts as I am instruct- 
ed will be established by evidence, in order that you may he 
informed of the nature of the ofiense charged hy the indict- 
ment, and be rendered capable of understanding that evidence, 
wfaitdi, without some previous statement, might appear irrel- 
evant or obsciue. And I shall make a few such obserratioiia 
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in point of law on. the evidence ire piopoM to nddaoe, "with 
respect to the manner in which it will support the charge, if 
you shall helieve it to be true, as may assbt you in perlbiim- 
ing that awfiil duty which you are now called apon to din- 
chatge. la doing eo, I can not foiget upon what very difier- 
«nt gnmnd from that of the leanied counsel for the prisonn I 
find myself placed. It ia the privilege, it is the obligation of 
those who have to defend a client on a trial ibt bia life, to ex- 
ert every force, and to call forth every rescurco that zeal, and 
genius, and sagacity can suggest. It is an indulgraioe in fa- 
vor of life ; it has the sanction of nsage ; it has the penniaaon 
of humanity ; and the maji who sbould linger one step behind 
the most advanced limit of that privilege, and should fail to 
exercise every talent that Heaven had given him in that de< 
fento, would be guilty of a mean desertion of his duty, and an 
abandonment of his client. Far different is the situation of 
him who is concerned for the crown. Cautiously should he 
use his privileges ; scrupulously should he keep within the 
duties of accusation. His task is to lay fairly the nature <^ 
the ease before the court and the jury. Should he endeavor 
to gain a verdict otherwise than by evidence, he were unwor- 
thy of speaking in a court of justice. If I hearda counselibr 
the crown state any thing that I did not think founded in law, 
I should say to myself, God grant that the man who has 
stated this may be an ignorant man, because his ignorance 
can be his only justification. It shall therefore be my ear 
deavor so to lay the matters of fact and of law before yon as 
shall enable you clearly to comprehend them, and, finally, 
by yoni verdict, to do complete justice between the prisoner 
and the public. 

" My lord, and gentlemen of the jury, this is an indictinent 
found by the grand jury against the priscmer at the bar ibr 
having feloniously carried away Mary Pike, with intmt, 
against her will, to marry her : there is another charge also, 
that he did feloniously carry her away with intent to defile 
hNi There was a feisner statute made on this subject, enact- 
N2 
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ing the punishment of death against any man that ehould by 
violence cany away a female, and actually many or defile 
her ; but it was found that young creatures, the victims of 
this sort of crime, from their natural timidity, and the awful 
imprcBsioa made upoa them in an assembly like the present, 
were often unequal to the task of proBecution, and that ofiens- 
eg against that statute often passed unpunished, because the 
natural dehcacy and modesty of the Bex shrunk from the re- 
volting details that were caUed for on such triab. It there- 
fore became necessary to enact a new law upon the subject, 
making the taking away with intent to marry or defile, al- 
though, in fact, no such marriage or defilement had taken 
place, felony of death. Thus was suppressed the necessity of 
all those shocking but necessary details that were otherwise 
lequired. Of the enormity of the crime, I trust I need say 
but little. I trust in God there could not be found in this 
great city twelve men to whom it could be necessary to expa- 
tiate on the hideous enoimity of such an offense. It goes to 
sap the foundation of all civil society ; it goes to check the 
working of that natural afiection which Heaven has planted 
in the breast of the parent for the child ; in fact, gentlemen 
of the jury, if crimes like this shall be encouraged and multi- 
plied by impunity, why should you defraud your own gratifi- 
cations of the fruits of your industry 1 Why lay up the ac 
quiaitions of self-denying toil as an advancement for your 
child ? Why check your own appetites to give her all 1 
Why labor to adorn her person or her mind with useless, with 
fatal accomplishments ? You are only decking her with 
temptations for lust and rapine ; you are refining her heart 
only to make her feel more profoundly the agony of violation 
and of dishonor. ' Why, then, labor to multiply the induce- 
ments of the ravisher ? Why labor to augment and to per- 
petuate the sufierings of the victim ? Instead of telling you 
my opinion of the enormity of this crime, I will tell you that 
of the Legislature upon it — the Legislature has deemed it a 
crime deserving the punishment of death. I will now Btat« 
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to you the facts as I am instiucted they 'will appear to you in 
evidence. 

" The prisoner at the bar (and, considering his eduoatioDi 
bis age, his rank, and situation in society, I do regret iroin 
my soul that he is there) married many years ago ; his wife 
died, leaving him the sHrviving parent of, I believe, many chil- 
dren. Miss Mary Pike is the only child of a person whom, I sup- 
pose, you all know — Mr. Samuel Pike, of this city. He had de- 
voted a long life to a very perseTering and successful industry, 
-and died advanced in years, leaving this only child entitled to 
all the fruits of bis laboriouB and persevering application. The 
property she is entitled to, I understand, is very great indeed. 
At the time of the transaction to which yonr attention must 
be called, she was living in the house and under the protection 
of a universally-respected member of society, Mr. Cooper Pen- 
rose. Fram the mconent her mind was susceptible of it, no 
expense was spared to give her every accomplishment that sha 
was capable of receiving ; and in the house of her own father, 
"while he lived, and in the house of Mr. Penrose, when sha 
came under his proteeticn, her mind was formed to the most 
-correct principles of modesty, and delicacy, and decorum, with 
that additional characteristic humility and reserve that be- 
longs to that most respectable sect of which her father was a 
membw. The prisoner at the bar, it seems, had heard of her, 
and had heard of her property ; for it is a material circum- 
stance in this ease that he never, by any accident, had seen 
her, even for a moment, until he went to see and identify har 
person, and mark her out the victim of his projected crime. 
He was not induced by the common motives that influence 
young men — 1^ any individual attachment to the mind or the 
per^n of the lady ; it will appear that his first approach to 
her was meanly and perfidiously contrived, with the single 
purpose of identifying her person, in order that he might fe- 
loniously steal it, as the title-deed of her estate. Some time 
before the 22d of July, in the year 1797, he rode down to the 
recadence of Mr. FeniMe. Mr. Penrose has a conntry^hoiue, 
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built in a rery beautiful sitaation, and which attracts tlie en- 
rionty of atrangets, who frequently go to eee it. The pnaoner 
at the bai went into the gtounds as one of tbeee, and seemed 
tAobaeTTe every thing with great attention. Mr. Pentose im- 
ntediately came ont to him, and conducted him to wbaterec 
oligectB he BUppowd might gratify his curioeity : he afiected to 
be much entertained ; he Ung»ed about the grounds till the 
iuau of Mr. FenroBe's dinner approached ; Mr. Penroae, quite 
a Bteanger to the pri««ier at the bar, wag not, I Buppoge, very 
aaxioui to invite a perfect stranger in among his family — 
more dedrous, probably, of enjoying the little exclusive confi- 
deatial intercourse of that family ; however, with that good 
Bature which any man of his family and honest turn of mind 
will feel it his duty to exen^se, he did invite Sir Henry Hayes 
io dinner. The invitation waa accepted of ; and thus the first 
step toward the crime he meditated was an abuse of the sa- 
uted duty which the hospitality of hii host imposed upon him 
at a man and as a gentleman. He jdaeed hima^ at the 
fiieudly and unsuBpecting board, in. order to the accompliah- 
ment of his design by the most unfeeling and unextenuated 
vidation of the rights of the host, whom he made his dupe — 
of tlie lady, whom he marked as his victim — and of the law, 
'V^oh he determined to trample upon and disgrace by the 
eommission i^ a Galouy of death. Thore, when the eye of the 
prisoner oouM escape from the smiles that were lavished upo^ 
him — those honest smiles of respect and cordiality that come 
only fiom the heart — it was to search the room, to find out 
who probably was the person that he had come ta identify. 
He made his observation, and took his departure ; but it wu 
not a departure for the last time. Mrs. Fike, the widow, 
mother of the prosecutrix, was then in Cork, in a dangeroua 
state c^ health. In order to get Miss Pike out of the hands 
of bar protector, a stratagem was adopted. Dr. Gibhings was 
the attending physician upon her mother ; it does not appear 
that the prisoner knew Dr. Giblungs'i hand ; it was neoessary 
tlut a letter should b« seat as if irom Dr. Gibbings ; but, ta 

C,q,t,=cdbvC00g[C 



amSAN AKD BIS OONTEWPOXARTBa. 301 

do so with' effect, it was neceeaary that B letter should be 
frritten to Mr. Penrose in a handwriting bearing euch a aiinil- 
itude to the doctor's as might be likely to pans ibr genuine. 
To qualify hinuialf lor this, the prisotux at the bar made some 
piet^t fbi sending a written mesiage to Dr. Gibbings, whioh 
proouied in return a written answer from the di>ctor. Thus 
was he furnished with the form, of the handwriting of Dr. 
Gibbings, which he intended to counterfeit ; and accordii^ly 
there was written, on the 22d day of July, 1797, a l^ter, bo 
like the character of Dr. Gibbings that he himself, on a slight 
glance, would be apt to take it for his own. It was in these 
words : ' Dear Sir — Oui friend, Mrs. Pike, is taken suddenly 
ill ; she wiBhefl to see Misa Pike ; w« would reoonumend dis- 
patch, as we think that she has not many houn to live. 
Youie, Egbert Gibt»ngB.' Addressed ' To Mr. Cix^nr Pea- 
rose.' The first step to the erime was a flagrant -l»each <^ 
hospitahty ; and the second, toward the oompletion, was the 
inhuman fraud of practicing npoa the piety of the child, to de- 
coy her into the trap of the ravisber ; to seduce her to destruc- 
tion by the angelic impulses of that feeling that attaohes her 
to the parent — that sends her, after the hour of midnight, from 
the house of her protector, to pay the last dnty, uid to receive 
the parting benediction. Such was the intention with which 
the prosecutrix, on a rainy night, between one and two o'clock 
in the morning, rose irom her bed ; such was her intention — it 
was not her destination ; it was not to visit the siok bed of & 
parent ; it was not to carry a daughter's duty of consotatioa 
to her dying mother ; it was not for that she came abroad ; . 
it was, that she might fall into the hands of preconcerted vil- 
lainy ; that she should fall into that trap that was laid for 
hftr, with the intention to despoil bet of every thing that makea 
human existence worth the having by any female who has 
any feeling of delicacy or honor. I ^onld state t« yon that 
she left the house of Mr. Penrose in hia carriage, attended by 
two female relations, one of them his daughter ; and when 
th^ had advanced about half way to Cork, the carriage was 
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suddenly met hj lour oi fire men. They ordered the coach- 
man to atop. One of them -was dressed in a great-coat, and 
armed with pistols, and had the lower part of his face conceal- 
ed by tying a handkerchief round it. The ladies, as you may 
Bappose, were exceedingly terrified at such a circumHtance as 
this ; they asked, a^ well as extreme terror would permit, 
what they sought for ; they were answered, ' They must be 
searched ;' on looking about, they observed another chaise 
stationed near the place where they were detained. It will 
appear to you that Mies Pike was forcibly taken out of the 
carriage from her friends ; that she was placed in the other 
chaise which I have mentioned, in which she found — shame 
to tell it — she found a woman. The traces of Mr. Penrose's 
chaise were then cut, and the ladies that came in it left, of 
course, to find their way as well as they could, and return in 
the dark.. The carriage into which the prosecutrix was put 
drove ofi" toward Cork ; the female that was with her will 
appear to you to have been the sister of the prisoner. Happy, 
happy for her ! that death has taken her away from being the 
companion of his trial and of his punishment, as she was the 
accomplice of his guilt : but she ia dead. The carriage drove 
on to the seat belonging to the prisoner at the bar, called 
Vernon Mount, in the liberties of the city. At the bottom 
of his avenue, which it seems is a steep ascent, and of con- 
siderable length, the horses refused to go on ; upon which the 
prisoner rode up to the chaise, dismounted from his hotae, 
which he gave to one of his attendants, opened the door, took 
the piosecutrix out, and catiied her, struggling in his arms, 
the whole length of the avenue to his house. When he i 
rived there he carried her up stairs, where she saw a man i 
tired in somewhat like the dress of a priest ; and she w 
then told that she was brought there to marry the prisoner 
the bar. In what frame of mind the miserable wretch musi 
have been, any man that has feelings must picture to him- 
self. She had quitted the innocent and respectable protec- 
tion of her liiends and family, and found herself, good God 
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~— where ? — in the power of an inexorable lavisher, and but- 
rouudetl hy his accomplices : she looked in every mean and 
guilty couatenance ; she saw the baae, unfeeling accomplicee, 
induced by bribe and armed for present force, bound and 
pledged by the oomraiinity of guilt and danger, by the feloa'a 
necessity, to the future perjury of self-defense. Thus situated, 
tvhat was she to look to for asBiBtaDoe ? What was she to 
do ? Was she to implore the nnfeehng heart of the prisoner ? 
As well might she have invoked her buried father to burst 
the cerements of the grave, and rise to the protection of his 
forlorn and miserable child. There, whatever sort of cere- 
mony they thought right to perform, look place ; something 
was muttered in a language which she partly did not hear 
and partly could not understand : she was then his wife — she 
was then Lady Hayes. A tetter was then to be written to 
apprise ber miserable relations of theii new affinity ; a pen 
was put into her hand, and she consented to write, in hopes 
that it might lead to her deliverance ; but when the sad scroll 
was finished, and the subscription only remained, neither en- 
treaties nor menaces could prevail upon her, desolate and fts- 
lorn as she was, to write the odious name of the ravisher. 
She subscribed heiaelf by the surname of her departed father, 
aa if she thought there was some mysterious virtue in the name 
of her family to which she would cling, in that hour of terror, 
as a refuge from lawless force and unmerited sufiering. A 
ceremony of marriage had taken place ; a ring was forced 
upon hei finger ; she tore it off, and indignantly dashed it from 
her ; she was then forced into an adjoining chamber, and the 
prisoner brutally endeavored to push he; toward the bed. 

" My lord, and geittlemen of the jury, you will soon see this 
young lady. You will Bee that whatever grace or proportion 
her person possesses, it does not seem formed for much power 
of resistance or of self-defense. But there is a last effort of sink- 
ing modesty that can rally more than the powers of nature to 
the heart, and send them to every fiber of the frame, where 
th^ can achieve more than mere vulgar strength can do Hp«Ht 
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uiy onliiiary oooaum. That efibrt she did make, and m&d« 
it with efTeot ; and, in that instance, innocence was clowned 
with luooeBB, fiaffied and frustrated in his purposes of force, 
he sought to soften — to conciliate. He expostulated, he m^ 
plicated. 'And do you not know me?' said he. 'Don'tyoa 
know who I am )' ' Yes,' answered she, ' I do know you ; I 
do now lememher yon did go to my consin's, as you say yon 
did. I remember your mean intruaion — you are Sir Henry 
Hayes.' How naturally do the parties support their charac- 
ters ! The criminal puts hia questions under the consciouBnees 
of piilt, as if under the ibreoast of his present situation. The 
innocent victim of that guilt regards him already as his pnM- 
ecutrix ; she recognizes him, but it is only to identify him as 
a malefactor, and to disclaim him as a husband. Gentlemen, 
she remained in this captivity until her friends got inteUigenbe 
of her situation. Justice was applied to. A party went to 
the house of the prisoner for the purpose of enlarging her. The 
prisoner at the bax had fled ; his sister — ^his accomplice, had fied. 
They left behind them Miss Pike, who was taken bacJc by hec 
relations. Informations were lodged immediately. The pris- 
oner absconded. It would he base and scandalous to suffer 
a crime of that kind to pass with impunity, without doing ev- 
ery thing that oould be done to bring the offender to justice. 
Goremment was ajqnised of it. Gkivemment felt as it ought. 
There was offered, by proclamation, a reward to a consider- 
ate amount for takiug the prison^'. The family of Miis 
Pike did aa they ought — they offered a oonsiderable sum as 
the reward fm- his apprehension. For some time he kept in 
concealment. The rewards were offered in vain ; the process 
of the law went on ; an indictment, to the honor of this city, 
to the honor of the natiiHial character, was found ; they pro- 
ceeded to the outlawry of the prisoner. What I have stated 
hitherto reflects honor upon all persons concerned, except the 
unhappy man at the bar and his accomplices ; but what I am 
about to relate is a circumstance that no man of feeling or hu- 
maaity can hatvn to without indignatioii. Notwithitending 
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tfaat, ontl&vry, notwittutamding the publidy-ofiered rewards, 
to the amount of near one thousand pounds, for the apprehea- 
sion of the priaoner at the bar — would to God the stoij oould 
not he told in a foreign country ! would to God it were not 
in the power of thoce bo ready to defame ua to adduce such a 
circQUMtanoe m corroboration of their charge ! — for near two 
years did the priaoner live in public, almost in the heart of 
your city, reading in every newspaper, over his tea, the mis- 
erable proclamation of impotent public juatice, of the lawa de- 
filed and tramplefl upon. The aecond city in the nation was 
made the hiding-place — no, no ! not the hiding-place where 
guilt bid its head, but the receptacle where it walked abroad 
unappalled, and threw your degraded city iuto the odioua pre- 
dicament of being a sort of public accessary and accomplice in 
his crime, by giving it that hideoua appearance of protection 
and impunity. Here he atiayed, basking in the favor of a. 
numerous kindred and acquaintance, in a widely-«xtended 
city. Sad reverse ! It waa not for guilt to fly — it was for 
guilt to atand, and bay at public juatice. It was only £» ia- 
nocenoe to. betake itself to flight. It waa not the ravisher that 
fled — it was the helpleaa female, the object of bia crime, the 
victim of his felony. It waa hers to feel that she could despair 
ev«n of personal protection in that country which harbored and 
cherished the dehnqnent. It was she who waa hunted, a poor 
fagitive from her family and her home, and was forced to fling 
herself at the feet of a f(»eign nation, a auppliant for person- 
al protection. She fled to England, where she remained for 
two yeare. A few months ago, previona to the last term, a 
letter was written and sent to Miaa Pike, the proseouttix, by 
the prisoner. The purport of it waa to state to her that his 
conduct to her had been honorable and delicate, and usert- 
ing that any lady, possessed of the amaUeat particle of human- 
ity, could not be ao sanguinary aa to wish for the blood of an 
individual, however guilty — intimating & threat that her con- 
duct upon thia oocaaim would mark her fkte through life-~ 
deaiiiig hei to withdraw ha adveitisemeat^— raying he would 
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abide his trial at the assizes of Cork — boasting bis'influence in 
the city in which he lived — thanking God he standi as high 
as any man in the regards of rich and poor, of which the in- 
efficacy of her present and former rewards ninst convince her. 
He thought, I suppose, that an interval of two years — during 
which he had been an outlaw, and had resided among' his 
friends — had brought the public mind to such a state of hon- 
orable sympathy in his favor as would leave any form of trial 
perfectly safe. After this he thought proper to appear, and 
the outlawry was reversed without opposition by coimsel for the 
prosecution, because their object was not to take any judgment 
of outlawry upon which he might be executed, but to admit 
him to plead to the charge, and take his trial by a jury of his 
country. He pleaded to that indictment in the court above, 
and, accordingly, he now stands at the bat of this court for 
the purpose of trial. The publicity of his living in this city, 
of bis going to festivals and entertainmenta during the oouTsa 
of two years, did impress the minds of the friends of this un- 
happy lady with such a despair of obtaining public justice, 
that they did struggle hard, not, as it is said, to try the ofiense 
by a foreign jury, but to try the ofiense at a distant place in 
the capital, where the authority of the court might keep pub- 
lic justice in some sort of countenance. That application was 
refused ; and justly did you, my lord, and the learned judges, 
your brethren, ground yourselves upon the reason which you 
gave, ' We will not,' said you, 'give a judicial sanction to a 
reproach of such a scandalous atrocity upon any county in the 
land, much leas upon the second city in it.' ' I do remem- 
ber,' said one of you, ' a case which happened not twenty 
years since. A similar crime was committed on two young 
women of the name of Kennedy : it was actually necessary to 
guard them through two counties with a military force as 
thoy went to prosecute ; that mean and odious bias, that the 
dregs of every community will feel by natural sympathy with 
every thing base, was in favor of the prisonets. Every means 
was used to try and baffle jastice, by practicing upon the 
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modesty and constancy of the proeecutrixes and their friends ; 
but the infatuated populace, that had asseinbled together to 
celebrate the triumph of an acquittal, were the unwilling spec- 
tators of the vindication of the law. The court recollected 
that particular respect is due to the female who nobly comes 
forward to vindicate the law, and gives protectioa to her sex. 
The jury remembered what they owed to their oaths, to their 
families, to their country. They felt as became the fathers 
of families, and foresaw what the hideous consequence would ' 
be of impunity in a case of manifest guilt. They pronounced 
that verdict which saved their characters, and the offenders 
were executed.' I am glad that the Court of King's Bench 
did not yield to the despair which had taken place in the 
minds of those who were anxious to bring the prosecution for- 
ward. I am glad the prisoner was sent to this bar, in order 
that you may decide upon it. I have stated to yon, geatle- 
men of the jury, the facts that I conceive material, i have 
stated that it was necessary, and my duty as counsel for the 
crown, to give you an exact idea of the nature of the offense, 
of the evidence, and of the law, that you may be enabled to 
combine the whole case together, and to pronounce such a. 
verdict as shall fairly decide the question which you are sworn 
to try between the prisoner and the public. Any thing I say, 
either as to the fact or as to the law, ought not to attract any 
thing more than bare attention for a single moment. It should 
make no impression upon your belief unless confirmed by cred- 
ible evidence. I am merely staling facts from instruction, but 
I am not a witness. I am also obliged, as I told you, to make 
observations as to the law, but that is wholly submitted to the 
court, to which it is your duty, as well as mine, to bow with 
all becoming deference and respect." 

Having here stated the law as applicable to the facts, Mr. 
Curran thus proceeded : . " I know what kind of defense may 
be set up. There are some defenses which, if they can be 
eitabUshed clearly, must acquit the prisoner. If he did not 
do this, if she was not token away, or if Sir Henry took no 
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daxe in the tiansuition, there can be no donbt in tlie case. 
It will be for yoiu couscienoes to Bay whether this be a mere 
tale of the imagination, unsupported by truth, and uncorrob- 
orated hj eridenoe. It ie materia], however, to state to you, 
that, as coon as guilt is once established in the eye of the law, 
nothing that the party can do can have any sort of retrospect, 
so aB to purge that criminality, if once completed. It is out 
of the power of the expiring rictim of a death-blow to givu 
any release or acquittal to his murderer ; it is out of the pow- 
er of any human creature, upon whom an illegal offense has 
been committed, by any act of fra^renees, to pu^ that orig- 
inal guilt ; and, therefore, the semblance of a marriage is en- 
tirely out of the case. In the case of the Misses Kennedy, 
the young ladies had been obliged to submit to a marriage 
and cohabitation for a length of time ; yet the ofienders wen 
most justly convicted, and sufiered death. It is theiefors 
iteoeiwary for you to keep your minds and understandings so 
£xed upon the material points of the charge as that, in the 
course <^ the ezaminati<Hi, no sidelong view of the subject 
may mislead or divert your attention. The point before yon 
is whether the crime was once committed ; and if so, noth- 
ing aftar happening oan make any sort of difierence upon the 
Bubjeot. It has been," continued he, " my most anxious wii& 
to abstain, as far as was consistent with my duty, &om every 
the remotest expressioa of oontum^y or disrei^iect to the un- 
ha|^y prisoner at the bar, or to say or to do any thing that 
might unhinge his mind or distraet his recollection, so as to 
disable him from giving his whole nndisturbed reflection to 
the eonstdetation of his defease ; but it is also a sacred duty, 
which every man placed in my situation owes to public just- 
ice, to take care, under the nictation of iatee humanity, not 
to suflboate that charge which it is his duty to unfold, nor to 
frustrate the force of that evidence which it is hia duty to de- 
velop- Painful mast it be to the counsel, to the jury, and to 
ths court, who are bound by their respective duties to prose- 
.oute, to coavict, and to pronounce, and to draw down thv 
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B^ke of public justice even upon the guilty head ; but des- 
picable would they all be if, instead of Buixeadering the crim- 
inal to the law, they could abaadoQ the law to the criminal ; 
if, instead of having mercy npon outraged juatico and iiqured 
innocence, they should squander theii disgraceful ^mpathy 
upon guilt alone. Justice may weep, but she must strike 
where she ought not to spare. We too ought to lament; 
but, when we moum over crimes, let uh take care that there 
be no Crimea of our own upon which our tears should be shed. 
Gentlemen, you can not be surprised that I hold this Ian- 
guage to you. Had this case no reference to any country but 
out own, the extraordinary circumstances attending it, which 
aie known to the whole nation, would well warrant much 
more than I have said. But you can not forget that the eyea 
of another country also are iqion you ; another country, which 
is now the source of your legislation. You are not ignorant 
of what sort of character is given of us there — by what sort 
of men, and from what kind of motive. Alas ! we have no 
power of contradicting the cruel calumnies that are then 
heaped upon us, in defiance of notorious truth, and of comnim 
mercy and humanity ; but, when we are there charged with 
being a barbarous race of savages, with whom no measureg 
can be held, upon whose devoted heada legislation can only 
poui down laws of fire, we can easily, by our own miscoa- 
duot, furnish proof that a much less willing belief may cor- 
loboiate their evidence, and turn their falsehood into truth. 
Once more, and for the last time, let me say to you, you have 
heard the chai^. Believe nothing upon my statement. Hear 
uid weigh the evidence. If yon doubt its truth, acquit with- 
out he^tation. By the laws of every coimtry, because by 
those of eternal justice, doubt and acquittal are synonymous 
tetma. If, on the other hand, the guilt of the prisoner shall 
unhappily be clearly proved, remember what you owe to your 
iame, your conscience, and your country. I shall trouble you 
no farther, but shall call evidence in support of the indiot- 
ment ; and I have not & donbt that there will be such a ver- 
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diet given, whether of conviction or acquittal, as may here- 
after be spoken of without kindliDg any ehame in youTselrea 
or your country." 

From this period he continued in considerable practice in 
his profession, alternately devoted to its duties and to the en- 
joyments of society — enjoyments, indeed, which the hnsiness 
must have been very urgent that could tempt him to relink 
quish them. An attention to the pleasures, to the exclusion 
of the labors of life, has been made a constant article of ac- 
cusation against him, certainly not without some foundation ; 
but it is one to which he always gave a most indignant de- 
nial. However, his notions of industry were very ludicrous. 
An hour to him was a day to another man ; and in his natural 
capabilities his idleness found a powerful auxiliary. His nat- 
ural genius never deserted him — the want of legal learning 
was compensated by eloquence, ingenuity, and wit ; and if it 
must be conceded that there were many men as lawyers his 
fiuperiots, it may be maintained, with much more justice, that 
there was no one as advocate his equal. A distinction has, 
indeed, in almost all ages and all countries, been attempted to 
be drawn between the m.an of eloquence and the man of learn- 
ing in this profession, as if it were quite impoBsibfe for the 
same person to be at once brilhant and profound. The reason 
of this is very obvious. Genius is a gift but sparingly be- 
stowed — industry is in the power of every blockhead ; . and 
therefore it is that the multitude are interested in detracting 
from the excellence to which they aspire in vain. Pope's 
learned sei^ants in Westminster Hali, who undervalued the 
learning because they could not rival the genius of Lord 
Mansfield, were, in their own parlance, human precedents for 
many of Curran's calumniators — 

" Each had a gravity would make you split. 
And shook hia head at Murray in a vtit." 
It is, indeed, a very easy, but, at the same time, a very signifi- 
cant method of condemnation. Every barrister can "shake 
his head ;" and too often, like Sheridan's Lord Burleigh, it is 
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the only proof lie voucliEafes of his wisdom. Curran used to 
oalt these fellows " legal pearl-divers." " You may obaervo 
them," he would say, " their heads barely under water — their 
eyes shut, and an index floating behind them, displaying the 
precise degree of their purity and their depth," In his early 
day it is indisputable that black-letter learning was not so 
much cultivated by the profession as it is at present. The 
Parliament was local. A seat in it was the aim of every 
young barrister's ambition ; and to excel in that assembly, elo- 
quence was much more necessary than learning. The conse- 
quence was, that moat men calculated to shine in the courts 
rather aimed at being advocates than lawyers ; and, indeed, 
the very highest forensic elevation too often depended npon 
political importance. That day has, however, now passed 
away ; and let us hope that in the learning, the integrity, and 
the eloquence of her bench and her bar, Ireland, may find some 
compensation for the loss of her Parliament and the ruin of 
her independence. However, it is a great mistake to suppose 
that Mr. Curran was universaUy indolent. It is quite impoe- 
sible that any man who had not, at some time or other, de- 
voted himself seriously to study, could have attained hia acqui- 
sitions and his accompHshmenta. He was a moat admirable 
clafiaicat scholar; with the whole range. of. English literature 
he was perfectly acquainted ; he not only spoke French hko a 
native, but was familiar with every eminent author in that 
language ; and he had acquired a knowledge of music,, that 
entitled him more to the character of a master than a proii- 
cient. His execution both on the violin and the violoncello 
was admirable, and the exquisite euphony of his sentences 
may perhaps be traced to hia indefatigable attention to this 
Study. Verbal discordance naturally enough offended the ear 
which had habituated itself to tones of harmony. He had 
also what I would rather call a propensity than a taste for 
poetry. Whether it resulted from an aflectation of singular- 
ity, or from the sincerity of judgment, his opinions upon this 
subject always struck me as very wild and whimsical. There 
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ate many, perhaps, who may remember his table dUsertalion* 
upon Miltou i and I choose to call them diesertatione, although 
delivered in coBvereation, becauBe they were Lteraily commit- 
ted to memory. It waa very easy, in vulgar phraae, to draw 
on him for the criticism ; and, to do him justice, he never re- 
fused acceptance. That criticism was certainly a 6iushed 
Epecimen at cmce of his want of taste and of his wonderful 
talents. He hated Milton like one of the inhabitants of big 
own pandemoniam. His choice of a subject, which had bo 
long perplexed the poet, ha thought peculiarly injndioious. 
" If the theme was true," he would say, " it ought not to be 
the topic of profane poetry ; and if it was not true, it would 
be very easy to have invented one more interesting." He would 
then run through the management of the poem in a strain of 
alternate ridicule and sublimity that was quite amazing. It 
was as impossible to hear his disbelief that the Almighty could 
wage war upon his angels without an awful admiration, as 
it was his description of primitive simplicity without laughter. 
Adam and Eve he certainly treated with very little filial rer* 
erence. However, here I must be understood to represent him 
rather as criticising the poet than giving his own opinions 
upon those awful subjects. Whatever those opinions were, it 
was not for me to scrutinize ; but it is only an act of strict 
justice to his memory to say, that I never heard from his lips 
an irreverent word against reUgion. He was iar too wise for 
any such impious merriment. He was for too witty to have 
recourse for ridicule to such solemnities ; and I am convinced, 
evea if he had entertained any doubts upon the subject, hs 
would have been horror-struck at the thought of unfixing faith 
by their communication. Indeed, bo little idea had be of any 
real happiness in this world without some retigiqus reference 
to the next, that he had a twofold recommendation which hs 
advised every young man to adopt — firat, to marry a manage- 
able wife; and, next,if he had no religion, by all means to adopt 
one. Upon this subject, as well as upon many others, the 
vilest calumnies were let loose against him ; but those who 
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invented and those who circulated Buch aapersrona knew him 
very little. It was the pitiful invention of defeated rivalry, 
echoed by the gossiping of habitual scandal ; and the miserable 
intellect which could not emulate, resorted to the mean revenge 
of defamation. But it would ill become the man he honored 
with his friendship not to shield him from the heaviness of 
such an imputation. His speeches are full of the most sublime 
illustrations from the sacred writings, all expressed with a 
manifest sincerity, and evincing a far from common familiarity 
with the holy volume. Let, then, no polluted hand presume 
to add the name of Curran to the accursed list of infidelity. 
He is passed away to the tribunal alone competent either to 
interrogate or to adjudge him ; and I have no doubt that I 
could have fully and perfectly attested his religious faith, if, 
during his life, I had had the temerity to inquire it. But it 
has always struck me that those are matters between man and 
hia Creator, into which an inquisition is as impudent as it 
would be vain, and the assumption of which has been ths 
origin of unutterabie mischief If Christians did not interfere 
with one another upon mysteries, perhaps the plain and indis- 
putable essentials of Christianity might be more purely prac- 
ticed. But where each man, in place of attending to his owa 
salvation, emploj^s his time in erecting some standard by which 
his neighbor's belief is to be adjudged, recrimination too often 
occupies the place of mutual forgiveness, and persecution fol- 
lows the footsteps of religion, effacing them with blood. On 
this subject Mr. Currau had no idea of permitting human in- 
terference with regard to himself, and he would never have 
thought of exercising it with respect to others. Provided the 
doctrines of the Gospel were practiced, he thought it a matter 
of very little consequence in what garb they were preached. 
Religion was divine — its forms were human. There Is no 
doubt there were times when he was subject to the moat ex- 
treme despondency ; but the origin of this was visible enough, 
without having recourse to any mysterious inquiries. It was 
the case with him as it is with every person whose spirits are 
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Rpt to he occagioiially excited — the depresaion ii at iuleivals 
in exact pToportion. Like a bow overstrained, the mind re- 
laxes in consequence of the exertion. He was natuially ex- 
tremely gen&itive — domestic misfortunes rendered his home un- 
happy — he flew for a kind of refuge into public life ; and tba 
political ruin of his country, leaving him without an object of 
private enjoyment or of patriotic hope, flung him upon his owa 
heartdevouring reflectiona. Ha was at those times a striking 
instance of his own remark upon the d lead vantages attendant 
upon too refined a sensibility. "Depend upon it, my dear 
friend," said he, " it is a serious misfortune in life to have a. 
mind more sensitive or more cultivated than common : it nat- 
Mially etevates its possessor into a region which he must be 
doomed to find nearly uninhabited!" It was a deplorable 
thing to see him, in the decline of life, when visited by thia 
constitutional melancholy. I have not unfrequently accom- 
panied him in his walks upon such occasions, almost at the 
hour of midnight. He had, gardens attached to the Priory, 
pf which he was particulsrly fond ; and into these gardens, 
when so aflected, no matter at what hour, ha used to ramble. 
Jt was then almost impossible to divert his mind from themes 
of sadness. The gloom of his own thoughts discolored every 
thing, and from calamity to calamity he would wander on, 
seeing ia the future nothing for hope, and iu the past nothing 
but disappointment. You could not recognize in him the same 
creature who, hut aa hour preceding, had " set the table in a 
war" — his gibes, his merriment, his flashes of wit, were all ex- 
tinguished. He had a favorite little daughter, who was a sort 
of musical prodigy. She had died at the age of twelve, and 
he had her buried in the midst of a smalt grove just adjoining 
this garden. A little rustic memorial was raised over her, 
and often and often have I seen him, the tears ".chasing each 
other" down his cheeks, point to his daughter's monument, 
and " wish to be with hsr, and at rest." Such, at times, was 
the man before whose very look not merely gravity, but sad- 
neiB has oflen, Taoished— -who has given biith to more enjoy- 
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tnent, and uttered more wit, than, petbapa any of his cimtem- 
porariea in any country — who had in hira materials for eocial 
happiness Bucb aa we can not hope ag'ajn to see comlsned in 
any one ; and whose death has east, I iear, a permanent eclipse 
upon the festivities of his circle. Yet even these melancholf 
hours were not without their moral. They proved the noth- 
ingness of this world's gifts — the worse than inutility of thia 
world's attainments ; they forced the mind into involuntary 
reflection ; they showed a fellow-creature enriched with the 
finest natural endowments, having acquired the most extensive 
reputation, without a pecuniary want or a professional rival, 
yet weighed down with a constitutional depression that left 
the poorest wealthy and the humblest happy in the compari- 
son. Nor were they without a kind of mournful interest : he 
spoke as under such circumstances no human being but him- 
self could have spoken — his mind was so very strangely con- 
stituted ; such an odd medley of the romantic and the humor- 
ous ; now soaring into regions of light and subhmity for illus- 
trations, and now burrowing under ground for such ludicrouB 
and whimsical examples ; drawing the most strange inferencei 
from causes so remote, and accompanied at times with ges- 
tures so comic, that the smile and the tear often irresistibly 
met during the recital. Perhaps, after one of those scenes of 
misery, when he had walked himself tired and wept himself 
tearless, he would again return into the bouse, where the pic- 
tiwe of some friend, or the contingency of some accident, re- 
calling an early or festive association, would hurry him into 
the very extreme of cheerfulness ! His spirits rose — his wit 
returned — the jest, and the tale, and the anecdote pushed each 
other aside in an almost endless variety, and day dawned upon 
him, the happiest, the pleasantest, and the most fascinating of 
companions. The friends whom he admitted to intimacy may 
perhaps recognize him, even in this hurried sketch, as he ha* 
often appeared to them in the hospitahties of the Priory ; bnt, 
alas! the look all-eloquent — the eye of fire — the tongue of 
harmony — the exquisite address that gave a charm to every 
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thing, and spell-bound those who heard him, aie gone for 

lo order rather that as much as possible of him should be 
preserved than, that they should be considered as osteatatious-' 
iy put forward, I have collected the following fragments of his 
poetry. They were writtea, it is true, more for amusement 
than fame ; but every thing left by such a man, no matter 
what may be its merit, deserves care aa a curiosity. During 
his lighter hours he was fond of employing hiciBelf in this la- 
borious trifling, not wishing, as he said, like Judge Blackslone, 
to take leave of the Muses until he could be said to have form- 
ed some acquaintance with them. Such little efforts gave 
him the appearance of business and the relaxation of idleness ; 
and when he could not bring hia mind lo any seriouB study, 
he waa willing to do any thing rather than it should be sup- 
posed he was doing nothing. There is no doubt, however, 
that if, from his early years, he had made poetry his profession 
— for such, from modern copyrights, it may almost be called — 
he woald have risen to very considerable eminence. Z think 
no person who peruses his speeches with attention will feel 
disposed to deny that he had the genuine elements of poetry 
in his mind — the fire, the energy, the wildness of bnagination 
— the OS magna sonitunim, and all the requisitea which crit- 
icism requires in the character. 

These specimens are selected from a great many ; and no 
matter what may be their intrinsic merit, the composition of 
then had, no doubt, its use in matters of more importance. 
There are few studies which give the orator a greater copious- 
ness, and, at the same time, a greater felicity of phrase, than 
poetry. To suit the rhyme or harmonize the meter Tcquirei 
not merely genius, but industry, and the variety of words 
which must necessarily be rejected gives at once a familiarity 
with the language and a fastidiousness in the use of it. Thus 
it is a truth that many who have raised the greatest name in 
eloquence commenced their career by the study of the Muses. 
Cicero himself did not disdain to he their votary, and, in more 
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modem times, we find the names of Chatham, Fox, Loid 
Manstield, and a numher of other equally EucceEsful oraton, 
courting their inBpiratioD. In tiua point of view it is, rather 
than as solicitiDg for him the name of a poet, that I have com- 
mitted the following frauds upon the album of some fair one, 
now, perhaps, like Waller's Sacharissa, grown too old for 

THE PLATE-WARMER. 

In days of yore, wbea mighty Jove 

With bonodleM away ruled oil nbove, 

He BOmatiniss chanced abroad t» roam 

For comforts ofteu missed at hone : 

For Juao, though a loving wife. 

Yet loved the din of bouiehold atrife ; 

Like her own peacocks, prood and ehrill, 

She forced him oft agaioat big will. 

Henpecked aud overmatched, to fly, 

Leaving her empresa of the sky. 

And hoping oa our earth lo find 

Borne tair leu vocal and more kind. 

But Boon the aire of men and goda 

Grew weary of our low abodea ; 

Tired wilh his calendar of uinta. 

Their aqaalling lovea, their dire complaint* — 

For queens ihemaelves, when qnaena are frail. 

And forced for juatest cause to rail. 

To Gnd themselves at last betrayed. 

Will scold just like a lady's-maid ; 

And ihos poor Jove again is driven, 

O sad resource I again to heaven. 

Downcast, and sarfeited with freaks. 

The cropsick Thond'rer upward aneaki. 

More like a loser than a winner. 

And almost like an earthly sinner : 

Half quenched the luster of his eyea, 

And lank the curl that shakes the skies ; 

His doublet buttoned to his chin. 

Hides the torn tucker foUed in. 

Scarce well resolved to go or stay. 

He onward takes his ling'ring way. 
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For well be know« the bed of kisbb 

Od which greitl Jnna'e uute repoMS. 

At length to heaven's bigli portal come, 

No smile, no squeeze, to welcome home. 

With Doae nptossed, and bitter sneer. 

She scowls upon ber patient dear : 

From mora till noon, from noon till uigbl^ 

'Twaa Btill a lecture to the nigbt -, 

And yet the morning, sooth to say. 

Was far tbe mildost of the day ; 

For io ttiosa regions of the sky. 

The goddesses are rather shy 

To beard the nipping early airs. 

And, therefore, come not soon down stain: 

Bat, SRUglj wrapped, sit ap and read. 

Or take their chocolate in bed. 

Bo Jove bis breakbst took in qniet, 

Looks there might be, bat yet no riot. 

And had good store of list'aers come. 

It might have been no silent room; 

Bat she, like our Ibestric nencbes, 

Loved not to play to empty benches.' 

Her browfl close met in bosdie form, 

She heaves the sj'mploms of the storm ; 

Bat yet the storm itself, repressed. 

Labors prelusive in her breast. 

Reserved as mueio for that hour 

When every mate and female power 

Shoald crowd the festive board aromid. 

With nectar and ambrosia crowned. 

In wreathed smiles and garlands dressed. 

With Jove to share the gen'roue feast. 

'Twas then the enowy-elbowed qneen 

Drew forth Ibe stores of rage and spleen ; 

'Twaa then tbe gathered storm she sped. 

Full leveled at the Tbnnd'rer's head. 

In descant dire she chanted o'er 

The tale so olW told before— 

Bis graceloaa gambols here on earth, 

Tbe secret meeting, secret birth ; 

His country freaks in della and vaUeys, 

la town, o'er Strands and Craobourne Alleys; 

Here lifts his burglar hands tbe latch. 

There senuiibles tbntugb the peasant's thatch: 
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When saeh a prowliug fm ^ete bxMe, 
Wliat honest nmn cud Iteep his goose t 
Nor was iho Tbeban feat noiold, 
. Trioootial feat so Bimed of old ( 
WheD Night the pandar vigil kept, 
And Phcebus snored as if he'd slept. 
And then Enmpa, hateful name ! 
A god, a boll '. O tj fur ehaine ', 
When vagrant love can cost (o deaf, 
No wonder we've no oureery hare t 
No ^vonder, when imperial Jore 
Caa meanly hant each paltry love. 
Sometimes on land, aomeiimes on water, 
With this man's wife and that man's dBnghter, 

Aad lonely press a barren pillow. 

When Leda, too, thought Gl to wander. 

She foond ber paramour a ^nder i 

And did his godship monnt the neat. 

And take his tnrn to hatch and restt 

And did he parrey Iht their food, 

And mince it (or the odioas brood t 

The eagle winked and drooped his mog, 

ScBtce 10 (he dusky bolt conld cling, 

And looked as if he thought his lord 

A captain with a wooden sword : 

White Junu's bird displayed on higb 

The thousand eyes of jealousy. 

Hermes looked arch, and Venus leered. 

Minerva bridled, Mamas sneered; 

Poor Hebe trembled, simple lass, 

And spilled th« whie, and broke the gllM. 

Jove thought the weather rather rongh. 

And thought long since 't had blown enougli. 

His knife and fork unused, werei:n>uedi 

His temper ond his dinner lost; 

For, ere the vesper peal was dona, 

The viands were as cold as stone. 

This Veuua saw, and grieved to seoj 

For, though she ihousbi Jove mther fre«, ' 

Yet at his idle praoka she smiled. 

As wanderings of a beast beguiled ; 

Not wondared if astray he run. 

For well she knew her scapegr«oa son ; 
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And wbi> can hope his way to find, 
Wiiai blini], aod guided by the blind t 
Her finger to her brow ebe l^vught, 
And gently touched the source of thought. 
The unseen Ibuutitiu of the brain. 
Where Fauoj breeds ber ehaduwy train: 
The vowB that ever were to loM, 
Bol wither ere the tip they've paised ; 
The Beerat hope, the secret feur, 
That heavei the aigh, or prompts the tear; 
The ready turn, the quick disguise, 
That cheats (he lover's watchful eye>: 
Bo. from the rock the lorcerer'a wand 
The gushing waters can command > 
80 quickly stalled from the mind 
The lucky tboogbt she wished to God. 
Her uantte rmiod her (hen she threw. 
Of twilight made, of modest hue : 
The warp by mother Night was span. 
And shot athwart with beams of sun, 
But beams first drawa through murky air. 
To spoDge the gloss and dint the glare ; 
Tbos gifted with h double charm, 
Like love, '(was secret and 'twaa warm : 
It was the very same she wore 
On Simois' banksr when,. lODg befora> 
The sage Aacluses fanned tbe plan 
or that so grave and godlike man. 
Whose fiune o'ertofped the topmost star 
For arts of peace and deeds of war; 
80 famed for fightiog and tor praying, 
Fw eourtitig warm aud cool betraying ; 
Who showed poor Dido all on Cre, 
That Cyproa was not far from Tyre ; 
The founder of Hesperian hngieSp 
Eire of her demigods and popes. 

And now her car the Paphian queen 
Ascends, ber car of sea-bright green. 
Her Graces slim, with golden locks, 
Sal mailing on the dicky^boi. 
While Cupid wantons with a yarrow 
That perched upon the urchin's arrow. 
She gave tbe word, and through the ^j 
Har dore* tb' acconliDg pinions ply i 
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As bdonding thought, as glancing light. 
So swift they wiog llieir giddy flight; 
Tbey pau the Wain, they paw the Eon, 
The Cbmet'a burning train they ghnn ; 
Lightly they skim the oceau vaet, 
And touch the Lemoian isle at last. 
Here Venus checks their winged speed. 
And sets them free to rest or feed ; 
She bids her Graces sport the while, 
Or pick sweet posies roapd the isle. 
But cautions them against mishaps. 
For Lemnos is the isle of traps ; 
Beware the lore of vulgar toys. 
And fly from bulla and shepherd boys. 

A cloud of smoke that climbs the sky, 
Beapeaks the forge of Vulcan nigh : 
Thither her way the goddess bends. 
Her darling eon her steps attends, 
Led by the sigh that zephyr breathe*. 
That round her roseate neck be wreathes. 
The plastic god of Gre is found. 
His various tatrara scattered nmnd; 
Uufinished bars, and bolls, aitd portals. 
Cages for gods, aud chains for mortals: 
'Twas iron-work upon commission. 
For a romance's first edition. 
Boon as the beauteous queen he sfaed, 
A sling of love, asting of pride, 
A pang of shame, of futh betrayed, 
By (urns bis laboring breast invade i 
But Venus quelled them with a smile 
That might a wiser god beguile: 
'Twas mixed with shame, 'twas mixed with lore 
To mix it with a blush she strove. 
With hobbling steps he comes to greet 
The faithless guest with welcome meet : 
Pyraciuon saw the vanqniahed god. 
And gives to Steropes the nod ; 
He winks to Brontes, as to say, ■ 
. We may be just as well away, 
They've got some iron in the fire : 
So all three modestly retire. 

" And now, svreet Venua, tell," he criet, 
"What cause has brought thee from the «kie*T 
02 
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Wb; le&Te tfae seat cd' might}' Jove t 

Alas! I fear it vas not love. 

What claim to love coold Vulcan boHt, 

Coademiied in ifais seqaestered iila 
To sink beneath unseemly toilT 
'Tib not for me to tead the war, 
Or guide the day's refutgcnl oar; 
'Tis not foT me Hie dance to twine; 
Tis not for me to court the Nine; 
No vision whispen to my dresm ; 
No mase inspires mjr w^efiil theme ; 
No string, responsiyo to my art, 
Gives the tweet note that Ihtilla the heort; 
The present is with gloom o'ercosl. 
And sadness feeds upon the peat. 
Say, then ; for, ah ! it can't be love, 
What cause bBB braoght thee from aborel" 
80 spoke the god, in jealoos mood ; 
The wily goddeie thus pursued : 
" And canst thou, Vulcan, thus decline 
The meeds of praise so justly thine ? 
To whom, the fav'rite son of heaven. 
The mystic powen of fire are given : 
That fira that feeds tbe star of niglit, 
And fills llie solar beam with light; 
That bidrthe siFBBm of life to glow 
Through air, o'er earth, and deptlis below. 
Thou deignest not lo coart the Nine, 
Nor yet the mazy dance to twiue ; 
But tliese light gifts of verse and song 
To humbler natures must belong. 
Behold yon oak that seems to reign 
The monarch of the subject plain ; 
No flowers beneath bis arms are found 
To bloom and Sing their tragmnce romkd ; 
Abashed in his o'erwhelming ebade, 
Their scents must die, their leaves mnat lade. 
Thou dost notlove through wastes of war 
Headlong to drive the ensanguined car. 
That sweeps whole millions to the grave; 
Thine is the nobler art to save : 
Formed by thy hand, the tempered shield 
Bafe brings the warrior from the field | 
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Ah r conldBt tlicni bat tirf motlier see. 

Hat Bvery thought attached to Iheo .' 

Not the light love that Utm ■ dsf , 

Which its own sighs can blosr amf , 

But fixed Bod fervent ia bar breast, 

The wish to maVe the bleaaer blsMM. 

Then give thy ^lendid lot its doe. 

And *iew thyself as ofliers view. 

Great sure thou art, when from aboTe 

I come a sapplicant from Jove: 

For Jnve himself laments, like thes, 

To find no fate from antfering free : 

Dire is the strife when Jaoo rails, 

And fierce the din his ear assails ; 

In vain the ies^ve board is crowned. 

No joys at that tad iHrard are found; 

And when the storm is spent at last. 

The dinner's cold, and Jove must bsL 

Couldst thaa not, then, with skiU diriae. 

For every canning art is thine. 

Contrive some spring, some potent ebaia, 

That might an angry tongas restraiD, 

Or find, at least, some mystic charm, 

To keep the sofierer's viands warm t 

Should great sacceM thy toils befriend. 

What glory most the deed attend ; 

What joy tbrongb all the realms above. 

What high rewards from grateful Jove! 

Bow bleiied! could I bnt see thee rise 

To thy lost station in the skies; 

How sweet! should vows thou mayest bate dioagbt, 

Or lightly kept or soon forgot. 

Which wayward hxet had seemed to Mter, 

Those knots relie, and bind forever 1" 

She said, and aigfaed, or seemed to n'gfai 
And downward cast her conscious eye. 
To leave the god more free to gdze— 
Who can withstand the voice of praise t 
Bj beanty charmed, by flattery won, 
Each doubt, each jealons fear ia gone ; 
No more was bowed his aniioua head. 
His heart was cheered, he smiled, and saldl 
" And conldsl thoa vainly hope to find 
A poorer thM female tougoe canbindt 
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Sweet faieiid '. 'twera aaner far to draia 

Tbe waten frora tbe oanily main. 

Or qtieuch the Blais, or bid the >ua 

No more hb (leitiiied couraas run. 

By lawa aa old aa earth or ocean. 

That tongoe ia a perpetual nutlon. 

Which morka the loagitoda of apeecb : 

To cDtb ita force no power can reach; . 

Ita privilege is raised sbove 

The Bcopter of imperial Jove. 

Tbine other wieb, aome mystic cbarm 

To keep the aufferer'a viands warm, 

I know no interdjet of &ie 

Which aaja that art mayn't warm a plate. 

The model, too, I've got lor that, 

I take it from thy gipsy bat ; 

I saw thee thinking o'er the past, 

I aaw thiiie eye-beam upward cast, 

I BOW the coJicave Catch tbe ray. 

And turn its coarse another way ; 

B«£ected back upon thy cheek. 

It glowed upon the dimple ileelc." 

The willing task was soon begun. 
And Boon the grateful labor done i 
The ore, uhediant to his liand, 
Aasumea a shape to his command; 
The tripod base etauda firm below, 
Tbe bumiahed aides ascending grow ;. 
DiviaiODB apt the iaterior hound. 
With vaulted roof the top ia crowned. 
The artist, amoroiu and vaio. 
Delights the structure to eiplaia; 
To ahow how rays converging ineet. 
And light is gathered into beat- 
Within its verge he flings a rose, 
Behold bow fresh and fair it glows; 
O'erpowered by heat, now see it waatoy 
Like vanialied love its fragrance paat ; 
Pleased with the gift, the Faphisn queea 
Remounts her car of aea-hrigbl green ; 
The gloomy god deaponding BighB, 
To aee her car ascend tbe skies. 
And etratna ita less'ning form to trace. 
Till sight is loat in tujsty apace. 
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Then suUen yields his cloaded brain 
To coavarBs with babitual pain. 

Tbe goddess now arrived above, 
DiaplajB tbe Bhiniug giTl of love, 
Aud shows (air Hebe how to lay 
The plates of gold ia order gay. 
Tbe gods and goddeaaea adiuire 
The labor of tbe god of &re. 
And give it a faigh-souuding name. 
Such as might hand it down Co fame, 
If 'twere to os, weak mortals, given 
To know the names of things Id heaven ; 
Bnt on our sablunaty earth 
We have no words of noble birth. 
And e'en our bards, in loftiest lays. 
Must use the populace of phrase- 
However called it may have been, 
For many a circling year 'twas seen 
To glitter at each rich repast. 
As loD^as heaven was doomed Co last. 
But faithless lord — and angry wife- 
Re peatei] faults — rekindled strife — 
Abandoned all domestic cares. 
To ruin sunk their own aSairs. 
Tb' immortals quit tbe troubled sky, 
And down for rest and shelter fly. 
Some seek tbe plains, and some the woods. 
And some ihe brink of foanling floods. 
Venns, fi;om grief, religious grown, 

And Hermes Alls the shop neit door 
With drags far brought, a healthful store ; 
What fate the Graces lair befell, 
The muse has learned, but will not tell. 
To try and make affliction aweeter, 
Momas descends and lives with FsCer ; 
Though scarcely seen tb' external ray, 
With Peter all within is day— ' 
For there the lamp, by nature given. 
Was fed by sacred oil from heaven. 
Condemned a learned rod to rule, 
Minerva keeps a Sunday school. 
With happier lot, the god of day 
To Brighton wings his minstrel way. 
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There come, a m»ater (ouch ho ffings, 
With flying hand across the Btringgj 
Sweet Sow the accents, soft and clear. 
And strike upon a kindred eari 
Adcoitted aoon a welcome guest, 
The god paTtakes the royal feast. 
Pleased to oacape the vulgar throng. 
And find a judge of sense and song. 

Meantime, from Jtwe's high tenement. 
To auction every thing is sent, 
O grief! to auction here below. 
The gazing crowd admire the show. 
Celestial beds, impecia] scteena, 
Busts, pictures, lusters, bright tureens. 
With kindling zeal the bidders vie, 
The dape is spurred by puBer sly, 
And many a splendid prize knocked dons. 
Is sent lo many a port of town. 
But all that's most divinely great 

Is borne to 's, in Street 

Th' enra^tared owner loves to trace 
Each prototype of heavenly grace^ 
In ey'ry ateosil can find 
Eipression, gesture, action, mind. 
Now bums with gen'rous zeal to teach 
That lore which ho alone can reach ; 
And gets, lest pigmy words might Ba^, 
A glossary from Brobdignag; 
To teach in prose, or chant in Ayme, 
Of furniture the true sublime. 
And teach the ravished world the rule* 
For casting pans and boilding schools- 
Poor Vulcan's gilt, among (he rest. 
Is sold, and decks a mortal's feast. 
Bought by a goodly alderman, 
Who loved his plate, and loved his can; 
And when the feast his worship slew. 
His lady sold it to a Jew. 
From him, by various chances cast, 
Long lame from hand to hand it pasa'd : 
To teli them all would hut prolong 
The ling'ring of a tiresome song; 
Yet still it look'd ss good as new, 
The wearing proved the fabric true ; 
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Now mine, perliaps, by Fate's decree, 

Dear Lady H , I aeiid it thee ; 

And when the giTer's daja are tcdd. 
And when hia atbei shall be cold, 
M«y it retain its pristine charm. 
And keep witli thee his mein'iy warm ! 

TO BLEEP. 

Bleep, b while Ihy power Boapending, 
Weigh not jet my eyelid duwu, 

For Mem'ry, see ! with Eve altendiog, 
Claims a moment for her own ; 

1 know her by her robe of caonroing, 

I know ber by her faded light, 
Wben laitbAil with tbe gloom returning, 

She cornea to bid a sad good-night. 
O ! let me hear with bosom swelling, 

While ehe eighs o'er time that's past; 
O ! let me weep, while she is telling 

Of joys ibat piae, and pangs thai last. 
And now, O Sleep, while gnef is streamiDg, 

Let thy balm sweet peace realore ; 
While fearful hope through tears is beaming, 

Soothe to rest that wakes no more. 



THE GREEN SPOT THAT BLOOMS ON THE DESERT OF 
LIFE, 
O'er the desert at life where yon vainly pursued 

Those phantoms of hope which their promise disown. 
Have joa e'er met some spirit divinely endned, 

That so kindly could say, Yoa don't suffer alone T , 

And however your (ate may have smiled or have frowned. 

Will she deign still to share as the friend and the wife 1 
Then make her the pulse of your heart, (or yoa've fuund 

The green ^Dt thai blooms o'er the desert of life. 

Does Ae love to recall the past monwiiti so dear. 
When ibe sweet pledge of faith was cooGdiagly given, 

When the lip spoke in voice of affection Biocere, 
And tlie vow was e^hanged and recorded in heaven T 

DoH >lie wish to rebind what already was Immtd, 
And draw clowr the claim of Uie firieod and &te wifet 
Then make, &c. 



^:,.,CoOg[c 



A!t AND HIS CONTEMPOEAHIEH, 



tSe meeidian is passed. 

Tm Meridiau it passed, and tlie comfortlees west 
Now calls Ihe JuU eyeniiig of life to repose ; 
Baj, then, thou wont heart, why not yield thee to i««tT 
Or, why court the return of thy joya oc tby woea 1 

If thy DOOD-tide afiection so coldly was paid, 

With whate'er it possessed, or of warmlh, or of light. 

Say, what can'et thou hope when thou Btuk'st to the sbade ; 

Bat in vaiu to lament by the cold star of night 1 

Or, perhaps thoa bat wishest those hoars to review, 
Which so deeply tby paina and tby pleosores could moTD | 
When Hope, fiatcering Hope, to tby passioa notroe. 
Called the soft voice oflriendBhip the sweet note of lore. 

Oh ! then let Toad mem'ry recall sTcry scene, 
Every word, look, or gesture, that touched thee the moat; 
Let her tears, where 'tis faded, refresh the hint green, 
And though joy may escape, let no suffering bo lost 

Let each precious remenibrance be fherished with care, 
Let thy inmost recess be their consecrate shrine, 
l«t the form, too, of her so adored be found there, 
Such as friendship may wonder how love coold deugn. 

And when oft the lone mourner her image reviews, 
I.et her eye scorn to £11, or her bosom to heave; 
And if infidel love to believe shall refuse. 
Be thou once more a dupe, and let lancy deceive. 

Before, however, Mr, Cuniui passes a'way from the scene 
of his professional triumphs, it may not he uninteresting to 
cast a glance at same of the associates from whom he septt> 
ated.* It was a generation without parajlel, perhaps, in le- 
gal annals, and furnished characters bo peculiar, and details 
HO whimsical, that our more disciplined posterity may well 

* Id this sketch the reader will pardon ooe or two anacbroniims. 
These chieSy occnr in the notices of Lord Plnnket and Chietjostioe 
Bushe, and seemed necessary in order that their sabseqaeat splendid 
career ^ould not be omitted. 
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doubt the record — to' the truth of which, however, there arc 
Btill many witnesses. I shall portray few scenes of which I 
was not a spectator, and no persona with whom I was not 
myself familiar. Of the more promiuent actors on the stage, 
Lord Plunket alone remains — and remains, I rejoice to hear, 
with his iine intellect shedding its "glow serene" upon the 
evening of his eighty-eighth year. The bar of Ireland now 
is, I am told, no more like that learned body in the times of 
which I speak, than are the squires of the present day like 
those of Castle Kackrent. The tire and the fun of the 
squirearchy are gone. The morning of whisky, the noon of 
dueling, and the nights of claret have all passed away, and 
days of vulgar reckoning have succeeded — days, a dream of 
which never disturbed the Milesian imagination— days, for- 
sooth, when an Encumbeied Estates Bill tells landlords that 
they must pay, and tenants that they may live ! The then 
bar partook, as might have been eipected, very much of the 
character of the gentry. Enjoyment of the present and defi- 
ance of the future constituted its characteristics. Law was 
scarce, and, to say the truth, its acquisition somewhat danger- 
ous, when to demur to a declaration amounted to a, personal 
ofiense. Of course there were exceptions, and both sound 
and shining ones ; but we speak of the rule. Zeal supphed 
the want of learning ; each man became the champion of his 
brief, and " wagei of battle" was the plea most recognized. 
The reports in vogue were those of the pistol. A duel was 
an indispensable diploma, quite essential to success at the bar, 
and sometimes leading even to the bench. Barrington de- 
clares that, during what he quaintly calls his " climacteric," 
no less than two hundred and twenty-seven single combats 
came under his notice— a list, be it observed, to which ho 
jamply contributed. This may well aiTright the credulity of 
our more peaceful day ; hut, to silence skepticism, I beg to refer 
the reader to a few of the recorded cases in which the after-at- 
tained rank of the belligerents challenges our especial wonder. 
Lord Clare, afterward lord chancellor, fought Cunan, at 



^:,.,C00g[c 



AND HIS CONtBHPOBARiee. 

terward master of the rolls ! So mucb lor equity ; but com- 
mon law al«o Eustained its reputation. 

Clonmel, afterward chief justice, fought two lords and two 
comraonerB — to ehow his impartiality, no doubt. 

Medge, afterward Baron, fought his owa brother-in-law &nd 
two others. 

Toler, afterward chief justice of the Common Pleas, fought 
three peraoBB, one of whom was Fitzgerald — even in Ireland, 
the " fire-eater" j)ar exceUaice, 

Patterson, also afterward chief justice of the same court, 
fought three country gentlemen, one of them with guns, an- 
other with swords, and wounded them all ! 

Corry, chancellor of thfl Exchequer, fought Mr. Grattan. 

The Provost of Dublin University, a privy counselor, fought 
Mr. Doyle, a master in Chancery, and several others. • 

His brother, collector of the customs, fought Lord Mount- 
Harry Deane Grady, counsel to the Revenue, fought several 
duels; and all "hits," adds Barrington, with unction. 

Curran fought four persons, one of whom was Egan, chair- 
man of Kilmainham, afterward his friend in the duel with 
Lord Buckinghamshire. A duel in these days was often the 
prelude to intimacy. 

What a picture does the above list (a meager selection) pre- 
sent of the then state of society ! Now, a barrister would be 
almost disqualified for the bench by what, in those days, al- 
most operated as a recommendation to it .' The consequences 
were obvious. I remember well, at the Sligo summer assizes 
for 1S12, being counsel in the case of the King v. Fenton, 
for the murder of Major Hillas in a duel, when old Judge 
Fletcher thus copped his summing up to the jury : " Gentle- 
mpn, it's my business to lay down the law to you, and I will. 
The law says the killing a man in a duel is murder, and I 
am bound to tell you it is murder ; therefore, in the discharge 
of my duty, I tell you so ; but 1 tell you, at the same time, a 
fairer dwel than this I never heard of in the whole cootm of 
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Tny life ! I" It is scarcely necessary to add that there ■was an 
immediate acquittal. For the elevation of Toler (o the chief- 
ahip of the Common Pleas, it would be difficult to assign any 
other cause than his bellicose propensities, and the service they 
occasionally did the government. As a specimen of bis pro- 
ficiency in this line, I select his onslaught on Mr, George Pon- 
Bonby in the Irish House of Conrnions. Mr. Ponsonby was 
afterward Lord Chancellor of Ireland, and subsequently leader 
of the Whig opposition in the imperial Parliament, 

" What ! was it come to that in the Irish House of Com- 
mons, that they should listen to one of their own members de- 
grading the character of an Irish gentleman by language that 
was fit but for hallooing a mob t Had he heard a man out of 
doors using such language as that by which the honorable gen- 
tleman had violated the decorum of FaiMAment, he teould have 
seized the ruffian by the throat, and dragged him to the dust. 
What was the House made of which could listen with patience 
to such abominable sentiments? — sentiments, thank God, 
which were acknowledged by no set of men in this country, eiy 
eept that infamous and execrable nest of traitors who were 
knm/m by (Ae name cf United Irishtnen, icfio sat brooding 
in Belfast over their discontents and treasons, and from 
whose puUicationi he could trace, word for word, every «r^ 
pression the Itonora&le gentleman had used." Mr. Ponsonby, 
much to his credit be it spoken, did not accept this provocation. 
Even if he had, however, it would not, as we have seen, have 
impeded his promotion to the Irish woolsack. Instance! 
«nough have been already given to prove that the reputation 
of a duelist was considered do impediment to promotion 
even to the bench. In Toler's case it seems to have been a 
principal recommendation. It was a favorite boast of his 
that he " began the world with fifty pounds and a pair of 
hair-trigger pistols." They served his purpose well, A 
quarrel with Napper Tandy, one of those ephemeral dema 
gogues in which Ireland is so prolific, was the immediate lad- 
^r by which he ascended tho bench. To snob compensation 
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for Buch serrice, Lord Claie, the then chancellor, was vehe- 
mently and naturally opposed. " Make him a chief justice !" 
he exclaimed ; " oh, no ; if he must mount the bench, make 
him a bishop or an archbishop, or — any thing but a. chief 
justice !" The luck, however, of the hair-triggers triumphed, 
and Toler not only became chief justice, but the founder of 
two peerages, and the testator of an enormous fortune. Afler 
his promotion, the code of honor became, as it 'were, ingraft- 
ed on that of the Common Fleas ; the noble chief not unfre- 
quently announcing that he considered himself a judge only 
while be wore bis robes ! Despite of many drawbacks, Noi- 
bury was, nevertheless, a very extraordinary man. If he was 
deficient in learning, he abounded in common sense ; if divest- 
ed of genius, ha was given, as its substitute, a thorough knowl- 
edge of the world, and, consequently, as thorough a contempt 
for it. His very appearance set dignity at defiance and put 
gravity to flight. The chivalry of Quixote was incased in the 
paunch of Saucho Panza. Short and pursy, with a jovial 
visage, and little, gray, twinkling, laughing eyes, he had a sin- 
gular habit of infiating his cheeks at the end of every sentence, 
and, with a spiee of satire, was called Puffendorf in conse- 
quence. The conventional decorum of the judgment-seat was 
banished often enough by some such expression as " Come, 
Mr. Everard, wswr your demurrer;" and the court but too oft- 
en adopted the manner of its chief. There was something 
infectious in his hearty Falstaff chuckle, and in the joyous- 
ness that reveled over his countenance. In truth, a stranger 
traversing the hall of the Four Courts might at any time dis- 
tinguish that of the Common Pleas by the bursts of merri- 
ment which issued through its portals. Of that place, during 
the sittings at Nisi Prius, especially in summer, it is dlificult 
even to shadow forth a description. As a matter of course, 
it was always crowded to the very ceiling, with an atmosphere 
almost tropical. In this, above all things, Norbury delighted. 
There he sat in all his glory, good humor personified, puffing, 
and punning, and panting, till his ruddy countenance glowed 
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like a full moon. At last, grilled beyond all endurance by the 
atmosphere, off went the -gown and round went the wig, till 
its tails, reversed, dangled from his forehead. « 

He was himself, of his court, the principal curiosity, but he 
had his competitors. Among those might be daily Been a 
personage who fancied that Toler had usurped his place, and 
that he was in reality the chief justice. Long and good-na- 
turedly were his pretensions tolerated, till at last, emboldened 
Ijy forbearance, he threatened to depose the impostor from the 
bench. Then, and not till then, might be heard the tardy 
mandate, "Jackson, turn Lord Norhury out of court." A 
nonsuit was never heard of in his time. Ilt-natured people 
said it was to draw Euitors to the court ; Toler's reason was, 
he was too (xnstitiitional to interfere with a jury I Be this 
as it may, a nonsuit was a nonentity. " I hope, my lord," 
said counsel, in a case actually commanding one, " your lord- 
ship will for once have the courage to nonsuit." In a mo- 
ment the hair-triggers were uppermost. " Courage I I tell 
you what, Mr. Wallace, there are two kinds of courage — 
courage to shoot, and courage to nonshoot, and I hope I have 
both ; hut nonshoot now I certainly wfll not ;" and argument 
was only a waste of lime. 

Norbury hated a bill of exceptions almost as much as he 
did a nonsuit, and for the game reason. Never shall I forget 
a scene on this subject between hira andMr. O'Cottnell, They 
detested each other. Daniel, to Norbury's great dissatisfac- 
tion, tendered his bill of exceptions to the judge for big signa- 
ture, which, if he refused, subjected him to a penalty of, I 
think, £500. "You're surely not in earnest, Mr, O'Connell I" 
" I never was more in earnest in my life," said Daniel, bow- 
ing both lowly and leoringly ; " I hope I know my duty to 
the court." " No man knows it better or performs it better ; 
Jackson, call the next — " " May I, my lord, without offense, 
request your signature to the bill of exceptions ?" " Offense ! 
offense, Mr. O'Connell ! you never offended me in your life — 
nor any body else, I do believe; you're too good-natured and 
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good-humored a man, and you look it." " Oh, my lord, let 
me, at least, implore of you to spare your compliments." 
" Truth — truth, Mr. O'Cotinell — and you know truth's no 
oomphment." "Once more, my lord, I very deferentially 
ask your signature, or — your refusal. All 1 want is a cate- 
gorical answer." "No doubt, no doubt, you'd be satisfied 
■with a refusal. But I don't refuse you — indeed, I don't think 
I could refuse you any thing — so mind, I don't refuse, but I 
do nothing in a hurry ; come to me in my chamber when the 
court rises — your time's valuable, and so it ought — your tal- 
ents make it so." " My lord, my lord, you, at least, may 
spare me the infliction of your panegyric." Daniel departed, 
the victim of the moment's cajolery, but Norbnry in private 
gave the autograph, and saved at once the publicity and the 
penalty. In all this there was a drollery not to be resisted, 
which accompanied and almost counteracted an occasional 
bitterness. There was a gentleman of high rank once tried 
before him for arson. He was acquitted : not, however, by 
the verdict o[ the mob, who called the ruins of his house — 
Moscow ! The first place in which he and Norbury encoun- 
tered each other after lie trial was at a Castle levee. "IIow 
do you, my lord?" began the honorable, for such he was, 
" How do — how do — glad to meet you here." " Paying my 
hist bachelor's visit, my lord. I'm about to turn Benedict." 

" Well, Mr. C , Saint Paul says, you know, better marry 

than burn." Norbury was all things to aU men, and equally 
sincere to all ; that is, meaning nothing to any. Among his 
other virtues. In the most hospitable of countries, he was the 
most hospitable of men — so far as invitations went. He in- 
vited every one to his country-house ; and such was his cor- 
diality, that a novice could never doubt that the obligation 
conferred by the visit would be in proportion to its length. 
The invitations were always to the country-seat, the town 
residence being inconveniently near. There was a ludicrous 
story rife in those days of a downright old couple, who were 
Eimple enough to behevs that the " When will you spend a 
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week with me at Cabia ?"* really meant what it exptessed. 
Packing op, therefore, the requisites for a week, they inno- 
cently presented themselves at the "country-house." The 
truly hospitable inviter, but most uoiuteatioaal host, received 
them with his usual Belf-posseEsion. His pres^ic« of minil 
quailed not at the lady's maid and the band-boxes, and the 
heavy imperial, and sundry other indications of a protracted 
sojourn. Far from it ; he sprang forward, as it were, radiant 
with delight : " My kind friends — my dear old friends — this 
is so very like you — now, no excuses — not a word, not a word 
— I must positively insist on — your staying to dinner." 
When, subsequently, a gang of burglars visited the country- 
house, the jest went that it was by " a general invitation." 

It was a singular cbaracteristic of this very singular man, 
that, with good humor ever in his looks, and merriment, also, 
ever on his lips, he was by nature fierce, obdurate, and cal- 
lous. Utterly reckless of life himself, he seemed scarcely to 
comprehend how otbers could value it. Selfish he was, and 
intensely so, but his selfishness extended solely to his pecuni- 
ary interests ; it included neither his personal safety nor his 
personal Eufi*erings ; and hence, either not feeling or defying 
pain, he was a stranger to sympathy. Social and severe, 
playful and unpitying, commanding the smile and heeding not 
the sigh, let philosophy solve this human paradox if it can. 
It is in no unfriendly spirit, and with a pencil used even re- 
luctantly, that I add the shadows to this portrait. Willingly, 
indeed, would I have dispensed with them, had fidelity per 
mitted it. Norbury's good temper was imperturbabla. It 
was, therefore, a most difficult matter to incense him ; but tha 
danger of the achievement was proportion ably formidable. 
' Few cared to meddle with a man who valued not his life at 
a pin's fee. His personal interests were his tender point. An 
intended interference with these occasioned an incident to- 
ward the cbse of his life in which his shrewdness and his 
det«nniaation were humtmrnsly exhibited. A report having 
* His coonlry leudeooe. 
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circulated that his faculties were decaying, the then lord lieu- 
tenant decided on giving him a hint to resign, through the 
well-known under secretary. Mr. Gregory. No sooner had 
Norbury got scent of thia than hia campaign was sketched. 
He sent for Gregory, led him to his library, and, as he turned 
the key, assumed that fiery scowl which Gregory knew well 
meant imminent mischief. "Gregory, you are my oldest 
friend, and I have had no scruple in sending for you. It 
seems I am about to be grossly aud publicly insulted — I, who 
never brooked even a saucy lock ! Will you believe it, Greg- 
ory, our mock-monarch of the Phtenix Park means to demand 
my resignation I ! Of course, the puppet poltroon himself is 
irresponsible. But my mind's made up. Tiie Castle hack 
he sends shall be his proxy. I'll have bis hfe or he shall 
have mine — ay, though he were my brother. Gregory, my 
old, my valued friend, will you stand by me ? The hair- 
Iriggers are ready, as in the days of Tandy and Fitzgerald." 
On the noon of that day, a solemn under secretary might be 
seen slowly wending his way up the back stairs, revolving 
tbe alternative of death or disobedience. But the blow, how- 
ever adroitly parried, came at last, not, however, through the 
forewarned Gregory, but by letter. Norbury asked but a 
postponement to consult a friend. It was granted, of course: 
the friend was in India ! and — a year was gained. At length, 
however, having fallen asleep during a trial for murder, a pe- 
tition to Parliament, through Mr. O'Connell, enforced the 
resignation. His last act was characteristic. He had for his 
neighbor an old nobleman, who had been bedridden for years. 
Hearing from his physician that, without any immediate 
danger, his doom must be the same, he instantly called his 
servant : " James, go nest door, and tell Lord Erne, with 
my compliments, that it has now become a deaA heat be- 
tween us." In all his leisure hours, Norbury was on hotse- 

One of his brethren in the Common Pleas, to whom allu- 
sion has before been- made, deserves a passing notice. Mr. 
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Justice Fletcher waa, ia his own way, almost as quaint on. 
original as his chief; a sound lawyer foi the time in which 
he lived, ajid, what was not a superfluity in that time, a very 
humane judge. But a rugged surface disguised a kindly na- 
ture : uncouth ia manner and independent in principle, he 
neither studied what he said nor cared whom ha encountered. 
The ultra-liberaliun of a charge which, he delivered to the 
Wexford grand jury threw ail Ireland into a flame, and weH- 
nigh invoked on him the vengeance of the government. True 
to his nature, by way of smoolhins matters, Fletcher revised, 
strengthened, and published it as a pamphlet. It is eniious 
to observe how per&ctly innocuous the discussion of the top- 
ics contained ia that celebrated charge would appear in our 
day. Yet, at the time, it was considered little short i^ trea^ 
son. Its sum and substance is a classification of the evib of 
Ireland under the following beads : " An eoorraous paper oni- 
rency, a meddbng and incapaUe magistracy, absentee land- 
lords, Orange societies, illicit distillation, and tithm." With- 
out discussing the soundness of these opinicHiB, which is quite 
apart from the purport of tiaa work, there can be no doubt 
that the bench of justioe was not the fitting place for tbatc 
enunciation. But temonstrance with such a man only pro- 
duced exasperation, and any attempt at pertuasicn wu as 
promising as the endeavor to smooth down a porraipine. 
Aboat five o'clock every day, Fl«tcher became so ravenondy 
hungry that the peasantry agreed he bad a wolf in his stom- 
ach. On one occasion, just on the advent of the ominous 
hour, a circuit counsel of the name of French commenced a 
pompous cross^xamination. Sundry and wtyful wan tfaa 
contortions of Fletcher, and dt^ged in proportiMi became the 
pertinacity of French. At length the hour of six sounded 
audibly. Flesh iind blood — at all events, flesh and Uood liko 
Fletcher's — conld stand it no longer, and the outburst cama. 
" Lord of heaven, Mr. French, do you mean to keep me bass 
all night, like a bear tied to a stake ?" " Oh no, my lord," 
answered Freneb, bowing leverentiaJly, "not Hed to a.ttaiteJ' 
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Id allusion to this failing, Buahe used humorously to describe 
him, when pacified by Bubstantials, " playing on an eel," the 
process being his taking the head in one hand and the tail in 
the other, and then, Faodean faBhion, running the body through 
his teeth I No twi^ men could possibly be more dissimilai 
than these ermined brethren. Fletcher humane, learned, 
and intemperate ; Norbury shallow, severe, and imperturba- 
bl«. The one all rude sincerity, meaning what he said ; the 
other all surface snMxitbneHi, meaning nothing at alt. They 
felt toward each other very much alike, bnt gave to those 
ftelings a difierent expression. Fletcher's contempt was as 
downish as Norbury'a was decorous-^both were sincere. 

The Court of Common Pleas at Nid Prita was one of the 
tights of DuUin, and, once seen, was never to bo forgotten, 
Every avenue was crowded long before it opened. When it 
did open, what a spectacle was there ! Aloft sat Norbury, 
with the glow of Bacchus and the cheeks of JEolua ; immedi- 
ately below, the ^us Achates, his registrar Jackson ; and 
light opposite, the estabUshed and recognized gladiators of the 
aiena, Tom Goold and Harry Grady. They tire worth the 
sketching. They were racy originals, and, like Norbury and 
Fletcher, human antipodes. Goold was a little man, well 
ibnned, and of considerable accomplishments. Sensitive and 
fastidious, he acknowledged bnt one earthly model of perfec- 
tion, which, however, he viewed with Eastern idolatry, and 
that was — himself. With the versatility of a Crichton and 
the politeness of a Chesterfield, all airs and graces, master of 
every thing and neglecting nothing, he was " himself alone," 
unapproachable and inimitable, judice Tom. He not only 
argued, declaimed, and philosophized better than any one else, 
but ho sang, he danced, he rode, he even brushed his hat so 
as to set rivalry at defiance. Guileless and harmless vanity ! 
oonnterpoised by a thousand sterling qualities. He was an 
excellent Nisi Prkii fencer, and even rose at times to a high. 
order of eloquence. A pamphlet, published by him in early 
lift, in answer to Buike's oelshntted Reflecliom, attracted 
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the notice of that great man, and procared for him the dis- 
tinction of an invitation to Beaconsfield. Had Goold been 
contented with the world's estimate of him aa he really was, 
all would have admitted him to he an eminent man. But he 
Bharpened cenaure and excited ridicule hy aspiring to be what 
no man ever was — in every art, trade, science, profession, ac* 
complishment, and pursuit under the sun, a ne plus ultra. 
The pitch to which he carried this foible was incredible. 
Expatiating one day on the risk he ran from a sudden rise of 
the tide when riding on the North Strand, near Dublin, he 
assured his hearer, " had he not been the very best horseman 
in existence, he must inevitably have been drowned ; in short, 
never was human being in such danger." " My dear Tom," 
his friend replied, " there was one undoubtedly in still grater, 
for a poor man was actually drowned there on that morning." 
" By heaven ! sir," bellowed Goold, " I might have been 
drowned if I chose." 

Such was the man upon whose harmless peculiarities Harry 
Grady delighted to practice, and Munden's Nipperkin display- 
ed not broader faice. Grady was like Goold, short in stature, 
but, unhke him, of very clumsy form. To a. rich fund of gen- 
uine Irish fun and oonatitutional vivacity, he mischievously 
added a vulgarity not his own, for the sole purpose of shocking 
his refined antagonist. Goold manifestly looked on him as a 
male Moll Flagon, and instinctively recoiled from the humil- 
iation, of a contact which his tormentor courted. His -face 
frowned horror, his fastidiousness was in fits, and, as he afiect- 
ed alternately to despise and disdain what he could not avoid 
enduring, his agitated dignity became exquisitely ludicrous.' 
All would not do. The ground and lofty tumbling was irre- 
sistible. Grady rolled and reveled in drollery. The broad, 
coarse jest and the eternal chuckle now disgusted and now 
distracted Goold. But, poor man ! what was ho to do ? If 
he tried a bland remonstrance, Grady mot it with a shrug or 
a grin, and coolly assured him " his rehef wasme^i^." If 
he appealed to the bar, he plainly saw the titter was but nijv 



dbvCoogIc 



340 CUSKAN AND HIS CON TEMPO BABIES. 

pressed ; if he turned to the gallety, tegs polite, its roar vas 
audible and umveiBal ; elill, he hod the bench — the solemn 
bench — to look to, and there sat Norbury, rolling to and fro, 
his bee radiant with undisguiBcd delight. It was on such oc- 
casions that the late excellent Dr. Shepherd, of Gateacre, used 
to excuse himself for frequenting the Common Pleas on the 
ground that " hia profession excluded him from the theater, 
and — he was very fond of farce." Goold possessed powers of 
eloquence to which Grady knew he could not aspire, and his 
sound common sense forbade the ambition. But he was not 
wanting in a counterpoise. Upon features capable of the 
most comic expreaaiiHi, he performed a running accompaniment 
to the other's sublimities. Whm Goold was careering in the 
clouds, Grady was cutting capers on the earth, to which grav- 
ity was a stranger. Often enough, when Tom sosTcd highest, 
was he horror-stricken at the roar with which the pantomime, 
of which he wag unconscious, checked his flight. One of 
Grady's most efficient weapons was hia right eye. By mere 
dint of winking, it seemed smaller than the leil one.- One 
day, in court, hia mirth seemed quite extinguished. A friend 
remarked it. " My dear fellow," was the answer, " I'm min- 
ed outright — my jury eye's out of order." He could say bit- 
ter things too, and with an air of pleasantry, but the honey 
was not always an antidote to the sting. Allusion has been 
reluctantly made to Toler's taste for a capital conviction. 
Chafed during a trial, he took his revenge by thus alluding to 
it : " The incident reminds me, my laid, of a judge X once 
heard of who was never known to weep but once, and that 
was in a theater." " Deep tragedy, I suppose, Mr. Grady," 
" No, indeed, my lord ; it was at the Beggars' Opera, when 
Macheath vxi& reprieved .'" I can not vouch for the veracity 
<^ the incident, but I can Grady's narration of it, for I was 
his junior in the case. True or false, however, it was voted 
&ct by acclamation, and ever after became of Norbury's life 
the least apocryphal particular. Every body said it was so 
u&tuial that it must be true. Gooli died a mastei in Cbau- 
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oety, and Grady also enjoyed to the lart official piospenty. 
Sc much for the Common Fleas, tempore Norbury. 

But we have lingered there bo long, we have scarcely time 
for a stroll through the Four Courts. Yet it i« worth the 
trouble. The hall of this building is a spacious circle, sur- 
inounted by a beautiful dome, beneath tvbich were then daily 
eollected all the bar bustlers and all the idlers of Dublin, a 
numerous congregation. Let us suppose ourselves there in 
the year 1805, and commence out introductions. And stop ! 
Mark well that slight short figure, with lestless gait, and 
swaying motion, and speaking gesture^^ho with the uplifted 
face, protruded under lip, and eyes like living diamonds. See 
how the young men cluster round him. Observe ^e spell- 
bound gaze — hark to the ringing laughter. That is Curran 
- — the unique, the wondrous, the inimitable Curran — who 
spake as poets in their inspiration wrote, and squandered wit 
with Rabelais profusion. Curran, whose words, merry or 
mournful as hia country's ronaic, commanded tears or laughter* 
at his bidding. Cnrraa, in evil day*, erect amid the grovel- 
ing, pure amid the tainted ; in public life, the most oonsistent 
of patriots ; in private, the most social, exquisite, enchanting 
of companions. 

" I never met a person who poBBBBsed this wonderftil faculty before. 
Lord Brougham oDo day, in my presence, asked the late Dr. Birkbeck, 
who knew Curran, whether my estimate of him waa not exaggerated. 
" All I oan say," was the aiwwer, " is, that for the five weeks he and I 
lodged together in Paris during die peace of Atniens, there wars not 
five consecutive minutes within which ho could not make me botk 
laugk and cry!" Ten years later. Lord Byron says of him, "I have 
met CuHRjiN at Holland House. Ho bcato every body. His iinagijiBtion 
is beyond human, and his humor (it ia difficult to define what ia wit) 
perfect. He bas fifty bees, and twice as many voices, when he mimics. 
I never out hit tiptal." Again: "Curran! Curran'sthe man whostnick 
"me most. Such imagination! There never was any thing Uke it. Ho 
was wonderful even to me who had seen many remarkable men of the 
time." "Thericbesof hia Irish imagiuatJou were elhauslless. Ihatt 
itard Ikat man tpeah more poetry than I have ever leen mriiten, though 
I*aw him itliom, and bai oceaiionally." — MoObk's Li/e of Byron, 
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FaES we away from him. Times never to Tetum or he for- 
gotten — hours to which his genius gave the wings of angels, 
u blight Olid EwiA, and, sad to say, as transient in their flight, 
rise up before me, and forbid aught else to mingle with their 
memory. And lo I singularly enough, here comes MacNally 
— Leonard MaoNallyt-Ciirraa's junior in most of the state 
triak consequent on the rebellion of 1798. When the cessa- 
tion of martial law opened once mote the gate of the Four 
Courts, MacNally appeared prominently on the scene. His 
very appearance fixed attention. Not naturally deformed, he 
seemed so. He had bad the misfortune, at one time or other, 
to have bad every hone in his body broken, and lost, I be- 
lieve, both, but certainly one of his thumbs, but how, he either 
would not or couid not tell : the latter probably, as he always 
accounted for it — hut never was there an air richer in varia- 
tions. Foor Burke Bethell, who was an admirable mimic, 
invented an amusing scene, founded on the thumbs. He pei*- 
sonified the leaders of the bar in turn, each, after some casual 
conversation, interrogating the 'victim as to the manner of the 
lose. MacNally never failed to tell, but told to every one a 
difierent story ; till, his patience fairly exhausted, he squeaked 
out, " I'm tired telling it — I don't know howl lost them." 
Both his legs and his arms totally dlfiering from each other, 
he limped like a witch. His eye and voice pierced you through 
tike arrows, and served him well in cross-examination. Had 
MacNally devoted himself to literature, he would very prob- 
ably have been distinguished. Hia opera of Robin Hood, 
once very popular, still keeps the stage. His faculty of in- 
vention has already been alluded to, and this production occa- 
sioned its very frequent exercise. It was a common practice' 
with the juniors to play upon his vanity by inducing him to 
enumerate the vast sums he made by it. The wicked process 
was thus. They first got him to fix the aggregate amount ; 
and then, luring him into details, he invariably, by third nights 
and copyright, quintupled the original. This was a good pen- 
dant to the story of the thumbs. But it was oU the conse- 
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quence of hia imagination being Btraoger tliaiL hia memory. 
Woe to the wight, however, luckless enough to have been d*- 
tected in this waggery. He was ready with, hia pistol. Hid 
distresa at one time vas tiuly pitiable at not beii^ able to in- 
duce anybody to fight him. Being, it Beems, under Eomo cloud, 
Harry Grady, who wounded every body with whom he fought, 
refused that favor to MacNally. Every body followed this in- 
human example. The poor man could get nobody to shoot 
him, and waa the picture of miaery. In vain be fumed, and 
fretted, and afironted ; all seemed determined on being " guilt- 
less of his blood." Never was Irish gentleman bo unibrtu- 
nate. At length Sir Jonah Barringtou, out of Christian char- 
ity, accepted his cartel, and shot him into fashion. MaoNal- 
ly was a man again. He waa more fortunate in dramatio 
than in legal hterature. As his chief practice at the bar, &t 
one time considerable, la.y in the criminal courts, he thought 
himself called on to write a law-book, for which, in troth, 
popular as. his name was, he was little qualified. He pro- 
duced, accordingly, hia Justice of the Peace, circulating every 
where that he meant it to be a practical work, a perfect f rea«' 
ure to gentlemen residing in the country. He kept his word. 
Eminently practical it soon became, and a. treasure too — to 
the country attorneys. Befbte six months had elapsed, moet 
magistrates knew the nature of a writ. It was a high treat 
to bear the author's crosB-examination of one of the viotima. 
" In the name of Heaven, my good man, what could haVQ 
prompted you to act in such a manner V " Prompted me I 
Oh, counselor, I'm more than astonished at you — I'm perfectly 
ashamed of you ! Why, I acted on the authority of your own 
book." This was rather a puzzler, certainly. But the conu^ 
seldr's cooloeaa did not desert him. " Oh ! as to that, my dear 
sir, the work has its human defects, no doubt, but I'll correct 
them all when it comes to a second edition." HacNally'a 
originality and supposed patriotism rendered him an especial 
fevorite with Curran. His was the last hand he shook in 
Ireland previous to his final visit to this country. Associated 
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intimately in the treuon trials, malice attributed to them a 
qrapathy with tho«e they deiended. They, indeed, grave some 
groaiid for the report, by refuBiDg to become members of the 
lawyer's corps during the Rebellion. MacNally, for aome 
reaeon, changed his mind. " Have you considered the risk 
you run, my dear Mao ?" said Cuiras; "What risk?" 
" Why, the danger ofbeing shot 1" " Do you doubt my cour- 
age, Curranl" " Not I, indeed, Mac; the mk I mean is 
firom mutiny — from disobedience of orders. Why, man, when 
the adjutant cries ' march,' you'll nnqneslionaUy — halt" 
• I have used the words " supposed patriotism" advisedly in. 
speaking of MacNally. I have done so because it has been, 
repeatedly asserted, and in prist too, that he was a peuHoner 
on the Castle list ! I ! MacNally a pensioner '. If this be 
fidae, why is it not oontradieted ? If it be true, ibr what ser- 
vices was that pension given ? Dr, Madden, in bis life of 
Eobert Emmett; a work of great research and value, broadly 
states the fact, but does not give, as he usually does, his 
grounds for so stating it The thing is incredible. If I was 
called upcHi to point out, next to Curran, the man most ob- 
wncions to the govemmrat of that day — who most hated them, 
and was most bated by them — it would have been Leonard 
MaoNaUy — that MacNally who, amid the military audience, 
■leod by Curran's nde white he denounced oppression, defied 
power, snd dared every danger I who echoed his eJprewions, 
reflected his principles, joined in his daily anathema against 
government, and seemed almost to idoliae his glance, when, 
with the bayonets at his breast, the glorions advocate ex- 
daimed, " Proceed to your office. AsBassinato me you may 
—intimidate me yon can not." 

Obterf6, on the steps of the Court of Chancery, that Mini* 
beau-formed figure, gazing abstractedly upon the crowd below. 
Mirabean, indeed, in shape and genius, without the alloy of 
bis vices or bis crimes. What HweetDess there is is his smile '. 
what thought upon bis brow ! what pure benevolence in 
the beaming of his blue unoleuded eye ! Observe him well i 
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he will repay the study. Had that man been bom in En- 
gland, with a theater worthy of his powers, and an audience 
capable of appreciating them, he must have commanded a 
European reputation. That is Buehe — Charles Kendal 
Bushe — the future chief justice of Ireland, with poweis woi' 
thy of a world's admiration, and a name " cribbed and cab- 
ined" within a province. By nature enriched with the rare 
gift of genius, he ingrafts it on every grace that art can fur- 
nish. The sweet-toned tongue lavishing profueely the treas- 
ures of language, intellect, and learning, spealcB not more ex- 
pressively to heart or head than the glance, the action, and 
the attitude which wait upon his words, as it were, with an 
embodied eloquence. This is the day of Keinble and of Sid- 
dons, yet the stage possesses no more consummate actor. Con- 
summate truly,for not onetrace of art betrays the toil by which 
it has been fashioned into Nature's imago. For five consecu- 
tive hours have I hstened to tliat man,* and I was grieved 
when he sat down. It was impossible not to be so. During 
all that time he held alternately the passions, the understand- 
ing, and the senses captive — willingly captive to the might 
of his reasoning, the music of his diction, and the absolute ea.-- 
chantraent of his eicquisite deUvery. A wit as well as an or- 
ator, Bushe is the delight of every social circle ; and a model 
of domestic virtue, he is the idol of his own. There is a pe- 
culiarity about him which renders description difficult. Hig 
wit, hke his eloquence, seems to Sow irom him without efiiirt. 
He is all smoothness. He wants the lines, ae sculptors call 
them, hy which a resemblance, becotbing deepened, is defined. 
Duly to appreciate, you must see and hear him. One half 
his eflect is lost either in description or perusal, and hence^ 
his posthumoas fame must be inadequate. The following ex- 
tract from a httle poem called " The Metropolis," and pub- 
lished anonymously ia Dublin in 180S, conveys but a feeble 
impression of his powers : 

* Ib the gre&t Trimblitton eu*. 
P2 
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" Badate at firet, at leoglh fau paBuon warni*. 
And ev'iy word and ev'iy geilura cbarma; 
Sunk to DO meanness, bj no flourish Bwelled, 
The copious slream its course majealic beld : 
The Graces to his polished wit gave birth, 
Which -wakes the Bmile, bat not tbe roar of mirth 
His legal tenets stand on stahleet ground. 
His moral precepts novel and prolbund — 
Well has be traced the law's unbounded chart. 
Well searched each corner of the human heart — 
In triumph his resistless march proceeds, 
Beason and Passion follow where he leads 
Is Justice hia inalienable trastt 
Or does he deem each cause he battles, just 1 
Suffice it — ev'rj energy of seal 
Marks that conviction he makes others feel." 



The wit of Buslie has not k tinge of ill nature, and springa 
directly and naturally from the occasion. A few speciraene 
may convey a feeble, aad, when robbed of his manner, but a 
feeble idea of its character. 

A company of amateurs, persons of rank and fortune, estab* 
lished a private theater in Kilkenny, where the performances 
rivaled even those of the metropolis. The local influence of 
the performers filled Kilkenny with visitors during the season, 
which, for the time, was gay, prosperous, and fashionable. 
Bushe, during a visit in the neighborhood, regularly attended 
the theater, and, being intimate with the coinpany, they re< 
quested his opinion as to their reapective merits. " My good 
friends," said he, " comparisons at best are but invidious. Be- 
sides, how can I give a preference where all are perfect 1" 
Nothing, however, would satiafy them. "We are unani- 
mous," they repUed ; " all jealousy is out of the question, and 
your opinion we must have." " Well, well," gravely replied 
Bushe, " I give it most reluctantly. I protest to you I prefer 
the FROHFTER, for I heard the most and saw the least of him." 
Those who knew Bushe well will smile at the familiiu deX' 
terity with which he evaded the question. 

When the Ecclesiastical Board was established in Dublin, 
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the commissionera mat to choose it* officers. Among tbose 
members who attended there were two eminent and truly 
grateful prelates, upon whom the individual merits of the oao- 
didates were pressed. The candid answer was, that, " Owing 
' their miters to the minister, they felt bound to support hia 
nominees I" On this somewhat startling announcement, Busbe 
quietly wrote across to ZiorJ Flunket, " It is he that hath 
made UB, and not we ourselves. We are his people, and the 
sheep of his pasture." 

On a Leinster circuit, the bar were onoe prevented by & 
fiolent storm from crossing a ferry called Ballinlaw. Among 
its members there was a Mr. Ctesar Colclough, whose usual 
traveling appendages consisted of a pair of saddle-bags. Mag- 
nanimously heedless of danger, he flung the luggage into tb« 
boat, and ordered that it should proceed. Busbe, somewhat 
disconcerted, penned his revenge in the following impromptu : 

'• While meaner aoole the tempeit keeps in BWO, 
Intrepid CulcloDgh, crossing Ballinlaw, 

' You carry Cietar and — hit laddte-lagi ." " 

A relative of Bushe's, not remarkable for his Hindoo ablu^ 
tions, once applied to him for a remedy for a sore thrrat. 
" Why," said Bushe, gravely, "fill o pail with water, as wann 
as you can bear it, till it reaches up to your knees ; then toka 
a pint of oatmeal, and scrub your lags with it for a quarter 
of an hour " " Why, hang it ! man," interrupted the other, 
" this is nothing more than teasid?)^ one's feet." " Certably, 
my dear John," said he, " I do admit it is open to that objection." 

There is an impromptu of his upon two political agitators 
of the day who had declined an appeal to arms, one on ao- 
count of his wife, the other from the afieotion in which b» 
held his daughter : 

" Two ieroM of Eiir, nljhorrent of slangliter. 
Improved on the Hebrew command — 
' One honored W» wife and the other hi* daoghtpr, ' 

That ? their dsjs might be long in tba land.' " 
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We have seareely time to linget, though in such pleasant 
company ; but one more Titot of Bushe'e can not be omitted. 
Although attached to what was called the Tory party, and, 
ia Tirtae of that attachment, their solicitor general, he was 
more than suspected of entertaining Uberal opinioUE, partieu- ' 
lariy on the Koman Catholic Question. During; the reign of 
the Duke of Richmond, politics ran high, and it ii needless to 
Specify the banner of his grace. The duke, ho-wever, as a con- 
vivial spirit, much cultivated — as who would not ? — the so-' 
diety of his accomplished solioitoi general. Dining one day 
*ith a right trusty Orangeman and "something more," the 
eharter toast, as a matter of course, wasgivim. Bushe seemed 
to hang lire. The duke vociferated, " Come, come, Mr. So- 
Hcitor, do justice for once to the ' immortal memory.' " Hours 
passed on, and the master of the revels did it such ample and 
such repeated justice, that at last he tumbled fiom his chair. 
The duke immediately raised and re-installed him. '■ Well, 
my lord duke," said Bushe, " this is indeed retribution. At- 
tached to the Catholics you may declare me to be-^but, at all 
events, I never assisted at the elevation of the Host."* 
• In Bushe's eloquence, as in his wit, there is no effort virible 
—no. Straining after efiect. And yet the effect is produced: 
The language, the look, the action wonderfully harmonize. 
The words, which flow from his lipa so snwothly and so 
sweetly, tell not more surely en his audience than does tha 
gesture which accompanies them. The passions invited by 
the incantations of bis tongue seem to dwell for the moment 
on his countenance. Tliere never, perhaps, lived a more splen- 
did illustration of the mighty Greek's eulogy on aoti(»i. Every 
ittitude is grace ; every pause, expression ; every play of the 
features a visible portraiture of the thoughts uttered, and th« 
aincerity which seems to inspire them. While Bushe enchaina 
you by the magics of his diction, he also so enchants you by the 
charm of hia manner, that ear, and eye, and understanding 
uwn the ipell togethei. Bushe sustained on the, bench Ilia 
* Bm relatione Sir Bobert Peel. 
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fame aa an orator, but he was no longer xhe advocate. Be- 
tween high and low, rich and poor, friend and enemy, he made 
no distinction, seeing in eai^h and all only his fellow-man in- 
voking justice ; and, withaut favor, or aHection, ox hogtihty, 
justice he administered. 

" In Israel's courfB there sat do Abethdin 
Of more diaceraing eyes, or hands moie clean." 
I believe he was himself the only skeptic aa to hia deserved 
pre-eminence. There were occagions on which he was ac- 
tually timid. Never shall I forget the state of nervous ex- 
citement into which he worked himself on being summoned to 
give evidence before the Irish committee in the House of Lords 
in 1839. I Ibink I see him at this moment ae I saw him 
then, hawking his carpet bag fuU of documents up and down 
the corridors, now walking himself out of breatli, now paus- 
iiig to recover it, now eyeing the bag, on which be much 
counted, and again gazing about in absolute bewilderment. 
At last, in much perturbation, he exclaimed, " The charac- 
ter of a witness is new to me, Phillips. I am familiar with 
nothing here. The matter on which I come is most Important. 
I need all my self-possession ; and yet I protest to you I have 
only one idea, and that is, Lord Brougham cross-examin- 
ing me.'" My reply consoled him but little. "Indeed, 
chief, I rather think you fortunate in meeting your retribution 
here. There can be no doubt that all the cross-examinations 
of your hfe will be expiated by you to-day." I laughed at 
him without scruple, as I knew well he had nothing to fear 
either for himself or from his imaginary tormentor. Little 
then did either of us think that the time was near {alas ! 
tbo near) when that day's ordeal was thus to be chronicled 
by tbo kind and kindred spirit whoso scrutiny so alarmed him : 
"On one remarkable occasion," says Lord Brougham, in his 
Statesmen., "I saw Chief-justice Buahe examined as a witness, 
upon matter partly of fact and partly of opinion. No one 
whoheard that very remarkable examination could avoid form- 
ing the most exalted estimate" of his judicial talents. Many 
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of the questions to which he necess&rily addressed himself 
were involved In party controversy, excitirLg on one side and 
the other great heats, yet never was a more calm or a more 
fair tone than that which he took and preseTved throughout. 
Some of the points were of great nicety, but the discrimina- 
tion with which he handled them was such as seemed to re- 
move all difficulty, and dispel whatever obscurity clouded the 
subject. The choice of his words was most felicitous ; it al- 
ways seemed as if the form of expression was selected which 
was the most peculiarly adapted to convey the meaning, with 
perfect simplicity, and without the least matter of exaggera- 
tion or of softening. The manner of giving each sentence, 
too, hetokened an aniiety to give the very truth ; and the 
slowness oftentimes showed that each word was cautiously 
weighed. There was shed over the whole the grace of a do- 
livery altogether singular for its combined suavity and dignity. 
All that one had heard of the wonderful fascination of his 
manner, both at the har and upon the bench, became easily 
credible to those who heard his evidence." After this day's 
introduction, Lord Brougham cultivated the intimacy of 
Bushe ; and this consummate judge of men and manners thus 
relates the impression made on him by his accomplished guest 
in private intercourse ; " Nothing, indeed, could be more de- 
lightful than his conversation. It had no effort — not the least 
attempt at display ; and the few moments that he spoke at a 
time, all persons wished to have been indefinitely prolonged. 
There was a conciseness and point in his expressions which 
none who heard him could forget. The power of narrative, 
which so greatly distinguished him at the bar, was marvel- 
ously shown in his familiar conversation ; but the shortness, 
the condensation, formed, perhaps, the feature that took most 
hold of the hearer's memory." Lord Brougham alludes to a. 
dinner at which Bushe earned this brilliant panegyric. He 
forgets to say, however, that he was himself the host, and 
that his hospitable and splendid board was on that occasion 
Eunounded by men among whom distinction was indeed most 
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difficult. It is remembered in Grafton Street as "the dinner 
of the chiefs," and 'xa.6 got up on purpose to do honor to the 
stranger. There were tvo ex-chancellors, one chief baron, 
and four chief justices I an assemblage to which Ireland con- 
tributed Bushe and Doberty, neither of tbem impediments 
either to the wit or the wine. There were also Lords AbJn- 
' ger and Denman, and one whose loss England will long mourn 
— Chief-justice Tindal. When to these names I add the noble 
host himself, and Lord Lyndhuist (a host in himself), need I 
say that the party was perfection ? It was, however, some- 
what difficult of achievement. Bushe had declined, and ths 
task of securing him was assigned-to me. A task it wan. 
He dreaded the dinner almost aa much as the cross-examina- 
tion. " He felt in a strange place" — " infirmities were grow- 
ing on hira" — "there conld be no old aBsociations in such a 
company" — besides, " for the last four years be had never 
dined out of bis own house." Such were the excuses beneath 
which he strove to hide the timidity which made him hesi- 
tate. At length, however, be yielded, and " the old man el- 
oquent" soon gave token of what life's ntionday must have 
been, by the serene and sot^ened radiance of the evening. He 
was the delight of every one, and bad tribute paid to him by 
those who were themselves accustomed to receive it. As 
there is no authorized record of Bushe's eloquence extant, I 
hesitate much in extracting even the few following specimens, 
which I have found in the publications of the day. They 
are selected from a former compilation of mine, a volume of 
which has had the invaluable advantage of his own revision, 
and which has been kindly intrusted to me by his sons. Even 
though divested of the graces of his deUvery, they still will 
well repay perusal, 

DESCEIPTION o 



■' Gentlemen,— It leqoiiea obdurste and habitual vice and 
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practiced depravity lo overbear the natural workiiigs of the 
human heart : this unfortiiDate woman had not Btrenglh far- 
ther to resist. She had been WuceJ — ehe had been depraved 
— her sou! was burdened with a guilty secret, but she was 
young in crime and true to nature. She could no longer bear 
the load of hei own conscience ; ahe wae overpowered by the 
generosity of an injured husband, more keen, than any re- 
proaches ; she was incapacitated from any farther dissimula- 
tion ; she flung herself at his feet — ' I am unworthy,' she eX" 
claimed, ' of such tenderness and such goodness : it is too late 
—the villain has ruined me and dishonored you ; I am guilty-.* 
Gentlemen, I told you I should confine myself to facts, I 
have scarcely made an observation. I will not affront my 
client's case, nor your feelings, nor my own, by common-plac- 
ing upon the topic of the plaintitTs sufierings. You are- 
Christians — men ; your hearts must describe for me. I can 
not — I affect not humility in saying that I can not — no advo-' 
cate can, as I told you : youi* hearts must be the advocates. 
Conceive this unhappy nobleman, in the bloom of life, sur- 
rounded with every comfort, eialted by high honor and dis*' 
tinctiona, enjoying great property^ the proud proprietor of an 
elevated rank and a magnificent mansion — the pronder pro- 
prietor, a few hours before, of what he thought an innocent 
and an amiable woman — the happy father of children whom 
he loved, and loved the more as children of the wife whom 
he adored — precipitated in one hour into an abyss of misery 
which no language can represent — loathing hit rank, despis- 
ing hia wealth, cursing the youth and health that promised 
nothing but the protraction of a wretched existence — looking' 
lound upori every worldly object with disgust and despair, and 
finding in this complicated woe no principle of. consolation 
except the consciousness of not having deserved it. Smote to 
the earth, this unhappy man forgot not his chaiacter : ha 
raised the guilty and lost penitent from his feet ; he lefl: hei 
punishment to her conscience and to Heaven — her pardon lie 
reserved to himself. The tendemesB and generosity of liis 
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nature prompted him to instant mercy ; he forgave her — he 
prayed to God to forgive her : he told her she should be re- 
stored to the protection of her father — that until then her se- 
cret should he preserved and her feelings respected, and that 
her fall from honor should b« as 'easy as it might. But theia 
was a fbrgiveness for which she supplicated, and 'which he 
sternly refused : ha refused that forgiveness which implies 
the roeanrtess of the person who dispenses it, and which ren- 
ders the clemency valueless, because it makes the man des- 
picable ; he refused to take back to his arms the tainted and 
faithless woman who had betrayed him ; he refused to expose 
himself to the scorn of the world and to his own contempt : 
he submitted to misery — he could not brook dishouor." 

There is no remark annexed to this passage by the gifled 
speaker, hut it is very curious, at this distance of time, to read 
in marginal notes his own criticism on some of the quotations. 
He was a more severe censor on himself than he would have 
been on any body else. Thus, on the very beautiful speech de- 
livered from the chair of the Historical Society of Dublin Col- 
lege, on closing its twenty-fourth, session, in June, 1794, 1 find 
in his handwriting " moithf puerile — 1827." Ho has, how- 
ever, corrected the whole speech carefully, and to the follow- 
ing passage appended the word "good." He might have gone 
farther. The striking figure contained in it seems to me one 
of those which, in Lord Brougham's words, is " an argument 
in itself." " But let me repeat, what I can not say too often, 
that the voluntary nature of this association — the independ- 
ence of its Constitution — is the essence of such an institution 
as this ; every thing that would abridge that freedom would 
go toward your destruction. Every thing that would make 
you more a collegiate appendage, would make you less the 
Historical Society. Your pursuitB, which are the belles let- 
Ires, languished in college ; they have flourished in this socie- 
ty — they can never be forced ii\ any soil — the principle of em- 
ulation alone can produce them, and emulation is neither soli- 
tary ntMT compulsory. K it is attempted to be applied to iui 
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Bulated individuals, it will peiish, like the electric shock, the 
moment it ia communicated, and nevec go beyond the persoa 
who receives it ; if one epark is struck in a society united and 
connected by the chain of sympathetic ambition, it will luu 
tbioiigh them B.11 from the first to the last, and every man of 
them will feel its influence tingle through him." To some 
of the extracts he prelixes, " I think not good ;" to others, 
"bad." Opposite to the following there is no remark, so we 
may take foe granted that even his fastidiousness found no 
fault with it : "What man can answer for himself iu going 
into such a self-constituted political society ? His first steps 
are deliberate, his motives are good — his passions warm as he 
proceeds — the applause, never given to moderation, intoxicates 
him — the vehemence of debate elates, the success of eloquence 
inflames him — he begins a patriot, he ends a revolulioaist. 
Is this fancy or history? I well remember — ^who can forget ? 
— the first National Assembly of France. Composed of every 
thing the most honorable, gallant, venerable, and patriotic in 
that kingdom ; called together for the noblest and the purest 
purposes, the nobility and the prelacy united with the repro- 
sentatives of the people, and the three estates promised the re- 
generation of the country. What was the result 1 The wise, 
and the good, and the virtuous were put down or brought over 
by the upstart, and the factious, and the demagogue ; they 
knew not the lengths they were going ; they were drawn on 
by an increasing attraction — step after step, and day af^er day 
— to that vortex in which have been buried even the ruins of 
every establishment, religious and political, and from whosa 
womb has sprung that colossal despotism which now frowns 
upon mankind. What has become of that gallant nobility t 
Where are the pious prelates of that ancient kingdom 7 One 
by one, and crowd by crowd, they have fallen on the scafiold, 
or perished by insurrection. Some, less fortunate, drag out ft 
mendicant exile in foreign lands ; and others, condemned to a 
harder fate, have taken refuge in a tyrant's court, and are ex- 
piating the patriotism of their early by the seirility of theii 
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latter daya. • • * * What man in a popular and 
Belf-coQstituted assembly would venture to interrupt^ The 
very nature and conHtitutioE of the aseembly generates dan- 
ger and encourages excess. Compaie Euch a conBtitution with 
the established authorities of the land, all controlled, confiued 
to their Tespective spheres, balanciog and gravitating to each 
other — all symmetry — all order — all harmony. Behold, on 
the other hand, this prodigy in the political hemispheie, with 
eccentric course and portentous glare, bound by no attraction 
— disclaiming any orbit — disturbing the system, and affright- 
ing the world \" Bushe was constantly claimed by the lib- 
erals as a friend in disguise. His principles seemed to me to 
be soundly constitutional, with a leaning, if to any party, 
toward Conservatism. Among his papers was found a Chris- 
tiau treatise ; and one of his earliest productions was an anti- 
dote to the Tevolutionary theories of Paine. " I lov^liberty," 
he writes, " as much as Mi. Faine, but differ from him in my 
opinion of what it is. I pant not for the range of a desert, 
unbounded, barren, and savage, but prefer the limited enjoy- 
ments of cultivation, whose confines, while they restrain, pro- 
tect us, and add to the quality more than they deduct from 
the quantity of my freedom. This I feel to be my birthright 
BB a subject of Great Britain, and I can not but tremble for 
my happiness when a projector recommends that we should 
level the wise and ancient landmarks, break down the fences, 
and disSgure the face of every inheritance. I have no wish 
to return to the desert in search of my natural rights : I con- 
sider myself to have exchanged them for the better, and am 
determined to stand by the bargain." 

A very incomplete estimate of Bushe's powers can be form- 
ed by the mere perusal of the few specimens which I have 
thus presented. Beautiful as the language unquestionably is, 
its effect is comparatively lost on paper. He was emphatical- 
ly the ORATOR OF MANNER. I am not disposed to shelter my 
own opinions under the authority of a name, however great, 
or however much I may both love and venerate it. Never- 
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theleas, I can not refuse to this great man's memory a tenti' 
mony which I know, weie he alive, he 'would prize before that 
of any living perBon on such a subject. And well indeed he 
might. Most assuredly, if the laudari a laudato was ever 
precious, it is precious here. " His merit as a speaker," writes 
Lord Brougham, " was of the highest order. Hia power of 
narration has not, perhaps, been equaled. If any one would' 
see this in. its greatest perfection, be baa only to read the in- 
ioiitable speecb on the TrimbleatoH cause. The narrative of 
Livy himself does not surpass that great eFort. Perfect Bim- 
plicity, but united with elegance ; a lucid arrangement and 
unbroken connection of all the facts ; the constant introduction 
of the most picturesque expressions, but never as ornaments ; 
these, the great qualities of narratlDa, accompbsh its great end 
and purpose ; they place the story and the scene before the 
hearer o^the reader aS if be had witnessed the reality. It 
is unnecessary to add, that the temperate, and chaste, and even 
subdued tone of the whole is unvaried and unbroken ; but 
such praise belongs to every part of this great speaker's ora- 
tory." This is praise indeed ! Alas I that it should be ofiered 
on the grave '. But so it is. Within that sad and mournful 
asylum are now inumed the tongue which spoke in music, the 
eye which now flashed fire, now beamed with sweetnesB, the 
brow on which expression sat enthroned, and all the graces 
which adorned, and all the virtues which gave dignity to life. 
Koble and beloved old man ! Upon that honored grave let 
me too shed the unavailing tear, and cast the tributary gatlaad. 

Munere." 

. And lo ! prominent in the crowd stands Peter Burrowes. 
Peter Burrowes, the friend of Grattan, of Flunket, of Tone,, 
and to the last, and devotedly, of the exiled Emmett. He 
was a most singular personage, uniting to an intellect the 
most profound the most childlike simplicity. Though walk- 
ing on the earth, he seldom saw oi heard any thing around 
him. As he rolled bis portly figure through the streets, his. 
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hands in his breeches pockets, and his eyes glaring on his old- 
, est friend as if he had never seen him, it was plain to all men 
that Peter vaa ia the moon. It is recorded of him, that, on. 
circuit, a. brother barrister found him at break fast- time stand- 
ing by the fire with an egg in his hand and his watch in the 
saucepan !* This absence of mind waa invincible, and some- 
timea produeed the most ludicrous effects. I was present once 
when, in a case of critn. con., intaiding to cast ridicule or 
something worse upon the opposing counsel, he thus broke 
forth, with his most unniusical voice and gasping enunciation : 
" But, gentlemen, did you observe the glowing description my 
young fiteod gave of the lady ? With what gusto he dwelt 
upon each charm ! May heaven, forgive me, but strange 
thoughts toTced themselves uppermost ! The couplet of the 
poet dashed on me as he p'oceeded— 
" ' He best can paint a star 

Who fitat bas dippfed hie pencil in — ' " 
His breath here caught, snd he came to a dead stop ; a roar 
from the bat broke upon his silence, when the unconscious 
Peter, looking as if but just awake, brayed out to his junior, 
" In the name of Providence, what are they alilaughingat ?'! 
and be gave, aa was his custom, a very elongated grunt. The 
odd stop, the vacant stare, the somewhat terrified interroga- 
tory, produced an efieot that baffles all description. Let it 
' not be supposed that, in relating these harmless pecuharities, 
I would have it understood that this man had not qualitias 
vastly overbalancing them. It would be doing a double in- 
justice to him and to myself Devoid of every grace and 
every art, ungainly in figure, awkward in action, and discord- 
ant in voice, no man more riveted the attention of an audience 
or more repaid it. His mind was cfthe very highest order ; 
his manner foiced the conviction of his sracerity, and his ai- 
gumentswere clothed in language ohaste and vigorous. For 
pare, simple, absorbing, unadorned narrative, there oan be 
nothing fiaei than, hie speech against B.obinsoa for bigamy. 

* 0ritK<in'( Life and Timf4. 
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It ie quite perfect. What can be more beautiful than the fol- 
lowing portraiture of a daughter's value ? " Gentlemen, the^ 
hapless heroine of the sad story of this tmfortunate family was 
but in her eixteenth year- She was in hei person lovely, in 
her manners interesting, iu female accomplishments eminent- 
ly cultivated, in domestic virtues and female duty pre-emi- 
nent. She had an ardent and elevated mind — a warm and 
afieotionate heart. She was the delight of her parents at 
home, their pride abroad, the solace of their labors and their 
cares, and the anticipated hope and joy of their declining years. 
The love of ofispriag, the most forcible of all our instincts, is 
even stronger toward the female than the male child. It is 
■wise that it should be to — it is more wanted ; it is just that 
it should be so — it is more requited. There is no pillow on 
which the head of a parent, anguished by sickness or by sor- 
low, can so sweetly repose as on the bosom of an affectionate 
daughter. Her attentions are unceasing. She is never vt- 
teily fores-familiated. The boy can afibrd occasional comfort 
and pride to his family ; they may catch glory from his celeb- 
rity, and derive support from his acquisitions, but he never can 
communicate the sohd and unceasing comforts of life whidi 
are derived from the care and tender solicitude of the female 
child : she seems destined by Providence to be the solace and 
happiness of her parents." This description, so true to nature, 
was not uselessly or ostentatiously introduced. It was nee* 
easary to his case, and exhibits skill and judgment. 

His character of Mr. Grattan is worthy of perusal, both for 
its justice and its eloquence. It was spoken in reply to some 
remarks of the late Lord Londonderry during the violence of 
the Union debates. Mr. Gratian not being present, there was 
a general call upon Mr. Burrowes, as his friend, so that the 
sketch thus felicitously thrown off was altogether without pro- 
meditatioD. " I feel but little any portion of the noble lord's 
obloquy whicb may attach to me or my humble efibrts ; but 
, I own I can not repress my indignation at the audacious bold- 
ness of the calunmy which would asperse one of the most ex- 
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alted characters 'which any nation ever produced, and that in 
a couutiy which owes ita libettiea. and itB greatnera to the en- 
ergy of his exertions, and in the Tciy house which has so often 
heen the theater of his glorious laboit and splendid achieve- 
ments. I lemember that man the theme of universal pane- 
^ric — the wonder and the boast of Ireland for his genius and 
his virtue. His name silenced the skeptic upon the reality of 
genuine patriotism. To doubt the purity of his motives was 
a heresy which no man dared to ntter. Envy was lost in ad- 
miration, and even they whose crimes he scourged blended 
extorted praises with the murmurs of resentment. He cov- 
ered over the uniledged Constitution with the ample wingB 
of his talents, as the eagle covers her young : like hei he 
soared, and like her he could behold the rays, whether of royal 
favor or of royal anger, with undazzted, unintimidated eye. 
If, according to Demosthenes, to grow with the growth, and 
to decay with the decline of our country, be the true criterion 
of & good citizen, how infinitely did this man, even in the mo- 
ment of his lowest depression, surpass those upstart patriots 
who only become visible when their country vanishes 1 

" Sir, there is something singularly curious, and, aocordiDg 
to my estimation of things, enviable, In the fate of this great 
man. His character and his consequence are, as it were, vi- 
tally interwoven with the greatness of his country : the one 
can not be high and the other low — the one can not stand and 
the other perish. This was so well understood by those who 
have BO long meditated to pat down the Conatitutioa of Ire- 
land, that, feehng they could not seduce, they have incessant- 
ly labored to calumniate her most vigilant sentinel and ablest 
champion. They appealed to every unguarded prejudice, to 
every assailable weakness, of a generous but credulous people : 
they watched every favorable moment of irritation or of terror 
to pour in the detested poison of calumny. Sir, it will be 
found, on a retrospect of Ireland since 1782, that her liberties 
never received a wound that a correspondent stab was not 
leveled at his character ; uid when it was vainly hoped that 
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his imperiEhable fame was laid iu the dust, the time waM 
deemed ripe ibi the extinction of our CooEtiCution. Sir, theie 
iropiouB labors can not finally succeed. Glory and liberty ai« 
Dot easily efiikced. Grattan aud the Coustilution will surviTe 
the Btonn." 

The following description of the injustice and eererity itf 
the penal code in Ireland will be read with the mora pleasure, 
as all its barbarous Testigee are now removed. Who can 
wonder at the errors or excesses of a people at once injured 
and insulted by such misguided policy t 

" Gentlemen, it would be a bitter reflection on your char- 
acter as Irishmen to presume yeu to be hostile to the princk- 
pies or pursuits of the Catholic ccraunittee. Persuaded I am 
that, whatever your religkoi may be, or your zeal for that re- 
ligion — whatever your natural, manly, and constitutional ha- 
tred of slavish principles — whatever your predilection for your 
.own cEced may be, there is not a. man of you who does not 
rejoice at the blessinp which have flowed from the breaking 
down of the penal code. Some of you are old enough to re- 
member this country in a stale of the lowest degradation. 
Half a century back it was go squalid and contemptible that 
any stranger, whom chance or curiosity brought to our shoref, 
entered with tnror, and left them with disgust. No historian, 
no tour-writer named Ireland but in terms of reproach. Ths 
code which caused this lamentable condition has been Inoken. 
in upon by Protestant tib^ahty going hand in hand with 
- Cathohc zeal. It was a code calculated to degrade the Cath- 
olics, not' merely to the state of the beasts of the fleld, but far 
beneath them ; to deprive them not only of every natural and 
civil right, but of every thing that could improve or embellish 
the nature of man. Every inlet of knowledge waa closed 
against them. No Roman Catholio could bo taught even tfao 
rudiments of leaming'but upon the termB of abdicating hn 
principles and surrendering his conscience by renouncing his 
creed. Harsh measures were adopted to keep their minda as - 
groveling as theii personal condition was al^ect. Sat a lay 
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of light could approach them except such pilfered literature 
as per£ecut«il pedagogues could convey, or such barbarous 
philosophy as could be Eupplied from foreign universities, un- 
der the severest prohibitions ; as if ignorance were an antidote 
to superstition — as if the light of science would extinguish the 
light of the Gospel I" 

No apology, I am sure, is necessary for the introduction of 
these quotations. It would have been an injustice to a most . 
superior maa to let his delineation consist merely of his whim- 
sicalities. Art had nothing at all to do with Feter Burrowes. 
He was a pure child of nature — a creature of impulses, all 
leading in a right direction. 

Peter repaid the friendship of Lord Flunket with a return 
almost bordering on idolatry. In the memorable contest be- 
tween his friend and Mr. Croker for the representation of the 
University of Dublin, the state of the poll might have beea 
gathered from his aspect — bright or black, as the votes hap- 
pened to preponderate. At last victory declared itself, and 
out he rushed into the court-yard, as thoroughly intoxicated 
with joy as was ever Irish gentleman with whisl^y. In aught 
which affected the interests of his friend, his faculties enlisted 
themselves till they became perfectly bewildered. Some still 
living, perhaps, may remember hia motion in the case of 
Hodges, the publisher, respecting the speech of Robert Em- 
mett- It was a subject which deeply affected the feelings of 
Mr. Plunket, and no wonder. Emmett was represented aa 
having in his speech, when called up for judgment, reproached 
him as the teacher of the principles for which he was about 
to Gufier ; as having been the constant guest at his father's 
table ; and of having, atier being warmed in his very bosom, 
stung his child to death : a dreadful accusation, but never 
made, and utterly unfounded. The charge, however, was 
persisted in with malignant perseverance, Mr. Plunket had, 
in two several affidavits, hoped he had sufficiently established 
his vindication. The hope, however, was a vain one. There 
is nothing which possesses such vitality as slander. Dissect 
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it as you may, the dissevered serpent will still quiver with a, 
simulated aDimation. He was compelled to appear in court 
again, and the following is an extract from his third affidavit. 
After denying the imputations stated ahove, he proceeds to 
vindicate his having spoken at all, when, in fact, the prisoner, 
CO far from denying his guilt, gloried in its avowal, and almost 
invoked an adverse verdict. " This deponent says (hat he was 
then of opinion that it would be of some service to the public 
that this deponent should avail himself of the public oppor- 
tunity of speaking to the evidence in the said trial, by point- 
ing out the folly and wilduess, as well as the wickedness, of 
the treasonable conspiracy which at that time existed. And 
this deponent says, that in the observations which be made on 
the said trial, this deponent did remark on the unworthy use 
which the said Robert Emmett had made of his rank in so- 
ciety, and of his high abihties, in endeavoring to dissatisfy tho 
lower orders of laborers and mechanics with their lot in life, 
and engaging them in schemes of revolution, from which they 
could reap no fruit but distress and death. And this deponent 
did also remark on the danger and ruin to which the said 
Robert Emmett had exposed his country, by having proposed 
(aa this deponent conceives the fact to be) to call in the assist- 
ance of the French. But this deponent says that he is not 
conscious of having made use of any expressions, on that oc- 
casion, which were calculated to give unnecessary pain to the 
eaid Robert Emmett, or which in any degree departed from 
the respect which was due to a gentleman in his unfortunate 
sitaatioii." I have spoken elsewhere on this subject, and given 
Mr. Plunket's own reasons for having spoken at all — the only 
charge, in fact, on. which Lis bitterest enemies could rest. 
Valeant quaittum. Every body knows that he had three 
aamea — "William Conyngham Pluaket ; and no one knew it 
better than Burrowes, who, as his oldest and most familiar 
friend, was intrusted with the motion. Poor Peter, big with 
its importance, was himself no longer. He read, but under- 
stood sot ; he gazed, but law not. " Chaos was come again." 
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His heart began to palpitate ; the throb by degrees mounted 
to his head, till head and heart logettier danced the hays 
through the three luckless names. It was now " Mr. Conyng- 
ham," now " Mr. William Conyngham," now Mr. William 
Flmiket Conyngham ; but by no chance did he ever stumble 
on the right one. 

His grandest exploit, however, in this hne, came off on one 
of the assize towns on his circuit. A murder, which caused 
much excitement, had been committed, and he had to state 
the case for the prosecution. In one hand — having a heavy 
cold — he held a bos of lozenges, and in the other the small 
pistol bullet by which the man met his death. Ever and 
anon, between the pauses in his address, he kept supplying 
himself with a lozenge, until at last, in the very middle of 
a sentence, his bosom heaving and his eyes starting, a perfect 
picture of horror, Peter bellowed out, " Oh — h — h— gentle- 
men — by the heaven above me — I've siealloieed the bull — 
llet." It is attempted by the orthography to give a faint idea 
of the pronunciation ; as to the manner, neither pen nor pen^ 
cil could convey it. It is gratifying to record, that, through 
Lord Plunket's friendship, tho last days of Burrowes were 
those of ease and contentment. About six years ago he died 
in London, at the age of ninety, in the enjoyment of sixteen 
hundred a year, that being the retiring allowance of an in- 
solvent conuiissioner in Ireland. Some Ehoit time before hie 
death, Lord Flunket, on his way through town to visit Italy, 
called on him to say farewell : it was soon manifest to both 
that it was to be forever ; Lord Piunket was obliged to be as- 
sisted to his carriage, and Burrowes never recovered the shock. 
The friends were to meet no more. He and John Parsons, 
uncle to Lord Rosse, were the first Irish commissioners of in^ 
solvency, and the appointments were understood to have oorne 
just in lime. Kites — in matter-of-fact England prosaically 
called accommodation bills — had long flown between them ; 
so long, indeed, that the flight grew somewhat feeble. Fai- 
Gons was himself an original and & wit. A tall, lanky man. 
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his wa^eriea gained effect from the peculiarity of a lisp. The 
ictrievcd dseociates, on their way to court, for the lirst time 
indulged, as was natural, in mutual gratulaliona. " What a 
lucky hit!" said Peter; "who could have expected it?" 
" Every body, Peter ; what else had we before us hut the ben- 
efit of the act ?" There was a grave literal meaniog about 
FarsoDs's notabilia which at once afEliated them. Oae in- 
Etande occurs ta his answer to a crown solicitor on circuit. 
The man had an awful halt in his gait, and limped hastily 
up to Parsons in the street with, " Pray, Mr. Parsons, did you 
see Mr. MacNally walking this way ?" " Upon my word, 
sir," waa the answer, "I never saw him walking any other 
way." 

But stop ! Who is that square-built, solitary, ascetic-look- 
ing person, pacing to and fro, his hands crossed behind his 
back, 80 apparently absorbed in self — the observed of alt, and 
yet the companion of none ? It ia easy enough to designate 
the man. but diihcult adequately to delineate tbe character. 
Perhaps there never was a person less to be estimated by ap- 
pearances : he is precisely the reverse of what he seema : 
externally cold, yet ardent in his nature ; in manner repuls- 
ive, yet warm, sincere, and steadfast in his friendships ; severe 
in aspect, yet in reality social and companionable — that ia 
Plunket — a man of the foremost rank, a wit, a jurist, a states- 
man, an orator, a logician — the " Irish Gylippus," as Curran 
called, him, "in whom are concentrated all the energies and 
all the talents ofhia country," Eminent at the bar, it is in 
Parliament we see his faculties in their fullest development. 
Yet, in the Irish House of Commons, hia chief displays were 
OQ a aingle question — that of the Union ; and in the British , 
Parliament — that of the Roman Catholic Question. His style 
was peculiar, and almost quite divested of the characteristics 
generally to be found in that of his countrymen. Strong, co- 
gent reasoning — plain, but deep aenae — earnest feeling and 
imagery, seldom introduced except to press the reasoning or 
to illustrate it, were the distinguishing features of hia elo- 
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quence : he Ly no means rejected oTDameat, but he used it 
severely and sparingly ; and though it produced ita effect, h 
was not directly, hut rather collaterally and incidentally. He 
always seemed to speak for a purpose, never for mere display ; 
and his wit, like his splendor, appeared to he struck out by 
the collision of the moment. In this, indeed, his art was su- 
perlative. There were passages which could not have been 
flung off extempore, and must have been the result of very 
elaborate preparation. The following noble burst, fervid 
though it is, seems to me stamped, particularly in its com- 
mencement, with the impress of deep thought. It is extract* 
ed from his speech on the Union, pronounced in the Irish 
House of Commons on the 16th of January, 1800. 

" There are principles of repulsion ; yea, but there are prin- 
ciples of attraction, and.from these the enlightened statesman 
collects the principles by which the countries are to be har- 
moniously governed. As soon would I hstea to the shallow 
observer of nature who should say there is a centrifugal force 
impressed upon our globe, and therefore, iest we should be 
hurried into the void of space, let us rush into the center to 
be consumed there. Ko ; I say to the rash arraignet of the 
dispensations of the Almighty, there are impulses from whose 
wholesome opposition eternal wisdom has declared the law by 
which we revolve in our proper sphere and at our proper dis- 
tance. So I say to the political viaonary, from the opposing 
system which you object to, I see the wholesome law of im- 
perial connection derived. I see the two countries preserving 
their due distance from each other, generating and imparting 
heat, and life, and light, and health, and'vigor; and I will 
abide by the wisdom and experience of the ages which are 
past, in preference to the speculations of any modem philoso- 
pher. Sir, I warn the ministers of this country against per- 
severing in their present system. Let them not presume to 
offer violence to the settled principles, or to shake the attached 
loyalty of the country. Let them not persist in the wicked 
and desperate doctrine which places British connection in eoa* 
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tiadiction to Irisli freedom. I revere them both. It has 
been the habit of my life to do bo. For the present Consti- 
tution I am ready to make any sacrifice. I have proved it. 
For British connection I am ready to lay down my life. My 
actions have preved it. Why have I done so ? Because I 
consider that connection essential to the freedom of Ireland. 
Do not, therefore, tear asunder, to oppose each other, the prin- 
ciples which are identical in the minds of loyal Irishmen, 
, For me, I do not hesitate to declare, that if the madness of 
the Hevolutionist should tell me, ' You must sacrifice British 
connection,' I would adhere to that connection in prefeience 
to the independence of my country ; but I have ns little hesi- 
tation in saying that, if the wanton ambition of a minister 
should assail the freedom of Ireland, and compel me to the 
alternative, I would fling the connection to the winds, and I 
would clasp the independenge of my country to my heart. I 
trust the virtue and wisdom of the Irish Parliament and peo- 
ple will prevent the alternative from arising. If it should 
come, be the guilt on the heads of those who make it neces- 
sary." 

There is a fervor burning throughout these impassioned 
words seldom discernible in his English speeches. Indeed, it 
always has appeared to me that there is a palpable diflerenco 
to bo found in the style of this great speaker in the Irish and 
in the imperial Parliament. In the latter, whether from his 
more mature years, or from his studiously adapting himself to 
the genius of the people, he becomes comparatively chastened 
and severe. Although obnoKious to Grattan's admonition to 
Flood, that " an oak of the forest was too old and too great 
to be transplanted at fifty," he ventured, after seven years' 
hesitation, into the English House of Commons. His name 
was scarcely known there, but, on his very first speech, he 
was at once and unanimously recognized as an orator of the 
highest class. He burst abruptly upon Parliament in alt the 
effulgence of his genius. The almost unexpected appearance 
of so brilliant a luminary above the pohtical horizon imme> 
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diately attracted every eye and fixed the public attention. 
It stood alone and incomparable. Neither to the two great 

luminanes which had juat set, nor to the lesser lights which 
still shone, did it,.iu any portioa of its phases, bear resemblance. 
There was nothing of Pitt's majestic diction — nothiog of the 
fierce vehemence of Fox. The sparkling fancy of Canning 
■was not there, nor Sheridan's adorned declamation, nor Wyud- 
ham's Attic graces. He stood alone, isolated and original. 
This speech was delivered in 1807, and was on the Roman 
Calholio Question. Carefully nursing liis fame for bix years 
in silence, he re-entered Parliament i[i 1813, where he spoke 
but twice in two sessions, and both times on (he same subject. 
On each occasion he was eminently successful. In the second 
of these speeches he thus finely alluded to the penal laws : 
" Those mighty instruments, why are they hung up like rnsty 
arms ? Does not every man know that they are endured 
only because they are not executed, and that they never are 
referred to in any discussion whatever without pleading their 
inactivity as the only excuse for their existence ? The taste 
and sense of the public is in this respect a reproach to the 
tardy liberality of the Legistature." In that same speech 
there is a passage happily combining brilliant eloquence with 
sarcasm, the more biting because apparently unintentional. 
It was aildief sed to Abbot, the speaker, an opponent of the 
Roman Catholic claims, and whose duly it was to convey ez 
officio the thanks of the House to the generals to whom they 
had been voted. After referring to the usage at a Roman 
triumph of having a whispered humiliation to lower the vic- 
tor's pride, and a passing allusion to the victories of Welling- 
ton, he said, " But you, sir, while you were binding the wreath 
round the brow of the conqueror, assured him that his viclo- 
rioua followers must never expect to participate in the fruits 
of their valor, but that they who shed their blood in achieving 
the conquest were the only persona who were never to share 
the profits of success in the righiH of citizens I" This was 
keen, polished, and the more cutting, because abundantly de- 
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Kired. It wsB suited alao to the taHt« of his aadience, and 
contTMta curiously to the different style in which he tlius dealt 
■with Lord Casllereagh in hia. native Parliament ; " There 
are no talents too mean, there are no powers too low, for the 
accomplishment of mischief; it ia the condition of our nature ; 
it is part of the mysterious and inscrutable dispensation of 
Providence, that talents, and virtues, and wisdom are neces- 
sary ibi the achievement of great good ; but there is no capa- 
city so vile or so wretched as not to be adequate to the per- 
petration of evil." His speech also on the Roman Catholic 
Question, in February, 1821, absolutely electrified the House, 
and drew irom^ir James Mackintosh the declaration that 
".it proved him to be the greatest master of eloquence and 
TeasoDing then existing in public life." It is a model of co- 
gent and profound reasoning, intpaseioned declamation, and 
the happiest historical allusions. But it affords little oppor- 
tunity of selection and citation. One passage, however, de- 
eervea a record. After referring to the many great men who 
bad borne their parts in the discussion of the question, he says, 
" Walking before the sacred images of the illustrious dead, as 
in a public and solemn procession, shall we not dismiss all 
party feeling, all angry passions and unworthy prejndiees ? 
I will not talk of past disputes ; I will not mingle in this act 
of national justice any thing that can awaken personal ani- 
mosity." 

There is a faculty possessed by him, of very rare acquisition, 
and certainly exercised vrith a facility without example — that 
of embodying his whole argument in some simile or allusion, 
never expected, but still marvclously and felicitously appro- 
priate. This can net be better exemplified than by tho noble 
image so justly lauded by Lord Erougham in hia sketch of 
Mr. Grattan, It is taken fiom one of hia speeches in the Irish 
Court of Chancery, where, adverting to the limitation of suits 
by lapse of time, he so finely says, "Time is ever mowing 
down, with his scythe in one hand, the evidences of title, 
whereibte the humane and considerate wisdom of the law 
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places in his other hand aa hour-glass, by which he tnetes out 
tlie periods of possesEioa that shall supply the place of the mu- 
niments the scythe has destroyed." Surfely never before, fmm 
materials so ordinary, nay, homely, was so just and beautiful 
an illustration deduced. The skill, too, with which he extri- 
cated himself from a difficulty was often admirable. Thus, 
in the debate on the Reform Bill, when compelled to reconoilo 
his former hostility to such changes with his present advocacy 
of that great measure, he said, " In those days reform came 
like a feloa, and was to be resisted ; it now comes as a cred- 
itor ; yon admit the justice of the demand, and only haggle on 
the instalments by which it shall be paid." 

During the greater portion of Mr. Plunket's professional hfo, 
he almost exclusively confined his practice to the Court of 
Chancery, a court affording but few opportunities (or any dis- 
play of eloquence. This is much to be regretted, and all will 
think so who have been fortunate enough to hear any of his 
addresses to a jury. To those who have not, let me present 
the following noble passage from his speech, when, as attorney 
general, he prosecuted the rioters in the celebrated " bottle 
case," during the vice-royalty of the Marquis Wellesley, on the 
3d of February, 1823. The nature of the orator's mind pre- 
cludes the idea that what might at first sight seem a digres- 
sion was-«ne in reality. He never did any thing merely for 
display. The allusion to Wilham the Third was forced upon 
him by the nature of the trial, and nothing can be more ad- 
mirable than the skill displayed in it, when it is remembered 
that it was a paramount object to conciliate the Orange jury 
he was addressing. Considered merely as a historic sketch, it 
seems to me, for depth of thought, condensed and nervous ex- 
pression, masterly results, and a noble and inspiring eloquence, 
worthyof the highest place in English literature. "Perhaps," 
said he, " my lords, there is not to be found in the annab of 
history a character more truly great than that of William the 
Third. Perhaps no person has ever appeared on the theater 
of the world who has conferred more essential or more lasting 
Q3 
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benefits on mankind : on these countrieB, certainly none. 
When 1 look at the abstract meritB of his character, I con- 
template him with admiration and reverence. Lord of a pet- 
ty principality, destitute of all resources but those with which 
nature bad endowed him, regarded with jealousy and envy by 
those whose battles he fought, thwarted in all his councils, 
embarraEsed in all his movemeatB, deserted in his most crit- 
ical enterprises, he continued to mold all those discordant ma- 
terials — to govern all these ■warring interests ; and merely by 
the force of his genius, the ascendency of his integrity, and the 
immovable firmness and constancy of his nature, to combine 
them into an indissoluble alliance against the schemes of des- 
potism and universal domination of the most powerful mon- 
arch in Europe, seconded by the ablest generals, at the Lead 
of the bravest and best-discipUned armies in the world, and 
"wielding, without check or control, the unlimited resources of 
his empire. He was not a consummate general : military 
men will point out his errors : in that respect. Fortune did not 
favor hira, save by throwing the luster of adversity over all 
his virtues. He sustained defeat after defeat, but always rose 
' adver&a rerum im/mersabilis undo,.' Looking merely at his 
shining qualities and achievements, I admire him as I do a 
Scipio, a E.eguluB, a Fabiua — a model of tranquil courage, 
undeviating probity, and armed with a resoluteness and a con- 
stancy in the cause of truth and freedom wbich rendered bim 
superior to the accidents that control the fate of ordinary men. 

" But this is not all, I feel that to him, under God, I am 
at this moment indebted for the enjoyment of the rights which 
I possess as a subject of these tree countries ; to him I owe 
the blessings of civil and religious liberty ; and I venerate hie 
memory with a fervor of devotion suited to his illustrious qual- 
ities and to his godlike acts."* 

On the bench he was remarkable for the care and diligence 
■with which he performed his high judicial duties. Nothing 
could exceed the attention which he bestowed on every case ; 
* Hex V. Forbea and othera. 
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having little regard to their relative importance ; justly coa- 
Bideriag that nothing could come before a judge without call* 
ing for all the care he could bestow on it. Though not claim- 
ing to rank with the Eldons or Mansfielda, either at common 
law 01 in equity, still he had a completely legal understanding ; 
and his judgments abundantly attest this, whether dealing 
with the law or the facts. Several of his decrees in the Court 
of Chancery had been reversed by his successor. Sir Edv^ard 
Sugden, one of the greatest equity lawyers that Westminster 
Hall over produced ; but the reversals were afterward, in. 
Eome cases, set aside by the House of Lords. In one of these, 
his judgment was sustained against that of this great juris- 
consult on a point of property law, a department which the 
latter had almost made his own. 

When in Parliament, Mr. Plunket filled such a space as a 
senator in the public eye that justice has scarcely been done 
to his merits as an advocate in the courts of law. Yet he yvoB 
a great and a succeEsful one. The marvelous power which 
is said, in 1821, to have converted nine hostile votes oa the 
Koman Catholic Question in. the British House of Commons, 
lost none of its efficacy in an Irish court of law. The grave 
senator, discusaing in Parliament the interests of nations with 
a statesman's wisdom, will hardly be recognized in the dex- 
terous tactician of a country assize. Yet such whs his ver- 
satility, and so much was he at home in each variety of his 
efibrts, that it was difficult to say which deserved tbe prefer- 
ence. When we behold the minister quailing beneath his re- 
buke, the bigot abashed by his exposure or silenced by his rea- 
soning, the slave freed, and the Constitution's outlaw recalled 
and recognized at the mandate of a tongue which taught all 
who heard it that "Attic voices" were no longer mute, im- 
agination itself can scarcely picture him the hero of a country 
court, awakening the wonder of its peasant audience. Yet 
circuit anecdotes enough attest his talent and its exercise. It 
is recorded that, in his own county town of Enniskillen, he de- 
fended a horse-stealer with such consummate tact, that one of 
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the fraternity, in a paroxysm of delight, burst into an excla> 
mation, "Long life to you, Plunket 1 The first horse I Steal, 
bc^B, by Jekurs, I'll have Plunket 1" The Court of Chancery 
latteily monopoliziDg hia attention, all opportunity for display 
was lost. Yet here, so eminently useful was he, that he could 
afibrd to play with his fauuness, deserting it for , Parliament, 
and certain of finding it awaiting his return. 

Tho witticisms of Mr. Plunket had a causticity about them 
which, with many, added to their relish. They were always 
ready, and most of them manifestly struck off at the moment. 
The following is a fair specimen of his promptnees and hta 
sarcaEm. On the formation of the Grenville administration, 
Busha, who bad the reputation of a wuverer, apologized one 
day for his absence from court on the ground that he was 
" cabinet-making." The chancellor maliciously disclosed the 
excuse on his return. " Oh, indeed, my lord 1 that is an oc- 
cupation in which my friend would distance me, as I never 
was either a turner oi b. joiner." Of "a similar character was 
his remark on being told that his successors in the Court of 
Common Pleas had little or nothing to do. "Well, well," 
said he, " they're erjucU to it." A very amusing bon-mot of 
hie in itself precludes the poasihitity of preparation. There 
was a clerk in the Court of Chancery of the name of Moore, 
who plumed himself on his superior penmanship, and an at- 
torney of tjie name .of Morris, an exquisite in his dress, which 
generally had the finish of a bunch of geraniums in his but- 
ton-hole. "Plunket," said Bushe one day while they were 
waiting for the chancellor, " why should this court remind us 
cf the road to Cbester ?" " I give it up," replied Plunket. 
"Don't you see," said Bushe, "we are auAeil'cttman Moore?" 
" Well, Bushe," rqoined Plunket, " I was stupid indeed, with 
Beau Morris opposite me." Being told of the appdntment 
of a person, who had the reputation of indolence, to a judicial 
office where there was little business, " It's the very court for 
him \" he exclaimed ; " it wiU be up every day before himself." 
He could jeit sometimes cYen at hia own expense. Every 
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bcjy knew how acutely he felt his forced reBignafion of the 
Chancellorehip, and his suporsecleas by Lord Campbell. A 
violent tempest arose on the day of his expected arrival, and 
a friend remarking to him how sick of hia promotion the pas- 
sage must have made him, " Yes," said Plunket, ruefully, 
" but it won't make him throw up the seals." This singu- 
lar coinoidence occurs ia the judicial history of Lord Plunket 
and Mr. Curran, that whereas the oae came into collision with 
his party on hia elevation to the bench, so did the other on his 
retirement from it. When the Melbourne adminLstration was 
within three months of its dissolution, the Irish lord chan- 
cellor received a hint that his resignation would not be unac- 
ceptable! Conscious of having performed his high duties with 
honor to himself and utility to the nation, and feehng also 
that be was at that moment in the fullest possession of his 
faculties, he disregarded the intimation. It is not impossible 
that an occurrence, of a few years' standing, personal to him- 
self, was not forgotten on this occasion. On the formation 
of the Canning ministry, he had accepted the ofBee of Master 
of the itoUa in England, but reluctantly gave way to a cabal 
which had been raised against him aa a stranger. Its mem- 
bers forgot how many chancellors the English bar had vouch- 
safed to Ireland — a few, too, whom it could afibrd to spare 
without; loss or inconvenience ; but Lord Plunket did not. 
Doubtless he recollected some of the luminaries before whom 
he had so often pleaded, and felt that his own light, feeblo 
though they thought it, was scarcely extinguished by their 
brilliancy. Finding, therefore, that the rule by which a stran- 
ger, no matter how high his qualifications, was excluded from 
the English bench, was not meant to be reciprocated in Ire- 
land, he felt it to be his bounden duty to the bar to withhold 
his acquiescence. His retiring addiess not only discloses why 
at length that acquiescence was accorded, but contains a hint 
to future ministers (on which Lord John Hussell has most 
wisely and honorably acted) as to the paramount claims of the 
Irish bar to the highest judicial office ia their own country. 
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But though, the Irish chaneellor felt himself, under nil the cir- 
cumstaoceB, compelled to give way, he never forgot or forgave 
what he not uanaturaUy considered both a national and a per- 
sonal indignity, and declined ali {arther association 'with the 
laiDJBter by whom It was oFered. His farewell to the bai is 
not to be misunderstood. " Now, with respect to the particu- 
lar circumstances which have occurred, and the particular 
succession which is about to take place in this court, it will 
become me to say very little. For the individual who is to 
occupy the situation I now fill, I entertain the highest politi- 
cal and personal respect. No one can feel it more ; but I owe 
it as a duty to myself and the members of the bar to state, 
that for the changes which are to take placQ I am not in the 
slightest degree answerable. I have no share in them, and 
have not, directly or indirectly, given them my sanction. In 
yielding my assent to the proposition which has been made 
for my retiring, I have been governed solely by its having been 
requested as a personal iavor by a person to whom I owe so 
much, that a feeling of gratitude would have rendered it mor- 
ally impossible that I could have done otherwise than to re- 
sign. When I look at the bar before me, and especially at 
the number who might have sat efficiently in this judicial 
place, I am bound to say, that for all those great ingredients 
which are calculated to enable them to shine as practitioners, 
as members of the bar, or as gentlemen — for candor, courtesy, 
knowledge, and ability — I challenge competition. I challengo 
the very distinguished bars of either England or Scotland, and 
I do not fear that those I havo the honor of addressing will 
sufier in the comparison. To them, for their repeated kind- 
nesses, I am deeply indebted. I do assure them, when I re- 
tire into quiet life, I will cherish in my heart the afiectionate 
kindness and attention I have experienced at their hands." 

Let us not leave the scene without one passing glance at 
thee, quaint Allen — and at thee, albeit nondescript and inde- 
scribable, old Jerry Keller ! Allen was a person sui generis 
— a phenomenon, a laviret " without guile ;" simple, learned. 
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abstracted ; though in the world, he was scarcely of it. Foiled 
in jour attempts to gain a fellowBhip in Dublin University, 
there can he no doubt that he was somewhat crazed by the 
continued application. For an examination, comprising all 
the sciences and all the classics, carried on in Latin, the prep- 
aration is necessarily painful and laborious. Thus soured in 
the outset of life, he contracted peculiarities with which it 
was not at any time oversafe to tamper. An insolent attor- 
jiey once woefully rued the experiment in the hall of the Four 
Courts, Allen dashing his bar-wig in his face, very nearly 
blinding him. with the powder ! They met, as a matter of 
course. The attorney fired and missed ; Allen, who had pur- 
posely reserved his fire, brandishing his pistol furiously about 
to the imminent danger of all within its range, wildly de- 
manded of his awe-struck second, in whose mind's eye the gal- 
lows largely loomed, "Shall I rush on him with a shout, 

Many still surviving recollect the memorable " appeal of 
murder," Allen being for the appellant, MacNally for the te- 
spondent, and Downes presiding. What a scene it was ! 
The solemn and ponderous old chief almost justified Curran's 
soubriquet of the "Human quagmire," bo awfully did he 
shake. Perplexed, and somewhat terrified, he addressed him- 
self to Allen I " Have you any precedent, sir — any authority 
to cite to us for this most extraordinary proceeding 1" "I 
have, my lord," said Allen, whose enauciatioa was slow, 
measured, and solemn, and whose bearing at the moment by 
no means invited familiarity ; " I have the authority of the 
most august court on record — that of the Athenian Areopa- 
gus." "And I," squeaked out MacNally, "meet it with the 
authority of the immortal Shakspeare — your lordship must 
remember the cut-throat invitation to poor Bamardine : 
' Bainardine, come out and be hanged.' ' Not I,' quoth Bar- 
nardine ; ' it's twt convenient.' " Allen, however, despite the 
Areopagus, produced many and opposite authorities, and drew 
Iftigely from the most recondite sources. Long and sorely did 
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this ohftfe MacNally, upon whom the barbarous Latin and 
the Norman French might, without risk of detection, have 
been palmed for Hebrew. Much did he silently endure, rath- 
er than, expose his deficieno; ; but, at last, page after page of 
gibberish set him almost beside himself. " In the name of 
justice, I ask i(, Is a living man to be eacriliced to the dead 
languages ? Give us plain Enghsh, I demand, at least, the 
benefit of the vernacular" The arguments proceeded. The 
advocates waxed warmer, and Downes shook moat awfully : 
it was little wonder. From the authorities cited, there ap- 
peared every probability that the battle must be fought ; and 
there was Downes, grown gray npott the bench, the very 
model of ermined proprieties — the " Virgin Judge," as he was 
called, about to become, in his old age, a kind of judicial bot- 
tle-holder ! '■ Can it be possiWe," he piteously exclaimed, . 
■' that this ' wager of battle' is seriously insisted on ? Am I 
to understand this monstrous proposition as being propounded 
by the bar ? that we, the judges of the Court of King's Bench 
— the recognized conservators of the public peace, are to be- 
come not merely the spectators, but the abettors of a mortal 
combat? la this what you reqnire of ua?" "Beyond all 
doubt," said Allen; " and from the ancient books, the manner 
of it is thus : Tour lordship is to be elevated on a lofty bench, 
with the open air above you, the public before you, and a spa- 
cious platform beneath you, on which the combatants are to 
do battle till one or both of them dies." "Ay," again shrilly 
squeaked MacNally, " from daylight to dusk, until your lord- 
ship calls out to us, ' I see a star' — such is the consequence 
of Mr. Allen's proceedings I" As good luck, however, would 
have it, at this critical moment the case of Abraham Thorn- 
ton turned lip in England, quite as much to the horror of 
Lord EUenhorough as to the relief of Downes. 

The appeal failing in England, the Irish proceeding shared 
its fate, and the Legislature has since rendered the recurrence 
of ■this barbarous process impossible. Perhaps here it may be 
only right to add, in reference to the Irish chief justice, some 
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of whose peculiarities have been noted, that he was patient, 

painB-taking, and, for the limes, learned. He was, however 
— why, I never was able to ascertain — the object of Mt, Cur- 
raa'a especial aversion. 

Of Keller, Jeremiah' Keller (familiarly called Jerry), it is 
difficult to speak — speaking justly, mirth and melancholy bo 
blend with the recollection. Posaeaaing talents of the very 
highest order, be dwindled into a mere cipher. Capable of 
any thing, he achieved nothing. An independent spirit more 
than counteracted his superior powers. He was ignorant of 
the mean and manifold arts by which blockheads distanced 
him. Simpleton enough to rely on merit in a venal age, when 
all around him was corruption — when the bench was piji- 
cbased by the sale of the country, and it was said of many 
that tbey never had been advocates until they became judges 
— no great wonder Keller rose not. He failed in the very 
elements of success. He sought to gain no character for him- 
self by whispering away another's. He had not conned even 
the alphabet of buggery. He was neither obsequious to an 
attorney's wife, nor amorous of an attorney's daughter, nor 
even ambitious of being an attorney's host. Wben many men 
around him laid out much of tbeii profits upon the prandial 
investme/U, Keller gave no dinners, and so gained no clients. 
This degrading custom was so notorious in those days (now, 
of course, become obsolete), that Grady alludes to the failure 
of the speculation in his own case actually as a reason for re- 
linquishing the profession. He plaintively exclaims, in bjs 
poem called the " Nosegay," 

" I loBt in mutton what I gained by briefs." 

It is- to be hoped that all who embark in similar specula- 
tions may meet a similar result, and find also, to their cost, 
that an attorney's appetite "grows by what it feeds on." 
Keller, at last, worn out by hope deferred, in an evil hour 
sought refuge in society. That wounded spirit, which might 
have lod juries captive or enchained a senate, contented itself 
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■with " setting the table in a roar." The bottle, if it mngt be 
told, became a substitute for the brief; and all that remains 
of talents sadly sacrificed are the random sallies which sprang 
fi'om its inspiration. Bitterly conscious must be ha.Te been 
of this when, seeing Mayne — the dull and solemn Mayne, 
who never learned a laugh — taking his seat upon the bench, 
he was overheard muttering to himself, " What is Newton 
worth, when there's Mayne risen by his gravity, and here's 
ICeller sunk by his levity !" Keller's person was portly, his- 
demcanor grave and sedate, and his whimsicalities so peculiar 
that they might be recognized at once. As Cnrran said, 
"There was no mistaking them — the name icas on the blade!" 
There was on the Munster circuit, wbicb he went, a K.o- 
man Cathoiie barrister of the name of O'Gorman, a most ex- 
cellent man, whom Lord Anglesea did himself credit by pro- 
moting. This gentleman naturally took part in the emanci- 
pation struggle, but, as Keller chose to fancy, somewhat too 
prominently. Observing him one day at the bar mess rather 
mistaking his dish, he called out, " What, O'Gorman ! you, of 
all men, eating meat on a Friday !" " Do you think, Jerry," 
said O'Gorman, "that I have the pope in my stomach?" 
" No ; but quite enough of the Pretender in your head." It 
may easily be surmised, from what has been stated, that Jer- 
ry's law was not weightier than he could carry. He was, 
however, by no means pleased at any allusion to the subject, 
nor very particular in the mode of avenging himself, if it waa 
made. There was a luckless attorney in the city of Cork, 
who happened to have a malformation of the hands. He and 
Keller dii&red at sessions on the construction of an act of Par- 
liament. Both were warm and pertinacious. At length the 
attorney sent for the statute, and, spreading his unfortunate 
fingers over a section, exclaimed in triumph, " I knew I was 
right — the barrister's beaten — here's the clause for you." 
" You are right for once," cried Jerry ; " they're a great deal 
liker claws than hands '" Notwithstanding an occasional 
9, Keller was much beloved by the profession. Th« 
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BUCcesEful had no cause for envy, and otheiE, whom his sar- 
casms wounded, found an apology in his disappointments. 
There were times, however, when forbearance was in danger 
of being exhausted, especially after dinner. Mr. Nicholas 
Phiipot Leader fell one evening under his extreme disfleaa- 
ure, and was belabored accordingly. Leader's hair, it mnat 
be premised, was somewhat frizzled, and hia principles liberal, 
to say the least of them. The difference arose out of that 
ever-fertile source of differences in Ireland, a political discus- 
sion ; and Keller, foiled in argument, had recourse to the most 
outrageous personalities. The outside of poor Leader's head, 
and its. interior conformation, divided between them sarcasms 
the most offensive. Leader felt called upon to notice this, 
and a man of war at daylight invaded Jerry's slumbers. 
Loudly and gruffly did he grumble at the intrusion, as ho 
poked his red woolen nightcap over the counterpane. " In 
the very gray of the morning, too," said Keller. "I suppose 
you call this good breeding." "I tell you what, Mr. Keller, 
I want none of your waggery. I'm not here to be trifled 
with : Mr. Leader's wrongs must be atoned for wilhin the 
hour. You had full notice. Look at your dressing-table, and 
you will see; we aro prepared." He looked up, and, sure 
enough, the Wogdens were there ! Things looked very seri- 
ous — Jerry thought so. "I hope, sir," said he, "you don't 
mean to offer any violence to me in my bed." " You need 
not fear that, sir." " Have I your honor for that?" "Why, 
the question's somewhat offensive, sir ; but I do pleJge my 
honor." " Very well, then," said Jerry, "I'll not get up to- 
day ; so, now, bo off to your principal, and tell tlie wodly- 
headcd republican I forgive him." A day thus passed over 
the wrath of Leader, whose good-nature yielded to the general 
decree that after dinner Jerry was to be privileged. 

His rebukes sometimes were more merited, and he did not 
spare them. There was a Sir Judkin Fitzgerald, who, being 
sheriff of Tipperary, had, it was said, duiing the rebellion of 
1793, practiced great cruelties. Among other things, he was 
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reported to have dipped the cat-o'-nine-tails in brine hefore a 
flogging I By way of excuse to Keller, he boasted, that, by 
his firmness, he had "preserved the county." "No," aaid 
Jerry, ■' but you pickled it." Keller and some of his compan- 
ioDS were one evening enjoying themselves rather freely at the 
lodging of a friend with whom they had dined, when an inti- 
mation was given them that the lady of the house had just 
been unexpectedly confined. The host considerately proposed 
an adjournment of the sitting to ait hotel opposite ; " Oh, cer- 
tainly," said Keller, "pro re nata" The story will not lose 
its interest from the circumstance that the young stranger was 
the poet Moore. When Lord Avonmore was raised to the 
peerage, the draft of the patent was sent to him for his ap- 
proval, lie called a few friends together, among whom was 
Keller, to hear it read. The wording ran in the usual form : 
"To all to whom these letters-patent shall come, greeting. 
We of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland — " 
"Stop, stop I" cried Keller. "Why should he stop?" said 
Lord Avonmore. "Because it strikes me, my lord," said 
Keller, " that the consideration is set out too early in the 
deed." He teas ennobled for his vote on the Union. 

And now farewell, my old and dear associates ! and peace 
be to thy frailties, much-beloved old Jerry I Heirs enough to 
them are left behind thee, but to thy numerous atoning quali- 
ties a populace of sneerera con ofler no succession. 

Mr. Curran's place at the Irish bar has not even been ap- 
proached since his departure. There is no man not merely 
next him, but near biin. I have heard the best eflbrts of the 
ablest among them, and though they were brilliant in their 
way, it was as the brilliancy of the morning star before the 
sunbeam. One, perhaps, is witty, sarcastic, argumentative ; 
another fluent, polished, plausible ; a third, blunt, vehement, - 
and energetic ; but there is not one like him, at once strong, 
persuasive, witty, eloquent, acute, and argumentative, giving 
to every argument the charm of his imagery, and to every 
image the magniiicenl simplicity of his manner ; not one who. 
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when he had touched alt the chords of pity, could eo wrinkle 
up the cheek with laughter that the trickling tear was im- 
peded ill its progress ; not one who, when he had swept away 
the heart of hie hearer, left at the same time sueh aii impres- 
sion, upon his memory, that the judgment, on reflection, rather 
applauded the tribute which, at the moment of deliverj', had 
been extorted from the feelings. Who, at any bar, was ever 
like him at cross-examination t England possessed in Mr. 
Garrow a man of unquestionable power in this particular; 
but that natural shrewdness did not in him, as in Mr. Curran, 
act merely as a, pioneer to the brilliant and overwhelming 
force which was to follow. ■' The most intricate web," says 
the learned editor of bis Speeches, " that fraud, malice, or eor- 
ruption ever wove against the lilb, character, or fortune of an 
individual, he could unravel. Let truth and falsehood be 
ever so ingeniously dovetailed into each other, he separated 
them with facility. He surveyed his ground like a skillful 
general, marked every avenue of approach, knew when to 
yield or attack, instantly seized the first inconsistency, and 
pursued his advantage till he completely involved perjury in 
the confusion of its contradictions." His effect at times was 
electric and universal. The judge and the mob, the jury and 
the har, were equally excited ; and Lord Clonmel himself, 
his bitter enemy, rising on the judgment-seat to restrain the 
popular enthusiasm, confessed himself overcome by the elo- 
quence that had produced it. In our estimate of him as a 
barrister, we must not omit the noble and dignified intrepidity 
with which he resisted any judicial encroachment on the priv- 
ileges of the profession. In such instances, the dock or the 
dungeon had for him no terrors, and to his antagonist neither 
talents nor authority gave protection. Nor was this spirit the 
result of any captiouaness of disposition. To his fellow-labor- 
ers at the bar he was all amenity, but most particularly to the 
young and inexperienced. There was no young man of his 
time, of any promise, to whom he did not hold out the hand, 
not only of encouragement, but of hospitality ; and eo far was 
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he from indulging an nngenerouB sally at their expense, that 
it would have been a dangerous experiment in another to 
have attempted it in hia presence. No person, who has not 
been educated to the profession, can estimate the value, ot the 
almost peculiarity, of this trait of character. But his was a 
mind originally too grand to found its distinction on the de- 
preciation of his inferiors ; and were it even necessary, his 
spirit was too lofty to stoop to the expedient. He allected no 
importance from the miserable accident of seniority or station, 
and laughed to scorn the pretensionleES stupidity that sought, 
like the cynic, an enforced reverence to its rags and its dotage. 
During the thirty-two years of his professional life, there ifl 
not on record of him an unkindness to a junior, an asperity to 
a senior, an undue submission to overweening power, or a sin- 
gle instance of interested serviiily. Sincerely were it to be 
wished that all hia contemporaries bad acted toward him with 
the same generosity which he uniformly evinced. But, alas ! 
there were some who hated him for his talents, some who en- 
vied him for his fame ; and mean malignity too often led them 
to depreciate the one and undermine the other. The faults 
and the foibles to which the very best are subject, were in 
him observed with an eagle's eye, and held with the tenacity 
of an eagle's grasp. He was docile even te a fault, olien re- 
linquishing his own fine intellect to very inferior guidance. 
Did a casual indiscretion arise from such docility, it was care- 
fully noted down, recalled periodically, and then religiously re- 
turned to the malignant register, to be again declaimed upon 
when any future exhibition of his genius provoked afresh the 
hostility of his enemies. Thus the most unfortunate occur- 
rence of his life (hia domestic calamity) was made the theme 
of perpetual depreciation; whereas the fact was, that a mis- 
guided and misjudging friendship forced it upon publicity 
against his own inclination. I have often heard him dwell, 
painfully dwell, on the particulars of that melancholy transao- 
tion ; and I can avouch it, that no bitterness of recollection 
ever led him into an ungeneious reflection even upon those 
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who had acted toward him with a. very disctedi table hostil- 
it,. 

From the portions of Mr. Cuiran's speeches which have 
been given, an idea may be formed of his general style. It is 
a mistake to Buppoee that he either trusted to the impulse of 
the moment, or was careless as to the graces of composition. 
A word can not be displaced in any of his principal passages, 
such as the description of an informer, or that on universal 
emancipation, without destroying the euphony of the whole. 
As this, however, was a moot point, I ventured one day, after 
dinner at the Priory, to put the question to him directly. 
" My dear fellow," said he, " the day of inspiration is gone by. 
Every thing I ever said, which was worth remembering, my 
de bene esses, my white horses, as I call them, were all care- 
fully prepared." He used to be awake half the night, he said, 
sometimes laughing loudly at his own jokes, and sometimes 
thumping the backboard of his bed, much to the discomfort 
of the adjoining dormitory. At the same time, it would be 
doing Mr. Curran a gross injustice to assert that he never rose 
high except from previous reflection. The fact is otherwise. 
He seldom produced a more powerful impression, or blazed 
into a more cloudless meridian, than when he was inflamed or 
exasperated by the opposition of the moment. Of this, the 
reprisal upon Lord Clare, before quoted, is a prominent in- 
stance. It is a very foolish, but a very favorite opinion of 
some, that the merit of a speech is much diminished by the 
circumstance of its preparation. But it appears to me just as 
possible to produce a law argument upon the spur of the occa- 
sion, replete with intuitive learning, and fortified by inspired 
authorities, as any of those sublime orations to which mankind 
have decreed the palm of eloquence. The greatest orators of 
antiquity were not ashamed to confess the industry of the 
closet. Demosthenes gloried in the siTtell of the lamp ; and it 
is recorded of Cicero, that he not only so laboriously prepared 
his speeches, but even so minutely studied the effect of their do- 
lirery, that on ono oocauon, when be had to oppose Horten- 
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sius, the reiterated rebearsala of the night before so diminished 
his strength as almost lo incapacitate hiro in the morning. 
Lord Erskine corrected his very eloquent orations, and Mr. 
Burke literally worried his printer into a complaint against the 

. fatigue of his continual revisaU. Indeed, it is said, such was 
the faetidiouBnesG of his industry, that the proof-sheet not uafce- 
quently exhibited a complete erasure of the original manu- 
script ! Such is the labor of tliose who write for immortality. 
The time was at length arrived when Mr. Curran was to 
resign for the judicial robe the gown which, for so many years, 
he had worn with dignity to himself, with advantage to his 
clients, and with honor to the coantry. Taking now, there- 
fore, my leave of him as a harrigter, I do eo in, let me hope, 
the prophetic words of the editor of his speeches, " Tho bar of 

Jreland will long hold in affectionate recollection the man who 
always lived in an ingenuous and honorable intercourse with 
his competitors for fame, as Cicero did with Hortenslus ; who 
never, on any occasion, was frowned by power, or seduced by 
mean ambition, into an abandonment of his client, bht in every 
situation intrepidly performed the duties of an advocate ; who, 
if he had been a man quoque facinore properus dar^cere.ia- 
stead of disdaining to acquire honors by means which would 
have tendered him unworthy of wearmg them, might early in 
life have attained the proudest professional situation ; who 
cherished with the kindest notice every appearance of excel- 
lence in the junior part of the profession , who never ostenta- 
tiously displayed his superiority , who conscious of his great 
talents, bestowed praise wherever it mas deserved, and was 
incapable of meanly dLtracting from the merit of another to 
enhancp his own Thej will never forgot him who on every 
occasion proudly asserted the dignity and independence of the 
advocate and never servilelj surrendered the least privilege 
of the profession , while his name will live forever hallowed 
in the grateful remembrance of his country, unless the heart 
of man shall become so corrupt and his mind so perverted that 
pubhc virtue will neither be felt nor understood." 
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On his appointmeat being made known, iko bar preMuted 
to bim tbe following address : 

" Sir, — In your recent appointment to a bigh and dignified 
situation, the just pride of tbe Irish bar feels itself gratified, 
that independent spirit, pre-eminent talents, and inilexible in/- 
tegrity have recommended their possessor to the royal favor, 
and procured his advancement to the bench of justice. 

" Yes, sir, we trust that the luster which shone upon youi 
distinguished progress as an advocate, will beam with a mildor 
but more useful influence from the bench, and that the un- 
biased, impartial, and upright judge will be found in the per- 
son who exalted the character of the Irish bat by his eloquence, 
and uniformly supported the rights and privileges of an hon- 
orable profession." 

MB. CUHRAN'S ANSWER. " 

" Gentlemen, — I thank you from my heart for this proof of 
your confidence and aflection. Tbe approving opinion of go 
enlightened and independent a body as the Irish bar would ba 
a most valuable reward of merit much superior to mine, which 
I am cooBcious has gone Uttle beyond a dispoution — hut I 
trust an honest and ardent disposition — so to act in my publio 
and professional character as not to be altogether unworthy of 
the name of an Irishman. Of that dispoation I receive your 
kind commendation with pride. I ftel that probity of mten. 
tion is all that we can be responsible for. 

" I am peculiarly gratified by the flattering attestations you 
■re pleased to bestow on my endeavors to support the privi- 
leges of our profession. They are vitally and inseparably con- 
nected with the enjoyment of constitutional liberty and the 
eflectual adoiinistration of justice. The more active part 
which I may have taken in the defense of these privilages I 
bequeath to you ; but be assured that I bring with me, to the 
situation where it has been the pleasure of his majesty to 
place me, the most perfect conviction that, in continuing to 
maintain them, I shall co-operate with you in the discharge 
R 
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of oii« of thfi most important dutiea th&t can bind as to onr 
country." 

When the party with which Mr. Curran had so long act- 
ed, and for which he had sacrificed eo much, at last assumed 
the goTemment, strange to say, it seemed for some time doubt- 
ful whether either his servioes or his sacrifices were to be re- 
membered. We have it on good authority that, at a piiTata 
meeting, the question was discussed, and, it is to be r^etted, 
with somewhat of levity, Mr. Grattan pn^Msiiig that he should 
be made a bishop !* Mr. Grattan, however, had no selfish 
interest in such arrangements, he having uoifonniy declined 
any office ; and Mr. William Ponsonby, much to his honor, 
saved his friends from the discredit of what must have forever 
subjected them to the imputation of ingratitude. Had mere 
place been Mr. Curran's object, he would not have withstood 
the munificent oQers sedulously pressed upon him fay his friend 
Lord Kilwarden ; but no temptation could overcome his in- 
Tincible fidelity. The office which was most congenial to hia 
habita, and which was certainly best suited to his talents, was 
that of attorney general ; this was refused, and he was ap- 
pointed master of the rolls, for which he had scarcely a dn- 
gle qualification. To add to his mortification, this untoward 
appointment led to a disagreemeut between him and Mr. 
George Ponsonby, a person whom he much respected, and 
who was then inlielandthe aclinowledgedheadof the party. 
The facts, as alleged by Mr. Curran, were these. In order 
to induce Sir Michael Smith, the then master of the rolls, to 
lesign, it was necessary not only to pension himself, but also 
his four inferior officers. This Mr. Poosonby guaranteed upon 
the part of the government. The admininration was short- 
lived ; they either forgot or neglected to grant the pensions, 
and, atier their resignation, expected that Mr. Curran would 
defray the eight hundred a year, to which amount either iheit 
neglect or their indolence had caused a defioieuoy. Mr. Cur- 
lan, of course, refused, and Mr. Ponstmby wa« obliged to mako 

" araUan'iL^t. > 
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bis engagements good out of his own pnvate fortune, or, lath- 
er, out of the four thousand a year pension, to which his six 
months' chancellorship entitled him, from the country. Such 
an Irish cry was immediately raised by the Ponsonby parti- 
sans against Mr. Curran, that one would iinagine his appoint- 
ment was a mere eleemosynary gift, granted out of their great 
bounty, and not the trifling reward of many a long year's toil- 
Bome fidelity. It is no exaggeration to say that, of the entira 
party, there was no man who brought more talent to the cauao, 
exerted it more zealously, or incurred more personal hazard 
and professional loss than did Mr. Curran by his pohtical con- 
sistency. For a long time he despised too much the clamw 
which had been raised to condeseend to reply. At length, 
however, he addressed a letter to Mr. Grattan on the subject, 
which was never answered — for the best of aU reasons, be- 
cause it was unanswerable. The defense was very simple. 
In 1789 a party was formed, by whom it was agreed that, if 
ever they attained oflioe, Mr. Ponsonby was to have the first, 
and Mr. Curran the second place in professional advancement. 
Curran acted ably and honestly. The time came. Mr. Pon> 
sonby'got the chanceHorsbip without a shilling personal ex- 
pense. Curran was promised the next, the attorney genered- 
ship : he did not got it ; but, after the most vexatious delays, 
he was thrust upon the equity bench, nolens ifolens, a situation 
for which he was altogether unfit. Such an appointment was 
very far from being any fair return to him, and was both an 
insult and an injury to the nation. In the letter alluded to, 
indeed, Mr. Curran has had the candor to confess his own in- 
competency, while he naturally complains of the broken faith 
which thus exposed it to the profession. "As to the place it- 
self," says he, " it was the last I should have chosen ; it im- 
posed upon roe a change of all my habits of life ; it forced my 
mind into a new course of thinking, and into new modes of 
labor, and that increased labor ; it removed me from that in- 
tellectual exercise which custom and temper had rendered 
easy and pleasant ; it excluded me from the enjoyment of the 
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hoaeBt gratification of an ofHcial sliare of nn administration 
which I tiien thought would have conBisted principally, if not 
altogether, of the tried friends of Ireland. When the party 
with which I had acted so fairly bad, after so long a proscrip- 
tion, come at last to their natural place, I did not expect to 
have been ituck into a vtindow, a spectator of the procession. 
From the station which I then held at the bar, to accept the 
neutralized situation of the E.glls appeared to me a descent, 
and not an elevation. It had no allurement of wealth ; for, 
diminished as my income had been by the most remorseless 
persecution for years, by which I was made to expiate the 
crime of not being an alien to my country by birth or by 
treachery, it was still abundant when compared with my oc- 
casions, and was likely to continue so long as those occasions 
should last." Such was the place to which Mr. Curran was 
appointed, and for which judicial exposure it was expected he 
should pay eight hundred pounds a year, which Mr. Ponsonby 
had promised should be defrayed by the pension-list, and even 
concerning which stipulation he had not previously consulted 
Mr. Curran. In truth, it was not necessary, for Mr. Curran 
had as httle to say to the transaction as any other man in the 
community. His letter is simple and satisfactory. There is 
a passage in it so exceedingly characteristic, that I need oQer 
no excuse for quoting it, particularly as the letter itself was 
only printed for private circulation, and is therefore difficult 
of access. It is, indeed, a CMnpendium of the entire defense, 
and is expressed in astrainof bitter jocularity, to which, when 
Curran had recourse, he was as far as possible from any thing 
like good humor. He is supposing one of the party to have 
proposed to him the office under the conditions to which they 
preloaded he should have acceded. " They would speak to 
me, I suppose," says he, " something in the following manner : 
' Sir, you have entered many years ago into a compact ; yon 
have observed it faithfully ; you have sufiered deeply by that 
observance. When the time of performing it to you arrived, 
it was ratified in London ; in Dublin the substitution of some- 
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thing else, supposed to be a performance, was adopted with- 
out your privity or consent : the gnhstitution, too, was accom- 
panied by collateral circumstances of much humiliation and 
disrespect toward you. By unforeseen events, that substitu- 
tion has been attended with some pecuniary charges ; it is 
hoped that, having so patiently borne this, you will take it 
cum (mere, and not think it unreasonable to defray those in- 
cidental expenses ; it is trusted you will have no objection to 
the mode proposed as unconstitutional or dishonorable. You 
have a judicial office — all that is required of you is to ac- 
cept a lease of that office from the deputy and three inferior 
officers of your predecessor, at the small rent of £800 a year : 
of these four landlords, there will be the former train-beaier, 
tipstafi] and crier of the court. As the rent must be for their . 
lives, you yill see the necessity of insuring your own — or you 
may redeem the whole for a sum of £8000, if so much per- 
sonal fortune has escaped the wreck to which you were ex- 
posed by your political fidelity ; the entire emoluments of your 
office will then be generously left to your disposal." 

He sat upon the Bolls bench about six years. Mr. Pon- 
sonby and he were never reconciled ; but on the former geu- 
• tleman's last illness, Mr. Curran, who happened to be then in 
London, left a card at his house. 

There was one case, that of " Merry v. Power," which went 
before hira as master of the rolls, in which his powers as an 
orator were strikingly contrasted with his deficiency as a judge. 
One Mary Power by will bequeathed considerable property to 
the B.er. John Power, a Boman Catholic bishop, and others, 
in trust £>r charitable purposes. It came before him on mo- 
tion to appoint a receiver, and compel the acting executor to 
bring the efiects into court, during the pendency of a suit to 
set the will aside on the ground of fraud, and that the bequest, 
being for popish uses, was void. The following portion of 
Mr. Curran's judgment is in every way characteristic : 

" But I am called upon to interfere, it being a foolish be- 
quest to superstitious, and those pojdsh, uses ! I have looked 
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into those bequests. I find the object of them is to provide 
shelter and comfortable support for poor helpless females, aad 
clothes, and food, and instruction for poor orphan children. 
Would t«God.I could see more frequent instances of such be- 
quests ! Beautiful in the sight of God must it be — ^beautiful 
in the sight of man ought it to be— to see the dying Christiaa 
so employed — to see the last moments of human life so spent 
in acts of gratuitous benevolence, or even of interested expia- 
tion. How can we behold such acts without regarding them 
as forming a claim to, as springing from a consciousness of 
immortaUty 1 In all ages, the hour of death has been consid- 
ered as an interval of more than ordinary iUuruination ; as if 
some rays from the light of the Approaching world had found 
their way to the darkness of the parting spirit, and revealed 
to it an existence which could not terminate in the grave, but 
was to commence in death. 

" But these UHCH are condemned as not being merely snpei* 
stitious, but popish uses. As to that I must say that I feel no 
disposition to give any assistance even to the orthodox rapine 
of the living in defeating even the heterodox charity of the 
dead. I am aware that this objection means somewhat mora 
than exactly meets the ear, if it means any thing. The ob- 
jects of these bequests, it seems, are Catholics, or, as they 
have been called, Papists ; and the insinuation clearly is, that 
the religion of the objects of this woman's bounty calls upon 
me to exercise some peculiar vigor of interference to abridge 
or defeat her iatentions. Upcn this point I wish to bo dis- 
tinctly understood. I don't coticeive this to be the spirit of our 
existing law, nor, of course, the duty of the court to act upon 
:^t principle in the way contended for. In times, thank 
God! now passed, the laws would have warranted such doc- 
trines, Those laws owed their existence to unfortunate com- 
binations of circumstances that were thought to render them 
necessary. But if we look hack with sorrow to their enactment, 
let us look forward with kindness and gratitude (o their re- 
peal. Produced I? national calamity, they were brought by 
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national benerolenoe, as well as by national contritim, to the 
altar of public justice and concord, and tbera ofiered as a aac- 
rifice to atone, to heal, to conciliate, to restore social confidence, 
and to give ua that hope of piosperity aud aafety which no 
people ever bad, or deserved to have, except where it is found- 
ed on the community of inteiests, a perfectly even and eqaal 
' participation of just rights, and a consequent contribution of 
all the strength — of all the parts, so equally interested, in the 
defense of the whole. 

" I know they have been supposed to originate in religioui 
bigotry ; that is, rdigious zeal carried to excess. I never 
thought BO. The real spirit of our holy religion is too incor- 
ruptibly purs and beneficent to be depraved into any such ex- 
cess. Analyze the bigot's object, and we see he takes nothing 
from religion but a flimsy pretext in the profanation of it* 
name. He prafeases the correction of error and the propaga- 
tion of truth. But when be has gained the victory, what are 
the terms he makes ibr himself? Power and profit. What 
terms doea he make for religion ? Frofeasion and confonni^. 
What is that profession t The mere utterance of the lips — 
the utterance of aounda that, afler a puleation or two apou the 
air, are just as visible and lastiog aa they are audible. What 
is the conformity 1 la it the practice of any Christian virtue 
or Bocial duty ? Is it the forgiveneas of injuriea, or the pay- 
ment of debta, or the practice of charily ? No such thing. It 
is the petfonnance of aome bodily gesture or attitude. It is 
going to some place of worship. It ia to atand, or to knsel, or 
to bow to the poor-box. But it is not a oonlbrmity which has 
any thing to do with the judgment, or the heart, or the eon- 
duet. All these things bigotry meddles not with, but leaves 
them to religion herself to perform. Bigotry only adda one 
more, and that a very odioua one, to the number of those 
hnman stains which it is the buaineas of true religion not to 
bum ont with the bigot's fire, but to expunge and wash away 
with the Christian's tears. Such invariably, in all countries 
and ages, have been the motives to the bigot's conflicts, and 
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cuch the use of his victorieg ; not the propagation of any opin- 
ion, but the engrossnieiit of powei and plunder, of homage and 
tribute. Such, I much fear, was the real origin of our pop- 
ery kwB. But power and privilege must neceasarily be con- 
fined to very few. In hostile armieB you find them pretty 
' equal, the victors and the vanquished, in the numbers of their 
kospitals and in the numben of their dead. So it is with na- - 
tioni ; the great mass is despoiled and degraded, but the apoil 
itself is confined to few indeed. The result finally can be 
nothing but the disease of dropsy and decrepitude. In Ire- 
land this was peculiarly the case. Religion was dishtmored, 
man was degraded, and social afiection was almost extin- 
guished. A few, a very few, still profited by this abasement 
of humanity. But let it be remembered with a just feeling 
of gratified respect to their patriotic and disinterested vbtue 
— and it is for this purpose that I have alluded as I have done 
. — that that few composed the whole power of the Legislature 
which concurred in the repeal of the system, and left remain- 
ing of it, not an edifice to be demolished, but a mere heap of 
rubbish, unsightly, perhaps pernicious — to be carted away." 

In the year 1812, while Mr. Curran still presided in the 
HoUs, a. deputation of the electors of Newry solicited him to 
stand for that borough. He returned to them the following 
characteristic answer ; 

" Gentlemen, — I have just received an address, signed by 
a number of highly respectable members of your ancient bor- 
ough, inviting me to ofier myself a candidate to represent your 
town in Parliament. To be thought worth; of such a trust 
at BO awfnl a crisis as the present, and to receive such an in- 
vitation, unsolicited and unexpected, is an honor that I feel 
deeply and gratefully. 

" Gentlemen, I need not trouble you with maoy words. 
You know my principles, you know my conduct heretofore. 
I am not a stranger coming forward to menace or to buy you, 
in Older that I may sell you ; nor do I rest my pretension oa 
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any contrition for the pa.Bt, nor any premeditated promise 
that I will, at some future period, begin to act honestly hy 
you. From the earliest period of my life, to Bee this ill-fitted 
country retrieve from her sad condition of suFering and of 
shame, has been the first and warmest wish of my heart ; and 
■warm it shall continue till I myself am cold forever. 

" I know you will not impute it to a want of the most pro- 
found teBpect for you when I say that I will not personally 
solicit the vote of any individual. I can not run the risk of 
soliciting a suitor in the character of an elector ; it would not 
befit my judicial situation, and I think It would diminish that 
credit which suffrage, above all suspicion of bias, ought to give 
to your representative. It will, therefore, he sutficient that T 
attend you in such time before the election as will enable me 
to know your farther pleasure. 

" I have the honor to be, gentlemen, with a full sense of 
your confidence and favor, your obedient servant, 

" John Philpot CmtiuN. 

" Stephen's Grbes, October 8, 1812." 

Newry had been a close borough, under the influence of 
the Needham family. General Needham, Mr. Curran's op- 
ponent, was described by him as " a gentleman who bad the 
dregs of its population under his feet, and who had, for three 
Parliaments, been the faithful adherent of every minister ; 
and, upon every vital question, the steady and remorseless en- 
emy, so far as a dumb vote could go, of this devoted island." 
The contest lasted for five days, and on the suth Mr. Carran 
announced his resignation in an eloquent speech. The won- 
der indeed is, how he could have held out so long, if his de- 
scription of the constituency be correct. "You saw," said he, 
" a succession of poor creatures, without clothes npon their 
- backs — naked, as if they had been stripped for execution — 
caked, as if they had been landed from' their mothers, con- 
signed to the noble general at the moment o( their birth, no 
part of them covered but their chins, as if Nature had stuck & 
R.3 
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1>eard upon them ia derision of thar destiny," • • » • 
" One third of those wlio have voted against iia have been 
trained hy bribes and terror into peijury, ■when they swore to 
the value of their qualifications. Some of those houses had 
actually no existence whatsoever : they might as well have 
voted from their pasture, and Nebuchadnezzar, in the last 
year of his running at grase, would have been as competent as 
they were to vote in Ireland." Whether such a population 
should ever have heen iDtrusted with the elective franchise, 
seems not to be an arguable question. It was making a 
mockery of a solemn trust, which they could not he accused 
of having betrayed merely because they were incapable of 
comprehending it. Talk of extending the sufirage in that 
country ! In the time of Outran, it was, in fact, an extension 
of the influence of the landlord. We have seen his descrip- 
tion of the constituency then. It is not in any respect over- 
charged. Is that description applicable nowT To the very 
letter, if you substitute the priest for the landlord. The peas- 
ant is as much a slave as ever : the chain that hinds him has 
only changed hands — that is all. And so it must continue 
until he is ariancipated from that hrutish ignorance which 
darkens his mind and benumhs his ambition, associating him 
with the swine, and enslaving him to the priesthood. The 
fact is notorious and undeniable, and needed not the somewhat 
incautious boast that Ireland, if so it was willed, should send 
cow-boys to the House of Commons ! It is lamentable to re- 
flect that every pledge given and every promise made pre- 
vious to the Emancipation Act should have been flagrantly 
and deliberately violated. Still more lamentable is it to re- 
flect that tutbulent spirits, lay and clerical, have ever since 
been ready to disturb the present peace and frustrate the fu- 
ture prosperity of Ireland. Scarcely had the statute passed 
which repealed their disqualifications, than they lent them- 
selves to the agitation for the repeal of the Union, a project 
which has done more to delude, disorganize, and impoverish 
the wretched peasantry of Ireland than even the rebeUion of 
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1798. Peace, oducatkon, industry, and capital are the font 
great wants of Ireland ; but the demagogue prohibits peace ; 
the priest denounces education ; the people, between saints* 
days and hoUdays, and the habits produced by them, are 
trained to idleness, and the importation of capital is death to 
its possessor. Such is the state of Ireland, and such it haa 
been for the last seven centuries ! — the statesman's problem, 
the government's opprobrium, the minister's "difficulty!" — 
and yet, upon a land more fertile ox more lovely, on a people 
more replete with natural intelligence, or in a chmat4 more 
salubrious, the sun never shone. 

Mr. Curran, in the speech at Kewry, has vividly and rapid- 
ly hurried over the existing state of things in Ireland, and the 
causes in which ha supposed them to have originated. " He 
then," says his reporter, " hastily sketched the dawn of our 
national dissensions — the conqueror and the conquered; a 
conquest, too, obtained, like all the victories over Ireland, by 
the triumph of guilt over innocence : this dissension, followed 
up by the natural hatred of the spoiler and the despoiled ; fol- 
lowed up further by the absurd antipathies of rehgious sects ; 
and, still further, followed by the rivalries of trad* — the cruel 
tyrants of Ireland dreading that if Irish industry had not her 
hands tied behind her back, she might become impatient of 
servitude, and those hands might work her dehveranoe. To 
this growing accumulation of Irish dissension, the miserable 
James the Second, hia heart rotted by the depravity of that 
France which had given him an interested shelter from the just 
indignation of hla betrayed subjects, put the last hand ; and an 
additional dissension, calling itself political as well as religious, 
was superadded. Under this sad coalition of fomenting con- 
federating dissensions, nursed and fomented by the policy of 
England, this devoted country has continued to languish, with 
small fluctuations of national destiny, from the invasion of the 
second Henry to the present time. And here let me be just 
while I am indignant ; let me candidly own that, to the no- 
,ble examples of British virtue, to the splendid ezettiona of 
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Britisli coutBge, to their splendid aacrificei, am I probably m- 
debted for my feelings aa an Iriahman, and my deTotion to my 
country. They thought it madness to trust themselves U> the 
influence of any foreign land ; they thought the circulation of 
the political blood could only be carried on by the action of 
the heart iwithin the body, and could not he maintained from 
■without. Events have shovm you that what they thought 
■was just, and that ■what they did -was indispenEahle : they 
thought they ought to govern thenoEelves ; they thought that, 
at every hazard, they ought to make the effort ; they thought 
it more eligible to perish than to fail ; and to the God of 
heaven I pray that the authority of so splendid an example 
may not be lost upon Ireland." It was in the aame speech 
that he thus characterized the Union : 

" It -was the last and mortal blow to our existence as » na- 
tion ; a consummation of our destruction achieved by that per- 
petual instrument of our ruin, our own dissensionB. The -whole 
listory of mankind records uo instance of any hostile cabiuet, 
perhaps of any even internal cabinet, so destitute of all prin- 
ciples of honor or of shame. The Irish Catholic was taught 
to believe tV^t, if he surrendered his country, he wrould cease 
to he a slave, fhe Irish Protestant was cajoled into the be- 
lief that, if he concurred in the surrender, he -would be placed 
upon the neck of a hostile faction. Wretched dupe I you 
might as well persuade the jailer that he is less a prisoner 
than the captives he locks up, merely because he carries the 
key of the prison in his pocket. By that reciprocal animo»- 
ty, however, Ireland -was surrendered. The guilt of the sur- 
render -was atrocious ; the consequences of the crime most tre- 
mendous and exemplary. We put ourselves into a condition 
of the most unqualified servitude ; -we sold our country, and 
we levied upon ourselves the price of the purchase. We gave 
np the right of disposing of our properties ; we yielded to a 
foreign Legislature to decide whether the funds necessary to 
their projects or their profligacy should be extracted from us, 
tir be fiimished by themselves. The consequence has been, 
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bur scanty means have been squandeted in her internal cot- 
Tuptian as profuEely aa our best blood haa been ihed in the 
madness of her aggressions or the feeble folly of her resistance. 
Our debt has accordingly been increased more than tenfold ; 
the common eamforts of life hare been vaniahtng ; we are 
sinking into beggary ; our poor people have been worried by- 
cruel and unprincipled prosecutions ; and the instruments of 
our government have been almost simplified into the tax-gath- 
erer and the hangman. At length, after this long night of 
sufTeiing, the morning star of our redemption c^st its light 
upon us — the mist was dissolved, and all men perceived that . 
those whom they had been blindly attacking in the dark were 
in reality their fellow-sufferera and their friends. We have 
made a discovery of the grand principle in politics, that the 
tyrant is in every instance the creature of the slave ; that ha 
is a cowardly and a computing animal ; and that he always 
carefully calculates between the expenditure to be made and 
the advantage to be acquired. I therefore do not hesitate to 
say that, if the wretched island of Man — that refugium pec- 
calorum — had sense and spirit to see the force of this truth, 
she could not be enslaved by the whole power of England. 
The oppressor would see that the necessary expenditure in 
whips, and chains, and gibbets would infinitely countervail tho 
ultimate value of the acquisition ; and it is owing to the ig- 
norance of this unquestionable truth that so much of this agi- 
tated globe has in all ages been crawled over by a Manx pop- 
ulation. This discovery, at last, Ireland has made : the Cath- 
olic claimed his rights ; the Protestant generously and nobly 
felt as he ought, and seconded the claim ; a silly government 
was driven to the despicable courage of cowardice, and resorted 
to the odious artillery of prosecutions: the expedient failed ; the 
i^uestion made its way to the discussion of the Senate. I will 
not tire you with the detail : a House of Commons, which at 
least represented themselves, perhaps afraid, perhaps ashamed 
of their employers, became nnmanageahle tools in the handg 
of such awkward artists, and was dissolved— just as a beaten 
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gamester throws the cards into the fire, in hopes, in. a new 
pack, to find better fortune." 

During this address as incident occurred, perhaps scarcely 
vorth noting, save for the disclofiure of a strange peculiarity 
of Curran's. He had a horror of monkeys, whom he called 
" revolting and melancholy earicatutes of humanity." Tha 
very sight of one irritated him ; and hence, when oflended, it 
was the usual epithet which his anger suggested. While ha 
was addressing the electors, an agent of his opponent stood up, 
and in some way annoyed him by the expression of his ooua- 
tenanoe. He instantly exclaimed, " Mr. Seneschal, I demand 
of you, as returning oi£cer, that I, a candidate, shall be by 
you protected from being- disturbed by the obscene and unnat- 
ural grimaces of a baboon !" The speech at Newry is the 
only one extant which he ever addressed to a purely popular 
assembly. After he had letl the Rolls, I remember his once 
accompanying me to an aggregate meeting of the Roman 
Catholics. His reception was such that he was compelled to 
say something, but he confined himself to the mere expression 
of his thanks. He was much gratified, and, in allusion to the 
scencr said next day, in the hall of the Four Courts, " Well, 
O'Connell, I scarcely wonder at your being fond of popularity : 
it is, undoubtedly, a delicious draught." A solemn sergeant, 
who happened to be present, replied, " Well, Cunan, I never 
thought so." " In truth, my dear sergeant," said Curran, 
" you're but a bad judge of a liquor you rtever tasted." 

At a time when the abolition of the office of lord lieutenant 
has been suggested, M;:. Curran's view of that post and its op- 
eration may be interesting. It is the final extract from his 
speeches which space will permit, and is well calculated to 
inspire a desire for more. 

" My lords, it is by the salutary repulsion of popular priT- 
ilege that the power of the monarchy is supported in its 
sphere : withdraw that support, and it falls in ruin upon the 
people ; but it falls in a luin no less fatal to itself, by which 
it is shivered to pieces. Om ouceitorB must, therefore, hiiT« 
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been sensible that the enslaved state of the Corporation of the 
tnetropolia was a mischief that extended its efTects to the re- 
motest borders of the island. In the confederated strength 
and the united councils of great cities, the freedom of the coun- 
try may find a safeguard which extends itself even to the te- 
mote inhabitant, who never put his feet within their gates. 

" But, my lords, how must these considerations have been 
enforced by a view of Ireland, aa a connected country, de- 
prived as it is of almost all the advantages of a. hereditary 
monarok ? The lather of bis people residing at a distance, 
and tbe paternal beam reflected upon his children through 
such a variety of mediums, sometimes too languidly to warm 
them, sometimes so intensely as to consume ; a succession of 
govemois, difleting from one another in their tempers, in their 
talents, and in their virtues, and, of oourBe, in their systems of 
administration — unprepared, in general, for rule by any pre- 
vious institution, and utterly unacquainted vrith the people 
they were to govern, and with the men through whose agency 
they were to act. Sometimes, my lords, 'tis true, a rare in- 
dividual has appeared among us, as if sent by the bounty of 
Providence in compassion to human miseries, marked by that 
dignified simplicity of manly character which is the mingled 
result of an enlightened understanding and an elevated integ- 
rity ; commanding a respect that he labored not to inspire, 
and attracting a confidence which it was impossible he could 
betray." It is but eight years, my lords, since we saw such a 
man among ua, raising a degraded country from the condition 
of a province to the rank and consequence of a people worthy 
to be tbe ally of a mighty empire, forming the league that 
bound her to Great Britain on the firm and honorable basis 
of equal Liberty and a common fate, ' standing or falling with 
the British empire,' and thus stipulating for that fieedom 
which alone contains the principle of her pohtical life in the 
covenant of her federal connection. But how short is the con- 
.tinuance of those auspicious beams of public sunshine ! Hovr 
' The Dnko of Portland. 
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Boon are they passed ! aaA perhaps forevei I In what rapid 
and fatal revolution has Ireland seen the talents and the Tir- 
tuea of such men give place to a succession of sordid parade 
and empty pretension, of bloated promise and lank perfonn- 
ance, of austere hypocrisy and peculating economy.* Henoe 
it is, my lords, that the admiaistration of Ireland «> often pre- 
sents to the reader of her history the view, not of a legitimate 
government, but rather of an encampment in the country of 
a barbarous enemy ; where the object of the invader is not 
dominion, but conquest ; where he is, of course, obliged to re- 
Bort to the corrupting of clans or of single individuals, pointed 
out to his notice by public abhorrence, and recommended to 
his confidence only by a treachery bo rank and consummate 
ns precludes all possibility of their return to private virtue or 
public reliance ; and, therefore, only put into authority over a 
wretched country, condemned to the torture of all that petu- 
lant unfeeling asperity with which a narrow and mah^^ant 
mind will bristle in unmerited elevation ; condemned to be 
betrayed, and disgraced, and exhausted by the little traitors 
that have been suffered to nestle and to grow within it, mak- 
ing it at once the source of their grandeur and the victim of 
their vices ; reducing it to the melancholy necessity of sup- 
porting their consequence, and of sinking under their crimes, 
like the lion perishing by the poison of a reptile, that finds 
shelter in the ntane of the noble animal while it is stinging 
him to death." 

In the commencement of the year 1813, ill health induced 
Mr. Curran to retire irom the bench. On his resignation, the 
Roman Catholic Board thus addressed him : 

" Sir, — The General Board of the Catholics of Ireland fed 
it their duty to address you on your resignation of the high 
office to which your talents were called, and the duties of 
which you have discharged with the courtesy of a gentleman, 
the abilities of a lawyer, the dignity of a judge, and the char- 
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acteriatio integrity which has ever distinguished yon. Tak- 
ing a review of a hfe devoted to the service of your country, 
and the cause and interest of public and private liberty, we 
sh^! ever bold in proud and grateful remembrance the energy 
which you displayed in resisting oppression, and defending tbe 
rights of the subject and the Constitution ; the independent 
spirit with which you met the frowns and the seductions of 
power ; the intrepidity with which you vindicated your in- 
sulted and maligned country, and the sacrificeB which you 
made at the shrine of pnbhc virtue. The freedom and priv- 
ileges of your profeBsion, so closely connected with those of 
the public, you upheld both at the bar and on the bench. The 
first ilight of your juvenile genius was a noble and generouB 
defense of an obscure but rcHpectable individual against a law- 
less assault of tyrannical power. You have uniformly opposed 
that bigoted, that baneful policy, which impiously tries tbe 
principles of man by his religious creed. Yon have main- 
tained the great and sound principle of religious liberty. A 
just, a hberal, and an enlightened mind abhors the pernicious 
system of excluding from equal rights those who contribute 
equally to the support of the state with their property and 
their lives : a system which sacrifices the liberty of the coun- 
try to protect the monopoly of a party, and which, by perpet- 
uating division and discard, saps the foundation of all social 
intercourse. You, sir, and.the other illustrious advocates of 
Irish prosperity, are well aware that the total extinction of 
such a system is absolutely essential to the consolidation and 
permanence of the general strength of the empire, Permit 
ne, therefore, sir, to indulge our earnest hope that your t^len- 
did talents, emerging from the echpse of judicial station, and 
reviving under that name which has attached the hearts of 
yout countrymen, will again be exerted in the service of Ire- 
land." 

Ma. OUftRAN'S ANSWER. 

" Gentlemen, — Be pleased to accept my warmest acknowl- 
edgments for this flattering mark of yoiu approbation and rfr 
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ganl. So fai ,as honesty of intention can hold the place of 
desert, I can indulge even a proud feeling at thia proof of your 
good opinion, because I have no secret conBcioasiteBs that CMl 
blush while I receive it. I have early thought that the Tpere 
iact of birth imposes, by the authority of God, a loyalty to 
country binding the conscience of man beyond the force of 
any technical allegiance, and etill more devoted and excusa- 
ble. To our unhappy country I know that this sentiment 
was little better tiiaja barren. However, what I had, I gave. 
I might have often sold her. I could not redeem her. I 
gave her the beet sympathies of my heart, aometimes in tears, 
sometimes in indignation, sometimes in hope, hut oftener ia 
despondence. I am repaid far beyond my claim ; for what 
reward can be more precious than the confidence and affec- 
tion of those for whom wo would not think any sacrifice too 
great 1 I am still farther repaid by seeing that we have ar- 
rived at a season that gives us so fair prospect of better days 
than we have passed. When I view these awful scenes that 
are daily marking the interposition of Providence in punish- 
ment or retribution, that teach rulers to reflect and nations 
to hope, I can not yield to the infidelity of despair, nor bring 
myself to suppose that we are destined to be an exception to 
the uniformity of Divine justice, and that in Ireland alono- 
the ways of God shall not, in his good time, be vindicated to 
man, but that we are to spend our valor and our blood in as- 
sisting to break the chains of every other nation, and in rivet- 
ing our own ; and that, when the most gallant of our coun- 
trymen return to us laden with glory and with shame, we 
are to behold them dragging about an odious fetter, with the 
cypress and the laurel intertwined. On tfao contrary, I feel 
myself cheered and consoled by those indications which in- 
spire the strong hope that the end of our affliction is rapidly 
advancing, and that we shall soon be placed in a condition 
where we shall cease to be a reproach to the justice and wis- 
dom of Great Britain. The calumnies of our enemiei have 
been refuted, and have left no impresaion behind them save a 



^:,.,C00g[c 



CUBBAN AND Hia CONTEHPOKABrEB. 403 

generouB regret that the; could ever have been believed. It 
is with no ordinary feeling of condonation and respect that ' 
we should hail the awaking of a nation, formed to he illustri- 
ouB, from the trance of a bigotry that can not be refuted, be- 
cause it does not re&son ; that, like every other intoxication, 
stupefies while it inflames, and evaporates only by sleep. It 
becomea ub to congratulate on the recovery, without retrospect 
to the time it may have cost. Within the short limits even 
of a year, the spirit of a just and liberal policy has asBumed 
a station that scarcely could be hoped from the growth of cen- 
turies. That wise country has teamed to see us as we are, 
to compare our sufTerings with our merits and our claims, and 
to feel that every kind and tender sympathy that speaks to 
the heart or bead of a man in favor of his fellow-subjects is 
calling upon her to put an end to the paroxysms of that jail- 
fever which must forever ferment and fester in the imprison- 
ment of a nation, and to do it in a way that shall attach 
while it redresses, and bind a blended empire in the bond of 
equal interest and reciprocal affection. We are asking for 
no restorative — the Legislature has none to give — we ask only 
for what is perfectly in its power to bestow — that deobstruent 
which may enable the human creature, even by a slow con- 
valescence, to exert the powers of his nature, and give efiect, 
by the prt^ession of bis happiness and virtue, to the benefi- 
cence of that Being which could not have permanently de- 
signed him for the sufierings or the vices of a slave. In your 
anxiety for the honor of the bar, I can not but see an aaspi- 
ciouB omen of your near approach to the poseession of a treas- 
ure that deserves so bigb a protection. Short is the time that 
has passed since you could not have adverted to that subject 
without a mixture of ^ame and anguish, but you can now 
resort to persons of your own religious persuasion tor those 
great talents for whose purity you are so justly anxious. You 
are certainly right in thinking the independence of the bar the 
only unfailing safeguard of justice, and of that liberty without 
which justice is but a name. It is the equal protection of tho 
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people against the state, &nd of the state against the people. 
If Erskine had lived ia the dark times of the second James, 
it might have saved his country from the pain of reading the 
events of those days, when the court could procure a bench, 
but ths subject could not find a bar. It is with an emotion 
difRcult to describe that I see how easily our hearts are be- 
trayed into an exaggerated estimation of those we are disposed 
to love. You are pleased to bespeak the continuance of my 
poor efforts in the cause of Ireland. I can not without regret 
reflect how feeble they would be, but I am fully consoled in 
the idea that they would be as unnecessary as inefficient. 
It is still no more than justice to myself to say, that if on op- 
portunity should occur, and God be pleased to let it be accom- 
panied by health, my most ardent afiectioos would soon find 
the channel in which they flowed so long. A devoted attach- 
ment to our country can never expire but with my last breath. 
It ia a sentiment that has been the companion of my life ; 
and though it may have sometimes led to what you kindly 
call sacrifices, it has also given me the most invaluable con- 
solation. And even when the scene shall come to a close, I 
trust that sentiment shall be the last to leave me, and that I 
shall derive some enjoyment in the reflection that I have been 
a zealous though an unprofitable servant." 

It was during Mr. Curran's occupancy of the RoUs' bendi 
that I had the happiness of making his acquaintance. It soon 
became intimacy, and so continued to his death. A higher 
privilege could scarcely be enjoyed than his society conferred. 
Its simplicity was its greatest charm. He could aHbrd to 
discard his greatness, and he did so. There was nothing of 
the senator, or the orator, or the judicial dignitary, or the su- 
perior in any way about him ; but he was Curran, better 
and greater than all of them combined. Ostentation was a 
stranger to his home, so was formality of any kind. His 
table was simple, his wines choice, his welcome warm, and 
his conversation a luxury indeed. His habits were peculiar — 
Bome of them, perhaps, eccentric. For instance, an old pei- 
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son was scarcely ever seen within his dwelling. I can re- 
member but three, and iiifiy were professionally connected 
with himself or his court. Although, as has been seen, risk- 
ing his life recklessly enough, he had an aversion to any thing 
that was associated willi death. Hence the aspect of old 
age depressed him, while youth's joyousness seemed to revive 
his own. Of his early bar associates, ■whose countenances in- 
dicated the ravages of time, I never remember one as a guest 
at the Priory. But it was a daily custom, when his court 
had risen, tc stroll through the halt, recruiting his dinner com- 
pany from the juniors. There were seldom more than half a 
dozen, and it was on such occasions he shone to most advan- 
tage. No one who did not see him when he was at his beat 
can have any idea of his exquisite Qonipanianship. There 
was undoubtedly a reverse to the medal. He was occasion- 
ally the dullest of the dull, weighed down to the earth by 
some constitutional dejection. He was very far from being 
a happy man. Social misfortune aggravated a melancholy 
which was inherent in his natui'e. When irritated or dis- 
composed, he could render himself, as I have heard, though 
I had no experience of it, inconeeivably disagreeable. This, 
however, was rare, and, when he was in one of his happy 
veins, no one ever equaled him. Lord Byron wrote of him 
that he had fifty faces : he might have added fifty voices and 
fifty natures, in the assumption of which he, for the moment, 
merged his own identity. His powers of imitation were Tiiar- 
TelouB and irresistible. He was the parish priest, the Mun- 
ster peasant, the coal-qaay fish-woman, the jovial squireen, 
and the illiterate esquire, each in their turn, and each 3 foc- 
'^mile. He not merely aped the manner, hut he either dis- 
played the mind of the individual, or ascribed to him some 
drollery which much enhanced the humor of the assumption. 
Thus, when asked. by Lord Byron to give him some idea of 
Mr. Grattan, bowing lowly to the ground, he expressed " his 
gratitude that neither in person or gesture was he obnoxious 
to imitation." That great man was composed of p&iuliaritiei. 
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In Stock itaries hie treasary was rich, and the perilont attempt 
to draw on it waa- generally aseigged to me. However, fail- 
ure was rare. He was too simple to suipect, and too facile 
to refuse. For instance, when the vuigar pmnposity of the 
Mayor of Cork was to be ehcited, the wine was tasted, the 
lips were smacked, and the glass held up scientifically to the 
candle. "Mr, Curran, this strikes me as very fine claret." 
" O dear ! yon are very good to say so ; it's the red wax, the 
best I have. I can't compliment you as my cousin the Mayor 
of Cork did the lord lieutenant when he was entertaining him : 
' Mr, Mayor, this is very choice wine.' ' Does your escellency 
think BO ? Why, it is good wine, your excellency, hut it'i 
nothing at oil to some Tve got in my celiar' " And then he 
followed up his own jest with the short, sharp, dry, famihar 
laugh, which he never refused to that of another. When 
Curran really enjoyed his evening, and the bottle had circu* 
lated sufficiently, it was sometimes his custom, when the 
weather permitted, to adjourn to the gardens. The walk was 
lefresbing, and always preluded grilled bones, and plenty of 
what in Ireland was then called " the hatabuls" — namely, 
scalding water, lemon, sugar, and the pottheen — for a defini' 
tion of which, see Miss Edgeworth. There were always bedi 
for the guests at the Priory — a precaution by no means i 
siderate. When breakfast came, it was somewhat problem- 
atical how the party were to return. If all was propitic 
the carriage was in waiting ; if a cloud was sera, however, 
the question came, " Gentlemen, how do you propose getting 
to court?" Ominous was the silence which ushered in the 
summons. " Kichard, harness the mvie to the jaunting car, 
and take the gentlemen to town !" One of this worthy ani- 
mal's most favorite pastimes was to carry the company into a 
pool of water which lay by the road side ! Of coarse the host 
knew nothing of the mule's jocularity, and most certainly it 
never was su^;ested to him by any refusal of an invitation to 
the Priory. 

Although himself so admirable a mimic, he by no means 
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telished beiog made a subject. One day, being apprised that 
a gentleraaa then present personated him to the life, Curran 
afiected to request a performance ; entreaty and evasioa were 
moie than once repeated, when he terminated the scene : 
" Well, indeed, my dear W., I'm sadly disappointed. It must 
be an amusing tiling to see a cat running across a piano, and 
calling it music." 

Mr. Curran sprang from the people,* and he not only nerer 
forgot it, but was proud of it. His associates were not of the 
aristocracy, if, indeed, such a term was applicable to the very 

* Mr. Curran was particularly aeositiva to auy mark of cespect or 
confidence on the part of Ihe lower orders. In one of bia lilllo poemB 
he commemorHtea with much satiBfactioo. 

"A croppy twlfer ipu-sd by Holt." 
This Holt was an eitraordinary man. He was a farmer and dealer in 
wool, originally keeping aloof from politics. Of a libeml cast of mind, 
however, he refused to take any p&rT agaiuet his Roman Catholic coun- 
trymen. TliiB, in Buch times, was quite aufiicient to render him a 
marked man, and heiug bo, a domiciliary visit v/aa paid to his honse on 
the breaking out of the rebellioa of 1793. He was not at home, and 
the viaitora burned the bonse and property to ashesi Bendered des- 
perate by thia, ho repaired to a cave in the Devil'a Glen, in the county 
of Wicklow. Here he fooikd some United Irishmen, refugees like him- 
self, and. in the frame of mind in which he waa, was easily persuaded 
to lake the oath and become their general. In a week he was at the 
head of one hundrod and sixteen men, and many hundreds afterward 
joined him. He became an admirable gaeritla chief, aod, dnring aiz 
months, kept the whole power of the government at bay. Well ao- 
qoainted with the Wicklow mounCaitia, and possesslug both skill and 
intrepidity. Holt proved himself more than a match for the king's offi- 
cers. At length some noble traila of character which he exhibited in- 
dnoed Lord Powerscourt to open a negotiation with him. Holt con- 
sented to eipatiTBte himself to New South Wales, which he did; but 
soon receiving a free pardon, he retanied to Ireland, where he died in 
1926. Holt was a very snperior man of bis class, and proved himself a 
formidable antagoniat. He wrote and published hia life. His men, in 
one of their forays, carried off, vrith other catde, a cow of Corran's, 
whose house waa near the moontains. However, when Holt saw the 
initials "J. P. 0." branded on one of the horns, he guessed to whom 
the anim^ belonged, and sent it back with a complimentary apology. 
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anogant and very ignoTant persoDB who at that time uenrped 
it in Ireland. He heartily despised them. He never waa of 
the Caatle or their set. Before the Union he was generally in 
opposition, and 'afler that the viceroy appeared to him only 
as a titled memorial of the country's d^adation. He used 
to talk, indeed, of his poor cottage, as he called it, having been 
graced by the choicest Bpirils of the land — not cuUed for their 
birth from a dull peerage, nor for their possessions from an 
ignorant proprietary, but from men risen from the ranks — 
from the Duquerys, Yelvertona, and Grattans, whose personal 
merits "ilungpcdigree into the shade." There was in hia own 
manner that easy and urbane courteousness which, if not de- 
rived from nature, is very difficult of acquisition. 

Alienated from the bustle of the bar, and having relin- 
quished the' occupationa of the bench, Mr. Curran'a mind be- 
gan to prey upon itseif, and the dejection to which even his 
youth had been aubject grew with hia years into confirmed 
hypochondriasm. This he vainly endeavored to dispel by 
traveling. He paid Paris another visit in 1814, but it was 
only to find that 

" CiElnm, Qon Bniraam rautant qai trane mars curmnt." 
He saw nothing there hut " close, dirty streets, stewing play- 
houses, and a burning sun," which " completed the extreme 
dejection of hia spirita, and made him fit for nothing," The 
following letter, which his son kindly permits me to insert, 
reveals but too distinctly the despondence under which he 
suiiered. It is addressed to our common and most exceUent 
friend, Mr. Lube, a member both of the English and the Irish 

"PiRi»,Auptat3, 1814. 
"Dear L., — I received your kind letter, and thank you for 
it ; ' levins fit,' &c. When I came here I intended to have 
scribbled some little journal of what I met. I am now sorry 
I did not — things so aoon become familiar, and appear not 
worth notice ; besides, I have not been weU aince I came 
here. K I had written and sent it to you, it would have been 
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K tissue of aatoaiEhment, or EifBiction, or disgust. I see clesr- 
iy I am likely to be drummed out of this sad world. I fesr 
war will booh unfold her tattered banners on the Continent. 
This poor country ia ia a deplorable state — a ruined noblesse, 
a famished clergy, a depopulated nation, a. state of smotlieTed 
war between the upstarts and the restored ; their finances 
most distressed ; the military spirits divided, the most opposita 
opinions as to the lasting of the present jbrm of thingis— every 
thing unhinged ; yet I really sympathize witli this worried, 
hmiable, and perhaps contemptible people, so fall of talent 
and of vice, so frivolous, so inconstant and prone to change, 
so ferocious, too, in their fickleness ; about six revolutions with* 
in twenty years, and as fresh as ever for a- new dance, Thesa 
strange vicissitudes of man draw tears, but they also teach 
wisdom. These awful reverses make one ashamed of being 
engrossed by mere self, and examining a louse through a mi- 
croscope ; ' complain of grief, complain thou art a man.' 

"I never so completely found my mind a magic lantern ; 
such a rapid succession of disjointed images ! the past, tha 
present, the fnture possible. One ought not to be hasty in 
taking up bad impressions, and I need not say that three 
weeks can give but little room for exact observation ; but 
from what I do see, and learn from others who have seen long 
and deeply, I have conceived the worst of social Paris. Ev- 
ery thing on the surface is abominable ; beastlinesses that even 
with us do not exist ; they actually seem in talk and in prac- 
tice to cultivate a familiarity with nastiness. In every public 
place they are spitting on your shoes, in your plate, almost in 
your mouth. Such community of secretions, with, I think, 
scarcely any exception, is not to be borne. Then the contrast 
makes it worse ; gaudiness more striking by filth ; the splen- 
did palace for the ruler, the hovels and the sink for the ruled ; 
the fine box for the despot, the pigeon-holes for the people ; 
and it strikes me with sadness that the women can be little 
more than figurantes, much more the property — and that a 
very abused property — than the proprietors, receiving a mock 
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levstence merely to cany on the dnma, but neither cheri^ed 
not respected. What a reflectioo if, as I fear, it is true that 
the better halTof the species (for such I really think them whan 
fitly placed) should be eo sacrificed I How vile the feeUng 
and the taste that can degrade them from heing the-real di- 
rectors and roistiesEOH of man, to be the mere Eoubrettes of 
society, gilded and smart, and dexterous and vicious, giving 
up all that exalts and endcais them in tbeii proper characters 
of wives and fHeods, and partners in good and consolers in 
adverse fortunes ! Even before the B-evolntion, manners were 
bad enough, hut many oauaes since have rubbed off the gild- 
ing ; the banishment of ihe nobles, the snccession of low men 
to power-; and, more than all, the elevation of plebeian sol- 
diers to high rank, pmmoting, of course, their trulls to a station 
VFhere manners and morals were under their influence ; and 
this, added to the horrible example set by Bonaparte himself 
in his own interior, putting every thing honest or sacred out 
of oountenauca and out of fashion. Add to this, what must 
bave sent down the contagion to the lower orders — sthe con- 
■oription ; the wretched men marrying without prelerenoe 
merely to avoid the army, and then ruiming into that army 
to escape from their ill-chosen partners : all these causes must 
have conspired to make a. frightful carnage in manners, and 
morals too. In short, I am persuaded that a single monster 
has done more to demoralize and nncivilize this country than 
^ century can repair. I am dispoeed to attribute to the same 
causes the growing fanaticism of England. In Ireland we 
had little to lose in civilization ; but look at our late extrava- 
gances, and see at least how much we have lost in our own 
and in the opinion of others. For years to come I see no 
hope ; we have the anguish of heing ourselves the cause of 
sot going forward a little in the march of the world, but of 
still remaining a by-word among nations. Patriotic afiecta- 
tiott is almost as bad as personal, but I declare I think these 
things do a good deal in sinking my health, which is far from 
good ; my spirits quite on the ground ; and yet, as to Ireland, 
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I never saw but one alternative's biide well oi a guarj-houie ; 
with England the first, with France the other. We might 
have a moUiAcation, and the bolts lightened, and a chance of 
progression, but that I now give up. 

" I leally wish the thing with myself over ; and, trust me, 
that wish is not irreligious or peevish, but rather a good-hu- 
mored feeling that, not wishing to eat more, I may be better 
by rising &om table : ' enough is as good as a feast.' 

" I am every hour more and more confirmed as to my ideas 
of society. It is not for those that think or feel — it is one fool 
getting on the back of many to &y from himself In France 
you can scarcely make even that experiment ; for all here 
agree that, at the present moment, all society is dead. Nor 
is it wonderful that, when all the actors on the great scene 
are changed, the parts should be badly performed ; but still I 
have found society, as it is called, and met a great deal of 
kindness, and some persona of talent ; hut even there I found 
society an orchestra, where the fiddlers were putting one an- 
other out, 01 rather where one played a solo, and every other 
bow was scraped. 

" At this moment my friend enters ; he difiers totally from 
my opinion, saying, ' I have lived mngle in a great city ; few 
iiiends, many acquaintances. I think I have done right, and 
shall continue. Sameness would cloy. How many happy 
matches have you seen ? How many faithful firiendshipg ? 
Too much intimacy lays you bare ; your little infirmities di- 
minish respect, perhaps excite disgust, perhaps end in hatred. 
With the same persons, and those few, what chance of having 
yourself, or finding in them, the attachment, the good temper, 
and good sense necessary for bearing and forbearing ? You 
have complained of having been spit upon, but you can easily 
curse them, make a polite bow, and go away, but that would 
bo no cause for breaking a closer attachment. Are you not 
conscious that you have observed, since we have been ho much 
together, some faults in me not observed before ? Have you 
no suspicion of reprisal Y All this I treated as misanthropic 
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cant : he retorted on me. ' What is yout eelect attachment 
bat general intolerance ? "What is this syrup of concentrated 
affection but extract from the wormwood of embittered irri- 
tability ? When hag any man ever found the male or the 
female inmate always equal, patient, and amiable ? Or even. 
suppose it, will not sickness or death rend the bond, and leave 
you or them in a desert 7 As to me, I can bear almost every 
body — the grave-digger I laugh at. I can not weep over my- 
self when I'm gone, and I will not over any body else,' He 
pressed me to say if I seriously thought there was nothing' ia 
these topics. I told him I had frequently been presented with 
them before, hut was not exactly in a frame for an rdterias 
concilium. In truth, it was rather memory awakened than 
opinion shaken that made me disposed to silence ; but of this 
enough for the present. 

" I found myself all abaft. We agreed to go to la Ckam- 
bredes Deputes. One of the members chanced to have heard 
of my name, was extremely courteous, lamented that I should 
be a mere auditor, but he would talte cire that I should be 
placed according to my high worthiness. We were accord- 
ingly placed aiftt premierei tribunes. The question was to 
be of the liberty of the press and of a previous censorship. 
The baron bad some difSculty in working us £]lward, and said 
how happy he waa in succeeding. I assured him I was 
greatly delighted by the difficulty, as it marked the juat point 
of solicitude of tho public. The chamber is very handsome. 
The president faces tho Assembly. Before him is a tribune, 
which the orator ascends, and reads his speech with his back 
to the president. We waited anxiously. I thought I shared 
in the throb of a public heart. We observed some bustle. 
The seats of the interior, reserved for tho members, became 
crowded to excess by ladies, admitted I know not how. The 
order for strangers to retire waa read — the ladies would not 
stir. The president could find no remedy, and adjourned the 
House to next day. I was rather disgusted. The baron 
asked me what we would have done in England. I said we 
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had too much reelect for our lEidieB to pennit them ttxiemaia. 

He shook his head. I did not underHtand what he meant 
But does not this prove what I said a day oi two ago (for thia 
is written by starts) to be true, * that women here have only 
a mock respect V If real, would they have dreamed of such 
a silly termagancy ? Does it not mark their imfeeling cox- 
combry and apathy in the public interest, and how fit tbey are 
to be the mothers of the Gracchi ? And yet women here are 
vain of their sway. I can imagine nothing more humiliating 
than such Saturnalian licentiousness. 

" However, I went next day, There was a previous list 
of the orators, ^o and am,. They mounted alternately, and 
read written speeches. The echo was strong ; I lost much. 
But bow can any man read bis own Epeech ? He may the 
speech of the dead or the absent. It is any thing but discus- 
sion. The orator awabs bis face, notwithstanding the sedate- 
ness of the exertion, and when he stops to drink, which is & 
part of the performance, the whole Assembly handle their ker- 
chiefs, and trumpet in the most perfect time and unison, to the 
great animation and interest oi' the speech, and no doubt to 
the great comfort of the auditors, who must have had their 
secretions briniiul during their attention. The question will 
not probably be decided in many days. The press is surely 
the great sentinel — it gives the light to see and the tongue to 
speak. They say the Russians always eat the candles before 
they swallow the people. I can't tell you how interested I 
am. I begin to doubt if man ought to be monopolized, or his 
taper, however dim it may be, put under tbe bushel of mere 
private contined afTection. Some, it seems, are afraid of the 
sudden mischiefs that might arise among a volatile people if 
restraint were removed too soon. I own it never was my no- 
tion, but I know not how far these fears may be real or feigned. 
Such is the fate of revolutions — nothing certain but blood. 
The march of the captives begins through a red sea, and after 
forty years in seeking new abodes and strange gods, the leader 
seldom sees tbe promised land, or, at least, dies before hia foot 
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has toufflied it. What is it — here at least — but the anccee- 



ty of the hangmaa, till it is the 

These thoughts dften consote 

stay BB we ate, but let us look 

he acta of the piesent men, and 



won of wretches doing the dut 
turn of eaoh to be the victii 
me. My dear friend, we n 
Bt the history of the past, and tl 
learn to be patient and modest. 

" You can't forget my hatred of Bonaparte ; every thing I 
hear confirms it. When I went up to see his famous column 
at Boulogne, the poor muBe I thought was lefl behind whis- 
pered at the moment, 

" Wbea AmbltioQ achievee ber deaire. 

How Fortone must laugh at the joke' 
Yon mDanted a pillar of Gre — 

You Btuk in a pillar of smoke." 
I am greatly pleased to have this man's extinction marked by 
BO much abject degradation. These butchers and robbers, 
called conqaerors, have kept their vices up by the splendor of 
their tiae or fall ; but what a fall has this man had ! He re- 
tires, instead of falling like a brave highwayman, or as Cat- 
iline did ; he dwindles into an icicle, and plays the pitiful 
tricks of power among fishermen and washerwomen. Aller 
losing the game of the world, he sits down like a child to make 
castles with cards. Even his military talents are question- 
ed. They say that, having no respect for property or person, 
he extorted such sums of money and thousands of men as 
made resistance physically impossible, even notwithstanding 
an infinite number of mistakes of head and violences of tem- 
per ; but here, you know, I am speaking without bock. Still 
he had laid hold of the gaudiness of miiny, and is talked of 
with regret ; but his rising again is, I trust in God, impossible. 
I do bebeve the present rulers mean very well, though the 
king has none of the vices that might recommend him here. 
I believe he is well taught in the school of adversity, and 
has a respect for whatever is good and honest. Whether he 
be bigoted I don't know. An attempt was made to shut 
the shops on Sunday, and to carry the Host in procession, but 
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both foiled ; they were, however, deaiated from with great 

" I now regret th&t I did not throw upon paper the things 
that oocOTied every day. I have often regretted the oniiasion. 
I would advise you to keep a journal of that kind ; it will 
cost very little trouble, and will have the freshBeu of being 
ready gathered, not faded by forgetfulneBS, and oold and labored 
lecollectioa. Even while I have been fii^bbUng this, many 
incidents, that glowed with life at the moment, have to lost 
their life, that though I rolled them they threw up nothing 
but water, and would be rotten before they could reach you, 
eo I ceased all attempts to revive them. I had twenty thing*, 
the £rst few days, to say of my host, and his wife, and his 
daughter. It seems they fled to Lubeck at the first horrois 
of the Kevolution, and the children were bom there ; the girl, 
I thought, seemed to have a good opinicm of roe, and I thought 
her good taste ought to make amends for her want of beanty, 
and certainly she had brought a very scanty viaticum of 
charms from the North. About the end of the first week, 
meaning to be very sweet, she assured me I had the best En- 
glish accent she ever heard, and that it was exactly the same 
as that of her English master. Daring this chat, in marches 
this teacher. The scoundrel is a German, who went to Lon- 
don at five-and-twenty, and returned, after four yean, to teach 
the purity of their language in Paris. Poor girl ! I tnmed 
her regimentals at the moment, and remanded her to her ug- 
liness. However, all is welt, for she knows nothing of the 
crime, or the sentenoe, or the pardon. The father and mother 
are very good sort of people, and have saved me from some 
small impositions, for really nothing can be so shameless and 
abject as the frauds upon strangers. Even at the cofiee-housa 
where I breakfast, the keeper of it — a very genteel woman — 
makes me almost every day pay a difiereat price for the same 
thing. It is still only fair to say, the French are the eivilest 
people upon earth, and I really believe sincerely good-natared 
to strangers. Two nights ago I was overtaken by the lul- 
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tiotuti fHard; I aid:«d the officer my way; he snswered w 
oouTteously that I Tentnred a qoestion or two more ; be con- 
tinued the same good natuie, and the private next behind him 
uikted ia doing the duties of hoBpitality. I said I was afraid 
he had led me to pass the hne of respect to him ; but bis aa- 
Kvi&c was, and in the kindest tone, ' Sir, a stranger comme il 
faut can never pass it in France.' I doubt if I should have 
Ibnnd it so in England. Apropos I I am quite sure the two 
nations hate each other as devoutly as ever ; and I think their 
respective imperfections of character will be kept ahve by the 
mutual spirit of contempt. Paris will think it graceful to be 
volatile as long as London thinks it dignified to be duU. 

"J. P. C." 

He also frequently visited both London and Cheltenham, 
and it was my good fortune generally to accompany him. On 
one occasion, however, having preceded him to town, he very 
kindly offered me the following letter of introduction. I in- 
sert it, not merely as my credential to the reader, but because 
I cherish it as a precious and ilattering retio of a frienddiip 
which was the honor and happiness of my youth. 

" Ulh October, 1S16. 

" My dear FriMid, — Yon know how squearaish I am of in- 
troducing. I do not make any attempt of that kind, for the 
bearer is Charles PhlUipB, whom you well know already, and 
I am paying a compliment to my own vanity by giving him 
this, as it tells two things I am pioud of : one, that I know 
Itim ; the second, that you are so good as to know 

" John P. Cubran." 

This at once gave me a passport to the splendid hospitality 
of Mr. Perry, the able proprietor of the M(nming Chronicle, 
whose sumptuous board made me recollect the saying of Mr. 
Tierney when seated at it : "I see now. Perry, how much 
better it is to publish speeches than to 7»ake them." 
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During Mr. Cun&n's Tidts to London, he occauonally, but 
not habitually, mingled in the political and liteiary society of 
the day. He was not fond of crowded rooms ; his taste waa 
lathei a select circle of perhaps half a dozen, and those, if pos- 
eihle, intimates. Among the most remarkable whom he en- 
countered — there is no other word for it — was Madame de 
Stael. Of this celebrated lady he gave me rather an ezti&- 
ordinary idea. After he had once or twice met her in Bociety, 
she requested an interview with him at her residence on a 
particular day. " I waited on her," said he, " as bound in 
gallantry so to do ; and on being shown into her drawing-room, 
she desired that no one else should be admitted. ' And now, 
Mr. Curran,' said she, ' on the reply you make to me, I apprise 
you OUT future intercourse must depend.' This was rather 
startling, but yon may imagine my amazement when she com- 
menced reciting a kind of indictment against my character ! 
Ay, with due emphasis and little reservation, believe me. 
There was not a single item in the scandalous account which 
calumny had fabricated against me with which she was not 
perfectly familiar. Every misfortune of my private life, and 
every aspersion on my public conduct, she pored forth with a 
most marvelous volubility. The audacity of the whole pro- 
cedure almost stunned me. I was at first inclined to plead 
to the junsdiction and make my bow, but then I remembered 
she had a tongue, and I saw how she could use it, so I enter- 
ed on the defense." He then recapitulated, seriatim, the 
charges she had made and the exculpations he had essayed. 
How any person, and especially a female, conld have origin- 
ated such a discussion, seems inexplicable. Her oration, as 
he gave it, and his reply, occupied fully half an hour. The 
allegations on which she entered were coarse and cruel in the 
extreme — the sweepings of the Dublin streets for thirty years 
preceding, furnished, no doubt, hy some of the party scaven- 
gers who sedulously collected them. However, in this in- 
stance it was labor lost, as the lady pronounced a verdict of 
acquittal. 

S2 
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I had once myself an opportunity of seeing him suddenly 
put on hie defense, and by one of the fair sex also. We were 
walking together in a public thoroughfare, when a lady, coa- 
fronting aud impeding us, thus coninienced : " Mr. Curran, I 
really am of opinion that you might be better employed than 
in ■vilifying me and my boarding-houae." "Madam," aaid 
Curran, " I know well that I have many sins to answer for, 
but, before Heaven, I protest, the having wasted a word upon 
yourself, or a thought upon your boarding-house, will not be 
found in the catalogue," and he bowed himself away. 

With Lord Erskine, his celebrated rival at the English 
bar, be was in habits of intimacy. He had a very high re- 
spect for his powers, but, aware of the comparison which the 
world naturally instituted between them, he rather avoided 
the topic. Hia lordship, it is said, once provoked a sarcasm 
from Curran ; very unusual indeed, for his wit was not ill- 
natured. It was a few years af^er the Irish Union, and im- 
mediately after Mr. Grattan's delmC in' the Imperial Parlia- 
ment. The conversation after dinner naturally turned on the 
Tery splendid display of the Irish orator. Lord Erskine, as 
Curran imagined, eixhibited rather an uncalled-for fastidious- 
ness, and of Mr. Grattan's fame he was almost as jealous as 
of his own. The conversation proceeded. " Come, come," 
said his lordship, " confess at once, Curran, was not Grattan 
a little intimidated at the idea of a first appearance before the 
British Parliament V The comparison galled Curran to the 
quick. " Indeed, my lord, I do not tbink he was, nor do I 
think he had any reason. When he succeeded so splendidly 
with so eloquent and bo discriminating a body as the Irish 
House of Commons, ho need not have apprehended much from 
any foreign criticism." " Well, but, Curran, did he not confess 
he was afraid, no matter what might be the groundlessness of 
his apprehensions — did you not Jiear him, say so ? Come, 
come," continued his lordship, a little pertinaciously. "In- 
deed, my good lord, I never did. Mr. Grattan is a very mod- 
est man — he never sjieaks of himself," was the sarcaatlc and 
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ulenoing iqoinder. It is welt known that Cioero, and not 
Grattan, was Lord Erskine'e model in thia particular. 

Some time afterward they met at the tabJa of an illustri- 
ous personage. The royal host, with much complimentary 
delicacy, directed the couTetBation to the profession of his cel- 
ebrated visitors. Lord Erskine very eloquently took the lead. 
He descanted in terms which few other men could command 
on the interesting duties of the bar, and the high honoTB to 
which its Buccesa conducted. " No man in the land," said 
he, " need be ashamed to belong to such a profession. For my 
part, of a ndtile family myself, I felt no degradation in practi- 
cing it : it has added not only to my wealth, but to my di^ 
nity." Curran was silent, which the host observing, called 
for his opinion. " Lord Erskine," said he, " has so eloquent- 
ly described all the advanti^es to be derived from Ute profes- 
sion, that I hardly thought my poor opinion was worth add- 
ing. But perhaps it was — perhaps I am a better praotioal 
instance of its advantages even than his loTdsbip — ^he was en- 
nobled by birth before he came to it, but it has," said he, 
making an obeisance (o his host, " it has, in my person, raised 
the son of a peatant to the taiie of his prince." Nothiug, 
perhaps, oould be more digniEed than the humility of the al- 
lusion. But Mr. Curran had too great a mind not to feel 
that'ia fact he was ennobled by the obecunty of his origin. 
The accident of birth is surely no personal merit of its poa- 
sessor ; and too true it is that the pure fountain of hereditary 
h<»ior too often Sows through a polluted ohannel. Between 
the«e two great contemporary rivals a comparison has been 
often instituted. It is, perhaps, scarody admissible. Thers 
was very little in common between them : they were rather 
to be contrasted than compaftd. Each had his own peouliai 
merits, and each did honor to his profession and bis country. 
The following playful description, by Byron, is amusing and 
truthful, though, aa the reader hat ahready sgen, he altered 
his opinion much in Mr. Curraa's favor. The noble poet U 
enumerating the guests at a dinner party : 
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" There dia were two wita by accUmatka, 

Longbow from Ireland, Strongbow from the Tweed, 

Both lawyers, and both men of educatiua ; 

Bnl StroDgbow'a wit was of more polisbed breed: 

LoDgbow WBi rich in an imaginstioii, 

Aa beaatiful and botutdlng as a ateed, 

But KimetUDea stDmbliDg over a potatfi. 

While StroDgbon'a beat tbinga might have come from Cato. 

StTODgbow wf ■ like a new-tuaed harpsichord ; 

But Longbow, wild aa an Alolian harp, ^ 

With which the winda of heaven can claim accord. 

And make B mnnc either Sat or abarp. 

Of Strongbow'i talk yon would not change a word ; 

At Longbow'a phcaaes job might gomelimei carp ; 

Both wits — one bom bo and the other bred — 

This b; the heart — bis lival by the head." 
Inths autumn of 1816 Z accompanied him to Cheltenham 
foi the purpose of. consulting Sii Arthui Brooke Faulkener (a 
fliend and phyiician wHoiq he much yalaed) on the Btate of 
hia health. During his yiaH, though at times depreBsed, he oc- 
cauDQally rallied, and even went a little into Bocie^. 

I had introduced him to two very lovely and accompliabed 
sistcn, who have since gone to increase the treasures of the 
£ast. After passing an evening in the enjoyment of conver- 
sation rarely to he met with, he said to me, " I never saw 
such creatures : even to my old eyes it is qtiite refre^ng to 
see tlie sunshine of genivs fiyirtg over their beautiful counte- 

On the walk, one morning, we met an Irish gentleman who 
certainly most patriotically preserved his native pronunciation. 
He had acquired a singular habit of lolling out his tongue. 
" What can he possibly mean by it ?" said I to Curtan. " I 
think it's clear enough," said he,^" the rmn'& trying to catdt, 
the English accent." 

On another occasion, pas^ng a person whom he much dis- 
liked, he said, " Observe that solemn blockhead — that ftm- 
pons Inmp of dullness. Now, if you breakfasted and dined 
with that fellow lor a hundred yean, you could not be inti< 
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mate with him — ^he voold not even be Been to emile, 1e«t any 
body ought nippoae he was too familiar vnth himself.'" 

Curran uaed to relate & ludicrous encounter between bim- 
wlf and a fiih-woman on the quay at Cork. This lady, whose' 
topgne would have put Billingsgate to the blu^, was incited 
one day to Bnail him, which she did with very httle leluo- 
tance. " I thought myself a match ibr her," said he, " and 
yalorously took up the gsuntlet. But such a Tiiago never 
skinned an eel. My whole vocabulary made not the least 
itnpiession. On the contrary, she was manifestly becoming' 
more vigOTons every moment, and I had nothing for it but to 
beat a retreat. This, however, was to be done with dignity ; 
BO, drawing myself up disdainfully, I said, ' Madam, I scam 
all farther discourse with such an individual.' She did not 
understand the word, and thought it, no doubt, the very hy- 
perbole of opprobrium. ' Individual, you wagabone !' shs 
screamed ; ' what do you mean by that ? I'm no more an in- 
dividual than your mother was !' Never was victory more 
complete. The whole sisterhood did homage to me, and I 
left the quay of Cork covered with glory." 

The last winter which he was to pass in Liondon now ar- 
rived, and there, however reluctantly, my professional avoca- 
tions compelled me to leave him. In the course of the season 
he attended several public dinners, and spoke at some of them.' 
But, alas ! guantum mutatus ab^Ulo ! The mind was mani- 
festly going. His feeble efforts were but the flickerings of 
that glorious intellect which once shone so brightly and so 
steadily. In the summer of 1817 he returned to Ireland fi» 
the last time, and in the September of that year again joined 
me at Cheltenham, imder what mental disquietude the follow- 
ing letter, written a few days before to a friend there, will 
evince much better than any words of mine : 

"My dear Friend, — You'll Hiinkme a sad fellow — so I think 
t^ Howerer, you an too oleaFWghted in diagnostics not 
to see the causes of my being so low-pulaed a correspondeot;' 
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Tlie truth is, I wai every day oa. tha point of leaving a coua- 
try tckere folly and differing were lying like leadTuport mtf 
heart; and, in the mean time, I could only make one com- 
munication, the most unnecessary in the world, namely, that 
I never suspend the lespeet and solicitude which I always 
ieel fbr you, and to which you aie bo well entitled. 

" Now I think you may look to a call at least. I may not 
be able, perhaps, to linger long, but I could not find myself 
within shot of you without coining mechanically to a present 
and a. snap, even though it should be no more than &_flask in 
the pan. I had hopes of seeing your brother, but he has de- 
ceived my hope. As to Mope herself, I have closed my ac- 
counts altogether with her. Drawing perpetually upon my 
creduhty, I now find her, too lale, an insolvent svrindler. 
Meantime my entire life passed in a wretched futurity — ' 
breathing, I may eay, in the pa^^ post futumm : I have 
happily, however, found out the only remedy, and that is, to 
give over the folly ofln-ealhing at aU. I had some hope for 
this persecuted country, but that, I fear, is over. If our heads 
were curled like the Africans, I suppose we should go snaoka 
with them in the justice and sympathy of that humane and 
philanthropic nation of yours ; but if her tears of commisera- 
tion should make the hair of the Africans lank like quts, I 
make no doubt but you would send a coxcomb or two politi- 
cally and madly hke and • to Ireland. 

" Ever yours, J. P. Curkan." 

His short stay at Cheltenham could scarcely be called ex- 
istence. During that time he was with difficulty induced to 
pass the week of the Gloucester musical festival at Hyuham 
Court, near that city. Here he became restless and unman- 
ageable. Music, of which be had been so passionately fond, 
only irritated and incensed him. All of a sndden, at one of 
the morning performances at the Cathedral, he took it into his 

* I have left an hiatiu fawe, oot of laj high t«spect for the Btiomey 
goaeral. 
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head that the whole prooeedin^ was a bla^hemy, and iiuist- 
od on elbowing himself out through the aisle I Hemonattance 
was in vain. " I'll stand it no longer !" he exclaimed, while 
all eyes were turned toward him ; " it'i ahameful — it's sinful 

— just hear him — the black, odious baboon, yeUing'out that 

' the Lord is a man of war.' I'll not countenance it" — and 
away be went ! Nothing whaterer could induce him again 
to enter the Cathedral, and he abruptly returned to Cheltei^ 
ham on the next day, whither, under the circumstances, I felt 
it a duty to follow him. He had had, it seems, some premon- 
iliDry symptoms in the spring of the year, at which his phyu- 
ciaus felt no alarm, but which greatly added to his own de- 
pression. It was but too clear, however, that nature was al- 
most exhausted. He fell asleep iu the daytime, and even 
afler dinner, and when he awoke it was to thoughts of sad- 
ness. It was in this frame of mind that he once said to Mr. 
Grattau, " I begin to tremble for Ireland. I abnost wish to 
go to Spain, and borrow a beard, and tum monk. I am 
weaning off my early aifectiouB, and almost wish the grave- 
digger would overtake me in another country." He was per- 
petually fancying things which never had existence, and mis< 
interpreting those which had. He told me he was dying ; 
and, indeed, to show how firmly the mournful presentiment 
was impressed upon his mind, the very night preceding his 
departure for town, he handed to Lady Faulkener the follow- 
ing impromptu, written in pencil on a page of paper which 
lay accidentally before him : 

" For welcome ^RriD, for greeting kind, 

Its present thsnks die tongue can tell ; 
But soon tbe heart on tongue moyjEixJ — 

Then, thauk Ibee — with a tad larewell." 
Poor fellow ! little did I then thitkk that, in a veiy few daya, 
I was to see the verification of his forebodings ! The heart, 
indeed, was still beating, but the tongue — ^tbat tongue so elo- 
quent — was mute forever. On Wednesday, the 6th of Octo- 
ber, I called on him at his lodgings in Brompton. One of his 
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eyet vtaa swollen, and partly closed ; but so little was it heeded, 
Uiat he asked me to dine with him on the day ibUowmg, to 
neet Mi. Godwin. It was, however, alas '. a tatal premoui- 
toi; symptom. At eleven o'clock at night he wrota the fol* 
lowing note to me — the laii he vxa to write! It is lemaik- 
able that there is not a Bupeif.iiouB word in it. In fact, he 
wat struck with apoplexy in two hours after. 

" Dear Phillips, — Just got a note : Mrs. Godwin is sick ; 
he'll dine here Sunday. If you prefer an invalid, come to- 
morrow — You'd be more gratified on Sunday. TJtrum ho- 
Tvm? Yours, J. P. Curean. "^ 

" Wednetdag." 

This note I received at my hotel at seven o'clock on Thurs- 
day morning, and with it the mournful intelligenqe of what 
had occurred. I hastened at once to Brompton, and, alas ! 
what a epectaele awaited me ! There he lay upon the bed 
of death — scarcely breathing — one eye closed, and oae tdde 
quite inanimate. And this was all that now remained of 
CiroBAN — the light of society — the glory of the £)rum — the 
Fabricius of the senate — the idol of his country. The only 
symptom of intelligence he gave was his squeezing my hand 
when I asked if he recogDtzed me. A few days aflerward he 
eeemed conscious of the presence of one of his oldest and moat 
valued friends, the late Judge Burton. All that £lial piety 
could do, aided by. the most eminent of the faculty,* to aJle< 
viate his sufierings, was done. At seven o'clock on the even- 
ing of the fourteenth of October, I saw him for the last time : 
at nine we lost him. He expired at 7 Amelia Place, Bromp- 
ton, in the sixty-eighth year of his age. 

On Curran's death becoming known, Mr. O'Connell, who 
was then at Bath, wrote to me the follovring very curious and 
phracteristic letter. Those who remember the monster meet- 
ings of an after day will smile at the recruiting arrangements 
suggested for the funeral. 
: * He wu attanded by Dn. Badbam aad Ainilie, and Mr. Tegart. 
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" BiTH, ]6rt Oeb*er, 1817. 

" My Dear Charles, — I got letters from both the Cairaog, 
yesterday, containing the jnelaocholy intelligence of their i&- 
ther'H death. I will go up to the funeral the moment I bear 
Irom you or them. William, in hie letter, promises to writa 
again this day. What a man has Ireland lost ! His utility,. 
to be sure, was in his very latter days neutralized by itineaa 
and absence; but what a man was he! Ot all — the only 
incorrupted and faithful. • • • There is a loneliness 
and a heaviness over me when I think of this great man whom 
we have lost. Charles, there never was so honest an Irish- 
man. His very soul was republican Irish. Look to his his- 
tory in 1778, in '82, in 1798 — at the Union — at all times — 
in aU places. Look to it, my dear friend — even for your own 
sake, but, above all, for his : you must erect a monument to 
both. 

" Write to me the moment you receive this letter, and just 
say bow long I can remain here, awl be in full time for the 
funeral. All the Irish in London, of all classes, must be in- 
vited. The upper ranks by cards — the lower, thus : A print- 
ed bill must be sent to all the public houses resorted to by the 
working Irish, to mention the hour when the funeral will com- 
mence, and to request that all persons will fall in, two by two, 
as they arrive, at the remote end of the procession. I think, 
it would he as well that all persons were required lo wear a 
shamrock. Perhaps this may be said to be too fantastical ; 
but I think it would be well. On his coffin should be laid, 
a broken harp and a wreath of shamrock. I rather think 
there should be a committee formed to make arrangements. 
Whether I go to town or not on Saturday, or wait until 
Monday, will depend on young Curran's letter of this dale. 
It would aiTect you to see how sensibly my litllo girls feel Azs 
death. There have been some wet eyes, I promise you. Re- 
member me most kindly to both the Currans, and beUeve me 
always your most sincere Iriend, 

" Daniel O'Comnell." 
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T}ie iuliea in the aboio letter are those of the writer. The 
Hftl is remarkable : an Irish crown, Buimoonting a shamrock, 
and underneath, an Irish motto. 

As it was supposed that Mr. Cumu'a will might contain 
directions tu to hia interment, that ceremony was necessarily 
delayed, that the fact might be ascertained. It was found to 
be silent on the subject ; and Mr. John Franks, the only one 
of the four executors then in London, decided that the foneral 
should take place there, and should be strictly private. It ac- 
cordingly did so, on the 4th of NoTember, 1817, and was at- 
tended by such members of hia family as wore then in town 
— by Messrs. Tegart, Lyne, Godwin, Thomas Moore, Finner- 
ty, Thompson, the Rev. Geoj^ Croly, and myself: Mr. O'Con- 
nell had been unexpectedly summoned to Dublin. I thought, 
at the time, that onr excellent friend Franks (still surviving, 
a retired Indian judge) was right. Such men need not tha 
ceremonials of the tomb ; history is theii natural monument, 
and their country the most honorable mourner : to their care, 
with a melancholy confidence, I now consign him, fully af 
sured that when the Blaves who revile him shall be neglected 
dost, the wisdom of posterity will respect the name, and iU 
patriots weep over the memory of Coeran. 

Thus terminated the previous editions of this work. In 
twenty-three years, however, after Mr. Curraa's death, a com- 
mittee of gentlemen in Dublin, much to their honor, instituted 
proceedings, of which the following resolution and correspond' 
ence contain the official account ; 

" CEMiTimis Or»icE, DnBLm, Nop. 17, 1834. 
" Laitrence Finn, Esq., in the Chair. 
" Mr. Dolan having reported that Mr. William Henry Cur- 
lan has, through Mr. Carew O'Dwyer, M.P., communicated 
his consent that the remains of his illustrious parent, John 
Philpot Curran, be removed from Paddington Church to Pros- 
pect Cemetery — 

"Metohed, That the chaiiman do address a letter to Mr. 
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Coiran, expressing the grateful thanks at the committee for 
bia kind communicstiou, and requesting hira to name a time 
when it will be hie convenience to receive a deputation from 
the committee to confer on the subject. 

" Sir, — I have the honor to inoioge the minute of a resolu- 
tion which passed unanimoaaly at a meeting of the burial- 
ground coDiinitt«e on Monday, the 17th instant. In puiau- 
ance thereof, I beg to be informed when it will be your con- 
venience to have the proposed conference, taking the liberty 
of Euggeatijig that you will be bo kind as to allow the inter- 
vention of a day between the date of your answer and the pe- 
riod of meeting, to enable me to communicate with the gen- 
tlemen of the committee, with a view to their attendance. I 
beg to say that I leel highly honored to be the medium of a 
communication which will have the effect of redeeming Irish- 
men from the reproach of insensibility toward the memory of 
a patriot who in the reign of terror was the fearless and in- 
trepid aaeertor of the liberties of his native land. 

" I have the honor to be, air, your obedient servant, 

" XiAUKSNCE Finn. 

" WiLLuK Hebbt Cdbuh, Eaq." 

ME. CUaHAN'S ANSWER. 

« HoLLH SnaV, 23d Nm., IBS*. 
" My dear Sir, — I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter of the 18th instant, inclosing a copyof tha 
resolution of the burial-ground committee relative to the re- 
moval of my father's remains from Paddingtoa Church to 
Prospect Cemetery. My friend, Mr. Carew O'Dwyer, has 
kindly undertaken to assure you that my want of promptness 
in replying to your communication has not been an act of in- 
tentional discourtesy. Permit me now to express, through 
you to the committee, my full sense of the feeling on their part 
which dictated that resolution, and also to ofier to yourself my 
thanks for the cordial terms in which you have made me ac- 
quainted with it. 
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" I feel that it would not be reasonable in me to put tliO 
gentlemen composing the committee to the tronbte, go kindly 
proposed by them, of formaUy waiting upon me ; and, if they 
will so permit, I will confine myself to assuring them, in thia 
form, that their object has my entire consent and concurrence. 

" At the period of my father's death, it was very much upoa 
me that the duty and reeporksibility of disposing of bis remains 
devolved upon that occasion. I was not without a natural 
anxiety in reference to him, not merely as a departed relative, 
that the land of his birth should be his final resting-place ; and 
I farther was assured that this feeling could not be indulged 
to excees in respect of one who, having risen from the people, 
and lived in disbotiest times, had firmly, and to the end, resist- 
ed every temptation to turn upon those IJom whom he had 
sprung, thereby establishing for his memory in the hearls of 
his countrymen, a strong and general wish, amounting t« a 
right, that what remained of bim should be among them. 

" But difficulties, some of them legal ones, and needless now 
to be specified or disclosed, intervened ; and, accordingly, act- 
ing at the time to the best of my judgment, but sorely against 
my feeUng as his sou and countryman, I acquiesced in the ar* 
rangeraeat by which his remains were committed to their pres- 
ent place of deposit. I did it, however, under the persuasion 
that the deposit there would be only temporary, and the par- 
ticular place was selected with a view to the facility of re- 
moval, whenever it might be demanded by his country. 

" Believe me, my dear sir, yours, very faithfully and obliged, 
" William Henrt Cubran. 

. " Ladsinci Finn, Esq., Bishop Street." 

The following letter from my excellent friend Mr. Carew 
O'Dwyer, the late member for Drogheda, to whose kindness 
I am indebted for these interesting documents, renders all far- 
ther detail on this subject unnecessary : 

" My dear Phillips,— The project of the removal of the re- 
maina of Curran from England, accompLshed so honorably by 
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& public body, originated with myEclf. I suggested to an aa- 
sociation that bad beeo established, under ciicumstances of 
great interest, their pecuhar fitnesa to undertake the duty of 
Teetoring the honored remaina to their native land. I Bay pe- 
culiar fitnees for this reason : The cemetery committee to which 
I refer was thus eGtabtished : Before the year 1829, and when 
party and rehgious feeling had prevailed to a deplorable de- 
gree ia Ireland, a B-oman Catholic of respectability, whose 
family burial-place was in a grave-yard attached to a Protest^ 
But Church, died, and his remains were attended to the gravd 
by a vast concourse of his friends, and by a clergyman to per- 
form the customary ceremonies of the Catholic Church. The 
grave-yard being, in point of law, the freuhold of the parson; ' 
this functionary enjoyed a high proprietary right, and the rev- 
erend gentleman thought fit to interrupt the priest, who was 
in the performance of liis religious duties. This unseemly oc^ - 
currence produced great public excitement, which snbaequent- 
ly led to a legal enactment, introduced by Lord Plunket, regu- 
lating and modifying the power so offensively used in this case ; 
but, e ossibus ultoi; the public indignation demanded vengeance 
for this act, and it was accordingly taken. The Catholic As- 
sociation, then a powerful confederacy, voted a sum of money 
for the establishment of a cemetery, in whose constitution there 
should be no principle of religious ascendency ; and, according- 
ly, the cemetery committee sprang into existence. The cata- 
combs of the Established Church no longer received Catholic 
tenants. Magnificent burial-places — in which the dust of 
Protestants and Catholics might mingle, sanctified, too, by thti 
ceremonials of the faith in which the followers of each religiort 
had lived and died — are established in the metropolis ; and 
with funds raised from the operation of this scheme, the ceme^ 
tery committee, among other honorable works, undertook the 
pious duty of transferring the remains of Curran to Ireland. 
This was attended with some difficulty and considerable ex- 
pense. It was necessary to obtain a faculty from the Consis- 
torial Court to warrant the proceeding. The body, however, 
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being exhumed, and the neoeaeaiy airangemeiibi having been 
accompUBhed undei the direction of an eminent nndeitaker, 
with the conseat of the late Aldennan.Sir M. Wood, it was 
lemoved to hia housa in Geoige Street, Westminster, where it 
lay for one night, I think, and was then tiansfeixed to Ireland, 
in charge of a worthy man deputed to superintend the arraoge- 
ments ; and being, on its arrival, received by Mr. W. H. Cur- 
ran and Mr. O'Kelly, azealousmember of the committee, was 
deposited temporarily in the mauaoleom at Lyons, the resi- 
dence of Curran's intimate friend. Lord Cloncurry ; and it 
was finally removed, attended by W. H. Curran, John Finlay, 
Con Lyne (who was one of the mourners at the funeral when 
it took place originally at Faddington), and myself, to a grave 
prepared for its reception at Glasnevin, where it now reposes. 
" There were some circumstances attendant on the removal 
of the remains from the mausoleum at liyona to the cemetery 
which invested the proceeding with a melancholy interest. I 
think it was on a very gloomy day of November that the re- 
mains were removed with strict privacy to Dublin. Toward 
mght, and as we arrived in the metropolis, the weather was 
marked by peculiar severity ; the rain fell in torrents, and a 
violent storm howled, while the darkness was reheved occa- 
sionally by vivid lightning, accompanied by peals of thunder. 
This added much to the solemnity of the scene as we passed 
slowly through the streets, from which the violence of the 
night had driven almost all persons. As we approached the 
cemetery, where groups of workmen, by the aidof torches, were 
engaged in making the necessary preparation for the deposit 
of the remains, the scene became most impressive and afiect- 
ing ; and afler a brief period of delay, during which all around 
stood with uncovered heads as the body of the great Irishman 
was lowered to its place of final repose, the scene was marked 
by eveiy feature of a grand and impressive picture of devotion. 
A magnificent monument of granite, from the design of Pap- 
worth, on the model of the tomb of Scipio, with the simple 
and impressive inscription of the name " Cuskan," is placed 
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over the remains. The coat of this erection, as well as of a 
beautiful inonument with a medallion likeness in relief, in St. 
Patrick's Cathedral, Dublin, the work of the sculptor Moore, 
was defrayed fey a public subscription, to which John Finlay, 
J, S. Corballis, and myself were trustees. The officers of the 
Cathedral of St. Patrick, who were entitled to certain fees on 
the erection of this monument, generously claimed to add the 
amount of these fees to the common object. 

" Yours ever truly, A. Cakew O'Dwier. 

" LONBOK, October, 1850." 

It had been proposed that this ceremonial should have been 
public, and performed nmid all the pageantry of a. national 
procession. To this, however, neither the good taste nor the 
good feeling of his son would assent. Thus at length, at the 
end of many years, the prophetic words of Curran were veri- 
fied ; " The last duties will he paid by that country on which 
they are devolved ; nor will it he for charity that a little earth 
will be given to my honea. Tenderly will those duties be 
paid, as the debt of well-earned aSectton and of gratitude not 
ashamed of her tears." 
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N«TiR TO rfearlj M in iha preaenl insiaaco h»ye I observBd that safa- 
gnard of joMice wbich Proyideiica has placed in the natnra of man. 
Sach i> tha imperioiu donuDion with which troth and reason wave their 
■cepter over the hamau intellect, that no wllcitatian, however artfal — 
no talent, however cominanding — can sedace it from its allegiance. In 
proportion to the hnmility of our rabmiBsion to ito rule do wo riBe into 
•ome feint emolalion of that inefiable end premding' divinity, wfaoae 
cheiacieriBtic attiibnta it is to be coerced and bound bj the inexorabla 
laws of ita own nature, so a* to be aU^it and aU-jtut from necesBttf 
rather than election. You bave seen it in the teamed advocate who hM 
preceded me most peculiarly and strikingly illostratad. Yon have seeit 
tveK hia great talents, perhaps the first in any country, langnishing tut- 
der a coaaetooweaklo farrji him, and too heavy to be earriei by him. 
He was Gjrcsd to diamiae Ilia natoral candor and nnceri^, and, having 
DO merits in his case, to take refage in the dignitf of his own matmer, 
the reoDUioeB of his own ingeamty, from the arerwhehning difficnlties' 
with which he was surronnded. Wretched olient I mhappy advocate ! 
what a combination do yon form ! But such is the condition of gtiilt — '• 
its commission mean and tremnloas — its deiense artificial and insincere 
--4ts ptosecntion candid and liraple — its condemnation dignified and 
Bostere. Bach has been the defendant's gailt — such his defense — inch 
shall be my address to yon — and soch, I trust, yotir verdict The 
learned coonael has told yon that thia unfortunate woman is not to be 
estimated at forty thoosand ponnds — fatal and nnqoeationsble ia flia 
tmtb of this assertion. Alas \ gentlemen, she is no'longer worth anf 
Aiag ; feded, fallefi, degraded, and disgraced, she is worth less than 
nothing 1 Bat it is for the honor, the hope, the eipectation, die ten> 
demess, and the comforts that have been blasted by the defendant, and 
have fled forever, that you are to remunerate the plaintiff' by the pun- 
ishment of the defendant. It is not ber present value which yon ara 
tD weigh, bat it is her vslne at that time when she sat bashing in a hus- 
band's love, with the blessing of Heaven on her head, and its pnrity in 
her haarti when she sat among her family, and administered the roo- 
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taliqr of tlie pareDlal board. Estimate that put valoe— compare it nith 
it! preaent deplorable diminution — and it may lead 70a to !unn aome 
jadgmont of the iererity of llio injury, and the eitent of the compen- 
asliDo. 

Tba leamed counsel has told yon, yon onglit to be cautioos, becaaae 
jonrverdictcao not ba aetoaide forexceaa. TbeaaiertioD ia juaC; bat 
baa he treated you fairly by its application 1 Hia cause would not al- 
low him to be tair; for, why ia tbe rule adopted in this single action T 
Became, this being peculiarly an injury to Ihe most aaaceplible of all 
homan feellugi, it leave* the injury of the huaband to be aacertaioed bgr 
the aenaibility of the jury, and does not preaume to measure Ihejuatice 
of their determination by tbe cold aod chilly exercise of ils own discre- 
tion. Id any other action it is easy to calculate. If a tiBdeaman's arm 
it cut off, yoa can measure the loss which he lias aostained ; bol the 
wotmd of feeling and the agooy of tbe heart can not be judged by any 
atoudard witb which 1 am acqaaioled. And yoa are unfairly dealt with 
when yon are called on to appreciate the present suflering of ttie hus- 
band by tbe preaent guilt, delinquency, and degradation of his wife. 
As well might you, if called on to give compensaliou to a man for the 
murder of his dearest, friend, find tbe measure of his injury by weigh- 
ing Ihe albes of the dead. Bat it ii not, gentlemen of the jury, by 
welghbg the ashes of the dead that yon would estimate the loss of tbe 
survivor, 

The learned cotmsel has referred you to other esses and other coun- 
tries for instances of moderate verdicts. Z can refer you to some au- 
thentic instances bf just ones. In the next county, £15,000 against a ~ 
subaltern officer. In Travers and M'Carthy, £5000 againit a servaut 
In Tighe against Jones, £ 10,000 against a man not worth a shilUo;^ 
What, then, ought to be the rule where rank and power, and wealth 
and station, have combined to render tbe eiample of his crime mors 
dangerous — to make his guilt more odious — to make the injury to the 
plaintiff more grievous, because more conspicuous I I affect no level- 
ing tamiliarity when I apeak of peraons in the higher ranks of society 
— distiactionB of orders are necessary, and I always feel disposed to 
treat them with respect — bat when it is my doty to speak of tbe crimes 
by which they are degraded, I am not so fastidious as to shrink frou 
their contact, when to touch Ihem is essential to their dissection. How- 
ever, therefore, I should feel on any other occasion, a diaporition to 
apeak of the noble defendant with the respect doe to his statioD, and 
pecbops to his qnalitiea, of which he may have many, to redeem him 
from the odium of ibis tmnsaction, I can not so indulge myself here. I 
can not betray my client to avoid the pain of doing my du^. I can 
not forget that in this action, (he condition, the conduct, and ciroum 
stances of the parties are justly and poctilisrly the oltjects of yonr ccm ■_ 
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rideratioii. Who, then, ate the par^B T Tbe plaintiff', TcmDg, amia- 
ble, of family aitd education. Of the generooa diBiaterealedneaa of hia 
heart you cbil form an opinion even from the evidence of the defendant, 
that he declined an alliance wbicb would have added to his fortnae and 
couBidenitian, and which he [ejected for an naportiaaed union with his 
present wife: shetoo, at that time, young, beautiful, and accomplielied, 
and feeUng her affection for hei hoBbaad iucreaso in propoition as she 
remembered the ardor of hia love and the Bincerity of his Bacri£ce, 
Look now to the defendant ! Can jou behold him without shame and - 
indignation T With what feelings can yon regard a rank that he baa h) 
tamiabed, and a patent that he has eo woiae than canceled ? High in 
the armf — high in the state — the hereditary connselor of the king— of 
wealth incalculable — and to this last I advert with an indignant and 
contemptnoua aatia&ction, because, as the only inatrument of Ma gailt 
and shame, it will he the means of his pnniahment and the source of hia 
compensation. 

But let me call your attention distinctly to the questiona you have tQ 
consider. The first ia the tctof.guilt. la this noble lord guilty T His 
counsel knew too well bow they would have mortiSed hia vanity had 
they given the smallest reason to doubt the splendor of his achievement. 
Against any such humiliating suspicion he had taken the most atudioua 
precaution by the publicity of the exploit. And here, in thta court, and 
before you, and in the &ce of the country, has be the unparalleled et 
fitiutery of disdaining to resort even to a confeuioa of imoeenet. Hit 
guilt established, your next qaestion is the damages you should give. 
You have been (old that the amount of the damages abonid depend on 
circumstances, Yonvrill consider these circumstances, whether ofag- 
gravationor mitigation. Hia learned counsel contend that the plaintiff 
has been the authM- of his own sofEering, and ought to receive no com- 
pensation for the ill consequences of his own conduct. In what part 
of the evidence do you &nd any fonndation for that assertion 1 He in- 
dulged her, it seems, in dress — generous and attached, he probably in- 
dulged her in that poiot beyond bis means i and the defendant now 
impudently calls on you to find an excuse for the adulterer in the fond- 
neaa and liberality of the hnaband. But you have been told that tho 
husband connived. Odious and impudent aggravation of injury — to 
odd calumny to insult, and outrage to dishonor ! From whom but a man 
hackneyed in the paths of shame and vice — finm whom but a man hav- 
ing no compunctions in bis ovm breast to reatrun him, could you expect 
such brutal disregard for the feelings of olhera % — fi^m whom but lh» 
cold-blooded seducer — trom what, but from the exhausted mind, the 
habitual commonity with abame— from what, but the habitual contempt 
of virue and of man, could you have expected the arrogance, the bar- 
baric, and folly of so foal, because ao false an imputatioa t He should 
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fanv reflacted, and haTS bloshed, befim ha nflered to rQe a topic of 
defeoM to have puwd liu lips. Bat, ers you ooDdema, let him hava 
the benefit of the excuse, if (he excuu be true. Yoa mnst have oh* 
■erred how hia couuset fiuttered aod Tibraled between what they cbQ 
eonrnTBDce and injadicioua confidence: and how, in affecting to distin- 
gtaib, they have cunibimded them both together. IT the plaintiff hai 
COOniTed, 1 lieely >ay to yon, do not rewaid the wretch who has proa- 
titnlad hi" wife, and rorrendered bis own hanor— do not compensate the 
pandir of bis own ahame, and the willing inatiumentof biaowninfan^. 
But aa there uno stun lo low to which anch a defenie, iTtnie, ought not 
n> reduce your verdict, so neither ia any ao high to which meh a chai^ 
ongbt not to inflame it, if such a charge be tklse. Where is the singla 
tact in dria case on which the remoteat anapicion of couuirance can be 
bang t Odionely baa the defendant endeavored to make the softest and 
aioat MDiable feelinga of the heart the pretext of hia sUaderons impo- 
lationa. An ancient and reapectable prelate, the husband of his wife'* 
iiatar, chained down to the bedof sichnesa, pei^iapalotbebed of death 
•—in that distrearang mtoation, mj client snflered that wife to be thd 
bearw of conaotation to the boeom of her nater — he had not ibe heart 
to relnee bei^-and the aoflnen of his nature ia now charged on him aa 
a orime. He is now insolently told that he connived at bis dishonor, 
and that he onght to have foreseen that the mansion of nokaeu and of 
•orrow would have been made the scene ofasngnation and of guilt. On 
diia charged' connivance I will not turlher weary you or. exhaust my- 
•elf; I will add nothing more dnii that it is as false as it is impudent 
■—^faat in the evidence it bas not a color of support — and that by your 
verdict you should mark it with reprobation. The other aubject — 
namely, dist be was indiscreet in his confidence — does, I think, call for 
•Dme discussion; for I trust yoa see that I afiectnotany address to your 
panons, by whicli yoa may be led away from the snliiect I presoma 
raenly to aepnrate the parts of this affecting caae, and to lay them, item 
by item, before yoa, with the coldness of detail, and not with any col- 
oring, or display of fiction or of &ncy. Honorable to himself was bis 
unsuspecting confidence, but fatal must we admit it to have been, when 
we look to Ibe abase committed npon it: bat where was the gnilt of 
this indiacretkiD 1 He did admit this noble lord to pass his threshold as 
bis gueet Now the charge which this noble lord builds on this indis- 
cretion is, " Thou foot 1 thoa hadst confidence in my honor — and that 
vras a gnil^r iudiscntion ; thoa simpleton ! thou ihonghtest that an ad- 
mitted and a cherished guest would have respected the lawa of honor 
and boapitality, and thy indiscretion was guilt Thou tbongfatest that 
he would have shrunk from the meanness and barbarity of requiting 
kindness wiih treachery, and thy indiscretion was guilL" 
Gentlemen, what horrid alternate in the treatment of wives would 
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■ueb reasoning recommend ! Are Ibey to be imnuired bj wan« ttm 

besthen barbarity 1 Are theii priociples to be depraTsd — their pa»- 
inona sabbmated — ever; finer motive of action exlipgDisbed, 1>7 tbe in- 
evitable conaequeaces of tiius treating tbem like staves T Or is a liberal 
and generous canGdence in tbem to be Ibe pauport of the adolterer, 
and tbe jostification of bis crimes ? 

Hononblj, bat Iktally for bis own repose, he was neither jealoos, 
■ospicious, nor cruel. He tseated the defendant with the coufidence 
of a friend, ai^d bis wife with the tenderness of a husband. He did 
leave to tbe noble marquis the phyaieal possibility of committing against 
bim tbe greatest crime which can be perpetrated against a being of an 
amiable besrt and refined education, and the Mble defendant bad the 
honor to avail bimaelf of it In the middle of the day, at the moment 
of divine worship, wben, the miserable bosband was on his knees, di- 
recting tbe prayers and thanksgivings of bis congregation to tbeir God 
— that moment did tbe remorseless adulterer choose to carry off tbe de- 
luded victim from berbusband — from ber child — &am her character— 
from her happiness; as if not content to leave bis crime confined to its 
inseparable and miserable aggravations, unless he also gave it a cast and 
color of factitious sacrilege and impiety. Ob, how bappy had it been, 
when be arrived at the bonk of the river with the ill-fated fugitive, ene 
yet be bad committed ber to that best, of which, like tbe fabled Styi, 
tbe exile was eternal — how happy at that moment, so teeming with 
misery and with sbame, if you, my lord, had met him, and conld have 
accosted him in the character of that good genius which bad abandon- 
ed bitn ! How impressively might yon have pleaded tbe Cause of tb« 
fiither, of the child, of the mother, and even of the worthless defendant 
himself! You would have said, " la this the requital that you are aboat 
to make for respect and kindness, and confidence in your honor t Can 
yon deliberately expose this yoong man, in the bloom of liie, with all 
his hopes yet before him? Can yuu expose bim, a wretched outcast 
from society, to tbe scorn of a merciless world 1 Can yoa set bim adrift 
upon tbe tempeMnous ocean of bis own pasnons, at this early season, 
when they are most headstrong 7 and can yon cut bim out from the 
moorings of those domestic obligations, by whose cable he might ride 
in safety from their turbulence I Think, if you can conceive it, what 
a powerfiil infiuence arises from the sense of home, from the sacred re- 
ligion of the heart, in qnelliug tbe pasuons, in reclaiming tbe wander- 
ings, in correcting the disorders of the human heart: do not cnielly 
take from him the protection of these attachments. But if yon have no 
pity (or tbe fiitber, have mercy, at least, upon bis innocent and helpless 
child ; do not condemn him to an education Bcandalous or neglected — 
do not strike bim into that most dreadful of all haman conditions, tfaa 
orphanage that sptingi not &om tbe grave, that &lla not from the hand 
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oT Proridence or the stroke of death, but come* before its time, uttici- 
psted and jaSicted by the remorseleu cruelty of parental guilt." For 
tbe poor victim herself, not jet immolated — while yet balancing upon 
the pivot of her deBtiny, yonr heart could not be cold, nor your tongue 
be wordless. You woald have said to him, " Pause, my lord, while 
there is yet a moment for reflection. What are your motives, what 
yonr views, what yoor prospects, from what you are about to 80 T Yoa 
are a married man, the hasband of the most amiahle and respectable 
of women: you can not look to the chance of msrryiDg this wretched 
fugitive i between you and such an event there are two sepnlchers to 
pass. What are your inducements! Is it love, thici you! No; do 
not give tha-t name to any attraction yon can find in the ^ed refnse of 
a violated bed. Love is a uohleand generous passion-, ilcan he found- 
ed only on a pure and ardent friendship, on an exalted respect, on an 
implicit confidence in its object. Search your heart, examine your 
judgment (and, in the estimate of a woman's worth, the selection of your 
own incomparable wife shows that yoa are not without discemmeol) : 
da you find the semhlance of any one of these sentiments to bind 
you to herl What could degrade a mind, to which nature or educa- 
tion had given port, or stature, or character, into a friendship for hert 
Conld you repose upon her faith I Look in her bee, my lord ; she is 
at this moment giving you tbe violation of the most sacred of human 
obligation^ OS the pledge of faer fidelity, 8he is giving you the most 
irreliagable proof that, as she is deserting her boeband for yon, so she 
would, without a scruple, abandon yon for another. Do you anticipate 
any pleasure yoa might feet in the possible event of your becoming (he 
parents of a common child 1 She is at this moment proving to yoa that 
■he is as dead to tbe sense of parental as of conjugal ohligalion, and that 
■he would abandon yonr offspring to-morrow with the same facility 
with which she now deserts her own. Look, then, at her conduct as 
it is, as the world must behold it, blackened by every aggravation that 
can make it either odious or contemptible, and anrelieved by a single 
circnmstance of mitigation that could palliate its guilt, or retrieve it from 
ehhorrence. 

" Mean, however, and degraded as this woman most be, she will 
■UU (if yon take her with yoa) have strongand heavy claims upon yon. 
Tbe force of such claims does certainly depend upon circumatauoes ; 
before, therefore, you expose her &te to the dreadful risk of yoar caprice 
or ingratitude, in mercy to her, weigh well the confidence she can place 
in yonr future jastice and honor. At that future time, much nearer than 
yoa dink, by what topics can her cause be pleaded 10 a sated appetite, 
to a heart that repels her, to a just judgment, in which she never coald 
have been valued or respected 1 Here is not the case of an unmarried 
.woman, with whom a pure and geDoroui friendship may insenaib^ 
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'fa>T» lipeitetl into a more Bcnnns attacbmtnt, nntil at last her beart bo- 

came too deeplj' pledged to be reaaaamed : if to circumstanced, with- 
out any batiband to betray, or eiiilil to desert, or motive to restrain, ex- 
cept wliat related solely to herself, ber aoiiety for your bappiuesa 
made ber overlook every otber coosideralioti, atid commit ber dealiiiy 
to your hoDor ; \a sucb a case (the strongest and the higliest that mail's 
imagiuation cau siippoee). in which yon, at least, could see nolbing but 
tbe most noble and dbintareated sacrifice — in wbtcb you could find 
nothing but what claimed from you the most kind aud eialted senti- 
meot of tenderness, and Jpvotion, aod respect, and in which tbe most 
fastidious rigor 'fvould find ao much more sobject for sympathy than 
blame — let me ask you, could you, even in that case, answer for your 
own justice and gTa,titude? I do not allude to tbe long and pilifiil catt^ 
logue of paltry adventures, in which it seems your time has been em- 
ployed — tlis coarse and vulgar snccession of caanal connections, joy- 
less, loveless, and nnendeaFed : bat do yoD find upon your memnr; ail^r 
trace of any engagement of the character I have sketehadt Has your 
sense of what you would owe iu such a case, and to sucb a woman, 
been at least once put to the test of experiment! Has it even ones 
happened that such a woman, with all tbe resolution of strong faith, 
flaog her youth, her hope, her beaoty, her talent, upon your bosom, 
weighed you against tbe world, which she found but a feather in the 
scale, and took yoo as an equivalent 7 and if so, how did you then ac- 
quit yourself? Did yon prove yourself worthy of the sacred trust re- 
posed in you I Did your spirit ao asaootttte with hers as to leave hor no 
room to regret the sptendid disinterested sacrifice she bad made? Did 
ber soul find a pillow in the tenderness of yours, and a support in its 
firmness? Did you preserve her high inherown consciousness, proad 
in your admiration and friendship, aud happy in your sfTection I Yoa 
might have so acted; and ^e mati that was worthy of her would ha<r« 
perished, islher Ihaii not so act as to make her delighted with having 
confided so sacred atruit to his honor. Did you so act! Did she feel 
that, however precious to your heart, she was still more eialted and 
honored in your reverence and respect! Or did she find yon coarse 
and paltry, flalleiing and unporposed, unfeeling and ungrateful! Yoa 
found ber a fair and'blusbing flower, its bean ty and its fmgrance bathed 
in the dews of heaven. Did you so tenderly transplant it as to preserve 
that beauty and fragrance unimpaired I Or did you so rudely cnt it as 
to interrupt its nutriment, to waste its sweetness, to blast its beauty, 
to bow down its £ided and sickly head ! And did you at last Sing it, 
liko ' a loathsnmo weed, away 1' If, then, to such a woman, so clothed 
with every title that could ennoble and eialt, and endear ber to the 
heart of man, you could ba cruelly and capriciously deficient, how can 
B wretched liigitivs like tbi», in every point bar contrast, hop* to Sod 
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ymi jutt Send ber tben away. Send her back to her hoate, to hot' 
.child, to her biuband, to beraelf." Alaa ! Ihere was none to hold «ach 
language to Ihi* aoble defaiuiBDt ; he did not hold it to himaelf. But 
be paraded hia despicabla ptiza in bia own carriage, with hia own ret- 
inue, his own servants — this veteran Fans hawked bis enamored Helen 
from thi* western qnarter of tbe island to a saa^rt id the eastern, 
crowned with (he acdamUions of a senseless aud grinning rabble, 
glorjiog aud delighted, no dpnbt, in the leeting and scoffing adnura- 
tkHi of ^ooms, and hosders, and wailera as be passed. 

In tbw odious coalsmpt of efery personal feeling, of poblie (qnoion, 
of oonmoa fatimanity, did be parade this woman to tbe se»-port, whence 
he transpcoted bis precious cargo lo a coonlry where her example may 
.be less nuscbieTous than in ber own ; wbera I agree with my learned 
Golleague in beartUy wishing be may remain with ber IbtHvar. We 
■re too poor, loo simple, too unadvanced a ooonti; f<H' tbe example of 
Mich achieTements. When tbe relaxation of morals is tbe natural 
powtb aitd consequence of tbe great prepress of arts and wealth, it is 
acoompaoied by a refioemeut that makes it leas gross and shocking ; 
bat for such poUiationa we are at least a century too young. I advise 
joD, tbereibre> most earaestl; to rebuke this budding mischief, by let- 
ting tbe wholesome vigor and obastisemeat of a liberal verdict apeak 
Tvbat you think of its enormity. la every point of view in which I can 
. look at tbe mbject, I see you are called upon to giTe a verdict of bold, 
mi) JQSt, and indignant, and eiemplary compensation. Tbe injury of 
the plaintiff demands it liom join: justice. Tbe delinqnency of tbe de- 
fendant provokes it by its enornu^. Tbe raok on which he has re- 
lied for in^iuiitj dbUs npoQ yoa to tell him thai crime does not ascend 
to lbs rank of tbe pei^lralor, bat (be perpetrator sinks Irom bis rank, 
•nd descends to tbe level of his delinquency. The style and mode of 
bis defense is a gnus aggtavation of his oondnot, and a gross insult upon 
yoa. Look upon tbe different lubjects of his defense as yon ongbl, and 
let Uitn profit by tbem as he deserves: vainly presomptaoos npon his 
Tank, he wishes to overawe you by tbe despicable consideration. Ha 
next resort* lo a cruel aspersion ap<»i the character of the unhappy 
plaiotiGT, whom be had already wounded beyond tbe possibility of rep- 
aration: be bas ventured to charge him with coaiuTance. As to that, I 
wiM only say, gentlemen of tbe jury, do not give this vain boaster a 
|ireteit for •ayiug, that if tbe hnaband connived in the oflense, the jury 
also coimived in (he reparation. But he bas pressed another cnrioos 
ti^ DpoD jou : after the plBintiff had cause (o sospect bia deaigna, attd 
the likeUhood of theic being btaUy sueoeisful, he did not then act pre- 
cisely as be ought. Gracioas God '. what an argoment ibr him to dare 
to advance ! It is saying this to him : " 1 abused your confidence, your 
bospiiality ; I lisd a base plan for tba sedualion of tha wib of your 
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.boaom ; I socceetled at last, es aa to throw in upoD 70a that nioat dread- 
ful of all suBpiciouB to a man fondly attached, proud of bia wija'i btmoi, 

and trembliDgly alWe to hia own; that you were possibly a dope to 
coafidence in the wife aa much a* in the gueit : ia this >o pidabls dU- 
tresB, whicb Iniyself had Btndioolsy and' deUberately contrived for yoD, 
between hope and fear, and doobc and love, and jealooay and ahame ; 
one moment ahrinkiug from the cruelty of your inspicioD, the next fired 
with indigantioa at [he facihty aod credulity of your acquittal — in thia 
labyrinth of doubt, in thia phrensy of suffering, you were not collected 
and composed ; you did not act aa you might have done, if I bad not 
worked yon to modneas.; and upon that very madneas ^vhich 1 have 
inflicted upon yon, upon the very completion of m; goilt and of your 
miaery, I will build my defense. Yon did not act critically rigbl, and 
therefore are unworthy of compensation." Gentlemen, can yoa ba 
dead to the remorseless atrocity of such a defense I And aheil not 
your honest verdict mark it as it deserves? But let me go & little 
further : let me ask you — for I confess I have no distinct idea of what 
should be the conduct of a huabaud ao placed, and wbo ia to set critical- 
ly right — shall he lock her up, or turn her out? or enlarge or abridge 
her liberty of acting as she pleases 1 O, dreadful Areopagus of the tea^ 
table! how formidable tby inqnests, bow tremendous thy coudemna^ 
tiona ! In the first case be is brutal and barbarous, an odious Eaatem 
despot. " Lord, ma'am, did you ever hear of any thinglike this odioo* 
parson! His dear, pure, sweet, virtuous lady positively a prisonerl 
A padlock, large enough for a church, on the outside of her chamber ; 
and a trapnloor to her chimney, as if the charmiiig marquis could make 
hia way to her in the disguise of a sweep 1" In llie next : " What! 
turn an innocent woman out of his house, without evidence or proof, 
bat merely because he ia vile and mean enough to suspect the wife of 
his bosom and (he modier of his child!" Between these extremes, 
what intermediate degree is he (o adopti I put this question to you: 
Do you at thia moment, uninfluenced by any passion, aa you now are, 
but cool and collected, and uoiutereal^ as you must be, do you see 
clearly this proper and exact line, which the plaintiff should have pur- 
sued? I much question if you do. But if you did or could, most you 
not say that he was the last man tvom whom you should expect the 
coolness to discover, or the steadineea to pursue it? And yet Ibis is 
the outrageous and insolent defense that ia put forward to you. My 
miserable cUenl, when his brain was on Gre, and every fiend of hell 
was let loose upou hia heart, he should then, it seems, have placed him- 
self before his mirror— he should hove tsaght the stream of agon; to 
flow decorously down hia brehead. He should have composed his 
features to harmony — he should have writhed with grace, and groan- 
ed in melody. But look fiirthar to this noble defendant a^ his honor- 
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■bta defense. The wretched wonraa is to be sitcceiuvel; the ri 
of »eduction Biid of slander. She, it reemB, leceived markod atten 
—here, I CDnfess, I feh myseif not a little at a I099. The v 
conid not describe what these marked atteulions were or arc. They 
cooBiBted not — if you believe the wilneas that awore to them — in any 
personal approach or contact whatsoever, nor in any unwarrantable 
topics of discoarse. Of what materials, then, were they composed? 
Why, it seems a genlleman bad tbe insolence at table to propose to her 
H glass of wine ; and she — most abandoned lady '. — instead of flying, 
like an angry parrot, at bis head, and beecreeching and bescratching 
him for his insolence, tamely and basely replies, "Port, sir, if you 
please." But, gentlemen, why do I advert to this folly — this non- 
sense f Not surely to Yiodicale from censure (he most innocent and 
the most delightful intercourse of social kindness — of harmless and 
cheerful courtesy ; " where virtue is, these are moat virtuons." But I 
am solicitiDg your attention and your feeling to the mean and odious 
aggravation — to the unblushing and remorseless barbarity — of falsely 
aspersing the wretched woman be had undone. One good be has 
done : be has disclosed to you the point in which he can feel ; for how 
imperious mnst that avarice be which could resort to so vile an expe- 
dient of frugality ! Yes. I will say that, with the common feelings of a 
mao, he would rather have Buffered hia £30,001) a year to go as com- 
penaation to the plainliET, Iliau save a shilling of it by so vile an expe- 
dient of economy. He would rather have starved with her in a jail — 
he would rather have aunt with her into the oceafl, tban have so vili. 
fied her— than have so degraded himself. But il seems, gentlemen, 
and indeed you have been told that, long as the course of his gallantries 
has been — and he has grown gray in the service — it is the first time he 
has been called upon for damages. To how many might it have been 
fortunate if he bad •not that impunity to boaat ! Your verdict will, I 
trust, put an end to that encouragement to guilt that is built npon im- 
punity. The devil, it fleems, baa saved the noble marquis harmless in 
the past; but your verdict will tell him the term of that indemnity is 
expired; that his old fiiend and banker has do more effects in his 
hands, and that if he draws any more npon him, be muat pay hia own 
bills himself. You will do much good by doing so : yon may not en- 
lighten hia conscience, nor touch his heart, hnt hia frugality will un- 
derstand the hint. He may despise Kpictetus, but ho will listen with 
respect to Cocker, when be finds that he can enforce the precepts of 
his moraliPf with all the precision of mathematical demonstration. He 
will adopt tbe prudence of age, and he deterred from pursuila iu which, 
though he may be insensible of shame, he will not be regardless of ex- 
pense. You will do moi^ ! you will not only punish him in his tender 
point but foa will weaken hini in his strong one— hia money. Wo 
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Im*a heard mnchof this nablelnrd'inmlth, and mitcliorhtoexploiti, 
bat not ranch of his Bceooiplishnieuta or hii wit; I know not that Us 
verges have ■oarpd even to Iba PobI'b Comer. I have heard it uid 
that an aas, laden nich gold, could find his way through the gate 
of tho BtroDgest city; but, gentlemen, lighten the loadnpon his back, 
and 70a will completely curtail the miicbievons lacul^ of a' grave aai- 
tnal, nhoaa momennim lies sot in his agility, but his weight — Dot in 
the qoHDlilj of motion, but the qoontitir of his matter. There is an- 
other ground on which 70a are cutledVpon to givs moM liberal dam- 
ages, and ^at has been laid by the unfeeling vanity of the defendant. 
This business baa beea marked by the most elaborate poblicity. It is 
Tery clear that he has been allured by the glory of the chas», and not 
the value of the game. The poor object of his pursuit could be of no 
value to him, or he could not have so wantonly, imd cruelly, and nn- 
ueceaaarily abused her. He might easily have kept this unhappy in- 
tercourse au unsuspected secret. Even if he wished for her elopement, 
he might easily have so contrived it that the place of her retreat would 
be profoundly undiscoverable ; yet, though even ihe expense — a point 
■o tender to bis delicate sensibility — of concealing could not bo a one 
fortieth of the coat ofpablisbiag her, his vanity decided him in favor of 
glory and publicity. By that election he has, in fact, put forward the 
Irish ualion and its character, so of^u and so vaHously Cftlumaiated, 
npon its trial before the tribuual of the empire ; and your verdict will 
this day decide whether an Irish jury can (eel witb justice and spirit 
upon a subject that iuvolvea conjugal affection and comfort, domeitio 
honor and repose — the certainty of issue — the weight of public opinion 
— the gilded and presumptuona criminality of ovorWEening rank and 
Station. I doubt not bnt he is at this moment reclined on a silkon sofa, 
anticipating Ibat submissive and modest verdict by which you will lean 
geutly i)U hia errors, aad expecting from your pntriotiam, no doubt, that 
yoQ will think again and again before you condemn any great portion 
of the immense revenae of a great absentee to be detained in the nation 
that produced it, instead of being transmitted, aa it ought, to be ex- 
pended in the splendor of another cotintry. He is now probably wilt- 
ing for (he arrival of the report of this day, which I understand a lamoni 
note-taker has been sent hither to collect. (Let not (he gentleman be 
disturbed.) Genllemen, let me assui'e you it ia more, much more the 
trial of you than of the nuble marquis of which this important recorder 
is at this moment collecting the materials. His noble employer ia now 
expecting a report lo the following effect: "Such a day came on to b« 
tried al Eimis, by a special jury, the cause of Charlea Maaaey against 
the most noble the Marqais of Headford. It appeared that the plnio- 
tiff's vvife was young, bean tiful, and captivating ; the plaintiff himself ■ 
penon fosd of this beaulifnl creature to distraction, and both doting on 
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their child : but the nohla marqaii approached her ; the plmoe of glotT 
aodded on hiiliead. Not the goddew Minerva, but the goddeu Vanu* 
had lighted Dpnii hi* caaqoe ; ' the Bre that never tires — inch as [naD]r 
» lady gay had been dazzled with before.* At the first itdvaiice she 
trembled — at the second she stnick to the redoubled sua of Mar* and 
pnpit of Venus- The jury saw it was not his fault (it was an Iriab 
Jary) ; they fait eompaaaioa for the tenderness of the mother's hetit, 
Bad for the warmth of the lover's passiOQ. The jury saw, on tha ODe 
side, a young, entertaming gnlfcnt ; on the olher, a beantaoos crsatore, 
at cbanna iirewstible. The; recollected that Jupiter had been always 
■nccsasflit in his amoara, although Vulcan had not always escaped Bome 
awkward accidents. The jury was conipOBed of fathers, brothers, hus- 
bands; but they had not the vulgar jealousy that views liltle things of 
that snrt with rigor; and wishing to asdmilate their cauntry in every 
reapect to England, now that they are united to it, they, like EDgliah 
gendemen, rettimed to their box with a verdict of siipeiice damages 
and siipeuca coala." Let this be sent to England. I promise you 
your odiooa secret will not be belter kept than that of the wretched 
Mrs. Massey. There is not a bawdy chronicle in London in which the 
epitaph, which you will have wrritten ojj yourselves, will not be pub- 
lished ; and our enemies will delight in the spectacle of our precociotis 
depravity, in seeing that we can he rotten before we are ripe. But I 
do not suppose it : I do not, can not, will not believe it. I will not 
harrow up myself with the anticipated apprehension. 

There is another consideration, gentlemen, which I think most impe- 
riously demands even a vindictive award of exemplar; damages, and 
that is, the breach of hospitality. To us peculiariy does it belong to 
avenge the violalioa of its altar. The hospilaUty of other countries is 
« matter of necesnty or convention ; in savage natioits, of the first \ in 
polished, of the latter; tal iht hotpilalily of a» InthMa*ia not the ran- . 
ning account of posted and ledgered courtesies, as in other couabies : 
it springs, like all his qualities, his faults, his virtues, directly from his 
heart. The heartofau Irishman is by nature bold, and he confides; it 
is tender, and he loves ; it is generous, and he gives ; it is social, and 
he is hospitable. This sacritegions intruder has profaned the religion 
of that sacred altar, so elevated in our worship, so precious to our de- 
votion; and it is our privilege to avenge the crime. Xoa must eithw 
pull down the altar and abohsh the worship, or yon most preserve ita 
■Boclily undebased. There is no alternative between the universal ei- 
clarion of all mankind fromyoar threshold, and the most rigorons pun- 
ishment of him who is idmitted and betrays. This defendant baa beea 
so trusted, he has so betrayed, and you tragkt to make him a moat sig^ 

Gentlemen, J am tiie more dispoied to feel the strongett indiguuim 
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and abIioiT«nc« at tliu odioas cnoduct of the defendant, when I con- 
nider the deplorable condilion to which he has actnolly reduced tbtf 
plaintiff, and perhaps the still mora deplorable one that he has in pros* 
pect bsfore him. Wbat a progrem ha» ho to traTel Ihrongh before he 
can attun the peace and trsaquillity which he has loet ! How like the 
wonadi of the body are thoae of the mind ! How burning the fever ! 
How painful the suppuration! How alow, haw hentating, how re- 
lapdng the process to convalescence I Through what a varie^ of eof- 
fering, through what new sceoea and changes innat my unhappy cliant 
pass era he can reattain, should he ever reattaiu, that health of soul of 
which he bas been despoiled by the cold and deliberate machinations 
of this practiced and gilded seducer ! If, instead of drawing upon his 
incalculable wealth for a scan^ retribution, yoa were to stop the prog- 
ress of his despicable achievements by reducing him to actual poverty, 
you could not, even so, punish him beyond the scope of his offense, nor 
reprise the plaintiff beyond the meaaura of hia aufferiDg. Let me re- 
mind yoa, that in this action the law not only empowers you, but that 
its policy commands yoa to conuder the public example, as well as the 
, individual injury, when yon adjust the amount of your verdict. I con- 
fess I am most aniions thai you rfioold acquit yourselves worthily upon 
this important occanon. I am addressing you as fathers, husbands, 
brothers. I am anxious that a feeling of those high relations should en- 
ter into, and give dignity lo your verdict. Bnt I confess it, I feel n 
tenfold solicitude when I remember that I am addressing yoa as my 
countrymen, as Irishmen, whose characters as jurors, as gentlemou, 
must find either honor or degradation in the result of your decision- 
Small as must be the distributive share of that national estimation that 
can belong (o so unimportant an individual as myself, yet do I own I 
am tremblingly solicitouB forilafate. Perhaps it appears of more valna 
to me, because it is embarked on the same bottom wiih yours ; perhapa 
the community of peril, of common safety, or common wreck, gives a 
cODsequence to my share of the risk, which I could not bevun enough 
to give it if it were not raised to it by that mutuality. Bnl why sloop 
to think at all of myself, when I know that you, gentlemen of the jury, 
when I know that our country itself, are my clients on this day, and 
must abide the alternative of honor or inbmy, aa yoa shall decide T 
But T will not despond — I will not dare (o despond. 1 have every tnut, 
and hope, and confidence in yon. And to that hope I will add my most 
fervent prayer to the God of all truth and justice, so to raise, and en- 
lighten, and fortify your mioda, that you may so decide as to preserve 
to yourselves, while you live, the most delightful of all recollectioiu, that 
of acting Justiy, and to transmit (o your children the most precions of all 
inheritances, the memory of yoor virtue. 
10,000. 
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378 — Specimens of his pecQUar hoDHir, 378-3B0 — His qnairel with Leaden 
and its ludicroas result, 379. 

KiRWAij, Dean— The wonderful effect of his preaching, p. 103— His man- 

lished, ineffective, .103 — His affecting funoraC 104 — Eloquent panegyric OD 
him by Mr. Grattan, in the Irish House of Commons, 105. 

LiaHS-~Old Bob Lyons, the attorney, nolice of, p. sa— Gives Curnui hia 
£rs[ important brief, 51— Mount Raven, his residence, near Sligo, S3. 

Mic Nil. LIT— Sketch of, p. 343-344— Loas of his thumbs, 34a— Bartington 
fights him into fashion, 343— Hit Justice of the Peace, ib— Hia risk ot mo- 
tiny, 344— His alleged pension, ii.— Au^or of Robin Hood, 343— Hia a» 
count of its proSts. 34!!. 343— Hia wager of battle case, 377. 

Moons. Thomas— Deaoriptioa of Robert Emmeit in college, by, aeft'sBT 
—Lines on Emmett's death, £82— Melody on Miss Cnnaa'a attachment, SBB 
— Eitract from his Irish Melodies, la, 

N0RB1111.T, LoBD— Description o^ p. 333, 333 — Appearance and tnatmer 
during a trial at Nisi Frios, lA.— ImperinrbahlH good bomar, 339— Disregard 
of life, 335— Specimen of his manner in the Irish House orCommoos, 331 
— Interview witli Mr. Qregory on bia proposed resignaltoD of the chief jus- 
licasbipi 336 — Dislike to noosuit, 333 — Hotdlily to a bill of axcaptiona, >i. 
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334 — lord Clare'i proposal to msha biro 8 bishop, 33S — Addreiiei 
Bmmelt. on hii beinR called Dp ibr Jndgmeiit, !T9— Refosil to con 
BdjoDmmeDt in the CBie of tha SbeHrei, 3tO, S] 1— His genenl u 
3S1, 335— CoDsolstory messr— — '-- ' "^ — -"^ 

O'CoNNELL— PenonBl de 
—Inpatient of nontradiction, S39 — UuarreJ witn. ma {Bote)~~Hia ddUb 
■tni^le for Onltolic emancipation, 1139, SiO— As an advocate, ato— Humw^ 
oaa applications of poetry, ia ParliameoC, 311 — His adaptacioD of nicknames, 
ti.— Description of, a[ as Irish aggregate meeting, S4S~At the Clare elec- 
tioo. SIS, £13— Specimeoa o( his mel£od witb a mob, ii.— Falie chaise oT 
cowardice aj^ainat, S43, S11— Daet with Mr. D'Baterre, ail, !45— His power 
and popoUricy, lo what pnrposea applied, B45 — Ingrattlnde lo his memory, i 
G15, 946— Letter on the death of Carrau, 435. 

Pldhket- Perwina] appesranee of, p. 364 — Conttsst between his ap, 
parent and real character, lA.— Character of bia eloquence, ib.. 365 — Eoloey 
on him by Catrsn. 364— His determined opposition to the act of Union, -26li, 
S69— His dennnciation of it, 8a9'l!3a--His description of the means by vrhich 
it waa anally carried, i£.— Hia celebrated Hannibal tow, SGB, 969— Praise, 
worthy deparcnre from it. BJO— Condoot on the trial of Hoben Emmeit. aS5, 
gge— Vindicated from any act of ingratinde to Emmett'i family, EB5— Ex- 
tract from his own affidavit thereon, 363- Necessity forhia speech on the trial, 
disduaed, 885, ae6^Anecdote related by Dr. Eandes, bishop of Caabel, oolha 
Bubject,ZS7— Specimens ofbiBelaqaence in the [rishFarhanient.2?B-S3C,!fi8, 
ee*— la the Imperial. 367, 36S— Splendid success in the Enclish Honse of 
Conimona, 366, 367— Ilii career at the bar, 370^7a^Anecdote of his power 
in defense of a prisoner. 3Te— His character of William III., 363, 370— Spe- 
cimens of his wit, 37S, 373-~His appointment as Master of the Rolls, in £a. 
eland, 373 — His relinqaiahment of that office, >&. — His compulsory retirement 
Iroro the Irish wool-sack, ib.— ' " '"-- '--'- '— ■' ""' 



[otice of, p. 60— The Hoose of Commons jester, it 



—His definition of posterity, ti.— Sarcasm on Cnrran by, 

UawiN. Archibald Hihiltdn — My inCrodnction li:i,p, ISS — Impression 
of him left OD me, ti.— Tried for mtsdemeanar, 16S— Escape from prison, ti. 
—Noble condnct df Irish boalmen to, 157— Salbfor Prance, and sobseqnent- 
ly lands in America, where be lapponshimselr; I'i.— Kindness of Lord Clare 
to, ib.—Hii address to Lord Clonmel. on pleading the king's pardon, 1ST, 
13B~-Tra7els lo London, at the ace of aeventyfive, to demand an explana- 
tion from Sir Robert Peel, 138— Hii personal ajipeaniice and attendants, ii. 

Sheasis— Trial of the. p. 307- Extract from their' proclamation, SOT, SOB 
—Notice of Armstronc. the informer, S09 — Cnrran's description of, S09, 210 
— Tolefs refusal lo adjourn the case, after sixteen hours' silting, 310, 211— 
Co iran'e indignation, 211— His description of an iuBdel witness, 213, 213— 
Condemnation of, 214— AiTecting address of John Sheares, ib. 

ToBI, Theobild Wolf I— Originally at the Irish bars p. 191— Embrace* 
politics, i/f. — Becomes secretary to the Roman Catholic body, and foanda 
the Society of United Irishmen, li.— Suspected of disaSectioo, ti.— Pluohec'i 
jocular propoaal to biiu, ib. — Alleged concorrence of Corran in some of his 

—By the inisrest offrienda pemiilted lo espatriate himself; departs for 
America, iS— lolen-iew with Hnsael I and Thomas Addis Emmeit pre vioos- 
1y thereto, 19S, 193— Conciliates Adet, tho French embaiBodDr in America, 
and obtains a recommendation to the French Director,'. 193— Interview with 

ion of Napoleoi ' ■" ^ 
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Tom commits Baicide, 301— Cfaanicter of. aoi, 303— Bt Baahe, 303— The 
Direclory pension Tone's widow ami children, ti.— Widow of Tone j her in- 
(ereating Bccoanl oC her interview with NapqIeoD, 304— Tone'l too [nomoted 

Union, Irish— Straogo letter from the Lord obanneilor Clare toLord C««- 
tiereagh coucemiog, p. HE— Agitstion fbr the repeal of, delrimentHl to Ire- 
land, 324, 325— Mr. Fox'i opinion oa the subject, 335— Curran'. anticipation 
of the reinlls of a Duioa to Ireland, ii. — Bishop Laaiesa's addreai to the lord 

of Londondeny'i miiappreheiiBton aa to the means hy which it was earned, 
Z26, 337— Hecapitulation of the meeni by which it wai carried, b; Mr. Peter 
Borrowei. 33T-aSB— by Mr. Pkinket. 337-333— by Mr. Qrattan. 333— bv Mr, 
Baihe. 333-a3S— all delivered ia Che Iriah Hoose of ' 
thereof tendered. 
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